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INTRODUCTION. 

The present age has been. emphatically styled *^ The age of 
benevolence." 

It is indeed an age in which a great and mighty influence has 
descended upon the christian world ; arousing it to more be- 
nevolent and extensive exertions for the spread of Christianity, 
than have been made since the first promulgation of the gos- 
pel : and wherever this particular influence has been most 
warmly felt, and energetically acted upon, it has produced, as a 
secondary result, the most beneficial efiects upon the hearts 
and lives of those who have yielded to it. The sacred impulse 
to spread the knowledge of the gospel, which is so extensively 
felt, has produced a union among christians as christians: 
and is graduaUy breaking down the barriers which a narrow spi- 
rit of sectarianism had raised to ke^^Baprom intercourse and 
communion with each other. The^Who are united in endea- 
vouring to promote the " glory of God." their common Fa- 

VoL. I. ' 




Z INTRODUCTION. 

ther, ** peace on earth, and goocl will towards men," cannot 
but feel a desire to be at peace with each other. They have' 
common objects to attain, and common difficulties to encounter ; 
difficulties so great, that they who are best acquainted with 
them frequently " tremble" while they " rejoice ;" and would 
aknost faint with despondency, if they were not supported by the 
divine assurances, that '* the earth ^ail be full of the know- 
ledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea ;^ and that *' all 
shall know the Lord from the least unto the greatest."! 

One common object, then, to which the christian mind should 
be, and is now directed, is the propagation of the ^' knowledge 
of the Lord ;" and among the best methods of doing this, two 
powerful engines have been employed; and are proceeding with 
effect : — Bible Societies, and Missionary Societies. 

The Scriptures, or some portions of them, are now transla- 
ted into almost all the languages of the earth ; and in every 
quarter of the globe there are some of the heralds of the 
cross to be found preaching the glad tidings of salvation where 
they have never been heard before, or reviving an attention 
to them in places where they have been darkened by supersti- 
tion, or supplanted by paganism. 

Next to the Bible and Missionary Societies, ope of the most 
mighty means for enlightening and evangelizing the world, and 
one of those means which seems as if designed to usher in the 
millenial day, is the introduction of Sabbath Schools. 

This method of propas^ng the '* knowledge of the Lord" 
has an immense advsnll|^^Br other means — that it commences 
its operations at the thresnold of human existence, at the right 
period in the life of man : It sows the good seed, which is to 

* Isaiab, 11. 9. n^ o. 14. f Jer. 81. 34. 
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** spring up to everlasting life," in ground not QTergrown with 
tares, or rendered unfruitful by bad culture ; and lays the foun« 
datioQ of a widely spreading influence over the succeed!]^ 
age. 

But the introduction of Sabbath Schools, (like the formation 
•f Bible Societies,) is insufficient of itself to accomplish the 
purpose for which they were designed. As, in. the one case, 
abU} and zealous missionaries must .be found io'preach the gos- 
pel to the heathen, so, in the other case, able and zealous per- 
sons must be found to teach the gospel to the young and unin- 
atructed. And this too has a powerful' re -action, and returns 
the blessings it dispenses a hundred fold upon the heads of those 
who, on right principles, and with right views, engage in the 
** delightful task.'* ^ 

There is not a bett^ method ror an intelligent mind to be- 
come^^fec^ljTlKsquainted witb vthe j/riuciplea of any science, 
but pSfSally understood before^ than mrethodically to teach 
that science to others. Sucl^ Jr^ ]^erson feels the necessity 
of fully comprehending biflLseir flinb true intent and meaning 
oi that which he is to teadtffand by teaching, his mind 
expands, and his princiD|^ become fixed and operative. So 
it is in seligion, Mre most aiurt^flme of alN^ciences,) the 
frequent liuteotMffn of the sane truths, and the act of convin- 
cing or endeavouring to coniftncc others of their value and 
importance, make them doiroly valuabL^nd important to our- 
selves ; and the necessjtjM>f a c^s Uwy refe|gjtce to the scrip- 
hij^^ vjkeMke principles o/* c/t^^^^^HRher than any notions 
of^^tarianism are to be taught, iWngs the teacher to the foun- 
tain head of divine knowledge ; and while he instrnrts others.. 
he is himself instnictod and improvod. 
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At this fountain head, the Christian Teacher will best learn 
his duty, by contemplating the character and conduct of Him^ 
who was, during the time of his ministry on earth, emphati- 
cally styled ** The Teacher ;" and who taught '^ as never man 
tanght." 

If our blessed Master not only suffered for us, bo^ has left 
us an example that we should follow his steps,* then it is our 
duty, in whatsoever we undertake, to look tb Him as our guide, 
and to follow his divine precepts as our rule of action. 

A few observations on the conduct of Christ, as a TEACHEftf 
Hvill, it is hoped, be not unacceptable to those who have under- 
taken, or are about to undertake, the important office of a Sab- 
bath School Teacher. If they should only serve to remind some 
of them of duties with which they are already acquainted, 
they will not have been written in vain. 

Of some things it is desirable we should he frequently remind- 
ed. ** To wrtte the tame things to you, to me indeed is not 
grievous, but for you it is sgfe/'t said the Apostle of the Gen- 
tiles to his beloved Phil&ppians. And it will be safe for us, in- 
stead of measuring ourselves byobn^lyes^ and comparing ourselves 
with ourselves^ to contemplate our immense distance from per- 
fection, by ** looking unto Jesus," and bj^^piring ^fter a por^ 
tion of the same spirit which fvas possessed fa^,vliim without 

measure, 

t 

And m the first place, it ought to be remembered, that our 
Uessed Lord rqQjr^^^i^j^ with peculiar tenderness and 
Section ; and *' whSI^^^Hples rebuked tho8e^Hi|kbjn|gbt 
them to him, he Was much displeased, and said unto them, Suffer 

-• 1 Peter, 2. 21. \ Pliilipp.8. 1. 
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the little children to come unttf me, and fotbid them not ; for 
of iuch ii Uie kingdom of God. And he took tlfeem up in his 
trmfl, pot his hands upon them, and hlessed them \^^* thereby 
givii^ as an example of that meekness and lowliness of heart, 
without which all our teaching will be m vain. A spirit of 
meekness is necessary in a learner ; it must therefore be pos- 
sessed by a teacher, for his example will operate more effectual* 
ly than his precepts. And it must not be foigotten, that '* who- 
soerer shall not receive the kingdom of God as a little child, he 
shall not enter therein. "f 

Pride and self-conceit are directly opposed to this state of 
mind, and must be removed before any advantage can be gained. 
They must be removed from the teacher as well as the learner. 
It is only by the possession of meekness and lowliness of heart 
ourselves, that we can hope to gain any ascendancy in the hearts 
of those with whom we have to do. They are generally the 
young and the poor. The young are much better acquainted 
with the real character and disposition of their teachers, than 

teachers are generally aware of: they have bat few objects on 
which their minds are employed ; their attention is therefore 
the more fixed on those who undertake to teach ttem ; vnA any 
discrepancy between the example and the instructions of their 
teachers will be minutely observed. The poor, too, are most 
effectually won by meekness and humility : a contrary spirit 
may overawe, but will not subdue the children of adversi^.r 
They are entitled to be treated with all the kindness and tender- 
ness which were felt for them by Hirifwho ** for our sakes be- 
came poor ;" and who has taught us at the very threshold of 
His school of wisdom, to be ** poor in spirit." 

♦ Mark, 10. t Mark, 10. 
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6 INTRODUCTIOir. 

Secondly. Our blessed Saviour has given us an example of 
great patience and perseverance as a teacher ; and these quali-^ 
fications are essentially requisite for us. We must be patient 
and persevering notwithstanding all the errors^ and obstinacy , 
and perverseness of those with whom we have to deal. It can- 
not have escaped the observation of any attentive reader of the 
New Testament, how erroneous were the views, and how ob- 
stinate were the prejudices of those who attended the School of 
Christ. Even his disciples, who were constantly with bim, who 
ate and drank at the same table, and heard his divine instructions 
day after day, and to whom some of the mysteries of the kingdom 
of Heaven were revealed, were often wofuUy ignorant of his 
meaning, and made such observations, and put such questions to 
their Master, as it must have grieved him to hear ; and yet their 
ignorance or their errors did not lessen his affection for them, 
nor impede for one moment the performance of the great work 
c which he had undertaken to do. On one occasion, he mildly 
told them that they knew not what spirit they were of ; and on 
another, when they not only mistook his meaning, but seemed to 
doubt his power to provide bread even after they had twice seen 
him miraculously feed thousands, his gentle rebuke was, ^* Do 
ye not yet understand, neither remember these miracles ? How 
is it that you dp not understand ?"* 

Neither must teachers be disheartened for want of success. 

He who was desirous that all should be saved, and gave his life 

to be a sacrifice for all, yet found but few followers ; and even 

some of them, (those vmo were most favoured) slept while he 

was ia his greatest agony, and all afterwards forsook him and 

fled, 

* Matthew, 16. 

Si- 
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If, therefore, it should happen that some of those for whose 
benefit we spend our time, and employ our talents, do not profit 
bj our lahours, we must still go on, and increase if possible in 
diligence and zeal, lest the want of success should be justly 
chargeable to us, and not to them. Paul did not cease to plant, 
Dor Apollos to water ; but it was the peculiar province of God 
bimself to give the increase. " No efibrtis lost." 

Thirdly. The example of Jesus Christ ought to be followed 
in the manner of his teaching. 

He frequently took advantage of the passing events and scenes 
around him, to excite attention to higher and nobler objects. 
Numerous instapces of this might be cited. The husbandman, 
the fisherman, the dove, the serpent, the ravens, the sparrows, 
the seed, the flowers, the fruits of the earth, the sheep, and the 
goats, were all made to illustrate heavenly truths, and lead the 
mind to divine contemplations. The production of a piece of 
money bearing the image and superscription of Caesar, was made 
to illustrate the divine truth, that those who bore the image of 
Ggd should render themselves unto Him. And the treasures of 
the earth, *' where moth and rust do corrupt, and thieves break 
through and steal," were made to bring to mind the treasures of 
. h^ven, ** where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where 
tbieves do not break through nor steal." 

So should we improve the events and scenes around us which 
are passing away, to elevate the minds of the young and the 
thoughtless to those high and holy objects which do not pass 
away. *' The book of nature and revelation were both written 
by the same band ;" and both ought to lead us to the constant 
contemplation of their author in his works and in his word. A 

A 

frequent reference from the one to the other woulrl make a deep 
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and lasting impresiion on young minds, and the objects of tense 
so constantly near us and about us, would bring with them, by 
association, a remembrance of the higher objects of faith ; and 
Ood would in both be glorified : his works illustrating his wprdy 
and his word leading to a right understanding of his works. 

How beautifully does our Saviour illustrate the sublime doc- 
trine of a particular providence, by the care which our heavenly fa- 
ther takes of the ^* fowls of the air" and the ** liUes of the field ;" 
and teachers would do well to follow his example, and take eve- 
ry opportunity which is afforded them to inculcate this impor- 
tant lesson, by a frequent exemplification of the wisdom, con- 
trivance, and goodness of God in the visible works of his crea- 
tion, whereby his eternal power and Godhead,* although «nri- 
zihle to mortal eyes, are clearly seen by the eye of faith, and 
will prepare the mind for the reception of the sublimer doc- 
trines of Revelation, which will be gradually unfolded, as the 
sacred pages are opened and explained. 

There are other points of deep importance, in which the ex- 

ample of our blessed Redeemer should be imitated by his fol- 

• 

lowers as Teachers^ which will form the subject of a future pa- 
per. In the mean time we would earnestly recommend to all 
who are engaged in promoting the interests of Sabbath Schools, 
a daily and incessant application to the throne of grace for a 
special blessing on this great work, which has already been in- 
strumental to the salvation of thousands^ and if Gontinued under 
the influence of the Divine Spirit, will be the means of bringing 
ntillions of our fellow creatures in succession out of darkness into 
the marvellous light of the gospel of Christ. 

• Rom. 1. 
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ON THE ORIGIN OF SABBATH SCHOOLS. 

About the commencemeot of the year 1782, Robert Raikes, 
of the ancient city of Gloucester, in England, (the editor and 
printer of a newspaper called the Gloucester Journal, publish- 
ed weekly in that place,) having observed that a considerable 
namber of poor and illiterate children were wandering about 
the streets and neighbourhood, without any superintendence or 
means of instruction, and that on the Lord's Day their numbers 
were greatly increased, formed a plan to remedy the evil, by 
prVriding instruction for them on that day ; and immediately car- 
ried it into effect, in a manner described by himself with so much 
minuteness and simplicity, in a letter to a gentleman of Lan- 
cashire, who applied to him for information, that it would be 
injas^ce to Mr. Raikes to state the origin of the plan in any 
other words : 

*< Some business leading me one morning into the suburbs of 
the city, where the lowest of the people (who are principally 
employed in the pin manufactory) reside, 1 was struck with con- 
cern at seeing a group of children, wretchedly ragged, at play 
in the street. I asked an inhabitant whether those children be- 
longed to that part of the town, and lamented their misery and 
idleness. Ah ! sir, said'the woman to whom I was speaking, 
eoald you take a view of this part of the town on Sunday, you 
would be shocked indeed ; for then the street is filled with mul- 
titudes of these wretches, who, released on that day from their 
employment, spend their time in noise and riot, playmgat chuck,* 
and cursing and swearing in a manner so horrid, as to convey to 
any serious mind an idea of hell rather than any other place. 
We have a worthy clergyman, said she, minister of our parish, 
who has put some of them to school ; but upon the sabbath they 
are all given up to follow their inclinations without restraint, as 
their parents, totally abandoned themselves, have no idea of in- 
stilling into the minds of their children principles to which they 
themselves are strangers. 

* Pitch Pennies. 
Vor . I. 2 
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*« This conversation suggested to me, that it would at least be 
a harmless attempt, if it were productive of no good, should some 
little plan be formed to check {his deplordble profanation of the 
Sabbath. 1 then inquired of the woman if there were any de-- 
cent, well-disposed women in the neighbourhood, who kept 
schools for teaching to read. I was presently directed to four. 
To these I applied, and made an agreement with them, to receive 
as many children as I should send on the Sunday, whom they 
were to instruct in reading and the Church catechism. For this 
I engaged to pay them a shilling for their day's employment. 
The women seemed pleased with the proposal. I then waited 
on the clergyman before mentioned, and imparted to him my 
plan. He was so much satisfied with the idea, that he engaged 
to lend his assistance by going round to the schools on a Sunday 
afternoon, to examine the progress that was made, and to enforce 
order and decorum among such a set of little heathens. 

'' This, sir, is the commencement of the plan. It is now about 
three years since we began, and I could wish you were here la 
make inquiry into the effect. A woman who lives in a lane 
where I had fixed a school, told me some time ago, that the 
place was quite a heaven on Sundays, compared to what it used 
to be. The numbers who have learned to read and say their 
catechism are so great that I am astdtiished at it. Upon the 
Sunday afternoon the mistre-^ses take their scholars to church, a 
place into which neither they nor their ancestors ever entered 
with a view to the glory of <jod. Bui what is yet more extra- 
ordinary, within this month, these little ragamuffins have in great 
numbers taken it into their heads to frequent the early morning 
prayers, which, are held every morning at the cathedral at seven 
o^clock. 1 believe there were near fifty this morning. They 
assemble at the bouse of one of the mistresses, and walk before 
her to church, two and two, in as much order as a company of 
soldiers. I am generally at church, and after service they all 
come round me to make their bow ; and if any animosities have 
arisen, to make their complaint. The great principle I inculcate 
is to be kind and good-natured to each other ; not to provoke 
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one another ; to be dutiful to their parents ; not to offend God 
by cursing and swearing ; and such little plain precepts as all 
maj comprehend. As my profession is that of a printer, I have 
printed a little book, which I give amongst them ; and some 
friends of mine, subscribers to the Society for Promoting Chris- 
tian Knowledge, sometimes make me a present of a parcel of 
bibles, testaments, &c. which 1 distribute as rewards to the de- 
serving. The success that has attended this scheme has induced 
one or two of my friends to adopt the plan, and set up Sunday 
Schools in other parts of the city, and now a whole parish has 
taken up the object ; so that I flatter myself in time the good 
effects will appear so conspicuous as to become generally adopt- 
ed. The number of children at present thus engaged on the 
Sabbath are between two and three hundred, and they are in- 
creasing every week, as the benefit is universidly seen. I have 
endeavoured to engage the clergy of my acquaintance that re- 
side in their parishes. One has entered into the scheme with 
great fervour ; and it was in order to excite others to follow the 
example, that I inserted in my paper the paragraph which I 
suppose you saw copied into the London papers. I cannot ex- 
press to you the pleasure I often receive, in discovering genius 
and innate good dispositions among this little multitude. It is 
botanizing in human nature. I have often, too, the satisfaction 
of receiving thanks from parents, for the reformation they per- 
ceive in their children. Often I have given them kind admoni- 
tions, which I always do in the mildest and gentlest manner. The 
going among them, doing them little kindnesses, distributing 
trifling rewards, and ingratiating myself with them, I hear, have 
given me an ascendancy, greater than I ever could have imagi- 
ned ; for I am told by their mistresses that they are very much 
afraid of my displeasure. If you ever pass through Gloucester, 
' I shall be happy to pay my respects to you, and to show you 
the effects of this effort at civilization. If the glory of God 
be promoted in any, even the smallest degree, society must reap 
some ibenefit. If good seed be sown in the mind, at an early 
period of human life, though it shows itself not again for many 
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years, it may please God, at some fnture period, to cause it to 
spring up, and to bring forth a plenteous hanrest." 

Thus were the first four Sahbath Schools instituted little more 
than forty years ago ; and the benevolent founder of them hav- 
ing engaged several, of the clergy of his neighbourhood to co- 
operate with him in his pious efforts, had the satisfaction to see 
Sabbath Schools spread through the city and county in which he 
lived very extensively in the years 1782 and 1783 ; which en- 
couraged him, about the latter end of the year 1783, to publish 
a statement of the fact in the newspaper of which he was the 
editor, and of which statement, the following is a copy. 

^'^ Gloucester Journal, JVor. 3, 1783. 

" Some of the clergy in different parts of this county, bent 
upon attempting a reform among the children of the lower class, 
are establishing Sunday Schools for rendering the Lord's day 
subservient to the ends of instruction, which has hitherto been 
prostituted to bad purposes. Farmers and other inhabitants of 
the towns and villages, complain that they receive more injury 
in their property on the Sabbath, than all the week besides : 
this in a great measure proceeds from the lawless state of the 
younger class, who jire allowed to run wild on that day, free 
from every restraint. To remedy this evil, persons duly quali- 
fied are employed to instruct those that cannot read ; and those 
that may have learnt to read, are taught the catechism and con- 
ducted to church. By thus keeping their minds engaged, the 
day passes profitably, and not disagreeably. In those parishes 
where this plan has been adopted, we are assured that the be- 
haviour of the children is greatly civilized. The . barbarous 
ignorance in which they had before lived, being in some degree 
dispelled, they begin to give proofs that those persons are mis- 
taken, who consider the lower orders of mankind as incapable 
of improvement, and therefore think an attempt to reclaim 
them impracticable, or at least not worth the trouble." 

Those who never saw the dense population of the manufactur- 
ing cities ;md towns of Great Britain, before Sabbath Schools 
were instituted, can form but an inadeqate conception of the 
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improvement in the habits of the people which these schools 
introduced in such places. The city of Gloucester, in which 
Mr. Raikes resided, has been long famous for its pin manufac- 
tories, in which a considerable number of children are employ- 
ed ; and on whom the demoralizing effect of manufactories 
operated in its full force, without any counteracting influence, 
until these schools were established. Their parents being 
generally uninstructed themselves, could not instruct them ; 
nor was the time of cessation from labour during the week 
sufficient for any such purposef«, if they had been able. 

The Lord's day, therefore, was the only time in which their 
minds could be improved by educntion ; but this day was gene- 
rally spent in idleness, dissipation, and play. The streets were 
thronged with groups of children, annoying the peaceable inha* 
bitants and passengers, by their noise and profligacy, and oflen 
disturbing, with riotous profaneness, the very sanctuaries of 
religion. 

As soon as Sabbath Schools were introduced, these evils be- 
gan to disappear ; and order, decorum, and quiet, succeeded. 
The happy effect was observed by the inhabitants of the towns 
and villages around, and many of them followed the example of 
Gloucester. At length the outlines of the plan having been in- 
serted in some of the magazines and newspapers of the country, 
a consideraUe attention to it was excited in the metropolis ; and 
about the latter end of the year 1785, '* a Society for the sup- 
port and encouragement of Sunday Schools in the different coun- 
ties of £ngland," was established in London. 

[To be continued,] 



HINTS FOR THE FORMATION OF SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 

It is hoped, that by the extensive circulation of this Number, 
the following hints will* be read by many persons who, with 
benevolent dispositions, and within the reach of every material 
necessary to the formation of Sunday Schools, are desirous of 
accomplishing that object, yet have no opportunity of being 
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made acquainted with any regular system of operation. To 
8uch persons, the writer of these hints (who has had considera* 
ble experience in the opening and management of Sunday 
Schools) offers his opinion, that much depends on the manner of 
fbrming the school and its proper commencement, as well as upon 
the method of conducting it, and its regular continuance ; he 
therefore submits the following observations, the result of his 
own practice and the experience of others, for the considera- 
tion of those w\ko are desirous to have correct views of the 
best manner of forming, as well as of conducting a Sunday School. 

The first step necessary to the formation of a school, is to 
convene a meeting of those who are likely to engage in it as the 
conductors ; to elect a superintendent and other officers, explain 
the object in view, and give to those who are to be engaged in 
the work a few general rules for their government as Sunday 
School teachers. Surely nothing can be of greater benelit to 
a school than the giving to its conductors a correct view of their 
duties, and of the best method by which those duties may be 
performed. 

The decline of many Sunday Schools may be traced te the 
irregularity of their commencement. The superintendents being 
unacquainted with the teachecs, and the teachers unacquainted 
with the routine of a Sunday School, the double labour of in- 
structing both teachers and scholars too frequently falls to the 
share of the superintendents ; it is impossible they should act 
in concert in a school so constituted. 

The teachers too frequently seem only to interest themselves 
during the short time they may be in the school on the Sabbath 
day ; whereas a preparatory meeting, by making them acquain- 
ted with each other, and with the plan to be pursued,' would 
excite a more lively interest in the management of the school, 
and in the due performance by each of their respective duties, 
according to their previous arrangement. 

A society would thus be formed of the superintendent and 
teachers, which, if regularly continued, would greatly tend to 
the improvement of schools and the regular discussion of Sun- 
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day School affairs, for the go^erament and instruction of teach- 
ers io the task they undertake to perform. 

The first duty of the superintendent is to give to those who 
are to assist in the conduct of the school, some such hints 
as the folloMring, which, if carefully observed, would almost 
ensure success. 

Children, and those too of the most ignorant kind, and often of 
prejudiced and even ill disposed parents, are to be the objects of 
our care ; and it is more by our example than by our p recepts that 
any good is to be effected. The greatest circumspection, in every 
transaction, must necessarily be used, and importance must be 
attached to every duty, however trivial. It must be remember- 
ed, that order consists not merely in following any one particular 
plan or method ; but when any plan or method is adopted, in pur- 
suing it steadily. Teachers should not approach the place of 
instruction with levity, or in a careless manner. They should 
not remain a moment at the door for the purpose of talking ; 
but on entering the school, should proceed instantly to their re- 
spective classes, without entering into any conversation with 
the teachers of other classes ; nor during the hours of instruc- 
tion should any teacher leave his class for a n)oment. These 
tilings may seem to be of trifling import : yet every one of them 
will be found important in the conduct of stfch schools. With- 
out due attention to them, numberless little difficulties would 
occasionally arise, and in these trifling difficulties disorder has 
its' origin. The necessity of teachers being careful in what man- 
ner they enter the school, would be easily seen by those who 
reflect for a moment on the proneness of children to imitation : 
should a teacher stop for a moment at the door, his scholars 
would loiter there ; and surely the best method to prevent it, 
is for the teacher to enter instantly himself, (whether early or 
late,) with a mind actively intent on its object ; and the example 
of a moment would be worth the instruction of an hour. 

When the teacher has entered the school, by going instantly to 
his class, he would give the children a good impriession of the 
importance of his class in his own eyes. Should thoy bo ihc^re a 
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few moments before the time of opening the school, a word or 
two of praise for their punctuality would be likely to produce 
a good effect. 

Few of the children who first come to Sabbath Schools have 
mach sense of sliatne ; all have pride y and will feel a gratifica- 
tion in being praise<i fer their good deeds. Now, as to the manner 
in which a teacher should address his class. It is oflen the case, 
that teachers, by treating the boys with too much familiarity, 
lose the little influence over them they may possess. A stern 
address, or an inflexible gravity of countenance is not recom- 
mended, but a kind and affable manner, without familiarityy is 
preferable : for the old adage is here literally true, that/ar/M/t- 
arity breeds contempt. It, therefore, hecomes the duty of teach- 
ers to be as circumspect in the manner of addressing the children, 
as in the subject of tbe address itself. 

By attention and care, order may be established in any class. 
To preserve this order it is necessary that the teacher's attention 
should be continual and undivided. Children improve more 
from habit than inclination ; and to habituate them to any course 
of conduct requires constant repetition. Teachers must there- 
fore feel the necessity of remaining with their class while they 
are in school, and using every exertion to render them attentive 
to the instruction, whether moral or religious, they may give 
them. Children are not apt to meditate much upon what has been 
cither said or done, and the moment teachers cease to engage 
thrir attention, either by occasional advice, or by the regular 
exercises of the school, that moment disorder commences, and 
the only means they have to prevent it is to be unremitted in 
their own attention. 

The superintendent having thus given to the teachers a brief 
outline of their duty, the limits of the district from which the 
scholars are to be drawn should be agreed on ; and as experience 
bds proved it to be essential, that every parent should be visited 
previous to the admission of a child to the school, a few ob- 
servations relative to the course to hi* [nirsued in these visits, 
&nd on the general management oi' <(ich schools, shall be the 
subject of other communications. 



ExpUmalion of ihejPkUe. |7 

SZf LAVATIOir OF TBC PLATS. 

Matthew 2. 

New when Jesos was born in Bethlehem of Jadea,* in the 
days of Herod the king,t behold there came wise men from 
the East} to Jerusalem, saying where is he that is born king 
of the Jews ?'for we have seen his 8tar§ in the East, and are 
come to worship him. II 

When Herod the king had heard these things he was troubled,1f 
and all Jerusalem with him ; and when he had gathered the 
chief priests and scribes of the people together, he demanded 
of them where Christ should be bom. 



* About 6 or 7 miles from Jerusalem. 

f He reigned 37 years io Judea, reckoning from the time he was 
created king of that country by the Romans. Our blessed liord was 
bom in the 70th year of his age, and the last year of his reign ; and at 
this time the sceptre had literally departed' from Jtidah ; a foreigner 
being now upon the throne. 

I Magi from the Eastern countries, perhaps from Persia. — There 
was a aeot of philosophers who were called by this name in that coun- 
try. 

{ Having discovered an unusual luminous appearance or meteor in 
the Heavens, they probably considered this to be the star mentioned by 
Balaam. Numb. 24. 17. 

II Or to do him homage. This was done after the presentation of 
Christ at the Temple. 

T The following testimony of eminent Roman historians, shows the 
cause of this alarm : 

<^ An ancient and settled persuasion prevailed through the east, that 
the fates had decreed some to proceed from Judea, who should attain 
universal empire. This persuasion the Jews applied to themselves, 
and therefore rebelled." Suetonius. 

" Many were persuaded, that at that very time the east shouW pre- 
vail, and that some should proceed from Judea, and possess the domi 
nion." Tacitus. 

Vol. I. ^ 



1 8 Explanation of the Plate. 

And they said unto him, in Bethlehem of Judea ;'^ for thus 
it is written by the prophet,t and thou Bethlehem in the land 
of Judea art not the least | among the princes of Judah ;§ for 
out of thee shall come a governor that shall rule my people 
Israel. 

Then Herod, when he had privily called the wise men, in- 
quired of them diligently what tinie the star appeared ; and he 
sent them to Bethlehem,, and said go and search diligenth for 
the young child, and when ye have found him, bring me word 
again that I may come and worship him also. 

When they had heard the king they departed, and lo,the star 
which they saw in the east went before them, till it came and 
stood over where the young child was.H When they saw the 
star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy. 

And when they were come into the house, they saw the young 
child, with Mary, his mother, and fell down and worshipped 



* DaniePs weeks had so clearly defined the time of the comiog of 
the Messiah, that the minds of the whole nation were raised into the 
expectation of him. Hence it was doubted of tlie Baptist, whether he 
were not the Messiah. Luke, 3. 15. Hence it was, that the Jews 
were gathered together from all countries unto Jerusalem. Acts, 2» 
Hence it was, there was so great a number of false Christs. Matt. 24. 
5. &c. ; and in one word, " They thought the kingdom of Ood should 
presently appeftr.^ Luke, 19. 11. 

f Micah, 5. 2, 

I Or, Art thou not the least. 

} In Micah, instead of princes, it is the thousands of Judah, which 
has the same meaning ; for each tribe was probably divided into small 
portions, called thousands, in the same manner as in England certain 
divisions are called hundreds. See 1 Sam. 10. 19. 1 Chron. 12. 20. 

II This is rendered by some over the head of the child ; and seems to 
ustify the opinion that the luminous appearance which had hitherto 
rdirected them, now encompassed the head of the Saviour ; and proba- 
bly this gave the first idea to the ancient painters of representing Christ 
in the manger with a glory surrounding his head. 
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Idm : and when they had opened their treasnres, they present- 
ed unto him gifts ;* gold,t and frankincense, and myrrh. 
^ And being warned of God in a dream, that they should not 
' return to Herod, they departed into their own country another 
way. 

And when (hey were departed, hehold the angel of the Lord 
appeareth to Jciseph in a dream, saying, Arise, and take th« 
young child and his mother, and flee into Egypt ;| and be thou 
there until I bring thee word : for Herod will seek the young 
child, to destroy him. 

■ 

When he arose, he took the young child and his mother by 
night, and departed into Egypt ; and was there until the death 
of Herod : that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the 
Lord by the prophet, saying. Out of Egypt have I called my 
ton § 

* The people of the east never appioached the presence of kings and 
great personages without a present in their bands. This custom is often 
noticed in the Old Testament, and stiU prevails in the east, and in 
some of the newly discovered South Sea Islands. 

f The gold was probably a very providential supply, as it is likely 
they subsisted on it in Egypt. 

J Many Jews had settled in Egypt, which was now a Roman pro- 
vince ; and the rage of Herod could not pursue the holy family to this 
place. 

} Hosea, 11. 1. There appears to have been a particular intention 
of providence in Chrisl''s going into Eg} pt, that he might come up from 
the same place whence the nation of Israel had been brought. 

General Obsertafwns. — l^hc events »bove related seem to be an 
early indication of the calling of the Gentiles into the church of 
Christ, who was to be the *' light of the Gentiles," as well as " the 
glory of his people Israel ;" and let us Gentiles, while we reflect on 
them, spare no labour or expense in inquiring after Jlsus, our Prince 
and Saviour, to render him the honour ard submission due : let us 
cheerful]} devote cur talents to his sen ice : let us not hesitate to go to 
the meanest abode where little children arc to be found, to do them 
g-ood ; remembering tlie benevolent intimation of Lim who said (and 
will repeat it) '* Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of 
these mv brethren, ye have done it unto me." 



■■■/' 
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HYMN. 

Hail the blest morn ! when th^ great Mediator 

Down from the regions of glory descends! ?; j 

Shepherds, go worship the Babe in tin inniij|>^ , ' 

Lo ! for yoiir guide the bright angel attendi. 

Brightest and best of the sons of the morning ! 

Shine on oar darkness, and lend us your aid ; 
Star in the east^ the horizon adorning, 

Guide where the infant Redeemer is laid. 

Cold in his cradle, the dew drops are shining ; 

Low lies his head, witli th^ beasts of the stall ; 
Angels adore him, in slumbers reclining — 

Maker ^ and Monarchy and Saviour of alk 



rf 



Say, shall we yield him, in costly deyotiion|. 

Odours of £den in offerings divine ; %'' 
GeiM from the mountain, and pearls from the ocean. 

Myrrh from the ftrrest,^ and gold from the mine t 

'Vainly we oflfer each ample oblation ; 

Vaiply with gold would his favour secure ; 
Richer by far is the hearts adoration — 

Dearer to-GoD are the prayers of the poor. 

Brightest and best of the sons of the morning ! 

Shine on our darkness, and lend us your aid ; 
Star in the east, the horizon adorning 

Goide where the infant Redeemer is laid. CO. 



THE STAR OF BETHLEHEM. 

When marshall'd on the nightly plain, 

The glitt'ring hosts bestud the sky ; 
One Star alone, of all the train. 

Can £bc the sinner's WMUd'ring eye. H. K. W.. 
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FIRST SUNDAY SCHOOL IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

• ■ 

P The first Sunday School in this country was instituted in 
fi^^rhil'idclphia, in the year 1791, and incorporated in 17%. Itf 
object was to instruct, gratuitously, children to read and write, 
who were unable to attend school on other days ; but the in- 
struction was given by hired teachers ; and their design did not 
extend to the religious instruction of the scholars. 

The first suggestion of Sunday Schools on the present plan 
was made by the Rev. Hobtri May, a missionary from London. 

in a letter to the Evangelical Society of Philadelphia, in the 
summer of 1811, he proposed the establishment of Sabbath 
Schools ; produced specimens of the tickets, and developed the 
plaq. An association was formed, a school-house was erected, 
and a school collected 20th October, 1811, which was conduct- 
ed under the personal direction of Mr. May himself, until his 
embarkation A the spring of 1812. 



Jl Survey of Sahhath Schools throughout the Christian World ; 
showing their present State^ so far as.the Editor has been able 
to ascertain it, 

UNITED STATES. 

NeW'York Union. — The New- York Sunday School Union So- 
ciety presented their seventh annual report on the 6th of May 
last ; containing the most satisfactory evidence of the extend- 
ed and increasing utility of the schools ; of the unanimity and 
zeal with which the interests of the institution have been sus-. 
tained, and of the attention and fidelity of the teachers. 

Since that time, a statement of the number of scholars and ^• 
conductors in connexion with this union, up to the J 5th bf Octo- 
ber last, has been prepared, which we subjoin. 

In some of the schools, there will appear to be a large pro- 
portion of conductors compared with the number of scholars, 
but some are visiters^ who do not usually take charge of classes ; 
their time being princii»:dly occupied in visiting -absentees, and 
seeking new scholar* . 



i 



22 



A Survey of Sabbath SchooU, 



NUMBEB OF SCHOLARS, &C. ON THE 15tH OF OCTOBEB, 1823. 



# 



Church attached to. 




^y. 



Sdv^th Dutch church, 
Brick Presbyterian, 
South Baptist, 

Presbyterian ch- in Cedar-st. 
Associate Dutch churches, 
Methodist, in John-street, 
Presbyterian, in Pearl-street, 
St. George's church, 
Baptist, in Mulberryrstreet, 
Baptist, in Oliver-street, 

Do do. 

Murray-street church, 
Dutch church, in Franklin-st. 
Presbyterian, in Spring-street, 
St. Stephen's church, 
Presbyterian ch. in l^rovost-st- 
Presbyterian, in Rutgers-street, 
Presbyterian, in Sheriff-street, 
Freabyterian, at Greenwich, 
Presbyterian, in Allen-street, 
Baptbt church, in Vandam-st. 
St . George's church, 
Methodist, Allen-street, 
Presbyterian, in Broome-street, 
Methodist, in Forsyth -street^ 
Do. Crosby-streety . 

Baptist, Delancy-street, 
Presbyterian ch.Vandewater-st 
Do. Orange-street* 

Baptist ch. Mulberry -street, 
Methodist, Duane- street, 
St. George*8 church,cord adults 
Presbyterian, 
Mariner's church, 
African Baptist church, in An- 
thony-street, 
Methodist, Nicholas William-st 
Presbyterian Brick church, 
. Market-street church, 
., African Zion ch. Church street, 
^.Methodist ch. Cbrystie- street, 
Methodist, 

Kev. Mr. Bnien's church, 
Dutch church, corner of Green 

and Houston -streets, 
Methodist ch. Elizabeth-street, 

Ref. D. charch, M^JMenwich, 
Epis. church, in Grand- treet, 

Providence Chapel, 



No 10 Garden-street 

Engine house Rose-street 

in the church 

No 1 Thames-street 

Free school, c Ann & ^assau 

Free school. No. 1. Chatham 

Corner of William k, Duane 

Cliff-street school room 

Delphi school room, Chatham 

School room under the church 

Do. do 

Lecture room Warren* street 

School room, Dominick-street 

Lecture room 

School room under the church 

Free school in Henrv-street 

Mr. Baldwin's church 

Corner Hammond & Assylnm 

No. 28 Orchard-street 

In the church 

Corner of Ferry & Pearl streets 

Free school, Rivington street 

Free school Mott-street 

Forsyth-street 

Wesleyan Seminary 

Corner Chrystie i^ Delancey 

Session room 

&n the church 

Under the church 

Lecture room under the church 

No. 31 Gold-street 

At vianhattan Island 

Lecture room 

In the church 

Boweiy Village academy 

No. 9 Frankfort-street 

Lecture room 

In the church 

School room 

Mr. Carter's acad. Mulberry-st. 

c. Bleecker ii Elizabeth 

Corner of Prince h Wooster 

In the church 

Corner of Norfolk &i Grand 

Lecture room 

No. 404 Grand-street 

At Fort Lee 

Thompson-street 

Total, 



13i 60 



13i .60 
14 65 
13. 90 
10| 100 
16: 88 

8 52 
18 245 

7 50 

9 116 
10 78 
17 150. 

6 25 



10 
13 
16 
6 
12 
14 

19 

6 
6 

8 

10 

9 

15j 

14 

4 

12 

8 
6 
4 
9 



80 
77 
95 
45 
47 
60 
28 
79 

22 
24 
43 
72 
73 
54 
85 
51 

63 
26 
30 
34 
110 



7 75 



8 



80 



4973218 
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fiem-York Female Union, — The Seventh Report of the New- 
Tprk Female Union Society for the Promotion of Sabbath Schools, 
read attheirannaal meeting in April, 1823, contains the follow- 
ing statement of numbers of scholars and teachers ; with this 
▼ery interesting &ct, that 66 of the teachers and 18 of the 
scholars have made a public profession of their faith in Christ, 
by onion with the church, since the last report. 



H. 



Plaeet, 



DenominaliiOnt. 



is 

(SI 



Garden street, 

No. 1 Nassau-street, ... 

Mr. Kellogg's bcbool Room, Thames-st ' Presbyterian 

Ann -street Datch Church Lecture roomi Reformed Dutch 



Reformed Dutch 
I Presbyterian 



Associate Church in Cedar-street, 

St. George*s Vestry-room, 

Free Scbool. No. 1, . 

Lecture-room of Murray-street Church 

Warren-streety 
Free Scbool, No I9 ... 
Moravian Church, Fulton-street, . 
Comer of Broadway and Pearl street^ 
Baptist Church, Muf berry-street, 
Baptist Church, Oliver-street, . 
Free School, No. 2, Henry-street, . 
FrenUin-street, Lecture-room, 
Presb3rterian Church, Broome-streety 
Chrvstie-street, .... 
Spnug-street Lecture-roem, • 
Greenwich Village, Lecture-room, . 
Vandam-street, .... 
Misnoo-house, Baocke^street, 
Duane-street, ..... 

AHen-street, 

Free School No. 4, ... 

Bethel Bwtist Church, . 

Comer of Pump and Eldridge-streets, 



Associate Reformed 

Episcopulian 

Presbyterian 

Associate Reformed 

Methodist 

Moravian 

Associate Reformed 

Bdptist 

Baptist 

Presbyterian 

Reformed Dutch 

Presbyt«rian 

Episcopalian 

Presbyterian 

Reformed Dutch 

Baptist ^ 

Presby^iarian 

Methodist 

Methodist 

Methodist 

Baptist 

Methodist 



Presbyterian Ctiurch, Vandewater-street, Presbyterian 



St. George's Church, Adult School, . 

Market-street, . 

Kingsbridge, . 

Bowery Village, 

fifr. Patton's Church, 

African Free School, William-street, 

Anthony street, 

Bethel Free Scbool, 

Corner of Green and Houston 

Provost-street, 

Two Mile Stone, . 

Kip's Bay, 

Mr. Gomer's Chnrch, 



streets, 



Episcopalian 
Reformed Dutch 

Methodist 
! Presbyterian 
I Presbyterian 
I Baptist 
I Presbyterian 

Presbyterian 



11 
9 



;5 

CO 



461 



40 
50 



10: 60 
21 80 



"••** 



30 
256n 
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New-York Protestant Episcopal. — The sixth annual report of 
the Board of Managers of the New- York Protestant Episcoj^al 
Sundfty School Society, gi^es an interesting detail of the pro- 
gress of the several schools under the care of this respectable 
board, and states the accession to their union during the past 
year of the school, of St. Luke's church, consisting of a male 
and female department, in a very fl turishing condition ; and 
that which is attached to the old and respectable parish of Christ 
church, consisting of a male and female deparnnent. 

The schools in this union, agreeably to the reports received 
from them, and ranked according to their number of scholars^ 
respectively present the following aggregate : 

St. John's Chapel, parish of i male, 240 \ .... 

Trinity Church. ^female, 213^ ^^"^ 



Zion Church. 1 female, 140 ( 



320 



male. 



St. Luke'8 Church. JfemSe, 1(15^ ^16 

St. Paul's Chapel, parish of \ male, 61 > _, 

Trinity Church. { female, 100 1 *** 

St Mark's Church. | female, 5? [ ^^^ 

Christ Church. • j fe^^ie, 40 1 ^* 

0TBCe Church. ^ female, 55 

Akociate Male Sdj^l of Trinity and > ' . 

/ .|6race Churches. ) 

"'ifrinity Church. female, 43 

4lk. Phillip's Church, (coloured,) \ ^^^'^ ^ \ 42 

Total male, 772 

Total female, 768 

Grand total, 1640 

Albany, — The report of 'the^ state of these schools for 
the present year is not yet arrived. We have in our hands an 
' interesting report of November, 1 822, showing the origin and 
progress of the schools to that time ; from which we have ex- 
tracted the following particulars, and hope to give a later re- 
port in our next number : 
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Church to which 
they belong. 

l8t Presbyterian 
2d Presbyterian 
Ist Episcopalian 
2d Episcopalian 
Lutheran 
South Datch 
North Dutch 
Baptist. . • 
1st African 
2d do. adult 
Baptist African 



Location. 



No. of No. of 

Teachen. Scholars* 



Session room 
Chapel street . . 
Ladic'S School room 
Washington street 
Lutheran Church 
S, D. Church 
Consistory Room 
Baptist Church 
Lancaster Sch. room 13 
Uranian Hail 



8 


,72 


19 


'130 


7 


41 


5 


GO 


12 


86 


f 


8« 


15 


16f^ 


13 


. 95 


22 


. Ill 


112 


834 



TweWe of the teachers have made a public profeflsion of their 
fiiith in Christ, by union with the church since the commence- 
ment of the schools ; and 3,563 scholars have been admitted 
into the schools since the year 1813, when the first Sunday 
School in Albany, of which any account is extant, was opened 
in the school room of Mr. Upfold, in Van Tromp street. 

Phitadelpkia Adult School Union. — The iixth report of the 
Philadelphia Sunday and Adult School Union, read at their an- 
nual meeting held in the German Reformed Church, May 27th, 
1823, contains a highly gratifying list of schools in connex- 
ion witirthat union, which we regret we have not room to in- 
sert- 
It comprises 86 schools in Philadelphia city and county, and 
427 in other counties and states, making an aggregate of 513 
schools, with 501 ^ teachers^, and n,9:93 learners ! ! ! 

This is a glorious advance of the friends of christian educa- 
tion within these limits, in the space of only 12 years, and re- 
flects the highest honour on the conductors. The Philadelphia 
christians, (with a laudable zeal which has called forth the ad- 
miration of an older christian country,) hayo sent forth a Sun- 
day School Missionary, (the Kev. VV. C. Blair,) who has tra- 
velled 2500 miles, and been instrumental in awakening a great 
degree of interest in this glorious cause. 
Vol. I. 4 
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Baliimore.-'^We understand a considerable number of Sunday 

schools are in operation at Baltimore, and a lively interest is felt 

here too for their success and extension; but we have not seen any 

late report ; and hope td give a correct statement of these and 

other schools in the United States, in the next number. 

GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND. 

Great Britain. — The Annual Report of the British Sunday 
sckpol union, foK?the y^ar ending the 1st day of May last, con- 
tains the following summary of the last returns received by the 

committee : 

Schools. Teachers. Scholars. 

Four London Auxiliaries . 397 6083 55,176 

Country Unions, &.c. . . 2888 37,546 383,<>70 

Wales 974 14,018 9o,240 

Sabbath School Union for Scotland 1292 3,000 71,300 



Total reported in Great Britain 5551 59,647 608,386 

/re/and.-Sunday School So- ^^^^ ^ ^^ 

ciety tor Ireland . . 

Hibernian Society, — Hibernian ^^^ 6824 

Society 

Total in Great Britain and Ireland 7173 71 ,275 764,991 



Since the preceding year, there uppears to have been an ad- 
dition of 163(5 schools, 20,900 teachers, and 108,449 scholar^ I 
included in the above list. » %. "' 

We cannot omit an interesting practical observation oa^fie 
Irish schools, which is contained in this Report, under -j^ie head 
Ireland : *^ The Sunday school society for Ireland, tlMJiih not in 
connexion with your anion, shoujd not be unnotiMl in any 
statement of the progress of Suifday schools during the past 
year. The committee of this excellent society, have lately 
published a very interesting document, which fully proves that 
Sunday schools not only promote the spiritual interests of the 
young, but also their temporal interests, and that they are a be- 
nefit to civil society as well as to the church of God. In com- 
paring the different provinces and counties of Ireland, it is oh* 
seri^ble that those are the most orderly in which there are the 
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most Sunday scholars, and those the most disorderly in which 
there are fewest. In one of the most orderly provinces, the 
proportion of f^cholars to the population is cHS one to seventeen ; 
in one of the most disorderly, it is only as one to nine hundred 
and seventy-seven ! This proves to a demonstration, that re- 
ligious instruction nnd social h.ippiness arc identitied ; and that 
the best friends of their country sire Ahose who are the most 
strenuous promoters of wisdom and knowhdge, which are the 
stability of our times. 

Canada, — A society has been lately formed in Canada, called 
" The Sunday School Union Society of Camida." 

There are 28 schools in Lov^er Canada connected with this 
union, containing about 1200 children, having about 200 gratui- 
tous teachers ; and many instances have occurred of the divine 
blessing attending both teachers and children. Many of the 
liberal donors to this society are of the Roman Catholic church ; 
and the Bishop of the upper province has lately expressed his 
determination to establish Sunday schools (wherever practica- 
ble,) throughout his diocese. 

Newfoundland. — Amidst much poverty and distress, the Sun- 
day schools established here have continued to diffuse their 
blessings among the population. There are 15 schools^ con- 
taining 858 scholars. 

kiMova Scotia, there are 3 schools, containing 233 scholars. 
Weit Indies, — There are Sunday schools in most of the West 
India Itlands, and upwards of 6000 scholars are taught in them. 
In AntigaaK the progress of Sunday school instruction has been 
tmly eiksoaraging. There are 8 schools, atjd lfc5 scholars in 
this island, connected with the Church Missionary Society. 
More than 60 of the young people are awakened to a serious 
concern for their eternal interests. Besides %hich, the Wcs- 
leyan Missionary Society Sunday Schools in .^yitigua contain 
about 1000 children ; and in the past year 60 young persons have 
joined that !*o(:iety, who were educated in the Sunday schools. 

France, — Sabbath schools have been introduced in several 
places in this country, notwithstanding the impediments whicl* 
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a general disr^ard of the Sabbath, and the want of gratuitooff 
teachers occasion. Several new schools have been ibimed 
during the last year, and religious instruction is making some 
progress. 

A Sunday school has been formed at the Protestant church at 
Paris, by the Rev. Mr. Monod. Two hundred children attend ; 
and among them are the sons and daughters of some of the most 
wealthy and inflnential Protestants of the capital, who wish to 
give their offspring the religious advantages of the school, and, 
at the same time, to present an example to the other classes of 
Protestants attending the same church. The committee of the 
British Sunday School Union have voted a supply of books to 
the Rev. Mark Wilks, for the establishment of an English Sun- 
day school at Charenton, about six miles from Paris, which 
consists of about 50 children And an Enghsh Sunday school 
has been formed near the town of Calais, which, by the muni- 
cipal laws of the country, is restricted to children born of Eng- 
lish parents : it consists of about 50 scholars. 

Holland, — In this country, the king, nobles, and principal 
citizens, patronize and support the Sabbath schools. All the 
cities and large towns, with several villages, have their institu- 
tions both for children and adults under the care of the minis- 
ters, and the superintendence of the most respectable inhabitants. 

Switzerland, — Efforts are now making by the Rev. Csesar 
Malan for the religious instruction of the youth of this country. 

Gibraltar, — A Sunday School is established in this town, un- 
der encouraging auspiceis. 

India, — It #a8 calci]ilated by that eminent servant of God, 
the Rev. Mr. Ward, (who now rests from his labours,) that 
there are 20,000 heathen children receiving instruction in India. 
As the Sabbath i#not yet generally observed in this country, 
these schools, of course, are not Sunday schools, yet they are 
preparing the way for them, and the estabhshment of female na- 
tive schools is a most interesting and encouraging circumstance. 

Ceylon. — The Wesleyan Missionary Society reports 86 schools, 
120 teachers, and 5166 scholars. The distinct recognition of 
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the Christian Sabhath in some parts of this island, is a subject 
of great promise. 

JV«Tv South Wales, — Several Sundaj7 schools have been formed 
in this colony. The Wesleyan Sydney Sunday School Union, 
consists of 4 schools, and 1 80 scholars. , 

Van Dieman^s Land. — A Sunday school is formed at Hobart's 
Town, in this colony, and others are expected. 

South Seas, — A considerable Sunday school is formed at 
Huahine, by Mr Charles Barff, who was formerly a Sunday 
school teacher in London. The number in the school is 230 
boys, and 120 girls. The number of boys is the greatest, 
because the girls were more frequently murdered in their horrid 
custom of infanticide, which is now abolished with their idolatry. 
The children are instructed by pious rujttive teachers, six males 
and six females, besides the superintendent. At Wilks' Harbour, 
from 100 to 150 adults attend every morning at sunrise. The 
children -are catechised on Sundays by native teachers. At 
Papara, 700 children and adults attend school, and their progress 
is encouraging. 

West Africa. — The scholars educated by the Church Missiona- 
ry Society, amount to upwards of 4000. The Sunday school at 
Freetown, contains 120 scholars, to whom the scriptures are 
explained in the evening. 

Souik Africa. — Sunday schools are established in five o^ (he 
setfiements. In the Sunday School Union, for the district of 
Albany, die schools proceed regularly and effectually. 

PacaUdorp. — At Pacalsdorp, since the instkution of the 
Sabbatb school, the slaves (anxious for leaming^ome to the 
settlement from every quarter. 



a^-. 
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CELEBRATION OF A SUNDAY SCHOOL ESTABLISHMENT. 

New-York, \6ih November, 1823. 
This evening we attended the celebration of the establishment 
of Sunday schools in the north-west district of this city, in the 
Presbyterian church in Spring-street ; when a solemn and im- 
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pressive address was delivered by the Rev. Samuel H. Cox, 
(the minister of that church,) to a congregation of probably 
3000 persons ; for the church was entirely full : many who 
came, returned for want of room, and nearly 800 children were 
in the galleriesf, accompanied by their respective teachers, pre- 
senting a scene highly gratifying to the patriot and the christian. 

The services began with an affectionate address by Mr. Cox 
to the children, in which he recommended to them order and 
quit't ; an exhortation which they honoured throughout the 
whole service. 

An •appropriate hymn, composed for the occasion, was then 
sung, and followed by pirayer ; when an address was delivered 
by Mr. Cox, which, we regret, we have not room to report fully. 

Mr. Cox proposed as his theme, the excellency of the Sabbath 
school system: in unfolding which, he presented as proofs of 
that excellency, the four following considerations : 

1st. I'he object of Sabbath schools j 

2dly. The means used to attain it ; 

3dly. The manner of applying them ; and 

4thly. The success atten«ling their efforts and operations. 

The object, he said, was to instruct the young in their duty 
as christians. It was an object so great, that it had engaged the 
attention of kings, nobles, statesmen, and, above all, of eminent 
christians ; who, like their blessed Master, '* went about doing 

good." 

He said the system had a general and a special excellency. 
ioaf( 
Icm, 

of operation, by prevention rather than cure, showed its special 
excellency. Mr. Cox illustrated this by reference to the scien- 
ces of medicine and legiMation: The sublimest attainments of 
the healing art, he said, are those which are preventive rather 
than curative ; and the laws which erect gaols to punish, are not 
to be compared to those which erect schools to prevent human 
delinquency. 

Another special excellency, he said, was, that the system 



The extensioflfof its influence over the whole of mankind, with- 
out distincticm, showed its general excellency ; and its method 
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operates on the youngs at the happiest period of human hfc, and 
when the mind is most susceptible of impression. According to 
Christ's teaching* it aims indeed to '' m'dke the tree good/' in 
order ^' that the fruit may be good also :" but it begins with the 
tree when it is but a twig ; takes it in its pliancy ; prunes it ; 
erects its stem towards the skies^ and teaches it to expand its 
foliage to the sun; to drink the dews of heaven; to shed its 
fragrance through the air, and bring forth ii% fruit to maturity 
and perfection : but to bend a full grown oak, how vain is the 
attempt ! 

Mr. Cox here noticed the fact, that the pious kings of Judah 
bad all conmienced their career of piety in youth ; and that Ti- 
mothy had been instructed from his youth by his mother Eunice 
and his grandmother Lois. This led the preacher to make an 
animated and impressive address to the mothers present, urging 
them to send their children to the Sunday schools, and second 
the efforts of the teachers to impress upon them the *' image^nd 
saperscription" of Christ. He said, that in the last age, piety 
was passive ; and that orthodoxy and passivity were considered 
almost synonymous : but now something is felt of the active dis- 
position of the ^rs^ age of Christianity. Paul was an active 
christian — was he not orthodox ? Had he too much zeal ? No 
seas or mountains could stop him in his course of active phi- 
lanthropy until he had ** finished" that " course with joy." 

Id speaking on the Sd and 3d heads, the preacher said, there 
was nothing secular or sectarian in the means, or in the method 
of prosecuting the system. 

We have a clear judication of the will of God that aZ/ should 
be taught to read; and it would be well if Congress would pass 
a law punishing the neglect of this imperious duty wlierever 
that neglect was wanton or unnecessary. 

There is nothing in it to alarm society ; it cannot be suspected 
of treason ; it seeks no earthly reward ; it proceeds in its noise- 
less, unoffending course, without ostentaUon or parade, and 
looks for a recompense in the approbation of God and of Cukis r. 

As to the success of the system, the preacher stated it to havo 
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been so rapid, that Great Britain (wkere it originated only 
about 40 years ago,) there are now upwards of 6000 schools , 
60,000 teachers, and 700,000 Sunday school scholars. He 
stated its rapid progress in this city, Philadelphia, Balti- 
more, and other places ; and was decidedly of opinion that- it 
was one of the principal means by which the millenium was to 
be introduced upon the earth. 

The preacher here spake of the Sabbath schools as being 
nurseries for great men, and destined to produce the Newtons, 
Whitfields, Howards, Buchanans, Marty ns, and Vanderkemps 
of a future age. 

He then addressed parents on the necessity of their aiding by 
their example and their prayers, the efforts of the teachers, and 
admonished them faithfully, (, 

To try each art, reprove each dull delay ; 
Allure to brighter worlds, and lead the way." 

I^a next address was to teachers ; and here he emphatically 
said, '^ I am glad they are to have a better encomium than any 
I can pronounce. If their motives are what they ought to be, 
(and let them look to that infinitely vital point.) Christ will 
pronounce their eulogium when they have finished their labours, 
and will award them the honour that cometh from God only.'' 

His closing sentences were addressed to the auditory in ge- 
neral, on the '' honour, ornament, and dignity" of doing good; 
enforcing the sentiment with a quotation of the following beau- 
tiful lines : — 

" No radiant pe^rl which crested fortune wears, 

*' Nor gem, that, twinkling, hang^from beauty's ears ; 

Nor the bright stars which nighf s blue arch adorn ; 

Nor rising suns that gild the vernal mom, 
" Shine with such lustre, as the tear that breaks 
" For others' wo, down virtue's manly cheeks." 

*^* The great lengrth of the Survey of Sabbath Schools contained in 
this number, prevents the Editor from introducing several original 
composition^ which were prepared and sent to the press ; but they will 
appear in the next number. 
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INTRODUCTION— CONTINUED. 

In the former number the meeknesi of Christ, his patience and 
perseverance^ with his manner of instruction, were recommended 
to the attention of Sabbath School Teachers. A few additional ob- 
servations on the divine example of our blessed Master as a teach- 
er will not, it is hoped, be unacceptable. And first, the memoirs 
of bis life which the four evangelists have recorded, exhibit in 
him a course of intense and incessant piety. In reviewing these 
sacred records for particular instances, such a large number is 
to be found that it is difficult to select any ; nor is it perhaps 
necessary to do so, since thosn for whom these observations are 
intended cannot be unacquainted with the fact that the life of Christ 
was a life of ardent and unwearied devotion ; and that whether 
he walked in the streets of the city of Jerusalem, or retired to 
the hills that surround it, the employment of his divine mind 
was prayer."*^ It is recorded six times that he gave thanks to 
God before partaking and distributing food ; and the whole night 
before he chose the twelve Apostles who were to be the com- 
panions of his Ufe, and the witnesses of his resurrectioiii wai 
spent in prayer. 

In the midst of his lamentation over Chorazin and Bethsaida 
how piously and emphatically does he express his thanks, that 
while divine truth was *' hidden from the wise and prudent it 
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was rerealed unto babes ;'' and with what readiness and simpli- 
city of language does he teach his disciples to pray, immediately 
after he had taught them by his example; for it was just at the time 
when he had been praying himself that one of his disciples said 
unto him, " Lord- teach us to pray, as John also taught his dis- 
ciples."* Thus, as the scholars of Christ were taught both by his 
precept and example to pray, should the Sabbath School scholars 
be taught by the precept and example of their teachers to do 
the same. 

The next great lesson given to us by the example of our di-. 
vine Master, and which should be transcribed into the life of 
every Sabbath School teacher, is benevolence. " This is my 
commandment/' said he to those whom he taUght, " that ye love 
one another as I have loved you."t Let every teacher incul- 
cate the same lesson : let it be manifest to every scholar that the 
teacher really loves him, and has. his interest at heart ; and that 
it is equally t^e duty and interest of scholars to love one ano- ^ 
ther. Let this lesson of •Christain love be frequently and ear- 
nestly enforced, and every learner be taught that selfishness is 
a sin. The boundless benevolence of Christ is a theme on 
which the Christian teacher will delight to dwell. 

This is not the place for expatiating on that immeasurable 
love which brought our blessed Master from Heaven to suffer 
and to die for us ; but let the glorious truth never be forgotten. 
Our present design is rather to contemplate his character as a 
teacher^ and to inculcate the doctrine that the same mind must 
be in us that was in him, for *' if any man have not the spirit of 
Christ he is none of his." Now, it is evident that with the 
teachings of Christ were connected the most benevolent feelings 
towards those who were attending him : With what prompti- 
tude and tenderness did he administer to their temporal wants, 
and heal their maladies ; how readily did he go from one place 
to another to do them good, or to do good to those with whom 
they were connected ; — and although he had not a piece of mo- 
ney when called upon to pay tribute, nor even a place where to 

* Luke 11. t J<%15. 1?. 
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hty his head yet, it U evident, from incidental circumstances, that 
out of the little means occasionaHy at his disposal he contributed 
to the necessities of the poor.* The Sabbath School teacher 
should follow this example, so far as it is in bis power. He 
should endeavour to find out, and do what he can to alleviate, 
the temporal necessities of the children under his care ; he 
should visit them and their parents in sickness, or in any other 
affiction ; he should endeavour to find suitable situations for 
the children when they are old enough to go from home for em- 
ployment, and should watch their progress, and endeavour to 
preserve in their minds a recollection of the lessons they have 
learnt. 

Thirdly. The instructions which Christ gave to his disci- 
ples were generally short, and might easily be comprehended by 
the plainest understanding. They were often illustrated by 
parables, and were well calculated, by the simplicity of the 
style and the beauty of the illustration, to fix the attention of 
his hearers. And there is nothing more worthy of imitation 
than this. Let teachers but once fix the attention of their scho- 
lars, and they will be sure of success. The youthful mind is na« 
turally volatile : it has to learn the habit of attention ; and when 
this habit is acquired education is easy. 

Lastly. It is of the highest importance that the example of 
our divine Teacher should be followed in referring to the scrip- 
tures : He repeatedly appealed to them to enforce the truth of 
wh£|t he taught ; and the appeal was never made in vain. In 
his contention with Satan, and in his arguments with the unbe- 
lieving Jews, as well as in his conversations with his friends, 
and even when nailed to the cross, he either referred to the 
scriptures then extant, or adopted the language. He constantly 
spake of them as books of authority : he quoted them for in- 
struction, for admonition, and in prayer ; and he inculcr»ted the 
spiritual sense of them. Let the Christian teacher do tlic siime : 
the rich treasures of the Old and New Testaments arc in his 
hands, and he must bring forth from thence things new and old 
with discretion, and so teach his scholars not only to read, but 
also to " mark, learn, and inwardly digest," the sacred truths of 
divine revelation. 
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Thus will a good foundation be laid for a Christian life, and. 
both teacher and scholar be richly rewarded. But after all, let 
this great truth be deeply impressed on the minds and hearts of 
those for whom these observations are designed, that of them- 
selves they are but unprofitable servants, and that this great 
work of religious instruction, and all our works, must be begun, 
continued, and ended in God : they must be performed with 
<* fear and trembling :" with fear, lest we should fail of the grace 
of God ; and with trembling, lest we should forget that of our- 
selves we can do nothing, but that it is '^ God who worketh in 
us both to will and to do of his good pleasure ;" and to him let 
aU the glory be ascribed. 



HINTS FOR THE FORMATION OF SUNDIT SCHOOLS— COntlUUed. 



By experience it has been found, that the good will and co- 
operation of parents are as essentially requisite to the success 
of every Sunday School, as the regular attendance and willing 
attention of their children. Experience has also taught, that 
nothing will gain that good will sooner than an introductorj- 
visit ; and if the visit be conducted in a proper manner, it will 
insure the co-operatidn of the parents with every plan of the 
teacher, and will lay the foundation of future visits, which, if 
pursued with regularity and discretion, will form the links of a 
chain that will bind the scholar to his duty. 

There are instances, perhaps, in which introductory visits 
have produced no good ; but this has happened through the in- 
judicious manner of conducting them. Some teachers, sanguine 
in their expectations, and eager to attiin their object, have met 
with a repulse through the harsh, abrupt, and arbitrary manner 
of introducing the subject of the school : they expected that a 
hint would insure success ; but meeting with direct opposition 
to their views, they have retired disappointed, and sometimes 
discouraged— regretting that parents should be found sp blind 
to the welfare-, and so opposed to the improvement, of their own 
children. Let such teachers reflect for a moment on the op- 
position to the introduction of Christianity, and the persecution 
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of those who laboured so hard to introduce it, and that such per- 
secution was by the most enlightened of that age, then will they 
neither be surprised nor disheartened should they meet with 
opposition from the most ignorant of their own. Teachers may 
say, if parents will not be persuaded that any good can result 
from the schools ; if they will continue to oppose every benevo- 
lent effort ; if the children, Sabbath afler Sabbath, must be driven 
as it were to school, **and forced to participate in its benefits, 
then let their blood be upon their own heads — we can, and will 
fill our schools with such as willingly and cheerfully attend, 
and whose parents, with heart-felt gratitude, will thnnk U8 for 
the opportunity thus kindly and disinterestedly offered." If 
such be their language, they have forgotten the very object of 
Sunday School instruction. When Sunday Schools were first 
instituted they were intended to benefit the worst and most ig- 
norant of children ; and there are now many who, in the whole 
course of their Uves, have never received one word of moral 
or religious instruction, and who have been allowed by their 
careless and unthinking parents to loiter round o«tr docks, 
streets, and market places. Sabbath after Sabbath, without in- 
struction ; such children and such parents most need the assist- 
ance of a Sunday School ; and with such, too much prudence and 
circumspection cannot be used even when introducing the name 
of Sunday School instruction. 

Many parents are so indifferent to any mental or moral im- 
provement of their children that they would only be interested 
by views* of advantage of a temporal nature. To such persons 
such views should be laid open, and instead of endenvouring to 
excite the feelings on the side of religion or conscience, at the 
first visit, let this be the work of some future visit. 

As to the children, let the first object of the teacher be to 
bring them willingly to school, by exciting their curiosity and 
making them anxious for information when they are there. 
That eminent philosopher, Profescor Stewart, observes, that it 
is the first business of eilucation to rouse the curiosity of the 
pupil, and direct it to its proper object. 

In the exposition of the object and rules of the sf.hool, then, 
let some minute relations be given of interesting facts relative 
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to Sunday Schools, such as the history of any child who has de- 
rived, considerable good from being connected with such m 
institution, and curiosity will be excited to go to a place where 
any thing so strange and extraordinary has occurred, when a, 
higher motive may fail. /'^' 

In the introductory visit to parents, and on every subsequent 
interview, teachers are recommended to be affable, circumspect,- 
and above all, unassuming. Before entering the house they 
should reflect seriously on their duty ; which is to obtain, if pofl* 
sible, the willing and regular attendance of the children, that, 
they may be morally and religiously instructed, and/ receive a .;:.* 
little of that common learning which is requisite fo|^ the dailj ''' 
purposes of life. Prudence is necessary in forming the plan 
with discretion^ in accommodating it to the various dispositions 
of mankind. How much discretion is necessary when teach- 
ers discuss with parents the topic of governing their children. 
Too often teachers have been so imprudent as to blame parents 
for their mode of management in the presence of their children. 
This is humbling, it is degrading their parents in the eyes of those 
very children who are constantly to be taught to obey them. 
To govern and to correct are generally synonymous terms with 
some parents, and by being acquainted with the habits and dis- 
positions of the children they think they are much better quali- 
fied to correct them than others; but sometimes their opposition 
is founded more in a sense of mortified pride than any convic- 
tion that their method is superior to the one recommended by a 
teacher. 

The following course of conduct, adopted by one of the best 
regulated schools in New- York, has been crowned with all the 
success that could be expected. The parents of every child, 
previous to the adnii-^sion of that child into the school, have 
been visited ; the object of the school has been explained to 
them, the rules for the behaviour and attendance of their chil- 
dren have been minutely detailed, and an agreement has been 
entered into between the parents and the teachers to act in con^ 
cert. Measures of this kind, by showing parents how much 
depends upon their own exertions, will give them some idea ^ 
of their own consequence, and will attach more importance to 
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the school hy making an admittance a matter of some formality : 
a similar course is recommended to others. Parents should be 
told that if they will send their children, regularly co-operate 

• with the teachefs In. their plan, and endeavour to enforce on their 
children a due observance of the regulations, they and their 

■'children may participate in its benefits ; and that if they will 
a^ee on their parts to perform this easy ta^k, the teachers will 
agree on their parts to do them all the good in their power, and 
to act, not for themselves, but for the children. Should the chil- 
dren at any time absent themselves, the teachers should engage 
to give the parents immediate notice, and consaltwith them o^ 
the best measures to be pursued in bringing them to a proper 
sense of their duty. Teachers should also express a wish to be 
informed by parents of any little facts relative to the improve- 
ment of their children ; and should they have acquired any bad 
habits, this should also be made known to the teachers, that they 
may concert with the parents on the best mctins of reclaiming 
them. This deference to the judgment and opinions of parents 
will secure their co-operation, and prevent that opposition to 
the views and wishes of teachers which unfortunately for the 
success of Sunday Schools too frequently occurs. 

(To be continued,) 



AN INTERESTING FACT. 



An attentive observer of the progress and influence of Sab- 
bath Schools, and the high rank which they hold in the benevo- 
lent operations of the present age, must be fully convinced that 
they are among the most distinguished means which will b<> 
used to usher in the glories of the millenial day. 

The history of Sabbath Schools fully justifies this view of their 
importance. By their rapid progress and powerful cflects in 
this country, where correct systems of government and proper 
instruction prevail, they have contributed very largely to the 
supply of members of our churches, who while imparting, or 
aiming to impart, religious instruction to others, have thcmsehviH 
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been taoght 6/ the spirit* and by this instrumentality have been 
made flavingly acquainted with Christ. 

lu iUustrati'on and proof of this fact, and as an enconrage* 
ment to teachers to be faithful to each other as well as to their * 
acholdrs, and to be more humble and fervent in prayer for tL 
jgreater effusion of the Holy Spirit on all who are engaged in^ 
this delightful work, the Editor is authorized to publish the 
following fact, communicated by a clergyman in New- Jersey. 

In his congregation the interests of vital piety had for a long 
time languished. The Sabbath School attached to his churck:. 
was tolerably well attended by scholars ; and there were twelTe* 
teachers ; two only of whom were professedly pious. The two 
who had'liopQ in Christ had long mourned over the condition 
of their impenitent fellow teachers ; and a few months ago called 
on their minister, inquiring of him what they should do to re- 
vive the interest of Sabbath Schools, and to persuade their 
fellow teachers to become more deeply atid piously engaged in 
the task they had undertaken to perform. They felt that they 
needed their co-operation in higher duties — their prayers, their 
religious example, and their influence. 

After an hour or two of solemn consideration of the subject 
and prayer for direction, it was agreed that one hour every 
week, at a specided time, should be set apart by them to pray 
for their impenitent fellow- teachers." This engagement was 
religiously observed. 

Not many weeks passed before three of the teachers came 
trembling to their minister, bowed down with a deep conscious- 
ness of their ill desert, asking the way to eternal life : not many 
days passed before they found peace and joy in believing. Shortly 
after iWisJive more of the teachers came, and, with the deep- . 
est solicitude for their eternal welfiire, inquired *' What they 
must do to be saved." They too were now rejoicing in a good 
hope, through grace, of pardon and everlasting life. Thus ten 
of the teachers are now hopefully pious, and have been pro- 
pouhded for admission to the church. This revival has ex- 
tended to the congregation, in which several others have al- 
ready been released from the thraldom of sin, and introduced 
to the enjoyment of that Uberty wherewith Christ " makes hi!i 
children free." 
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I 

OmOTN O^ THE BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETT* 

This society, which comhines more active piety and zeal, 
ith and talents, than have ever been united before, owes 
•rigin to the institution of Sabbath Schoolt. 
The inhabitants of the principality of Wales (which forms a 
part of the kingdom of Great Britain,) entered into the spirit of 
Sabbath School instruction very shortly after its commence- 
t at Gloucester, but soon found they had not a supply of Bibles 
ient for the increased number of readers ; which induced 
'//Mr. Charles, a benevolent man from that country, to under- 
take a journey to London to raise a subscription for printing an 
I edition of the Bible in Welch. The subject was brought before a 
Meeting of the Religious Tract Society, when the Rev. Joseph 
Hughes, whose name is so well known and respected in the 
religpom inatitntions of Great Britain, suggested, tbit w th a 
little inore. exertion than was required for supplying the Welch 
with Bibles might be formed a society whose increasing funds 
would, in time, supply the means for printing Bibles for every 
part of the British dominions, and in every language on the 
earth. 

The suggestion was adopted, and the British and Foreign 
Bible Society was formed. 

This society since its commencement has expended four 
millions of dollars ; has issued in different languages three mil- 
lion eight hundred and seventy Jive thousand four hundred and 
I seventy four copies of the Holy Scriptures I and now issues iive 
' millions of Religious Tracts annually ! 



LET INFIDELS READ THE BIBLE THEY OPPOSE. 

Mr. Robert Aitkin, a printer and bookseller of Philadelphia, 
was the first person who printed a Bible in that city ; and the 
second, if not the^rs^, who printed that sacred volume in the Uni- 
ted States. He was a Scotch Seceder, and an eminently pious 
man. While he kept a bookstore, a person called on him, and 
inquired if he liad Paine* s Age of Reason for sale. He told hira 

Vol. I. e . • 
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he had not ; but having entered into conversation with him, and 
found he was an iniidel, he told him he had a better book than 
Paine's Age of Reason, which he usually sold for a dollar, but 
would lend it to him if he would promise to read it ; andif aHef 
he had actually read it, he did not think it worth a dollar, H^"*. 
would take it again. The man consented ; and Mr. Aitkin put i. 
Bible into his hands. He smiled when he found what book he 
had engaged to read, but said he would perform his engagement. 
He did so ; and when he had finished the perusal he came back 
to Mr. Aitkin and expressed the deepest gratitude for his recom- 
mendation of the Book, saying, it had made him what he was not 
before — a happy man ; for he had found in it a Saviour, and the 
way of salvation. Mr. Aitkin rejoiced in the event, and had the 
satisfaction of knowing that the Reader of the Bible, from that 
day to the end of his life, supported the character of a consist- 
ent Christian, and died with a hope full of immortality. 

Mr. Aitkin's grandson, now resident in New- York, has rela- 
ted the event to the Editor as a fact well known in his family. 



ON SOCIAL PRAYER. 



Jin Attempt to answer the Question " What are the best Means of 
Improvement in Social Prayer ^^^ intended to have been read at 
a Prayer Meeting where the question had been proposed for 
discussion. 

That meetings for social prayer are not always conducted in 
the best manner at present, and that they are susceptible of im- 
provement, are implied in the question propounded. 

Prayer, as defined by the pious Dy. Watts, *' is the address 
of a creature on earth- to God in heaven, about every thing that 
concerns his God, his neighbour^ or himself in this world, or in 
the world to come. It is that language wherein a creature holds ^ 
correspondence with his Creator ; and wherein the soul of a 
saint often gets near to God — is entertained with great delight, 
and, as it were, dwells with his Heavenly Father for a short 
s^sason before he comes to Heaven." The Doctor' adds, that 
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prayer is to be improved by Christians until they acquire a holy 
ikdll in it. 

The question now is, what are the best means of improve- 
^IMMBnt ? It may be answered in one word — Exercise : And the 
MttteDer in which those persons should perform such exercise 
who occasioniilly assist in the conduct of social worship, and , 
who are not ministers, shall be the subject of our present con- 
sideration. 

Let us then look at the defects which too often appear in the 
conduct of social prayer meetings ; for by dircctiug our atten- 
tion to them it is that we can best proceed to consider the reme- 
dies . — First. There is a deficiency o( order in the arrangement 
of the subjects on which prayer should be made at such meet- 
ings. Secondly, The persons who generally assist in the con- 
duct of them are too apt to fall into a desultory mode of ex- 
pressioQ, which is repeated by others, but which does not fi.T 
the mind intensely on any particular object, and the very thing 
of which our blessed Master expressed his disapprobation is the 
result. There is too *' much speaking '' and too much " repeti- 
tion,^^ Thirdly, The unprepared state of nund of those who 
are suddenly called on to assist in prayer often occasions, confu- 
sion of ideas and hesitation of speech : sentences are begun be- 
fore the mind is prepared to finish them ; and expressious are 
used over and over ac^nin, everfty the same individual, which by 
their repetition tire the attention and offend, the ear. " We 
should not be raish with our mouth ; nor let our heart be hasty 
to utter any thing before God.'* — [Evcles, 5.] Some persons 
are led on by being thus hasty in utterance^ to a great incor- 
rectness of expression, and a ras\Bnd inconsiderate freedom 
of language in addressing Him wh6'hath admonished us by the 
pen of inspiration, that as *« Ac is in heaven, and we arc upon 
, earth" our ** words may well be few." Fourthly, Prayer meet- 
ings are often continued too long, and interfere too much with 
other duties, which prevent many from attending them. Now, 
the remedy which is humbly proposed for these defects shall be 
the next subject of consideration. 

First. The term 5ociaZ prayer, implies that several persons 
meet for this purpose, who will assist each other in conducting 
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it. Let these persons, whenever it is practicable, hare a pre- 
vious meeting, for the express purpose of agreeing on the ord^r 
of the service ; and the part which each individual is to take in 
the conduct of it. If one undertakes to offer the opening pray^ 
at any particular meeting, let him confine himself to the obje^. 
of asking for a blessing on all such assemblies, and partictdarlf* 
on the present ; let him pray for the pardon of sin, and the pre- 
sence and influence of the Holy Spirit, in and upon the meeting ; 
for a right understanding of the Holy Scriptures that are to be 
read there ; for the " preparation of the heart" and " the answer 
of the tongue ;" and for such blessings as have relevance to 
the conduct of th^t particular meeting. Let another undertake 
to read the portion of Scripture that may be selected for the 
occasion, and to comment upon it ; in doing which any others 
may follow liijg&. briefly. Let another pray for the revival of 
•religion by a^j^ater effusion of the Holy Spirit on the hearts 
of their connexions and friends ; on the cities or places in 
which they live, and on the country which gave them birth, 
and in an especial manner on the ministers of the congrega- 
tions to which they respectively belong. Let another pray 
for the blessing of God on Bible, Missionary, and Marine So- 
cieties, and Societies for the Conversion of the Jews ; for Sab- 
bath Schools, and all seminaries of learning throughout the 
world, and generally for the ext^sion of the kingdom of Christ ; 
and of that " knowledge of the Lord" which is to ** cover the 
whole earth." Let another pray for the impenitent and un- 
jconverted, particularly for such as may be present at the 
meeting ; and then for those who have obtained a good hope, 
through grace, that they " may be kept from" falling, and per- 
severe unto the end of life 

Then, let thanksgivings be offered for the great and inesti- 
mable blessings we enjoy both spiritual and temporal ; but, above ^ 
all, for the atonement by the sacrifice of Christ, and for the gift # 
of the Holy Spirit, with a general prayer for grace and sancti- 
fication, union and fellowship as Christians. These services 
may be intermixed and enlivened, as they now are, with' the 
singing of hymns, or parts of hymns, suitable to the respective 
prayers ; but the whole service should never exceed an hour or 
«Q hour and a half at the utmost. 
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Let the previous meeting of the conductors pf social prayer 
be either immediately preceding the general meeting, or as near 
to it as possible ; and let it be begun and ended with prayer. 
.At these meetings let every brother freely and candidly state 
.what may appear to him to be a defect in the manner of any 
other brother in prayer ; he being himself desirous of similar 
help as to his own defects ; and it being expressly understood, 
and agreed among themselves, that no such observations shall 
ever give offence, or prevent any one from continuing his duty, 
with a sincere desire to correct the error. 

Those persons who assist in conducting prayer meetings 
should previously agree on the order of servict^^ at the meeting ; 
and the following appears to the writer of these remarks 
to be the best : 

li should begin with a hymn, which should :b^ followed by 
a short opening prayer ; and then the portion -of -scripture se- 
lected for the occasion should be read : After which there 
should be a solemn pause, to allow time for reflection on the 
subject. The observations on the scripture will then follow ; 
and each of the individuals who attended tlie previous meeting 
will pray as he is called on by the person presiding ; and in so 
doing will observe the order agreed on as correctly as he can ; 
under this impression, that it is not elegance of language, but 
ntnpliciiy of speech, that is most required ; and that it is not a 
multiplicity of worda^ but order in the arrangement of them, that 
will best enable Christians to unite with each other in the de- 
lightful privilege of prayer. 

The last point, but not the least to which attention is due by 
all who assist in social prayer meetings, is frequent and fervent 
priv.ite prayer, with a daily and diligent perusal of tho sacred 
writings for the special purpose of improvement in prayer : — 
And among tljese the book of Psalms will be found eminonlly 
adapted to inspire devotional feelings, and supply devotional 
language suitable to every occasion in life. They were the 
manuel of devotion of him who had not the spirit by measure^ 
and whose frequent reference to them during his life, while he 
was suffering the agonies of death, and after his resurrection 
from the dead, ought to make them of infinite value in our es- 
timation. 

• tf , ^ . 
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Let it not be thought, that he vtrho offers these remarks is 
insensible of the necessity of a divine influence in the exercise 
of prayer ; he knows, because God has said it, that " every good 
and perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Fa- 
ther of lights;" but he also knows, from th^ same authority^ 
that all our talents are given to us for improvement ; that oar 
Heavenly Father is a God of order, and not of confusion ; and 
that as we are taught to expect an answer only to the prayer 
of faith, that faith ought to be intensely fixed on its object — 
*'. nothing wavering." 



PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH, NEW- YORK. 

The annujd convention of the Protestant^ Episcopal Church, 
in the diocese of New- York, was opened in Trinity Chruch in 
this city, on the 21st of October last. — The prayers were read 
by the Rev. John Brown, of Newburgh ; and the sermon was 
preached by the Rev. Professor Daniel Mc Donald, D. D., of 
Oeneva, from Jeremiah 3. 16., on the duties of the Christian 
ministry. The sacrament of The Lord's Supper was adminis- 
tered by the Rev. W. Harris, D. D., President of Columbia 
College, assisted by several ministers. The convention was 
then organized. The Rev. Dr. Harris was elected president, 
(Bishop Hobart being absent,) and the Rev. Benjamin T. On- 
DERDONK, secretary. Seven new churches were received into 
union with the convention. 

On the 22d the morning service of the church was perform- 
ed by the Rev. A. P. Proal of Schenectady. The Bishop's ad- 
dress was read, and the ordinary business of the convention 
concluded. 

On the 23d the Rev. James Milnor, D. D.,, Rector of St 
George's, preached in Trinity Church, from Coloss. 3. 14 
and a collection was made in aid of the funds of the corporation 
for the relief of widows and children of deceased clergjrmen in 
this diocese. 

It will give us pliguEUSure to record in our future numbers 
the progress of religion within the diocese, if any of the clergy 
will &vour us with a state^EienC 
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NOTES ON THE SCRIPTURES. 

Matthew 4. 6.* 

And there followed Him great multitudes of people from Gal- 
lilee, and from Decapolis,t and from Jerusalem, and from Judea, 
and from beyond Jordan : And seeing the multitudes he went 
up into a mountain : and when he was set,| his disciples§ 
came unto him : and he opened his mouth and taught them, 
saying, Blessedjl are the poor in spirit, for their's is the king- 
dom of Heaven. Blessed are they that mourn, H for they shall 
be comforted. Blessed are the meek,** for they shall inherit 
the earth.tt Blessed are they which do hunger and thirstJJ 
after righteousness ; for they shall be filled. Blessed are the 
mercifuJ§§ for they shall obtain mercy. Blessed are the pure 
in heartmi for they shall see Goo.lFIF Blessed af% thepeace- 
■ > ' ' — — 

• The division of the Scriptures into chapters and verses is not of 
wery ancient date ; and is sometimes imperfectly made. The last verse 
of the 4th chapter of St. Mathew should have commenced the 5th 
chapter. In reading select portions of tlie scripture, would it not be 
profitable generally to disregard this division ; and stop where the par- 
ticiilar subject ends, without going on always to the end of the chapter ? 
It would help to fix the attention. 

f Decapolis lay on both sides the River Jordan, and contained ten 
cities, as its name implies, the metropolis of which was Damascus. 

X Sitting was the usual posture of public teachers among the Jews. 

{ The original word signifies literally his scholars, 

H Happy are- those who are deeply sensible of their spiritual poverty, 

^ Happy are those who mourn after God. See ch. xi. 28. 

** Gentle, easy, quiets not proud, not supercilious. 

"H The original word signifies the land, and means either the hea- 
venly Canaan, or earthly posseasioas, which the meek are by their tem- 
per best qualified to enjoy. 

W As the body has its natural appetites of hunger and thirst, so ha* 
soul ; and as the one depends for its nourishment upon the earth, 
to does the other upon Heaven. 

{} '« . ' Mercy is twice blessed. 

It blesses him who gwes^ and him who takes.^^ 

Ill He must be pure who would enjoy a view of a pure being : a deli- 
led heart cannot see him, or enjoy him. 

ITV To see means to enjoy God 
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makers* for they' shall he called the children of God. Bless- 
ed are they which are perseciited for righteousness' sake,t 
for their's is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are ye when men 
shall revile you and persecute you, and shall say all manner oT 
evil against you fdlsely§ for my sake. Rejoicell and he exceed- 
ing glad ; for great is your reward in heaven ; for so persecuted 
they the prophets which were before you. 

This is a beautiful example of our Lord's method of te^ching^ 
He who knew the human heart, knew that all are in pursuit oF 
happiness, but most mistake the way. He shows wherein true 
happiness consists, and invites us to ^' come unto him." It is 
remarkable, that while the law was enforced by a curse on all 
who did not keep it, the Gospel is ushered in with beatitudes 
and offers of happiness to all who will accept it. 

Matthew 8. 

And when Jesus was entered into Capemaum,1F there came 
unfo him a Centurion** beseeching him and saying Lord my 
servant lieth at home sick of the palsy, grievously tormented. 



* The gospel is called the gospel of peace, because it tends to recon- 
cile men to Grod and to each other. God is the father of peace, and 
those who promote it are reputed bis cbildreo. 

f The religion of Christ gives no quarter to vice ; and the vicious 
will give no qijarter to religion cy its professors. 

} Shall do you all the mischief by calumny and slander which the 
tongue can effect. 

II Rejoice in the testimony of a good conscience. 

IT This city was our Saviour's ordinary place of residence after he left 
Nazareth, where the Jews attempted to takeaway his life. [Luke 4,} 
Capernaum stood on the east coast of Galilee. It was called his cum 
city, [ch. 9. 1.] and here as a citizen he paid the half shekel, [ch. 17. 24,] 
for among the Jews, if a man became a resident in any city for twelve ff 
months he thereby became a citizen, and paid his proportion of dues 
and taxes. [Lig1Ufoot.'\ Capernaum was the principal scene of our Lord's 
miracles during the three years of his public ministry. 

** A Roman military officer who had the command of one hundred 
men. 
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And iesas saith unto him, I will come and heal him * The 
Centurion answered and said, Lord I am not worthy that thou 
ihouldest come under my roof: but speak the word only, and 
my servant shall be healed. For I am a man under authority,! 
having soldiers under me ; and I say to this man go, and he 
|oeth ; and to another come, and he cometh ; and to my ser- 
Tant do this, and he doeth it. 

When Jesus heard it he marvelled, and said to them that fol- 
lowed, Verily I say unto you, 1 have not found so great faith, 
no, not in Israel. And I say unto you, that many shall come 
from the east and west, and shall sit down with Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven. But the children of the 
kingdom shall be cast out into outer darkness ; there shall be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth.| And Jesus said unto the Cen- 
tarion, go thy way ; and as thou hast believed so.be it done 
unto thee. And his servant was healed in the self-same hour. 

Luke 7. 

And it came to pass the day afler that he went into a city 
called Nain ;§ and many of his disciples went with him, and 

■ • — - 

* The original words are, I am coming, and will heal him. Our Lord 
did not go into the centurion^ house, but went near it. See Luke 7. 

t Under the authority of others, and yet have servants completely 
subject to me : Plow much more then canst thou who art under no con- 
troul, accomplish what thou wiliest. 

{ As the kingdom of heaven is here represented as a nuptial festival, 
at which the guests sat down in a reclining posture with the master of 
the feast, so the state of those who were excluded is represented as deep 
darkness, because the nuptial solemnities took place at ni^ht. The 
house was filled with light; the outside was in darkness; and tlioseM'ho 
were shut out were exposed to shame, hunger, and cold, which oc- 
ycasioned the weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

} Nain was about 12 or 13 miles from Capernaum : it does not ap- 
pear that our Lord ever went there except on tliis occasion : and he 
seems to have taken this journey on purpose to peiforrn the compassion- 
ate miracle here recorded. — [^Clarke, 



The two last portions of Scripture are exquisite examples of our 
Lord's readiness and williagness to do good ; he was as prompt lo \^ 
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much people. Now when he came nigh to the gate of the city, 
behold there was a dead man carried out, the only son^ of hig 
mother, and she was a widow ; and much people of the city 
was with her. And when the Lord saw her he had coropassioa 
on her, and said onto her weep not. And be came and touched 
the bier : and they that bare him stood still. And he said, 
young man I say unto thee, arise. And he that was dead sat up 
and began to speak. And he delivered him to his mother. 



SOCIETY FOR THE RELIEF OF POOR WIDOWS, &C. 

r^ew-York, December 16tb, 1823. 
Mr. Editqr, 

In perusing a newspaper published in this city last week I 
observed a statement of a fact which deserves a place in your 
Magazine ; and therefore I send you a copy of it. 

The statement appears in the 2Gth annual report of the Socie- 
ty for the Relief of ?oor Widows with Small Children ; a so- 
ciety which, with the aid of only about 9000 dollars, gives as- 
sistance in clothing, firewood, provisions, and in sickness, to up- 
wards of 200 widows and nearly 600 children, now on the 
books ! ! 

V To tlie Sunday Schools the widows are much indebted : and 
in families where the children regularly attend there is a marked 
difference, not only in the acquisition of religious knowledge but 
in the desire of useful occupation ; while the habit of reading 
and reflection there acquired has a great tendency to preserve 
them from the company of vicious and vagrant children. " 

I am, sir, your, &c. 

An Observer. 

from home to restore a poor servant to his kind and compassionate mas- * 
ter as an only son to his disconsolate and widowed mother, and in the 
jatter instance, appears to hare travelled twelve miles for that very pur- 
pose. The simplicity of the narrations, as well as the majestic manner in 
which the Saviour performed these minicles, cannot fail to affect the 
heart with love and veneration towards him. 
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THE ORIGINAL SUHDAT SCHOOL. 

'A few Particulars relative to the late Rev, Richard Raikes, 
Brother of the Founder of Sunday Schools, 

The Teachers of the Sunday School founded by Robert 
Raikes, Es^. at Gloucester, (England,) have commnntcated 
some particulars relative to his brother which are accompanied 
with the following note addressed to the Editor of the London 
Sunday School Teachers' Magazine. 

*" Sir. — If one name can be more dear than another to a 
Sund:)y School teacher, duly impressed with the importance of 
a relii^ious education, and, at least, an elementary initiation into 
the relative duties of life, it is certainly that of Raikes, the im- 
mortal tounder of those institutions, which will ever tend, in no 
inconsiderable degree, to advance the moral condition of the 
labouring classes of society, and be engines, under the Divine 
blessing, through which many of the faithful disciples of Christ 
will be enabled to gather around them the children of the poor, 
and impart to them the vital and saving truths of the Gospel, 
which to most of them would, in all probability, have remained 
both unknown and unfelt, but for the existence of Sabbath 
School instruction. 

" As teachers of the original Sunday School, we feel it a duty 
we owe the memory of the late Rev. Richard Raikes, to trans- 
mit to you the following testimony, relative to hit unwearied 
attention, and persevering diligence, in promoting the interests 
of that institution, which, as the first of its kind, we hope, while 
Sunday Schools exist* will never cease to take its part in the 
education of the juvenile poor of Gloucester. Hoping the ex- 
ample of such an honourable character, and 'aged Christain, may 
prove a stimulus to your readers in the diligent prosecution of 
their duties, we request it may have aii early insertion in your 
useful publication. We are, Sir, your's ^^c. 

The Teachers." 

Gloucester, (Eng.) Oct. 6th. 182a 

•* We have every reason to believe that from the first institu- 
ting of Sunday Schools, the late Rev. Richard Raikes ardently 
seconded the efforts of bis revered brother ; and if one institu- 
tion of the kind could have a greater claim on his attention than 
another, it was that in which we have the honour to be engaged ; 
and as if assigned to him as a sacred trust, he never ceased to 
watch over it with the most paternal care. From its first 
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establishment to the present time, it has experienced many re- 
verses, and at times has been reduced very low, consisting of 
not more than twenty-five or thirty children — has been some* 
times destitute of pious teachers — and its internal management 
principally devolved on a person paid for taking care of the 
children. At present it consists of about eighty boys and girls, 
and is well supplied with teachers. Being situate near the 
residence of the late Mr. Raikes, he invariably came once or 
twice every Sabbath, unless prevented by illness or other 
duties ; and although called to discharge the duties of pastor at 
a neighbouring village every Sabbath morning, he previously 
spent half an hour or more at the school. He generally took 
one of the lower classes, frequently that in the alphabet, and 
with patience and perseverance, worthy the imitation of all, he 
imparted the first knowledge of letters to those who constituted 
a part of his endeared charge. In all his instructions he evi- 
dently made the spiritual interests of the children his principle 
aim, not only by explaining that which they committed to memo- 
ry, but by collectively and individually addressing them on 
the leading doctrines of the Gospel — he endeavoured to lead 
their tender minds to the knowledge of the Saviour. He ap- 
peared to regard the interest of the school in a very important 
light, and made considerable sacrifices, on his own part, to give 
his personal attendance, and when prevented would sometimes 
intimate his regret to one or more of the teachers ; and on 
leaving would frequently express his gratitude for their assist* 
ance. 

"He attended the school the last Sabbath he lived, viz. 
Sunday, August 31. He was taken ill on the following day, 
and expired on the ensuing Friday, in the 80th year of his age, 

*' Humility was his striking characterestic— of this he was 
truly a bright example ; added to w^hich, Christian benevolence 
shone very conspicuously. A desire to alleviate the circum- 
stances of the poor, and to promote their spiritual interests, 
appeared to run through his whole conduct ; and the petition 
of the poorest child he met was seldom urged in vain. In finey 
a character at once so disinterestedly benevolent and pious we 
have seldom known. In his death the poor have sustained an 
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almost irreparable loss — society is deprived of a bright orna- 
ment — Sabbath Schools of a zealous promoter, and the church 
of a veoerable and pious minister." 



FIRST SABBATH SCHOOLS IN THE UNITED STATES. 

^^ew•Yor|, December 18th, 1823. 
Mr. Editor, 

Being desirous that your useful Magazine should contain 
the best information that can be obtained on the subject of Sab- 
l»ath Schools, I beg leave to state that the city of Pittsburgh in 
Pennsylvania claims the honour of establishing tlie first Sabbath 
School in the present form in the United States. In the year 
1809, a small moral society was formed in that city, (then only 
a borough,) for the suppression of vice, reformation of man- 
len, and propagation of useful knowledge. 

This led to the adoption of measures for instructing and im^ 
proving the moral condition of the poorer classes of the commu- 
nity, who appeared to be in a very deplorable state of ignorance 
and vice. A benevolent individual suggested the advantages of 
a school for religious instruction on Sundays ; and such a school 
iras accordingly instituted on the 22d August, 1 809, which was 
publicly notified by an address soliciting the attendance of scho- 
lars, and the co-operation of the citizens. This excited a con- 
siderable degree of interest, and the first school was opened on 
the first Sabbath of September, and attended by two hundred 
and forty scholars, children, and adults. This school was con- 
stituted without the knowledge of the mode of organization in 
£arope ; and coincided in its principal features with the schools 
now established. 

In 1811 a similar school was established in Philadelphia, under 
the auspices of the Rev. Robert May, a London missionary, who 
does not appear to have had any knowledge of the school at 
Pittsburgh. In 1813 a school was established l»y a oontlomau 
in Albany, and continued for some tinio. In Juno, 1814, two 
benevolent ladies of New- York opened a school for adults and 
children, in which were collected between eighty and ninety. 
In the autumn of the same vear a school was ejjtalflisacd in Wil- 
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mington, Delaware. Id April, 1815, schools were commeDced 
Id the northern liberties of Philadelphia, whicii in a few months 
contained five hundred scholars. In 1816, they began to be 
generally introduced. 

The citizens of New- York claim the honour of forming the 
first society for the regular organization and conduct of Sabbath 
Schools. The first proposition for the establishment of the 
Female Union Society for the promotion 'of Sabbath Schools 
was made by the benevolent ladies of the several denominations 
in this city, assembled by public invitation on the 24th of Janu- 
ary, 1816 ; in consequence of which, on the 31st of the same 
month the society was instituted by the adoption of a constita- 
tion, and the appointment of officers ; and schools for the in- 
struction of females were immediately opened. On the 12th of 
February 1816, the gentleman of New- York, assembled bj 
public notice, adopted measures for the formation of a similar 
society for the education of boys ; and on the 26th of thsit 
month the New-York Sunday School Union Society was insti- 
tuted : — schools were immediiately? established ; and during 
the first year after their establishment more than six thousand 
scholars were entered in the schools. Since which, such 
schools have been established in all, or most of the principal 
cities in the United States, as well as in smaller towns and villa- 
ge^ ; and it is hoped they will be universal. 

I expect to be able to obtain for you a copy of the constitu- 
tion formed for the Jirst Sabbath School in the United States in 
1809, with a view to your publication of it in your next number. 
Most of the facts 1 have now stated, with some excellent obser- 
Tations on the management and importance of Sabbath Schools, 
appeared in a highly respectable periodical publication, [TV 
Christian Spectator^] in the year 1819 ; but they deserve to be 
recorded in a place devoted almost entirely* to the subject ; and 
therefore I transmit them to you. 

I am, Sir, Your, &c. 

A Friend to Sabbath Schools, 
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ON THE EXISTENCE, PERSONALITY, AND PRESENCE OF GOD. 

It is among the triumphs of truth in this age of inquiry and 
inyestigation that theoretical atheism has disappeared in that part 
of the world denominated Christian. In the course of the last 
century a few worshippers of stocks and stones, under the title 
of Naturje, or some other fanciful deitjc^ appeared in an enlight- 
ened part of Europe ; and in a neighbouring nation teniples 
were devoted to imaginary divinities : Reason was deified, ^aiid 
death proclaimed ^* an eternal sleep." This illusion has now 
vanished. The philosophists have retired from an unequal 
contest with true philosophy and the fiuperior light of revelatiin ; 
and no more is heard of Atheists and their theory, except that 
history says, '^ the things have 6ee»." 

Yet there is another form of atheism, in which the enemy of 
mankind still endeavours to deceive and destroy his votaries. If 
he cannot persuade men to become professors of the infidel 
theory, he can find innumerable practitioners of an infidel life ; 
and to live *' without God" in the world, is as effectual a securi- 
ty for the population of his kingdom as to believe there is no God. 

*^ If there is such a being," says a respectable writer '* as we 
mean by the term God, it must be a melancholy thing to pass 
through life, and quit it just as if there were not. What would 
have been justly thought of you, if you could have been the 
greatest part of your time in the society of the wisest and best 
man apon earth, and have acquired no degree of conformity ? 
But then through what defect of infatuation of mind have you 
heen able during all the time you have spent in the presence of 
a God, to continue even to this hour as clear of all marks and 
traces of any divine influences having operated on you as if the 
deitj were but a poetical fiction, or an idol in some temple of 
Asia ? Obviously for want of thought concerning him. And 
what must sound reason pronounce of a mind which in the train 
of millions of thoughts has never fixed its thought on the 
supreme reality ; never approached, like Moses, ' to see this 
great sight.' " 

It is with a view to make a stronger impression of the exis- 
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tence, personality, and presence of God on the minds and hestrto 
of the readers of this publication, than the mere assent of. the 
understanding is calculated to produce, that we transcribe into 
these pages the substance of the arguments of the two greatest 
philosophers of their age — Locke and Berkeley ; for the exis* 
tence of God, as stated by one of the greatest theologians of this, 
or any other country — President D wight ; — to which are added 
a few observations on the personality and presence of the deity, 
by Dr. Paley, who justly observes, that cases will arise to tiy 
the firmness of our most habitual opinions ; and that upon these 
occasions it is a matter of incalculable use to feel our foundation 
to find a support in argument for what we had taken up upon 
authority. ^^ It is one thing to assent to a proposition of this 
sort ; another, and a very different thing, to have properly tm- 
hibed its influence. 

a 

Mr. Lockers Argument. — Every man knows, with absolute 
certainty, that he himself exists. He knows also that he did 
not always exist, but began to be. It is clearly certain to him 
that his existence was caused^ and not casual ; and was produced 
by a cause adequate to the production. By an adequate cause 
is invariably intended a cause possessing and exerting an efficacy 
sufficient to bring any effect to pass. In the present case an 
adequate cause is one possessing and exerting all the under- 
standing necessary to contrive^ and the power necessary to ere- 
* ate such a being as the man in question. This cause is what we 
are accustomed to call God. The understanding necessary to 
contrive^ and the power nedessary to create a being compounded 
of the human soul and body, admit of no limits. He who can 
contrive, and create such a being, c^n contrive and create any 
thing. He who actually contrived and created man, 'Certaml^ 
contrived and created all things. 

Bishop Berkeley's Argument. — We acknowledge the existence 
of each other to be unquestionable ; and when called upon for 
the evidence on which this acknowledgment is founded, allege 
^at of evr senses : yet it can by no means lie affirmed witk 
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tratb, that our senses discern immediately any man. We see 
indeed a form, and the motions and actions of that form ; and we 
hear a voice, communicating to us the thoughts, emotions, and 
volitions of an intelligent being. Yet it is intuitively certain, 
that neither the form, the motions, the actions, the voice, the 
thoughts, nor the volitions are that intelligent beipg, or the 
living, acting, thinking thing, which we call man : On the 
contrary, they are merely effects, of which that living acting 
thing, denoted by the word man, is the cause. The existence 
of the cause, (or in other language, of the man) we conclude 
from the effects, which he thus produces. In the same manner, 
and with the like certainty, we discover the existence of God. 
In the universe without us, and in the little world within us, we 
perceive a great variety of effects, produced by some cause, 
adequate to the production. Thus the motions of the heart, 
the arteries, the veins, the blood, the tongue, the hands, the 
feet, the perception of the senses, and the actions of the mind ; 
the storm, the lightning, the volcano, and the earthquake ; 
the revivjscence and growth of the vegetable world ; the dif- 
fusion of light, and the motions of the planetary system,* are all 
^ects ; and effects of a cause adequate to the production. This 
cause is God ; or a being possessed of intelligence and power 
sufficient to contrive and bring them to pass. 

On the Personality of the Deity. — Contrivance, among other 
things, proves the personality of the Deity. That which can 
contrive, which can design, must be a person. These capaci- 



* God moves the earth wliich we inhabit at the rate of sixty-eight 
thousand miles an hour. Every star which twinkles in the firmament 
is a sun, a world of light, surrounded by its own planets. Forty-five 
thousand such stars have been counted by the aid of the Ilerschellian 
Telescope, in so small a partof the heavens, that, supposing^ this part to be 
no thicker than the rest, the same telescope would reucli at least seven- 
ty-five millions in the whole sphere. Beyond this, were we transported 
to the most distant of the visible stars, we should probably find there a 
firmament expanding over our heads, studded in the same manner with 
stars innumerable. How amazing the power and wisdom of Him who 
jiot only created the stars, but " calleth thein ail by their names." 

V0L. I, 8 
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ties constitute personality ; for they imply consciousness and 
^bought. They require that which can perceive an end or 
purpose, as well as the power of providing means, and of directs 
ing them to their end. They require a centre in which per- 
ceptions unite, and from which vohtions flow ; which is mind* 
The acts of a mind prove the existence of a mind ; and in what- 
ever a mind resides is a person. The seat of intellect is a per* 
ion. We have no authority to limit -the properties of mind to 
any 'particular corporeal form, or to any particular circumscrip- 
ion of space. These properties subsist in created nature under 
a great variety of sensible forms : Also every animated being 
has a certain portion of space, within which perception and 
volition are exerted. This sphere may be enlarged to an in* 
definite extent ; may comprehend the universe ; and being so 
imagined may serve to furnish us with as good a notion as we 
are capable of forming of the immensity of the divine nature, 
». e. of a being infinite as well in essence as in power ; yet 
nevertheless a person. 

On the Presence of the Deity. — The divine omnipresence 
stands in natural theology upon this foundation : In every part 
and place of the universe with which we are acquainted we see 
the exertion of a power which we believe mediately or 'imme- 
diately to proceed from the Deity. For instance, in what part 
or point of space that has ever been .explored do we not dis- 
cover attraction ? In what regions do we not find light ? In what 
accessible portion of our globe do we not meet with gravity, 
magnetism, electricity, together with the properties also and 
powers of organized substances, of vegetable or animated na- 
ture ? Nay, fiirther, we may ask what kingdom is there of na- 
ture, what comer of space in which there is any thing that can 
be examined by us, where we do not fall upon contrivance and 
design. — \Paley, 

No agent can act where he is not. As God therefore acts 
every where, he is every where present. In this agency con- 
trivance and skill, to which no limits can be set, are. every where 
manifested : It is, of course, equally and unanswerably a proof 
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of the omniscience of God. This attribute is also inferred, with 
absolute certainty, from his omnipresence. As God exists every 
Tvere, so he is in all places the same God — all eye, all ear^ all 
intellect. Hence it is impossible that he should not know every 
thing, in every place, and at every time. — [Dwight. 



INTELLIGENCE. 



We have read with mingled senisations of pain and pleasure 
the very able and interesting "Report of the committee ap- 
pointed by the Society for the prevention of Pauperism in the 
City of New- York, on the expediency of erecting an Institution 
for the Reformation of Juvenile Delinquents ;" a report which 
reflects honour on the heads and hearts of its authors. It is 
very painful and distressing to see the rapid progress of vice in 
youthful and neglected mind^.* But it is a pleasure to know, 
(and that too from experience) that there are moral restraints 
and remedies within the power of the community, and that this 
society have determined to bring the subject before the munici- 
pal and legislative authorities of the country, that proper means 
may be forthwith adopted to stem this tremendous torrent of 
vice, and introduce such plans of reform as may be thought ex- 
pedient, and conformable to the spirit of the free and happy con- 
stitution of this country. 

The object of this society is to recommend to the support of 
their fellow citizens, the patronage of the corporation, and the 
approval of the legislature, a House of Refuge, for the reception 
of juvenile offenders, and for their reformation and improve- 
ment by a careful, unabated, and judicious course of moral and 
religious instruction. It is not possible for us to detail (and we 
regret we have not room to do so) the plan suggested in this ad- 
mirable report ; but we hope to notice it more fully hereafter. 
There is one part, however, which we cannot but regard with 



^ Four hundred and fifty persons under 25 years of age (and a very 
considerable number of them, of both sexes, between the ayes of 9 ?jad 
16) were sentenced to imprisonment during the last year. 
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peculiar satisfaction ; It is that whicli proposes to call ill the as- 
sistance of a suitable number of ladies to take a share in its ad- 
ministration ; and in which we are reminded of the illustrious 
example of that Female Howard, Mrs. Fry,- with her associates, 
in the reform of the female delinquents in Newgate. And we 
heartily concur in the opinion (founded on our own observation) 
of the special and very important advantages of associating the 
skill, the discretion, the tenderness, and the fidelity of females 
in concerns of this nature. This society has therefore our 
warmest thanks for what they have done, and our best wishes 
for the success of their plan. 

In the excellent hints for the formation of Sunday Schools 
with which the editor has been favoured, there is an observa- . 
tion (page 37) intimating that to such parents as are indifferent 
to the moral improvement of their children, views of a tempo-^ 
ral advantage should be laid open at the introductory visit ; re- 
-serving higher views for future visits : It is hoped this will not 
be misunderstood : — The author does not intend to recommend 
that parents should be led to expect any other temporal rewards 
than those which result from education ; but merely that the 
education the children will receive will be productive of tem^ 
poral good in its eff'ects, which, although evident to every con- 
siderate teacher, may not be so plainly seen by inconsiderate 
and worldly parents ; who mnst be told that an attendance at 
Sunday Schools will give their children habits of order, sub- 
mission, industry, and thoughts which they never had before ; 
and that they will have the assistance of the teacher in bringing 
this about for the mutual benefit of both parent and child. This 
is the temporal good that should be proffered to them. 



NEW-YORK S. S. UNION SOCIETIES. 



The two societies which were formed in this city in the year ItUe, 
for the pin-poso of promoting a Union of Christians of all denominations' 
in the great object of Sabbath School instruction, are pursuing the 
active, but unobtrusive tenor of their way without soliciting (so far as 
we understand) any aid, out of their own circles, for carrying on this 
benevolent work, although the public, in common with themselves, 
derive from these institutions the advantages they are so well adapted 
to produce. . *^ 
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The object and aim of these societies are as patriotic as they are 
benevolent ; and they deserve a more extended and powerful f)atronaf3:e. 
It was in this city that the example of such unions was first piven to the 
United States, and that, too, by the portion of the Human Family 
generally denominated the weaker branch, but who are in fact often 
the strcnfceH in such efforts, (and the most persevering too) who never, 
even at the crose, deserted him they loved, and who do not now desert 
the cause of christian benevolence wherever they have an opportunity 
erf promoting it. 

The teachers of the schools connected with the union in this city, 
ihortly after the organization of that society, formed themselves into an 
association for mutual improvement. They have met regularly once 
a month since that time. At these meetings the state of the schools is 
reported ; any interesting facts or improved plans of conducting schools 
are communicated, and since TVlay last some portion of the time of each 
meeting has been devoted to the discussion of Sunday School subjects. 
Tliis is a plan certainly well adapted to do mucli good. At such n ect- 
ings teachers become acquainted with each other, and the youngest 
h&ve the benefit of the experience of the oldest. 

The pecuniary contributions to these societies are but moderate; 
nor is much required ; but it is necessary to provide school-rooms, 
books, rewards for the encouragement of children, &c. which might be 
made more extensively beneficial by an increased patronsge ; for the 
contributions either of time- or money do not keej^puce with the in- 
crease of the schools. It is therefore hoped there will be a considera- 
ble accession to the strength of these truly useful and benevolent 
locieties for the promotion of the general good. 

The editor will be happy to record their proceedings, and also to 
notice in his future numbers any particular information of facts, or 
circumstances connected witli the schools that may be generally useful, 
which any of the teachers will address " to the Editor of the Sunday 
School Teachers' Magazine, at 148 Broadway, New-York." 



POETRY. 

[For the Amer. S. S. Teacher's Magazine.} 

Written Impromptu in a Lady*s Album* 

What pure ingredients constitute the charm 
Of female excellence ? the female form, 
Proof of At« skill indeed that form who made^ 
Must in the grave putrescent soon be laid ^ 
Its fine proportions, elegant address, 
Its envied beauty, polish^ tenderness. 
Its soft attractions and conceded sway, 
Its ostentatious and superb display 
Are perishable all, and transient too — 
By death dishonour'd, and possessed by few ; 
And where possessed, O how perversely join'd, 
Often — not always — >vith an empty mind, 
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While signal marks of vanity and sin 
Surest too plainly what resides within ; 
And in the light of revelation tell 
A foe of God, a candidate for bell ! 

Can wealth ancestral weave the deathless hays 
With which to crown the heroine I praise ? 
Does gold, the miser's idol and his hane, 
To genuine loveliness at all pertain ? 
Hist'ry with truth, the motto of her seal, 
Frowns at the thought, and spurns the mad appeal ; 
Shows many a chapter of her ponderous scroll, 
Where wealth and woman occupy the whole, 
Without one trace of excellence or soul ! 
She points our eye to Lady Jane, whose worth 
. Disown'd a crown, and fled th' infectious earth ; 
To Mary^s manger, memorahly known. 
And CathWine^s cottage e'er she fill'd a throne. 
There many a princess opulent and fair 
Is labell'd^cnrf, and this her deeds declare : 
Such Helen, Cleopatra, and the wife 
(Accurst of Heav'n) that ask'd the Baptist's life ^ 
Such Xantippe infillibly had been. 
The same demoniac paragon of sin, 
If Croesus' coffers had confess'd her claim, 
And lentlheir milhons to augment her shame. 

What then, the ingredients excellent and rare, 
Which crown with deathless dignity the fair »? 
Since beauty ^ wealth and rank, cannot impart 
Worth to the name, or virtue to the heart ; 
Since these with fjime, the herald of their pride, 
Are found with vicious qualities allied 
With ignorance — itself that never knew, 
Worthy the meagre soil in which it grew ; 
A soil where genius never own'd a home, 
Or science HouriahM in its e^pty dome : 
Allied with vain and vapid self conceit ; 
Reverse of good, and mimickry of great ; 
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Rank, fortune, beauty, admiration, fame, 
May grace a throne, and gild a worthless name ; 
A name in Heav'n disown'd, on earth abhorred, 
Scourge of the poor, by none but fools ador'd ; 
A name that means personified disdain 
Of Christ and truth, of virtue and her train ; 
A name, consigned at last to the abode 
Of despe ation, and the wrath of God : 
Fools may mistake it for a glorious name ; 
And ideots voice it with a wide acclaim : 
Flatt'ry may fume it with her treacherous breath, 
And art afifect to rescue it from death ; 
That name shall perish ! truthless is its praise, 
Dissolv'd its charm, and sunk in night its blaze. 
^Twas folly's fascination, the mere form 
And face of grandeur that disguised the worm : 
Death breaks the spell, eternity reveals 
The epitaph of sin ;. while' truth appeals 
With torch uplifted to th' indignant skies, 
From earth's delusions to the grand assize ; 
And points our vision to the dread supreme 
To teach our fear, and dissipate our dream. 
Hence then the excellence of true degree 
Is that which teems with immortality ; 4 

Which God approves, which time the more matures. 
Which earth disparages, and grace secures : 
, Offspring of truth ! descendant of the skies. 
Immortal radiance of the only wise ; 
Thy source religion, excellence thy name, 
'Tis thine the wardship of the sex to claim ! 
Thine to enoble, dignify, and bless ; 
^rhine to adorn, enrich, delight, caress. 
Of charms and graces feminine, the all potent patroness. 

ON THE PIETY WHICH THE WORKS OF CREATION' W.v. AIV\1 li:i> 

We know 'all we see in this beauteous ere nlirji. 

enchanting its beauty may se jui^ " 
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Is doom*d to dissolre, like some bright exhalation 

That diizzles and fades in the morning's first beam. 
The gloom of dark forests, the grandeur of mountains. 

The verdure pf meads, and the beauty of flowers ; 
The seclusion of valleys, the freshness of fountains. 

The sequester'd delights of the loveliest bowers : JE^.v 

Nay more than all these ; that the might of old ocean, 

(Which seems as it was on the day of its birth,) 
Must meet the last hour of convulsive commotion, 

Which sooner op later will uncreate earth. 

Yet, acknowledging this, it may be that the feelings 

Which these have awaken'd ; the glimpses they've given^ 
Combined with those inward and holy reveahngs 

That illumine the soul with the brightness of heaven. 
May still be immortal ; — and destin'd to lead us 

Hereafter to that which shall not pass away ; 
To the loflier destiny God hath decreed us. 

The glorious dawn of an unending day. 
And thus, like the steps of the ladder, ascended ' 

By angels, (beheld with the Patriarch's eye,) 
With the perishing beauties of earth may be blended 

Sensations too pure, and too holy to die. 

w 

Nor would infinite wisdom have plann'd and perfected, 

With such grandeur, and majesty, beauty, and grace^ 
The world we inhabit, and thus have, connected 

The heart's better feelings with nature's fair face, 
If the touching emotions thus deeply excited 

Towards Him who made all things, left nothing behind, 
Which, enduring beyond all that sense has delighted, 

Becomes intellectual, immortal as mind: 
But they do : — and the heart that most fondly has chcrish'd 

Such feelings, nor suffered their ardour to chill, 
Will find, (when the/orww which inspired them have perish'd,) 

Their spifiij^nA essene^udjtOjfiyi'itli it still. 
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ON PRAYER. 

Han is an inhabitant of two worlds : he has an intellectual as 
well as a corporeal existence : by the faculties of his mind he 
is made capable of holding communication with the Great In- 
habitant of Eternity ; and by his corporeal faculties, with the 
inhabitants of the visible and material world. A Christian born 
again from above knows this : he knows and feels that his spi- 
ritaal existence depends as much on the breath of heaven, as 
his corporeal existence depends on the atmosphere of the 
earth : The breath of heaven is prayer ; a Christian can no 
more live without prayer, than he can breathe without the at- 
mosphere. 

" Prayer is the Christian^ vital bieath — 

The Christian^ native air ; 
His watch- word at the gate of deatb-^ 

He enters Heaven with prayer." 

It is tme that his direct and immediate intercourse with the 
Father of Spirits is often suspended while he is performing the 
inferior duties of his complex nature and condition ; but no 
sooner are those duties done, and his unbound spirit freed 
again, than he turns to his Father and his God, as the mag- 
netic needle, turns towards the pole ^jA^n minor attractions are 
withdrawn. In God be " lives, atH^i^es, and has his being." 
Knowing and feeling bis dependence Mi spiritual aid for the ani- 
Bsting principle of the divine life, be seeks that aid continually ; 
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but where he has any important duty to perform he seeks ifc 
more ardently, because he feels his need the greater. Now^ 
what duty can be more important than the duty of SandajT" 
School Teachers ; what employment more properly the subjecf: 
of prayer than this ? They are engaged in sowing the 
which is to spring up unto everlasting life ; they are laying 
foundation of a building which is to last for ever. Can tbejr 
venture on such an employment without prayer ? It is to be 
feared, says a pious writer, that by too many the importance 
of prayer-meetings among Sunday School Teachers is not con- 
sidered in its proper light ; and the value of united prayer at • 
throne of grace is not sufficiently estimated. There is scarcely 
any work which needs more the spirit of prayer than the in- 
struction of the young. This will be admitted when we con- 
template the habits, dispositions, and tempers of the children, 
who are taught in our Sunday Schools. Teachers, in various 
instances, have to encounter obstinacy of conduct, stubbornness 
of heart, and inflexibility of character, which can only be sub- 
dued by the Spirit of God operating on the minds of such chil- 
dren ; and it is well known that the gracious influence of the 
Holy Spirit is communicated in answer to ardent prayer.-— 
'* Ask, and it shall be given you," ** If only two shall agree 
on earth as >)ucl^g any thing that they shall ask, it shall be 
done for them." " For where two or three are gathered toge- 
ther, in the name of Christ, there is He in the midst of them." 
It is therefore earnestly recommended to the superintendants 
and teachers of every Sunday School to have regular and fre- 
quent meetings for prayer among themselves, for an eflusion of 
the Holy Spirit upon themselves and their scholars. Were this 
generally done, it could not fail to be productive of essential 
good. Teachers, by being taught of God would be better en- 
abled to teach others ; and children, by being governed and in- 
structed in love, would become more obedient and attentive te 
the admonitions imparted to them : and jthus both teachers and 
learners would have to rejoice together, and prove, by delight- 
ful experience, that the hour s^ent in prayer to Almighty God 
was not spent in vain. 



r. 
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But the performance of tliis social duty must not supersede 
tibiB duty oi private devotion. The Sunday School Teacher 
^nrho really desires to promote the glory of God in the salvation 
of the Souls of those whom he instructs, will frequeutly go ioto 
luscloset, and when he hath shut the door, pray unto his Father, 
who is invisible, for success in his undertaking as a teacher ; and 
Us Father to whom, though he is invisible, nothing is secret, 
vill reward him openly. Let this be accompanied with a daily 
perusal of, and deep and humble meditation upon the sacred 
writings ; for in them, when opened to the inquiring mind by 
the Holy Spirit and prayer, is to be found " eternal life." If 
10 the perusal of them, any one feels his want of wisdom to 
discern their true spiritual meaning, '' let him ask of God that 
giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not, and it shall 
be given him ; but let him ask in faith, nothing wavering." It 
is not to those who only want^ but to those who ask for wis- 
dom that the promise is made ; but the petition must be put 
^ with implicit confidence in Him who made it. 

Id the exercise of private prayer none of those diiRculties or 
hindrances which too often interfere with social prayer can ever 
occur ; and it is one of the best means of preparation for the 
zeroise of social worship. He who cannot tell out his sor- 
rows, and express his wants and desires in private to his hea- 
venly Father, when he approaches the mercy-seat in the Sa* 
TiOQr^s name, has just reason to suspect the safety of Lis own 
state ; and ought not to lose a moment till he hath ascertained 
^ amended it ; nor ought he to rest till he hath opened a 
cooununication with heaven." 

*' Wliat various blindrances we meet 

In eoming to a mercy-seat ! 

Tet, who that knows the worth of prayer. 

But wishes to be often there ! 

Have you no words ? ah I think ag^ain ; 

Words jQow apace when you complain, 

And fill your fellow-creature's ear 

With the sad tale of all your care ; 

Were half the breath thus vainly spent 

To heaven in supplication sent. 

Your qheerful songs would often be, 

Hear what the Lord hath done for me.''— Coiopcr, 
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BINT8 rOR TBE FORMATION OF SUNDAY 8CHOOLS---<0ntiini6d« 

When the parents have been visited, and the names of those 
children who are to compose the school inserted in the register, 
or on the roll of the superintendent, it will be necessary wheai 
calling the children together, to examine, to class, and to disci- 
pline them previous to hearing a lesson ; for until they have 
become perfectly accustomed to the order of the school, and 
its regulations, it will be useless to put a book into their hande* 

To examine and to class the scholars will perhaps occupy 
one Sunday. By observing the following rule, this task, so dif- 
ficult in a large collection of children, will be made quite easy. 
The superintendant should provide himself with four clasf 
books, one for the nsunes of those who read the Bible with 
facility, to form the first class ; one for those who require such 
books as contain progressive lessons of reading, to form the se- 
cond ; one for those who spell from one to four syllables, to form 
the third ; and one for those who learn the alphabet, to form 
the fourth class. 

The scholars are to be examined separately, and their names 
entered in the class books in the order they have been exa- 
mined; the classes may then be divided into sections often, and 
if there is a sufficient number of teachers, one should take 
charge of each section. 

It is the custom in most schools of which the writer has any 
knowledge to intrust the senior classes to the senior teachers, 
and the junior classes to the junior teachers : by this arrange- 
ment those who are learning the alphabet are generally under 
the care of teachers little older than themselves ; occasionally 
they have been entrusted to the care of boys taken from the 
senior classes. 

It is said, that as these children are learning the alphabet, 
those who can teach it arc sufficiently well qualified ; and that 
it would be only wasting the time of those who are qualified to 
teach the senior classes to be engaged in this minor depart- 
ment. This may be correct so far as learning the alphabet is 
#ffrocerned : but we wfeh to teach them something more than 



Hinli far ike Formation of Sunday IkhooU. 69 

■ 

flieir letters ; to teach them to form habits ofpatiencet humility^ 

and the obedience resulting from affection. And to teach these 

well, assuredly requires example as well as precept. Can it be 

supposed that teachers so young and mexperienced possess such 

qualifications as patience, humility, and an even temper ; and a 

plain simple and tender manner of expression ? 

In Sunday School instruction as much depends upon the man* 
ner of inculcating a principle, or teaching a lesson, as upon the 
lesson or principle itself; the younger a child is, the more apt 
is he to imitate : and, although he may not have understanding 
sufficient to comprehend what a teacher says, he can easily see how 
it is said, and can copy both the look, and the action that accom- 
panied the command. In the presence of children, no carelesneas 
of demeanour, no fretfulness, no impatience, no harshness of lan- 
guage should be shown, for it will certainly be imitated. Teachers 
are too apt to be impatient when their scholars do not improve -so 
fast as they wish ; let them i^member that the folly and inattention 
of the child, and the carelesness and indifierence of the parent^ 
will often conspire to delay this improvement, and great allow- 
ances must be made. In a word, the youngest require the most 
experienced teachers ; how injudicious then to trust those who 
most need care and attention to those who are least qualified to 
give them. 

Should one teacher have under his charge thirty children, 
from two to five years of age, they would receive more real 
benefit than if they were divided into five sections, and each 
section were under the care of an inexperienced lad, whose 
only design is to make an injudicious use of the brief authority 
he possesses. 

The first difficulty likely to occur in Sunday Schools, par- 
ticularly in those for boys, arises from disputing the moment 
they enter the school concerning their places in the class, and 
in quarreling about hanging up their hats. This difficulty can 
be entirely removed by assigning a particular seat to each boy 
when he joins the school, and never allowipg any other boy te 
occupy it, whether the one to whom it was given be present or 
abtfent. 11. 

(To be continued,) 
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[To the Editor of tbe American S. S. Teacher's Magasine.] 

«< I, Witdomy dwell with Prudence.'^ 

New-Tork, January 20, 18S4. 

Sir, — In one of onr Sunday Schools a youth, whom I shall caH 
Benevolus, from the motives that prompted him to engage in 
the woric, b^jd taken charge of a class of boys. 

The truly philanthropic desire of being useful to his felloiir 
man ; the wish to communicate religious instruction, and th6 
hope that he might be the means of imparting to them the one 
thing needful, together with a prospect of some success, stimu- 
lated bim to use every exertion. 

Highly gratified with the objects in view, he commenced hii! 
pleasing employment. At first the children listened attentively 
to bis instructions, obeyed his commands without a murnmr, 
and maintained, during the hour of j^ayer, a profound silence* 

The school had been in operation but one Sunday, before 
Benevolus. became a teacher: the curiosity natural to chil- 
dren had made them attentive, and the diffidence, or rather fear 
arising from being unaccustomed to a Sunday School, had kept 
them silent. As he looked round on this interesting scene with 
delight and admiration, he could but say to himself, if such be 
the conduct of these boys now, how well will they behave when 
they shall have been a year, or even a month, under our foster- 
ing care ; let them behave in this manner, and my duty will be 
pleasure — my labour amusement. The time allotted for instruc- 
tion passed unheeded away, so muc h W: - bo taken up with the 
exercises of his class. 

The curiosity of the boys, howc e* , v^v soon satisfied, and a 
few Sundays made them famiUar '' ^H v^ school, the teachers, 
and each other. Two of the bo} . ii' t!?* class taught by Bene- 
volus attended a Free School du ;ri;^ t^. week, and the differ- 
ence between the severe disciplr^ .. fh i mcasterian School and 
the mild and tender measures i ;.' S )'jath School institution 
had not escaped their observatic; '- lu^y were accustomed to 
obey commands through fear > • ;>v.r ishment : crime in their 
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eyes consisted not in the commission, but in the detection ; to 
embrace every opportunity of doing mischief secretly had be- 
come a habit. These boys began, by playing with each other, 
to disturb the class ; it soon ended in quarreling ; and, although 
they obeyed the command of the teacher to be silent, still it 
coold plainly be seen that fear, and not love, caused their obe- 
dience* 

One of these boys being of a morose and surly disposition 
did not rise when it was his turn to read. Benevolus mildly 
lequested bim to rise as the rest had done and read his verses ; 
the boy retained his seat, shook his head very ominously, and 
looked as saucily as possible in his face, which gave strong inti- 
mation of continuing in the same position as long as he thought 
fit An example of disobedience like this would be productive 
of the most pernicious consequences. Benevolus therefore 
iVM determined to make him obey, if possible. He sternly said 
to-the boy, rise this instant, or I will make you. The boy an- 
twered, no, I wont ! As it was not in the power of the teacher 
to make him stand, although he might take him up, Benevolus 
cbuiged the threat into one which he . could enforce, namely, 
" If yoo do not stand I will take you out of school." I believe 
he said, ** turn you out of school ;" and when I leave the 
Kfaool I shall certainly acquaint your parents of your wilful and 
wicked conduct." The boy, no doubt, would have run out of 
school the moment before, but when he heard the threat of 
patting him out by force, he instinctively caught hold of the 
bench on which he was sitting, and to take him out without hurt- 
ing him was no easy task. 

It occasioned much disturbance, and drew all eyes upon poor 
Benevolos, who felt, as you may well suppose, much mortified 
en the occasion. Shame on account of the'disturbance he had 
caused, vexation on account of the opposition he had met with 
from a child, and disappointment at being unable to succeed 
with him, almost destroyed all his zeal for Sunday Schools, and 
all hope of succssB, He had erred — he knew it ; want of expe- 
rience was the cause ; he thus questioned himself — Sfiould I 
have handed the boy over to the superintendant*2 Was I ri^ht 
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in turning the boy out of school ? 1 had said, you must read, »? 
will send you home ? Surely 1 should keep my word ? WS 
is my plan to be pursued now ? I will go and complain ta 1 
parents ; it is all their fault, they do not know how to goTer^i 
child. If I had him a month I would make something of b 1 
Should I ever have a like case I shall be a little more caiiTtL-^ 
what I say, and not tell a boy I will make him do any thing, *« 
less I am very certain I can. And I will never turn a boy ^ « 
of school again for fear he might not come back ; and such b»< 
ought not to be allowed to run at large until they are a lm.€ 
tamed by Sunday School instruction. 

He came to this conclusion : He had spoken without reflei 
tion, and acted rashly, and had heen imprudent in not n^kn 
the superintendant acquainted with the circumstances. He woid 
profit by this experience, although it was bought with so mud 
disturbance ; he also determined to go to the parents' hoiu< 
after church, represent the conduct of the boy, and give ttoi 
some advice about the government of one who had given bin 
80 much trouble. 

The conversation between the parents and the teacher, aD^ 
the result of the visit, will be given in the next number. 

I am, &c. 

A. 



[To the Editor of the American S. S. Teacher's Magazine.] 

New- York, January 21 , 1824. 

Sir,— About eighteen months ago a Sunday School was estat 
lished in the upper part of this city, in a church adjoining tb 
house in which I reside : since that time, whenever the weath6 
has been unfavourable, I have spent my Sabbath in the schoo 
instead of attending my own Church, which is at some distanc 

from home. 

The last Sunday I visited the school I observed a class < 

boys without a teacher ; this class had often attracted my attei 

tion by their silence, order, and good behaviour. I inquired of tl 

superintendant if the person who had charge of that class w 
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VDwell, as the exercise of the school had heen commenced. 
No, replied he ; it grieyes me to say that the young gentleman 
who teaches that class is not very punctual. It does not arise 
from indolence or indifference, hut merely from want of thought ; 
he does not consider how necessary it is that the teacher should 
set an example of punctuality to the hoys, if he wishes they should 
improye. Neither does he reflect that hy absenting himself he 
increases my duty, and I have more labour, as superintendent, 
than I can well perform without being burthened with that of 
teacher also. When he, or any other teacher stays one moment 
after the school has commenced he adds his task to mine, as it 
always requires some arrangement to be made that the class 
qay be instructed, it being contrary to our regulations to per- 
•aiit any to remain an hour in school without instruction. A class 
of boys will neyer pay as much attention to a casual teacher as 
fliej will to their own ; and most of the noise in a school begins 
h classes that haye no teacher. — Perhaps, said 1, if I were to 
lakiB care of the class until he comes it may be of more service 
^ to him than a verbal reproof. In a few moments aAer I went 
to the class be came, when he saw me he blushed, whether from 
piqQB, shame or mortification I cannot say, he began immedi- 
ttelyto instruct the class, and as far as I could judge he ap- 
peared amply qualified for the task ; but the time was too short 
for any real good to be derived by the class, and I question if 
the injury the boys receive from the bad example, and from 
heing left half an hour every Sunday without a teacher be coun- 
teracted by the little good instruction he may have imparted : 
the time is one hour and a half, and to waste one moment is a 
ciying sin. I left the school admiring the talents of the teacher, 
•nd regretting that he did not pay a little more attention to the 
advice of one of the wisest of men. " Whatsoever thy hand 
findeth to do, do it with thy mights 

I am, &c. 

R. 
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[To the Editor of tlie AmericaD S. S. Teaeher*8 Magaiine.] 

New-Tork| January 22, 18M. 

Sib, 
To remove the difficulties attending the practice of tddog 
Sabbath School children to church, and to prevent the noise, 
trouble and interruption often occasioned by them in time of 
worship, have for a long time been with me matter^ of seriooi 
consideration, and they appear to be worthy of the attentioo of 
all who have at heart the promotion of Sunday School in* 
terests. 

That children attached to Sunday Schools should attend dtviiitt 
worship needs no argument ; and it would not require mach'Or* 
gument to prove that this place of worship should be excio- 
dvely for them, ainl such devotional exercises only as are suit- 
able to them should be there introduced. The subject cannot 
be better illustrated than by a relation of a few facts, and it mfj 
then be left to the judgment of your readers what ought to be 
done. 

Those children who attend divine worship in their respective 
churches, are generally seated in a gallery so far in the rear as 
not to see the minister, or be seen by him. 1 would merely ask 
this question of those who made the arrangement : Would they 
themselves occupy a seat from which they could not see the 
minister? Add to this, the subjects of the discourse are but sel- 
dom within the comprehension of children. And how can it be 
supposed that they will listen to a subject they do not com- 
prehend, proceeding from a person whom they cannot see* 
Schools are not often provided with hymn books for public 
service, and during that exercise the children are idle or play- 
some. The teachers are apparently averse to sitting with the 
children, but leave the whole charge to the superintendent* 
Should he be absent, they will not be likely to obey any other 
person placed over them These are a few only of the diffi- 
culties arising from seating the children in the church : some of 
them I have encountered myself— all of them I have seen oftien, . 
land they are to be seen any Sunday in very many churches in 
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this city, Now I will state to you another mode of manage* 
nent : I visited a place last Sunday where there are foar 
"Schoois, two female and two male. They were collected at half 
3>astten : when they had all taken their seats, a teacher handed 
io every child a hymn book, entitled, a collection of hymns for 
aSanday Scholars, containing such songs of praise as were appli- 
cable to Sunday School children. The tirst exercise, was that 
^f singing the hymn which was read and explained before it was 
YRing, and every boy by having a copy before him could be made 
to understand what he was singing. It was sung with the greatet 
decorum. After this a prayer was offered to the throne of ^^ce 
idapted peculiarly to them ; they then sung another hymn, after 
iHiich a chapter from Proverbs was read, and each verse ex-* 
plained carefully to the children ; some comment was then made 
on the whole chapter ; a passage was then taken from the chap- 
ter just read, and applied to the children with considerable 
effect, and an anecdote was related relevant thereto ; after 
which, a few general remarks were made by a visiter ; they then 
sang another hymn, (not, however, before it was explained) ; 
then another prayer was offered ; the books were then taken 
«p, and a remark made as to the manner in which they should 
leave the house, and the school was dismissed. 

The behaviour of the boys was exemplary, the silence, order 
tnd attention, £ir exceeding any thing of the kind I had ever be- 
held. The advantages resulting from an establishment of this 
kind, can only be appreciated by those who have witnessed its 
tfiects. I will just point out a few : 

lf»t The children are seated in pews arranged in such a man* 
aer that they can see the person addressing them. 

2d. The exercises are such only as can be understood by 
ihem, and are more varied, and of course, short, so as not to tire 
these juvenile hearers* 

Sd. The desultory manner of instructing them is more likely 
to engage their attention than any other. 

I would offer the following proposal for consideration : sup- 

fose this city were divided into districts ; each consisting of 

«ight or ten schools, and places of worship provided for each 
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district : suppose a preacher were employed to delirer a short 

address to Sunday School scholars in each place : if no one 

could he engaged, let application he made to the Missionary 

Society. There is as great need of a preacher in the outskirts 

of this city as in the remotest parts of this vast continent 

I am, &c* 

T. 



The editor acknowledges his obligations to the intelligent 
writer of this paper for his judicious communications. He 
agrees with him in his view of the advantages which dieHnet 
places of public worship for Sunday School scholars would give 
where they can be instituted. The attendance of these scho* 
lars at church, while they are so ill accommodated, must be 
very irksome to them, and may tend to make impressions the 
very reverse of the benevolent design of their instructors. 

The only objection the editor has to the plan pursued at the 
place visited by his correspondent is, that the schools are in- 
structed, during the time of divine service, whereby both 
teachers and scholars are prevented from an attendance on pub« 
lie worship in church. Now, in the opinion of the editor, na 
advantages can compensate for this defect in the plan. The 
public worship of Almighty God, in places consecrated to his 
service, is a doty which cannot be too^soon inculcated, nor too 
rigidly maintained ; and the habit of going to church on Sun- 
days should be formed with the earliest habits of moral and 
religious life ; *' grow with our growth, and strengthen with 
our strength." — The editor would therefore call the attention 
of his readers to the institution of Sunday School Churches^ as 
one of the greatest blessings that could be conferred on the 
rising generation. 



[To the Editor of the American S. S. Teacher's Magazine.] 

New-Haven, January 26, 1824i 

Sir, — ^The importance of Sabbath school instruction as a 
means of grace (being second only to the preaching the gospel) 
is so great, that every endeavour to call the attention of Chris- 
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to this subject, and erery attempt to improve its system, 

to prepare teachers for their employment, should be hailed 

rith joy by every friend to the cause of the Redeemer. 

It was, with these feelings that I read the prospectus of ^* The 

^American Sunday School Teacher's Magazine." That such a 

^^^ork is wanted in our country cannot he doubted, and of the 

"matility of such publications the experience of the English Sab- 

"bath schools afford ample testimony. 

As a means of stimulating Christians to come forward and 
as teachers of youth who are forming characters for eternity 
impart instruction, in the duties of teachers, to the young 
imd inexperienced — instruction derived from the experience of 
Sabbath schools, in all parts of the world, and in all situations : 
to cheer the hearts of teachers, who are sowing the seed, by 
disseminating intelligence of the success of their fellow teachers : 
all these are subjects of such importance as to warrant the.be- 
lief that the happy influence of such a work will be entensive- 
tjr felt through the country. 

In furtherance of one object of your Magazine, permit me to 
call upon some one of your correspondents for an answer to 
this question, viz.-^Ought Sabbath School teachers to encourage 
their scholars to the performance of their duties in the school, 
by exciting emulation, or by any other means than by those 
arguments which spring from their duty to God ? 

I take it for granted, that Sabbath School instruction aims not 
so much to improve the mind, as to affect, and to amend the 
heart; not so much to make shining characters in this world, as 
to prepare for a blissful eternity ; not so much to raise those 
who are taught to a high standing in society, as to bring them 
into a state of reconciliation to God* 

To accomplish this purpose God has given his holy truth as 
the instrument of sanctification. His ** word" he makes 
*^ quick and powerful, sharper than a two-edged sword." It is 
*« the sword of the Spirit," on which all who are called to 
teach in religion are to depend as the instrument of convic- 
tion and conversion. ** Our weapons," says an Apostle,. 
•« are not carnal, but spiritual ;" and such weapons are 
** mighty to the pulling down of strongholds." Yet, to the eye 
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of nataral reason, such meaDS seem too weak to fix the atten- 
tion of children, and to interest them in the study of the Scrip* 
tares. Should we endeavour to impress on them their do^ to 
study the Scripture, and to give a spiritual ohedience to its pre- 
cepts, from a love to God, and a love to his truth, reason would 
•ay, that as this is a principle of which they are entirely igr 
nonmt, as they walk by sight and not by faith," all ail- 
ments of this nature would be of no avail. In pursuance of thit 
reasoning, rewards of tickets, &c. are given out, and the chil- 
dren are excited by pride to excel their fellows, and become 
«< the best boys in the class," or ** in the school." 

By thus exciting them to study ; by working upon the prioci* 
ple of pride, which by nature works so deeply, even in the 
youthful heart, and which it is the direct object of the Christian 
religion to eradicate, is it not- defeating the very object of their 
religious instruction ? Should not the teacher, by a prayerful 
reliance on the blessing of God, bring the truths of God's word 
to bear upon their minds, and endeavour to impress upon them 
their obligations to use diligence in the use of the means of 
grace ? 

Would not a diligent and prayerful use of these weapons do 
more good than all others ? Can a teacher look with confidence 
for the blessing of God upon his labours, while he is feeding^ 
and fostering a spirit which is diametrically opposite to that 
which it is the object of the Gospel of Christ to impart ? 

The preacher of religion, who should endeavour to excite his 
people to a Godly life by a vain desire of excelling their neigh- 
bours, instead of urging their obligations to do all things from a 
sincere love to God, and a desire to glorify His name, would be 
despised and pitied by all who had ever felt the efficacy of divine 
truth on their own hearts, or had seen it in others. Would not 
this conduct in Sabbath School teachers, whose avowed object 
is to lead their children to th^ knowledge and *< the love of the 
truth, that they may be saved," be equally absurd and danger- 
ous ? It is true, much might be thus done towards correct 
outward deportment, but it would assuredly fall far short of 
reaching the heart. 
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Having seen such means made use of in Sabbath Schools, 
liavii^ serious doubts as to any lasting good effects arising from 
their use, and fearing the evil consequences of such a mode of 
instruction, I, as one less experienced in teaching than some 
others, would be highly gratified by a judicious answer from 
some one of your correspondents. 

Your's, sincerely, 

A Sabbath School Teacher. 



BEST METHOD OF CONDUCTINO A CLASS* 

[To the Editor of the American 9. S. Teacher's Magazine.] 

New-Yorlc, January 24, 1824. 

Sir, — In the school to which I am attached there is no de- 
fined plan for the duties of a teacher. I feel but little confidence 
in that I have adopted ; and am desirous to avail myself of the 
experience of my fellow-labourers in this delightful field of 
duty ; and would ask, through the medium of your useful Ma- 
gazine, what is the best method of instructing a class of boys in 
leading in the Bible ; the best plan to pursue for their moral 
and religious improvement ; and, at the same time, to attack 
them to the school ? 

I am, &c. 

A Sunday School Teacher. 



WANT OF INSTRUCTION IN OHIO. 



The Editor has seen a letter, dated the 12th of December 
lastf written to a respectable merchant of this city, from a friend 
of his in Ohio, which describes, in such an afiecting manner, 
the truly lamentable condition of the rising generation in a part 
of that state, that, with a view to excite some benevolent feel- 
•ings in its behalf he inserts the following extracts, in the lan- 
guage of the writer ; and is authorized to give a farther deacrip« 
tion to any benevolent inquirer : «^ 



-c. 



80 Want of hiHrueiiim in Ohio. 

^* Before I was taken ill I had commeDced a Sabbath School 
in a little log cabin, just below my log house, (which is two 
miles below the village of W— — — , where we now live) with 
a view of instructing the small children of the district in the 
Scriptures, and at the same time of drawing them from their 
idle, and at timesi worse than idle habits on the Sabbath, as we 
had no preaching. I gave out bformation, and the children 
Collected to the number of thirty or forty, and 1 felt quite elated 
at the idea of a profitable time. But you can easily conceive 
of my disappointment when but three or four Testaments, and 
one or two Bibles were all that could be had to read in. 

*' Continuing the school about four or five weeks numbers 
were added ; and my embarrassment for want of books and other 
appendages, as Tracts, &c. increased. I then borrowed as ma- 
ny as I could out of the school, and we were making rapid 
strides, I assure you, when I, and some of my principal scho* 
lars, were taken sick, and unable to continue the school ; and 
the season being far advanced, it was discontinued. 

'* I want Bibles, Testamsnts, Tracts, and other school books* 
We are not only destitute of these, but of a preached gospel, 
and have been many years. Many are here from the eastern 
states who feel sensibly these privations. They are unable to 
support a minister handsomely, and no missionaries stop here. 
At times we have a sermon from a transient person, and that is 
all. We are as sheep without a shepherd. Our Sabbaths are 
spent in idleness, or what is worse, roving and rambling over 
our fields, or perhaps, hunting or fishing, and our children are 
growing up in vice and idleness— could we have a godly, pious 
and exemplary missionary in this part of the state, for one or 
two years, I do think his labours would be more blessed than 
that of forty or fifty among the Indians or Hindoos. There are 
thousands of souls who, 1 fear, are annually lost in the state of 
Ohio for want of a preached gospel ! 

'^ What a vast population of men, and oh, how few ministers of 
the gospel ! 

'• I know if .we could have a preacher here one year steadily , 
we should find means to support him ever after. 
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•• Will you, my dear sir, (I know you will,) use your influ- 
ence in obtaining for us a few Bibles, Testaments, Tracts, or 
other school books, such as are used in your Sabbuth Schools, 
for our poor destitute school ? I design, if God permit, on the 
receipt of them, to commence our school again ; and I do hope 
it will be the means of bringing many poor little children near 
the kingdom of heaven : and could you excite the sympathies 
of your young men's Missionary Society, (of which I was once 
a member,) to send a person to us who could be content with 
doing good, rather than gaining wealth, I am sure hundreds in 
my neighbourhood would flock to the standard of Christ, that 
DOW are following after falsfe gods ; becoming Deists, Athe- 
ists, &c. 



EXTRACT FROM THE GOVERNOR'S SPEECH. 

Extract from the Speech of His Excellency Joseph C. Yates, 60- 
?enior of the State of New- York, dated Albany, 6th January, 
1824. 

'* It is a subject of great felicitation to observe so general a 
sentiment prevailing in the state in favour of the dissemination* 
of useful knowledge. The advantages afibrded mi the esta- 
bliihment of common schools have been e'^Jtitaced in almost 
e?ery part of the state ; and independent of many charitable 
institutions, meritorious citizens have, in many places, extended 
their benevolence to the children of indigent parents, by the 
means of Sunday Schools ; and the adoption of these humane 
and truly laudable measures have induced numbers to exchange 
their accustomed habits of indolence and dissipation on that day 
ibr the more profitable pursuit of obtaining a common educa- 
tion. The prevalence of such enlightened sentiments and ge- 
nerous feelings will essentially contribute to secure to the 
public the benefit of the talents of many useful and virtuous 
members of society, otherwise allowed to remain in obscurity ; 
and will have a direct tendency to afibrd permanjint and sub» 
atantial advantages to a government where the sovereignty rests 
altogether with the people." 

11 
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The Annual Report of the superintendent of common schools, 
represents the progress of education in this iitate in the most 
satisfactory manner. There are now 7382 common schools, in 
which are taught 400,534 children ; 25,8^ 1 more children 
were educated in 1823 than in 1822. — Within the last year 
3.^1 new school districts were formed, j^l 82,805 25 of public 
moneys were last year expended for the support of common 
schools ; and it is estimated that in addition to this j^8«50,000 
were appropriated in like manner, from the private funds of 
individuals, making more than a million of dollars ! This is 
exclusive of public and private appropriations and benefactions 
for the support of coUe^^es and academies. 

These facts demonstrate the signal success which has at- 
tended the exertions made, from time to time, by the legislature 
to disseminate useful knowledge among every class of the com* 
munity : and it must be gratifying to perceive, that some other 
states, animated with a like zeal for ameliorating the condition 
of society, are introducing and supporting among them similar 
institutions. The New-England states have long done this, and 
Connecticut in particular, it is well known, returns more to 
her favoured inhabitants for the purposes of education than 
"ii- .i>':"rts from them in taxes. The old world does not pro- 
= '.'> i . ;• ! England, the most enlightened part of it, 
^^ ^y ,i.(j ^:jiv • .-. ^' .? is in her exertions for promoting 
moral ui.r i; :• i *:. r».'ni;;r\,) had, three years ago, only 
18,449 endoweu :./^«i ui*. . 'uw<7' schools, in which were in- 
structed 644,282 children j .•; ; ;i Scotland, the whole number 
of schools was, at the same time, only 3556, containing 176,303 
pnpils. — In Connecticut, one sixth ; in England, one ffteenih ; 
io Scotland, one tenth of their respective population every year 
attend their schools. In this state, more than one fourth part of 
her entire populati n is receiving instruction annually, in common 
schools alone. If, as has been asserted, by one of the greatest 
literary ornaments the world ever produced, knowledge u 
power^ who can set bounds to the liberal and enlightened pro- 
jects for the public good, which may be produced by these in- 
tellectual resources, and the moral energies of the people of 
this new world. 
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PALESTINE MISSION. 



Elxtnct of a letter from the Rev. Pliny Fisk, American Missionary at 
Jerusalem, to Dr. Porter of Aodover, dated 28th April, 1823. 

" I have DOW spent four days in the city where David lived 
and reigned, and where David s Lord and King redeemed the 
vrorld. The house I inhabit stands on Mount Calvary ; my lit- 
tle room has but one small window, and this opens towards 
Mount Olivet. I have walked around Zion ; 1 have walked 
over Calvary ; I have passed through the valley of Hinnom ; 
drank of the waters of Siloam ; crossed the brook Kedron ; and 
liave been in the garden of Gethsemane. The next day afler 
ray arrival 1 made my first visit to the tomb of our Lord. The 
church [built over it] was full of people ; but though surrounded 
l>y them, I couid not suppress my feelings. I looked at {,he 
dome which covers the tomb ; thought of the death and resur- 
rection of our Lord, and burst into tears. I entered and 
I^neeled by the marble which is supposed to cover the spot 
^bere the body lay. My tears flowed freely : it was for us he 
Med and died. Shall we not then live to him ? He died to 
>ave Qs from sin : shall we not then avoid sin in all its forms ? 
He died to save us : can we then be unwilling to make efforts, 
and endure privations to save others? We have sold and dis- 
^i^ibuted about seventy Testaments and Psalters, and more than 
^hree hundred Tracts ; and brother Wolff is engaged day and 
^ight in preaching to the Jews, and disputing with their Rab- 
wins. We are surrounded by dangers, and tremble at every 
step ; yet the Lord our Redeemer protects us, and, 1 ^ope,'will 
prelect us." 



Description of Jerusalem. 
From Dr. Edward D. C'larke, [a late traveller.] 

** Instead of a wretched and ruined town by some described, 
as the desolated remnnnt of Jerusalem, we belield, on our ap- 
proach to the city, a flouri-^hing and stately metropolis, pre- 
senting a magnificent assemblage of domes, towers, palaces. 
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cbiirchcs, and monasteries, all of which, glittering in the sun'f 
rays, shone with inconceivable splendour. 

*' As we drew nearer, our whole attention was engrossed by 
its noble and interesting appearance. The lofty bills, where- 
by it is surrounded,* give to the city itself an appeardDce of 
elevation inferior to that which it really possesses." 

Dr. Cl.irke, in describing the sepulchres of that country, 
•ays, ** They are excavations made in the heart of solid rocks. 
They exhibit a series of subterranean chambers, hewn with 
marvellous art, each containing one or many repositories 
for the dead, like cisterns, carved in the rock, upon the sides of 
those chambers. The doors are so low that to look into any 
one of them it is necessary to stoop, and in some instances to 
creep on our hands and knees. These doors are grooved for 
the reception of immense stones, once squared and fitted to the 
grooves, by way of closing the entrances. Of such a Dature 
were indispuUibly the tombs of the sons of Heth, of the kings of 
Israel, of Lazarus, and of Christ." 

These sepulchres are stationed in the midst of gardens. 
Dr. Clarke descended into one of them, which he thinks was 
probably the identicvd tomb of Jesus Christ, it is now [i8()6] to 
be seen in the place of the crucifixion, which was a public 
cemetery, [the place of a scull, 1 called in the Hebrew Golgotha, 
without the city, and very near to one of its gates. . 

'^ The large stone that once closed its mouth had been, per- 
haps fur ages, rolled away. Stooping down to look into it, we 
observed within a fur sepulchre, containing a repository upon 
one side only for a single body, whereas in most of the others 
there were two, and in many of th< in more than two. As we 
viewed this sepulchre, and read upon the spot the description 
given of Mary Magdalene, and the disciples coming in the morn- 
ing, [John 20.] it was impossible to devest our minds of the pro- 
bability that here might have been the identical tomb of Jesui 
Christ ; and that up the steep which led to it, afler descending 



* As the mountains are round about Jerusalem, so the Lord is round 
about his people, from henceforth, even for ever. Fs. 125. 
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XX Whae there was a Uiio surfarc of earth, and a rock at the bot- 
tom. 
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caase they had no deepness of earth, and when the sun waf 
up thej were scorched, and because they had no root thei 
withered away : And some fell among thorns,* and the thorn ■ 
sprung up and choaked them ; But other fell into good ground, 
and brought fruit, some a hundred fold — some sixty fold — some 
thirty fold.j* Who hath ears to hear, let him hear.| 

Mark 4 — 35. 

And the same day when the even was come he saith unto 
them, let us pass over unto the other side : and when they had 
sent away the multitude they §took him even as he was id the 
ship : And there were also with him other little ships : and 
there arose a great storm of wind, and the waves beat into the 
ship so that it was nuw full ; and he was in the hinder part of 
the ship asleep on a pillow : and they awoke him, and said unto 
him, Master carest thou not that we perish ? And he arose, and 
rebuked the wind,|l and said unto the Sea, Peace, be still — and 
the wind ceased, and there was a great calm :1F And he said 



* Where the earth was ploughed up ; but the brambles and weeds 
had not been cleared away. 

I According to their different situations, circumstances, and mental 
capacity. 

J Those who would hear effectually must hear attentively. In the 
very beautiful explanation given by our Lord of this parable, from the 
18th to the 23»1 verse, it appears that caret ^ssness^ inattention^ and 
loorldly rmndedness are three great causes of UL^ruitfulness. See the 
same parable related by Mark, ch. 4., and Luke, cV 8. 

} The disciples. He was now in the boat which usually waited on 
liim ; and out of which he was teaching the people. There were seve- 
ral other boats attending; but tliey did not wait to provide any accom- 
modations for the passage across the lake. 

II The agitation of the sea was the effect of the wind i The effect 
©eased when the crruse was removed. Joshua did not say to the earth, 
earth stand thou still, because the earth is not the cause of its own mo- 
tion; but sun stand thou still ; or restrain thy influence ; which influ- 
ence is the proper cause of the revolution of the planets. Both Christ 
and Joshua spoke with the strictest philosophical precision. 

^ One word of Christ can cliange the face of nature, and restore 
calm and peace to the trouhled soul. See the same event delated by 
Matthew, ch. 8. and Luke, ch. 8. Clarke. 
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unto them Why are ye so feiiriul ? how is it that ye have no 
iaith ? And they feared exceedingly, and said one to -tnother — 
What miinner of man is this, that even tlie wind, and the sea 
obey him ? 



IGNORANCE OF THE TURKISH GOVERNMENT. 

The public attention being so deeply and laudably excited on 
behalf of ancient Greece, it may amuse some of our readers 
to see an extract from the travels of Dr. Edw'd D. Clakke, a* 
man of great literary rank in £ngland. who in I8u6 visited Con- 
stantinople. It shows the extreme ignorance of the barbirians 
who have so long tyrannized over the inhabitants of that vene- 
rable seat of learning, as well as over the country honored by 
the presence and abode of the Saviour of the world : from 
which tyranny, it is our prayer and our hope that those coun- 
tries (so dear to religion and science) may sooa be released. 

** The arrival of an American frigate, for the first time at 
Constantinople, caused considerable sensation ; not only among 
the Turks, but also throughout the whole diplomatic corps sta- 
tioned at Pera. This ship commanded by Capt. Bainbridge, 
came from Algiers, with a letter and presents from the Dey 
to the Sultan, and Capudan Fucha. The presents consisted of 
tigers, and other animals, sent with a view to conciliate the 
Turkish government, whom the Doy had offended. When 
she came to an anchor, and a message went to the Porte tliat 
an American frigate was in the harbour, the Turks wore al- 
together unable to comprehend where the country "was situated, 
whose flag they were to salute A great deal of time was there- 
fore lost ID settling this important point, and in considering how 
to receive the stranger. In the mean time we went on board to 
visit the captain, and were sitting with him in his cabin, when 
a messenger came from the Turkish government^ to ask whether 
America were not otherwise called the New World ; and be- 
ing answered in the afiirmitive, assured the captain that hi^ 
was welcome, and would be treated with the utmost cordialitv 
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and respect. The messengers from the Dey were then ordered 
on board the Capudan Pacha's ship, who receiving the letter 
from their sovereign with great rage, first spat, and then stamp- 
ed upon it, telling them to go back to their master, and inform 
him, that he would be served after the same manner whenever 
the Turkish Admiral met him/' 



REPORTS TO THE SUNDAY SCHOOL ASSOCIATIOIT. 

The Editor has been favoured with the perusal of four inte- 
resting Reports, made by the pious and benevolent instructors 
of four of the Sunday Schools in this city, to the Sunday School 
Association of the* church to which they belong. The first 
♦>, report stales the pleasing fact of an increase in the number of 
learners ; but adds that there is a deficiency in the number of 
teachers ! The mode of management in this school is thus re- 
presented : The hours of instruction are from nine to a quarter 
past ten, A. M., and from half past one till church time, P. M. 
The exercises are commenced in the morning by reading and 
prayer ; and closed by singmg : in the afternoon opened by 
reading and singing, and closed by prayer : the order of lessons 
is necessarily varied in the different classes. From fifteen to 
twenty minutes are set apart in the afternoon exclusively for 
religious instruction. The School is regularly visited by com- 
mittees appointed by the general society ; and rewards are 
given for improvements in Scripture knowledge. Meetings are 
held monthly for the transaction of business ; when plans for 
the increase or better management of the school are brought 
forward and discussed : and the great utility of this part of the 
arrangement is highly spoken of. The labours of the committee 
for visiiing absentees are commended ; and the school derives 
great benefit from the use of a library instituted by the congre- 
gation ; the desire of obtaining books operating as a stimulant to 
exertion andlstudy. 

In the course of this report, however, there is a fact stated, 
which cannot be read without pain, " During the Spring of 
1823, the actual number of attendants was small, althougk 
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the register number was large ; a careful revision vvas made and 
all useless members were struck off: since that time sixty- 
five have been received ; of which number, by the regu ttoa 
of the school, (which provides lor a regnlar attendance of one 
month before attaining the privilege of scholarship,) only twen- 
ty-four have been added to the regtsterM All the others have 
either removed, or have become refractory and unwilling to 

attend ; and of these, twenty two were from * of whom, 

not one now remains, although the members have been faithful 
and vigilant in their endeavours to obtain their attendance. We 
have now, on account of the discouragement arising from the 
degraded and vicious state of this den of iniquity, abawioned 
it in despair. We cannot however but hope that others, more 
able, will either unite with as in another attempt, or themselves 
make an essay of reform ; for we do not believe there can be 
a fi«ld where exertions are more needed/' On this part of 
the report the editor would observe that he cordially unites ia 
the benevolent wish that renewed exertions may be made to 
reclaim the wanderers referred to. Our blessed Master came 
into this world, ** not to call the righteous, but sinners to re- 
pentance," and we know that those who are most sick have the 
greatest need of a physician. The simple fact of their being 
permitted to continue in life by Him *' in whose hands are the 
issues of life and death" shows that He has not yet abandoned 
them ; and they must never be abandoned by us while there is 
life or hope. One of the most benevolent of mankind, who 
was an ornament to this country, illustrates so well the dnty of 
bearing with the sins and follies of our fellow creatures, and 
showing them kindness in return, that the editor hopes to be ex- 
cused for inserting it : 

'' Ahd it came to pass afler these things that Abraham sat in 
the door of his tent about the going down of the sun. And 
behold a man bent with age, coming from the wilderness, lean- 
ing on a staff. And Abraham arose, and met him, and said unto 
him, turn in, I pray thee, and wash thy feet, and tarry all night ; 
and thou shalt arise early in the morning, and go on thy way. 

*A street or lane in the heart of the city. 

Voi. I. n 
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So he turaed and went into the tent And Abraham baked un- 
leavened bread, and they did eat : And when Abraham saw 
that the man blessed not God, he said unto him, wherefore dost 
thou not worship the most high God, Creator of Heaven and 
Earth f And the man answered and said, I do not worship thj 
God, neither do I call upon his name ; but I have made to my- 
self a God, which abideth always in my house. And Abraham's^ 
anger was kindled against the man ; and he arose and fell upon 
him, and drove him forth with blows into the wilderness. And 
God called unto Abraham, saying, Abraham ! where is the 
stranger ? And Abraham answered, and said. Lord he would 
not worship thee, neither would he call upon thy name ; there- 
fore have I driven him out into the wilderness. And the Lord 
said. Have I borne with him these one hundred and ninety and 
eight years y and nourished him and clothed him, notwithstanding 
his rebellion against me ; and couldst not thou, (who art thyself 
a sinner^) bear with him one night ? And Abraham said, let not 
the anger of my Lord wax hot against his servant : lo I have 
sinned ; forgive me, 1 pray thee. And Abraham arose, find 
went forth into the wilderness, and diligently sought for the man 
and found him, and returned with him to the tent ; and when he 
had entreated him kindly he sent him away on the morrow with 
gifts." Franklin. 



The Report of another of these schools states, that this school 
was organized about two years and art half ago, and then had 
fifteen or sixteen teachers and visiters, now reduced to six or 
eight ; and that for the last six months it has suffered much for 
want of visiters of absentees and their parents. Present num- 
ber forty — average number who attend twenty-five. It states, 
too, the interesting fact, that since the formation of the school 
three of the teachers have made a public profession of religion. 
The course of exercises adopted by this school is : First a 
chapter is read by the superintendent, who makes suitable re- 
marks ; then a prayer is offered by one of the teachers ; then 
each of the teachers takes charge of his class, and hears the 
Scripture which the scholars have learnt recited ; then those 
who can read in the Bible are directed to read select portions. 



Reports to the Sunday School Association, 91 

wiiich are explained by a teacher : sometimes a few minutes 
are spent in spelling and defining words ; and then the school 
doses with singing a few verses of Sunday School hymns* 
Three Bibles and eight Testaments have been distributed as 
rewards. 

There is an orphan scholar belonging to this school who will 
ever have occasion to bless God for the institution of Sunday 
Schools, as the means of escaping from the wretchedness into 
which he had fallen, by losing both parents, being deserted by 
all his kindred, and lefl in the hut of a poor aged son of Africa, 
at three years of age. This poor child, who, when received 
into the school knew not a letter of the alphabet, has now not 
only learnt to read, but has committed to memory sixty chap- 
ters of the New Testament ! besides hymns, catechisms, &c. 
The establishment of a library for the scholars is attended with 
the happiest effects ; and the visiter remarks that he is kindly 
received by parents whenever he calls to inquire for absen- 
tees. 



The Report of another of these Schools states, that the num- 
ber of scholars is sixty ; all of whom attend occasionally, and 
thirty-five regularly : their conduct is satisfactory. The esta- 
blishment of a library, and the privilege of drawing books from 
it as rewards only^ have had very happy effects, in stimulating 
the scholars to increased diligence in their studies, punctuality 
in their attendance, and correctness and propriety in their con- 
duct. Two of the adults have recently been made the hopeful 
subjects of regenerating grace, and publicly professed them- 
Bcives to be on the Lord's side ; and one coloured woman ap- 
pears to be deeply convinced of her ruined and sinful condition, 
and is anxiously inquiring — •' What must I do to be saved ?" 



The Report of another of these Schools states the very 
cheering fact, that since the organization of the school, between 
two and three years ago, eight of the teachers have made a 
public profession of their faith in Christ, and become members 
af his visible church! that two of the scholars have become 
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hopeful coDverts to the truth ; and that great solemnity ap« 
pears to pervade the minds of others. An interesting circum- 
stance, relating to a little girl of 1 1 years of age, is detailed in 
this report, which we will briefly notice. Her mother, (who 
is a servant in a family in this city,) is both ignorant and ub- 
concerned. About two months ago this child, having attended t 
prayer meeting of teachers and scholars, called on her mother, 
and was observed by a pious lady of the house reading her Bible 

I 

to her, and anxiously attempting to explain what she had heard 
at the meeting : she then repeated the first lines of the hymns 
that were sung, and gave her mother a correct statement of the 
exercises of the evening* The lady afterwards saw the child 
alone, when she expressed great concern for the soul of her 
parent, and, having her eyes filled with tears, said she prayed 
to God that he would take away her stony heart, and give her 
a good one. 

The two last reports are from the ladies, who still continne 
to take their share, and more than their share, in the active 
duties of religion in this great city ; and who when once they 
have discovered the vanities of the world, and the place where 
true happiness is to be found, are generally the most devoted 
«ervants of the Saviour, and the most active instruments in the 
extension of his kingdom. The editoi^ regrets be has not room 
to transcribe into his pages the warm-hearted effusions of piety 
and benevolence istdch the reports contain. 



NOTICES OF PUBLICATIONS. 

The Importance of educating the Infant Children of the 
poor. Three hundred children from eighteen months to seven 
years of age. may be managed. by one master and mistress; 
containing also an account of the Spitalfields Infant School, by 
Samuel Wilderspin, master of the said school — London, 18!e3, 

Observations relative to Infant Schools, designed to point 
out their usefulness to the children of the poor, to their parents, 
and to society at large ; calculated to assist those who may be- 
nevolently incline to establish such schools. By Thomas Pole, 
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M. 9. aathor of the History, &c. of Adult Schools. Bristol, 
England f K!^3. 

These are two valaahle publications, well worthy the atten- 
tioD of those who feel ao interest in the happiness of the rising 
generation. 

There have been in England for many years past, a great 
nnmber of preparatory schools for the care and education of 
very young children, accessible only to those who could afford 
to send their children to them, and they have been found useful 
and advantageous : They are generally under the management 
of well educated females, and the plans of some of them, well 
known to the writer of this article, are excellent. A few years 
ago Mr. Brougham, (a well-kfiown member of the British Par- 
liament,) in conjunction with some benevolent friends, insti- 
tuted the first Injani School for the Poor at Brewer's Green, 
Westminster : And now they are increasing and well supported 
throughout Great Britain. 

Spitalfields Infant School, in the midst of the most populous 
part of London, is under the care of Mr. and Mrs. Wilder- 
spin, it presents a delightful scene to the benevolent eye : 
Monitors of five years old, and learners of two years old may be 
seen there receiving and imparting instruction, and forming 
habits of usefulness in the midit of happiness and order. A 
little child of six years old may be seen pitching a tune for 
others to sing : while some are playing round an apple tree, 
and singing verses containing the most important truths and mo- 
rals ; others playing with hoops, &c. and all happy. The 
school is opened at half past eight in the morning, and continued 
till five in the aAernoon ; some of the scholars bringing their 
dinner with them. They are trained to a variety of exercises 
suitable to their age ; and taught to make one another happy. 
They are instructed in Scripture history by means of pictures ; 
and truth, honesty, and order, are inculcated by all the means 
possible. A great majority of the eldest class go to the Suuday 
schools ; are better prepared for instruction there, and give 
less trouble to the teachers than any others; besides which 
the change appears to be very agreeable and interesting to 
them* 
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Dr. Pole's plan of iDstruction diffene in some respects from 
Mr. Wilderspin's : and the editor hopes for a future opportunity 
of pointing out their comparative merits. 

PoETiciL Miscellany, being a collection of short Poems, 
peculiarly adapted to impress on the youthful mind the most 
exalted sentiments of morality, religion and virtue. By a 
Friend to Youth. New-York. Published and sold by D. A. 
Borrenstein, 280 Broadway. 1824. Price 50 cents ; or 60 per 
cent, less to Sunday Schools taking a quantity. 

This is a valuable little book : it contains the most judicious 
selections we have seen in so small a size, from the best poetry 
in our language, under the following heads : — Praise and Ado- 
ration — Prayers — Hymns — Odes— Descriptive pieces — Pathe. 
tic pieces — Time — Reflections — Promiscuous pieces — and Re- 
ligious Poems. The classical stores of Addison, Johnson, 
Doddridge, Hawkesworth, Bishop Home, Cotton. Cowper, Col- 
lins, Campbell, Mrs. Steele, Mrs. Carter, and other celebrated 
persons, have contributed to enrich this little volume ; besides 
which there are several anonymous pieces of considerable 
merit. 

We must add, that this Miscellany is well printed, and neatly 
finished in all respects ; and we should consider it a valuable 
poetic present to a young person. 



The eighth Annual Meeting of the Auxiliary New- York Bi- 
ble and Common Prayer Book Society was held in St. Paul's 
Chapel, on Monday, January 26th, 1824, at 7 o'clock, p. m. ; 
William E. Dunscomb, Esq. senior Vice President, in the Chair, 
and Charles Keeler, Secretary. 

The Eighth Annual Report of the Board of Managers was 
read by Mr. Floyd Smith ; whereupon, the following resolution, 
offered by the Rev, Benjamin T. Onderdonk ; was unanimously 
adopted : — 

Resolved, That the Society accept, with high approbation, 
the Report of the Board of Managers, which contains a grati- 
fying exhibition of the improved condition of the institution, 
and of the motives that should animate its members and friends 
to continue to it their patronage and influence. 

On Motion of the Rev. Jonathan M. Wainwright, D. D. re- 
solved, that the Society present to the Board of Managers their 
cordial thanks, for the prudence, zeal, and perseverance, with 
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which they have discharged their duties ; and unite with them 
m imploring for the institution the continuance of the blessings 
of a gracious Providence. 

On motion of the Rev. Henry J. Feltus, D. D. resolved, 
that the Society feel more and more deeply impressed with the 
importance of the objects for which they have been associated ; 
and they will, under the Divine blessing, continue to prosecute 
them with anabating diligence. 

On motion, resolved, that the report just read, and the pro- 
ceedings of this Meeting, be published under the direction of 
the Board of Managers. 

The Society then proceeded to the election of a Board of 
Managers for the ensuing year, when the following gentlemen 
were declared to be duly elected, viz. 

Willi-im E. Duriscomb, Pretident, J. Smyth Rogers, M. D. 
Ist Vice PrendenU John Watts, Jr. M. D. 2d Vice President, 
John J. Lambert, 3d Vice President. Charles W. Sanford, 
Corresponding Secretary, Charles KeeJer, Recording Secre- 
tary. Floyd Smith, Treasurer, Thomas N. Stanford, Agent, 
And 18 Managers. 



POETRY. 

STAKZAS OCCASIONED BY EXPELLING A REFRACTORY SCHOLAR 

FROM A SUNDAY SCHOOL. 

He^s gone ! and see what scornful looks 

Attend his haughty, hasty strides ; 
See how indignantly he brooks 

My parting words — which he derides ! 

Long his bad conduct I endur'd ; 

Rebuk'd, advis'd, forgave, caress'd ; 
'Till his example had secur'd 

The imitation of the rest. 

Then whence this sickness of my heart ; 

I'hese tremors that my frame infect ? 
Why do confus'd reflections start, 

As if the deed was rash ? — reflect — 

He was but young : he had not ey'd 

Full fifteen times the Sun^s career ; 
And now is cast on lifers rough tide, 

'Midst rocks of vice his course to steer! 

Oh, haste before his madden'd soul 

Spurs him to deeds of blackest hue ; 
Oh, bring him back ; his steps controul ; 
He yet may live to pray for you. 

Detect his haunts, intreat, demand 
His swift return from errors wild ; 
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Hold out to him a friendly hand — 
Invite to happiness the child. 

Then should thy anxious wishes fail ; 

And he still rush to ruin's goid ; 
This thought will not thy peace assail, 

Nor this reflection rack thy soul. 

*^ Oh had* this youth possessed some feeling friend ; 
To calm his passions, and his steps to ^uide ; 
A shameful death would not have mark'd his end ; 
tile might have liv*d to God ; in God have died.'* 



THE HAPPY MAir. 

He is the happy man, whose life, e'en now 

Shows somewhat of that happier life to come : 

Who, doom'd to an obscure, but tranquil state, 

Is pleas'd with it ; and were he free to choose 

Would, make his fate his choice ; whom peace (the fruit 

Of virtue) and whom virtue^ (fruit of faith) < " 

Prepare for happiness ; — bespeak him one 

Content mdeed to sojourn,^ while he must. 

Below the skies ; but having there his home. 

The world o'erlooks him in her busy search 

Of objects more illustrious in her view ; 

And, occupied as earnestly as she. 

Though more sublimely, — he o'erlooks the world. 

She scorns his pleasures ; for she knows them not : 

He seeks not her's ; for he has prov'd them vain. 

COWPER. 



TRUE HAPPINESS. 

True happiness is not the growth of earth ; 

The toil is fruitless if you seek it here : 
*Tis an exotic of celestial birth. 

And never blooms but in celestial air. 

Sweet plant of paradise ! the seed is sown, 
And only sown in minds of heavenly mould ; 

It rises slow, and buds ; but ne'er was known 
To blossom here — the climate is too cold. 
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Ere sin could blight, or sorrow fade. 
Death came, with trembling care ; 

The opening bud to Heav'n convey ''d. 
And bade it blossom there. 
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BINTS FOR THE FORMATION OF SUNDAY SCHOOLS— CODCluded. 

The plan suggested in our last number, relative to the assign- 
ing of places to the scholars, will doubtless meet the approba- 
tion of every Sunday School Teacher. In some schools I 
know it to be the practice to allow the children to change places 
according to their improvement in spelling : I have always ob- 
served that such a change is accompanied with noise, too of\en 
creating disturbance, as boys are not generally willing to give 
Qp their places to their classmates. I have for my own part 
always strenuously advocated the following plan, and f do re- 
commend it to every school : — Let all the seats in the school be 
nnmljered, and when it is practicable, let every seat have a 
corresponding nail for the hat of the occupant. When a boy 
Joins the school, let the number of his seat be given to him, 
and assure him as long as he continues in the school it will be- 
long to him alone : this course, besides preventing confusion, 
would create a kind of local attachment that would be of ser- 
vice in retaining the boy in the school. I am well aware of the 
fact that many a worldly minded person is drawn to church as 
much by a desire to occupy a seat in a pew which he considers 
his property, as by a desire to hear the truths of religion ; and 
in the same manner, many a boy who cares little for the good 
instruction he may gain, would attend school regularly for do 
other piirpose than that of occupying a seat which is appropria- 

VoL. I. 13 
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ted excluHively to him. It must be recollected, that the ino 
provement of the scholars is slow, and that every justifiabl 
means should be employed to retiiin then) in the school. Whe: 
the seats have been as$>igned to the scholars, the next thing ii 
order to be attended to is the manner in which they should bi 
occupied. Little or no attention has been paid to this ; it ha 
been considered too trifling ; but let any one go into a Sandaj 
School, and he may see one boy sittmg sideways in the class 
and occupying as much room as would accommodate two ; ano 
ther with his feet on the bench ; another leaning on the nex 
boy ; another with his back to the teacher. If you wouk 
maintain order in your school, these trifles must have your con 
tinned attention ; your directions to the scholars should be 
you must sit facing the teacher, your feet shouLi be on the floor 
and be careful not to lean on the next boy. In some school 
they stand during the hours of instruction, in others they sit 
I would prefer the latter method, as I think it is easier for cbil 
dren to sit still than to stand still, always requiring the boy wh4 
reads to ^tand while reading. When they h tve been taught U 
know thftir places in the school, and to sit properly, they mai 
then be instructed in the manner they should leave school ; i 
is preferable to dismiss the school by sections ; first, directinj 
such a section to rise, and then to march regularly and silently 
making them practise it until they can iJ(arch or keep step to 
gether, this will amuse them, and be of service to the teacher 
Those who teach in a dififerent place from that in which ther 
attend church will soon experience the utility of suc\i a regnla 
tion. In marching from the school to the church, the teacher 
have permitted the scholars to walk two abreast ; on their way 
even the best of them, having so good an opportunity, will tall 
to each other, most of them will play, and occasionally a quar 
rel will arise from such a regulation. Now, to walk in singl* 
files w^l obviate the difficulty. When they enter the churcb 
they should not be allowed to go on too rapidly, and they shoiil 
never be crowded tomber, particularly in warm weather, a 
from that cause pn)||a^ so much restlessness ; the scholar 
should be detained Iner the service until the congregHtioa ar 
dismissed. ^: 
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^th a word or two to the teachers, 1 shall close this paper : 

^8 a general maxim, I know of none more appropriate than this, 

^t moderation and mildne.ss produce more salutary effects Iq 

^Qodaj Schools than severity and force ; and 1 would recom- 

fteDd to every Sunday School Teacher to consider well tbe/tc- 

^re consequences, rather tSan present apparent advantages* of 

otH measures, and to ado; t, as a rule of conduct, discretion with 

determination, firmness without severity, and uffabihty without 

doitliarity. 

My inteBtion in this paper has been to awaken in Sunday 
School Teachers a proper sense of their great responsibility, 
Btid to show them the necessity of reflecting upon every step 
they take in Sunday School affairs ; ahhough every plan here 
suggested is founded on experience, and every hint relative to 
the management of schools, the result of personal observation, 
still I am aware that local disadvantages may render it difficult 
to conform to, or to profit by thorn. 

Be assured, the disciplme of scholars, the management of 
tcboob, and the conduct of teachers, form a most interesting 
subject, requiring the careful attention of every one interest- 
ed in Sunday School instruction ; that these hints may bb instru- 
mental in eliciting remarks upon the subject 6om some abler 
and more experienced hand, is the ardent desire of the writer. 
The following remark from Madame Maissoneau on education, 
traofllatedby Mrs. C. M. Thayer, shall conclude these hints :— 
** It is the heart, even more than the understanding, we wish to 
iliprove, aid to think more of the virtuous habits than of the 
fakowledge they acquire. Knowled^^e is only useful when it 
lights the flambeau of virtue, and guides the wandering head 
''''^1 from thie darkness of vice : it is from the practical piety of those 
, whom yon have instructed^ rather than from their knowledge, 
that you one day hope to receive th^ rewards of all your la- 
hours, and find your existence renewed in the happiness of those 
who will have cause to bless the benevolent exertions." 

H. 
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^i . IITor the Amer. S. S. Teachen' Mtgasine.] 

It is iflhllot of the Christuwi, in whatever be andertakes, for 
the CM^ of his master, to meet with difficulty and danger ; 
and ereiy work has its own. The minister of the gospel who 
dispenses, from Sabbath to Sabbath, the word of life, and the 
private Christian who is actively engaged in promoting the salva- 
tion of those who are around him, are both exposed to the dan- 
ger of neglecting their own growth in grace ; and while they are 
doing so much for others, might often take up the lamentation^ 
^* They made me keeper of vineyards, but mine otvn vine- 
yard have 1 not kept."* Not that it necessarily follows that 
activity in religion produces such consequences, but iinlett 
great care is taken there is dangeJCithat they will ensue. All 
are in danger of performing one dol^o the neglect of another ; 
the duty of social, may intrude upon the hour of private prayer^ 
and hinder us in our progress towards the heavenly hill. And 
on the contrary, by the neglect of social, and by an exclosire 
attention to private prayer, we may forget what we owe to oor 
neighbour ; we may become contemplative, but not active Chris- 
tians ; holy in heart, but less useful to the world than we 
Blight be. 

It is intended, in the following observations, to point oat, in 
some degree, the trials and difficulties to which Sunday School 
Teachers, as such, are exposed* 

1. There is something in the nature of the employment of 
the Teacher which has in it much of danger. The children 
committed to his charge are often those who, under their pa- 
rent's roof, submit to no law but their own will ; those parents 
areys^haps careless of the welfare of their child, and regardless 
of hwdisobedience to their commands. He is permitted during 
the week to roam about the streets, and there contract ac- 
quaintances of the worst kind, and with them vices of a nature 
not easily eradicated. When a boy of such habits enters the 
school, i{ is not surprizing that his rudeness and insubordination 
shooM wesry the patience of the teacher — sour his temper, and 
render b&rwork disgusting. 

* Canticles^ 1. 6. 
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2. ADotber source of danger to the teacher arises from the 
time in which his labour is performed. The mott4BiDinent Chris- 
tians, who spend all the Sabbath in the duties of the ctoset or of 
the House of God, will often complain of distractiofti of mind— 
of a proneness to wander af\er Ae vanities of eartb; notwith- 
standing the yigilant watch which they keep over their own 
hearts. If persons of this character find so great a difficulty in 
the service of the sanctuary, what must the Teacher feel, who 
is obliged, from the nature of his employment, to turn away hit 
mind at the dawn of the morning from meditation suited to the 
day, and to enter into the bustle of a school room, (where is a 
scene calculated to excite any thing bat devotional feelings,) and 
from thence, afler hearing the repetitions of the Abecedarian to 
be hurried immediately into the house of Qod ? And even there 
it may become often his duty to watch over the scholars during 
the hour of service;- loid thus he is prevented from hearing 
one word of the sermcHi,' or joining id the prayer of the *' great 
congregation." 

3. Themagnitudeofthe object contemplated by the Teacher^ 
together with the fear of failure, is a great trial. This object is 
nothing less than the salvation of the soul of the scholar. And 
who can tell the worth of that soul ! *'Man knoweth not the price 
thereof ; it cannot be valued with the gold of ophir, with the 
precious onyx, or the sapphire. The gold and the chrystal 
cannot equal it, and the exchange of it shall not be for jewels of 
fine gold.'** No wonder that the Teacher should tremble for 

M the scholar, when he considers the short portion of time which 
is allotted for the accomplishment of the great task of leading 
him into the paths of life : only two hours of one day while *Hhe 
devil has every hour of the other six." 

4. The Teacher is excluded from devoting the Sabbath to> 
the study of the word of God. This he will feel deeply if he 
loves that word ; but, at the same time, will be far from regret- ^ 
ting it, if he enters on the work with a right spirit ; for he is 
assured that he that watereth shall himself be watered, and he 
that sowcth plenteously shall reap alsei^enteously ; and he will 
feel that he is following the example of him who has said, *'that 
it is lawful to do well on the Sabbath days." 

■ . ' ..^i 

* Job, 28. 
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^p But let no teaclier be discoamged becnuse h« hns in his 
^ p»tli diingers and Iriols ; for from ihege who are exempt 1 Let * 
bim remember thel he is rendering bis country a service, <<nd 
society and fainiaelfa service. Let liiin rememlier Ih^t the in- 
fluence ijf hisexertious may beffdt when he h.i* ceased to teach, 
and tbe scholar has ceased to learn. Let him remeinber the 
r love which Christ bore towardu him when he drank the ci|p of 
his fiither's nr.iih to the very dre|j;s ; aud lei him, in imittiljon of 
that love, go forward in the labour. Lei him rememher thai the 
redemption of the »oiil is precious, and Chat nhat is done for iti 
salviition, must be done " quickly." 
a4tb February, 11:24. 
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> , [Tulbeeilloroflhe Suiiitny School TeHchers' MnL^nEiiie.] 

Jt - Sir — It was with no small feelings of reftrei thtit I perceived 
_'. the communication in the last number of your valuable publica- 
tion, signed T., rel..live to the rfligious instruction of Sunday 
ScEtfol children on the Sabbath, apart from the slated means of 
public worship on thatday. 

It is far from my inclination to enter into a discussion with 
my fellow-labonrer T. in re^rd io this important subjecL per- 
aujded thrtt it was through the purest motives, and with the moat 
benevolent design, that he made that communication. But how- 
ever much 1 ;<p[irove of his motives, I cannot but object to the ~ 
phin which he so warmly advocates, having perceived its opera- 
tion BOd effect, and knowing that it i» not calculated to produce 
the results he so confidently anticipates. ■ 

The difficulties which occur in its execution are numerous ; ^ 
but in order to avoid prolixity, I eJiiill enumerate only a few of 
the priocipal objections. * 

The wise man said, " Train up a child m the way he shoulij 
go, and when he i.i old he will not depart from it," and this max- 
im has been found to be universally true, from the time 4faat if ■ 
was first penned by the inspired writer. The graud object of 
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Siindiiy School instruction is to imprint upon the infant mind 
lesson? and habits of virloe. uhich mny not ooly be serviceable 
in after life, but may have the effect to lead it in the road to 
eternal happiness. 

" Just as the twig is bent the tree's inclined.* 

Nqw, if children are taught to attend statt^dly at the public 
ordinances of God's house on the Sabbath, we have every rea- 
lon to believe that the habit will continue with them as long as 
they are in situations tn enjoy this privilege. But deprive them 
of this blessing, or even instruct them on the Sabbath in the way 
referred to, and we have no assurances that when advanced to 
mitturity in years, they will appreciate the blessings of|he gos- 
pel ministry, or even view themselves as entitled to attend with 
others at tHe public sanctuary. 

It has been wisely remarked, that '* man is a bundle of habits," 
and 1 conceive it to be peculiarly the case with that class of 
people from whom the most of our Sunday Sch4|L|N;fa|ilars are 
taken. Their minds are, in general, so little cultiVafed, that it 
Is in a great measure by external objects and means that we are 
to effect their reformation. If, then, such is the case, and I 
think th^t experience will show this remark to be true, i| it 
not all important that such lessons of external propriety be im- 
pressed upon them as may serve to produce the reformation for 
which we are labouring ? And what external means of grace will 
there be to operate upon them, when arrived to the age of man- 
hood, if they have not been taught in early life to attend regular- 
ly on the public service of God's house ? 

But there are other, and important reasons, why this measure 
should not be adopted. As one of the objections to which I ree- 
fer was noticed in your remarks on the communication signed 
T., I shall say but little respecting it, especially as its vast im- 
portance cannot but be apparent to every reflecting serious mind. 
The sacraments of baptism and the Lord's supper hold a high 
station in the means of grace which God, through his infinite 
kindness to the sons of men, has been pleased to employ for their 
recovery from the state of sin and misery into which they have 
fallen. And let me seriously ask those of my fellow labourers 
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in Sabbath Schools who approved and adopted this plan, wh^* 
tber they think it right to deprive their children of these ordi- 
nances, which we all know are so peculiarly adapted to solemnise 
the infant mind ? Again ; if, as it is acknowledged, attendance 
on a preached uospel, and the public ordinances of the sanctua- 
ry, are among the means of regeneration and 8ancti6cation, why 
should Sunday scholars be deprived of the use of these means ? 

But a few words more, in reply lo one or two observations ot 
T«, and I have done. 

He remarks, that in church *< the subjects of discourse are 
but seldom within the comprehension of children.'' To this I 
would answer, that one great object in taking them to church, is, 
that they may be taught to understand what is there delivered. 
This can only be effected by the assistance of teachers, and the 
more early in life that a child can be made to comprehend the 
truths of divine revelation, the sooner is the object of our la- 
bours attained^ That this cannot be accomplished by the ^e- 
th^ of instruction under consideration, 1 think is apparent from 
thJ^ fact, that it requires much more talent, and much greater 
nicety of discrimination in the mode of address to children, than 
is possessed in general by the great number of gentlemen that 
would be required to carry it into operation. And 1 will readily 
grant, that neither can it be effected by the sermons which are 
usually delivered in our churches, except with the explanation 
of jbachers. But, in the latter case, they will be taught to re- 
flect on the same means of instruction which they must enjoy 
when advanced in life; whereas, in the former, the subjects 
presented for their consideration are such only as are suited to 
their juvenile minds, and consequently will not serve to accus- 
tom them to the only means of public instruction enjoyed by 
adults. 

What, I ask, would be said of that parent who, blessed with 
afSuence, and with all the advantages which are enjoyed by those 
who are rich in this world's goods, should refuse to take his 
children with him to the sanctuary, because they could not un- 
derstand lyhat they might there hear ? And what christian pa- 
rent is there, who would make that an objection to taking his 
children with him to God^ houiCi ? 
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I ihoiild not, Mr. Editor, urge an insertion of these reiMikf 
in jour |taper, did I not conceive the objections to the plantftn 
wirmly recommended by T. too strong U> be passed onnoCiced« 
and did not a sense of duty compel me to point out some of them, 
that those who might be induced by his observations to onder- 
tike it, may be induced to pause and reflect seriously beforf 
ttey attempt. its eyecution. IOTA. 



OK BMULATIOK. 

[To the Editor of the S. S. T. Magasiae.] 

Sir — ^The question concerning emulation, proposed in the * 
hit number of your Magazine, has often been with me a sub* 
Ject of serious consideration. 

Ihadonc^ thought that a Sunday School could, not be con- 
ducted with success, unless emulation had been excited amon^ 
the scholars. In this communication I shall not attempt to 
prove, by any regular argument, the fallacy of such a principlOi 
bat merely relate the difficulties J encountered, and which I am 
grieved to, say 1 have not been able to overcome. 

A desire to excel can never be excited among Sunday Scho- 
lars without at the same time giving rise to a spirit of envy, that 
is easily acquired, and with too much difficulty eradicated. To 
the manners of the children, and not to the means employed ; 
to th^ir habits, and not to their natural disposition, must be attri- 
buted the failure of every method hitherto introduced into our 
schools. 

To those who will give the subject a moments consideration! 
it will appear sufficiently obvious that tbe children under the 
care of Sunday School Teachers have seldom had one princi- 
ple of honor instilled into their minds at home ; with such an 
assistant as Emulation, we must have different subjects ; such 
as will not hate the excellence they cannot reach. A number 
of plans for exciting emulation among the scholars had been re- 
commended to me, most of them I tried, and ^a my opinion, for the 
Vol. I. 14 f 
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temmuk abore stifed, t3iey&iled of success. I shall meDtioii ■ 
&w of them, and relate the manner in which I ap{^i^ ^em, 
and the result. they prodnced ; those who are abler and moci. 
experienced than myself can then draw their own conclusien. 

To gain the attendance of the scholars it was proposed >to 
excite emnlatipn by giving them tickets as a reward for their 
punctual attendance : as i) was necessary to attach some Fsloe 
to those tiekets, it was thought expedient to give a little book 
for every four tickets returned by them ; this was unavoidable, . 
as children have but little notion ofnrtminal honor,,if I may )ko 
express it ; and this was also the cause of all Xiie trouble* 
Children are thoughtless, and I even found it to be a fact, th«t 
although they did not seem to care for the tickets when thesf 
were given out, still when they were changed tor books, those 
'^., who did not receive one were sure to envy those who did, asd 
to be dissatisfied with the teapher ; neither did the dissatttfiM^ 
tion rest here : many parents were so inconsiderate as to be duh 
satisfied with the teachers and superintendents because jheir 
children were not rewarded. It seems to be a maxim among 
paMnts when they allow that their children are very bad, at the 
$anie time to think none others better. 

Another difficulty attended the introduction of this regulation ; 
as it was rather singular, I will relate the whole circumstance : 
A boy in the class who had not attended three times in as many 
jDonths handed me eight tickets ; I gave him the books with- 
out making any observation, wishing to discover by what meant 
he had obtained them. I called at the house of the boy ; he told 
me he had bought them. *' Bought them," said I, '* they were not 
intended to be bought or sold ; they were intended as rewards 
for those who would attend regularly and punctually." *" We 
buy them in the free school every day,'* said he, "from the other 
boys." «♦ Do you receive books for them ?'* said I, •* No, sir, 
we give them to the master to get clear of punishment." *• Will 
they clear you from punishment?" *' Yes, so many tickets fiir 
every offence, and if we have not a sufficient number of tickets 
then the master whips us.** What did you give for it?" "A 
peb of Indian rubber," said he. This I now found had pre- 
vailed to a great extent i-tedeemed them once a month, and 



i^^^^' 



r 



mt duilAqr Ae tickets were comideraUy Aero pnr, tjbt bey 
henag giren, ta he assured me* quite a large price because te 
eoaM get die books for them that same day. Some attended 
ponctiially for two or three Sundays, but they soon became tir* 
ed»ibe novelty of receiTing the reward, and not the merit of oh* 
f twiing it, haviDg been the cause of -their attendance. T hose only 
vbe have experienced it can conceive how difficult the task is, 
when instructing children, to keep the youthful mind fixed on 
Ay particular object ; the mind of man, studious of change and 
pleased with novelty^ here displays itself ; the same objects 
with which th^y were yesterday delighted cease to please them 
tohdfl^, and those which attract their attention to-day will be 
beheld with indifference to-morrow. 1 was next advised to 
give my boys their places in the class according to their good 
behaviour ; this, however, 1 soon discarded, it occasioned too 
much trouble and confusion. Every Sunday one or more for- 
got their places, and they were never contented with my deci- 
sion ; the worst boys in the class were together, and when a boy 
Cm with difficulty be kept quiet between two good boys, one 
may iniagme how he would behave placed between two bad 
ones. 

: It lad been supposed by many that to give rewards once a 
au>nth~t6 those who furnished proofs to the scripture proposi* 
tions, would excite emulation. I. do not by any means object 
to this ; on the contrary, of all the plans yet adopted 1 think 
none more likely to produce a good effect than the dissemina- 
tion of religious, of practical knowledge among parents. In my 
opinion, to give a religious tract quarterly or semi-aniuially to 
each parent whose child had attended our Sunday Schools, would 
ensure the co-operation of many a parent who at present is a 
mere idle spectator of the good his child is receiving. 

Jnterest the parents if you can ; they are the proper subjects of 
reward ; let them know how important it is that they should as- 
sist in instructing their children. Excite a true spirit of emula* 
tion among them, by causing them to imitate the good example 
you give them. When you reward aboy, never do it at the ex- 
pense of any other boy's feelings ; when you tell a boy I give 
jou this because ybu are better than another, you excite pride 
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in one aiid envy in (be other ; joo may elevate tiie fe^Un^ iC 
bim wbom you have rewarded, but you have in the tame lalip 
depressed the feeUngs of him yon have not rewarded. Mmiy e 
teacher will, when rewardiog one boy call np another, andTlbaa 
Address him : *^ When do yon eipect to behave well enooghte 
meet a reward ? Siee, this boy receives a reward for bia gMii 
behaviour every month, and yott never have had a refe nrt 
ainceyoQ belonged to the school ;'*^and might safely add, nor evif 
will have. Tou may rest assured, all that is gained by tveh a 
proceeding is the boy's hatred, not only towards you, bilt tc^; 
wards the boy yon have praised. 1 am, &c« T« ■ -^ 

(lo be continued,) -, 
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ON THE EffCOUBAOEMElVT Of SVNDAT SCHOOLS* 

» 

. ■ * 

[To tbe Editor of tbe 3. S. Teachers Magazioe.] 

• c 
*' /, JFiftlom, dwell with PrudenceJ'* 

New-York, Febroary 20, IBSA 

SilH-If parents could be fairly persuaded of the benefits that 
would result to their children from their regular attendaqce at 
our schools ; or if they were only actuated by this one principle^ 
to train up a child in the way he should go, then some regular 
plan might be adopted by which the children might be retained 
in the schools ; but as long as some send them hoping to re-» 
ceive pecuniary or worldly benefit, and others merely to get rid 
of them. Teachers should certainly be very cautious in pur- • 
fOing any plan previous to becoming acquainted with tbe mo^ 
tives that caused the parents to send their children, and with 
the dispositions of the children themselves. 

The child whose parents Benevolus was about to visit hud 

been allowed by them to attend a Sunday School ; 1 say allim* 

tdr as his parents were at first opposed to it. As to his im» 

. provement they were totally indrjOferent. JT^he mother thought 

that as he waft a tolerably smart boy he au^t (to use her own 



words) get sonething by it^fill'fezlimpB he would be less trou 
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He Id ti€r on Sandays ; but a wish that he should receive reli- 
giofi« iostnictioti, or that be should e?eiv continue in the tchool« 
had never entered the minds of either of his parents. 

Beoeyolus ne?er imagined that any would oppose a Sundi^ 
School, or be arerse to sending their children, but supposed that 
•very one had the same idea of the utility of Sunday Schools ai 
himself. With these impressions he entered the house ; the 
Voy had been at home but a few momen,ts ; he had not been a* 
shamed to Be turned out of school, but was too proud to confiSsa' 
it at hoo^, and had loitered round the door of the church until 
tiie school was dismissed* When Benevolus was seated the 
mother commenced the conversation, and very aptly too, by 
saying in n inquiring tone, '* my boy gives you much trouble 
I suppose :*' ** He does indeed,'' said BenevOlus, ,(glad of so fine 
an opportunity of saying what hc$ wished.,) he gave me a great 
deal of trouble this morning ; 1 had to turn him out of schooli^ 
and if he ever behaves so again, 1 shall be compelled to expel 
.bim from the school, and never allow him to return." ** I knew 
it would be so,'*' said the father, who had just got out of bed* 
After a moment's pause Benevolus continued : ^* 1 think I could 
make something of your boy ; he is a smart boy, and only re-^ 
quires strict and severe discipline. He should be made ta 
mind." 'the father (interrupting him) said, 1 can hardly make 
him mind myself; last night hestaid out in the stieets playing 
' antil ten o^clock, and 1 gave him a good flogging for it ; he re-^ 
menibers it 1 assure you." He said this as if it was a pleasure 
to him to correct his son ; the boy by his looks gave proof that he 
had not forgotten it. Benevolus here remarked, very justly, 
** You ought never to boa^t to strangers of having corrected 
your son, particularly in his pre^ience ; it hardens him and doe^ 
him more harm than the correction has done good." Our 
Mentor here forgot that he was correcting the father in the 
presence of his child, which was more objectionable than the 
action he had found fault with. *' I am sure he deserved it,'' 
muttered the father, as he left the room. The mother continu* 
ed the con versatioilA|j observing (as such mothers frequently do, 
when the mischief (heir children have done is the subject of 
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conyersatioD,) ** my boy is rather bad, I know, but he has t&m^ 
talttots, the master of the free school suys so/' *M am afraid ,** 
said Benevolus, '* ^oulet him have his owoivay at home ;^* She 
answered, '* hi:* father is never at home in the day, except on 
Sundays, and 1 cannot make him mind me/' Benevolns then 
called the boy to him, asked him if he knew what the Lord had 
said should happen to those who disobeyed their parents^ and 
if he knew the tifth commandment, and added some very good 
advice, which was however thrown away, as the boy had ob* 
served the looks of his father, and had read in them that he cared 
for neither teacher, school, nor church ; he remained insuliea 
silence while Benevolus addressed him, and when he finished 
speaking ran out into the street to play. Benevolus noi¥ re- 
presented to the mother the certain destruction that awaited 
her child : •' You ought," said he, '* by jour own example to- 
teach your son by attending church yourself/' " I would,"' 
said she '' if I had time, but it is so late on Sund tys before we 
can get breakfast and dress the children that I never have time 
to go.'* '' You will send your child, I presume," said Benevo- 
lus as he rose to go. '^ Yes," said the mother. ** I will call next 
Sunday and see you again," said he, '* and I hope I shall be able 
to give a better account of your son than 1 have this day." As 
he left the room the father entered ; " Well," said he, (as the 
teacher closed the door) " has he been preaching here ever 
since I have been gone ? I told you when Jem went to school 
that he would bring us more trouble, and I have enough with 
him now ; I wonder who learned that young man vfhat lo say 
about whipping children ; 1 did not brag about it ; there^s the 
boy he was fighting with in school, why did he not turn him out 
too?" '* I thought of that too," said the mother, "James is not 
half so bad a boy as the other, and if 1 had not promised to send 
hitn this afternoon, he should never go another day." A. 

[To be continued,] 



RULES FOR SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 

Mr. Editor — To form a set of rules that can be easily under- 
stood by children ; to have a small ^DaoBiber comprising every 
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rale necessary to be learned ; to make each of them so concise 

as to be easily understood, and so striking as to be retained for 

any length of time, has been considered a very difficult task. 

The principal objection to most of the rules now in use in our 
Sunday Schools is, that they seem to be written for enlightened 
men, not for ignorant children. 

When we read at the head of a set of rules a sentence like 
the following, " It is indispensably necessary that these be im- 
plicitly obeyed,'^ we would question whether it is not necessary 
to publish with them a few explanatory nf>te8. Did the fiamera 
of such rules imagine that Sunday School children would under- 
stand the words ? They never could have supposed that the 
greater part of Sunday School children cannot read a sentence 
correctly. Another objc ction is, that the rules have generally 
been too long ; they cannot be committed to memory with faci- 
lity, and do not make sufficient impression to be lasting. To 
obviate these difficulties, the following card of rules has been 
prepared, and found to be useful. 

Rules for Sunday Schools. 

1 • I must always mind the Superintendent and all the Teach^ 
ers of this School. 

S. I must come every Sunday, and be here when School goes 
in. 

3. I must go to my seat as soon as I come in. 

4. I MUST ALWAYS BE STILL. 

5. I must not leave my seat till School goes out. 

6. 1 must take good care of my book. 

7. 1 must not lean on the next boy. 

8. I must walk softly in the School. 

9. 1 must not make a noise by the Church door or School door« 

but must go in as soon as 1 come there. 
10. I must always go to Church. ^ 

I must behave well in the street when I am going te 

Church. 
I must walk softly into Church. 
I must sit still in my place till Church goes out 
I must go away from the Church as soon as I go out. 
Qij^ I, A. B., must always mind the Superintendents and all the 
Te$tchers of this School, 



t ' ■ 






112 KuU.^ for Sunday Schools, 

Objections may perhaps be made by some, that the lan^nag^ 
of these rules is too common ; in my opinion, that v^ry objec- 
tion is its strongest recommendation They were not intended 
to grace the poetical department of a ladies' miscellany ; they 
were not supposed to be a specimen of elegant composition or fine 
syntax. They were, if I may use the expression, worded in 
such a manner that they might be understood by the most igno- 
rant. To accomplish the end in view, it was necessary to make 
use of the most familiar language, such as the children hear from 
their parents in their daily conversation. ^ 

Incredible as it may seem to some, it is nevertheless a fact, 
that many a Sunday scholar could be found who would not com- 
prehend what is meant by the word obey : they do not acquire 
a knowledge of words by mstir.ct. and the only word made use of 
by the lower classes to convey the idea here intended, is the 
'*' word mind, " I cannot make my boy mind," is the mother^s 
complaint often. Other words, such .as respect ^ revere^ honour^ 
love, or obey^ may be considered more elegant, but surely no one 
will, for a moment, consider them more appropriate. That 
this should be the^r«( rule is evident, because obedience is the 
Jirst lesson children ought to learn, and if this be not taught them, 
there is little room to hope they will ever learn any other cor- 
rectly. Much care appears to have been t <ken to make each 
rule contain but one simple sentence, as it can be more easily 
comprehended than if it contained more. 

Finally, thc^se rules were not framed by an individual whose 
thjiories upon the subject might not be the test of pnictice. 
They were adopted at a meeting of a considerable number of 
teachers whose practical knowledge of the su!)ject, resulting 
from the experience of years, may be relied on. The import 
of every v/ord contained in the rules was carefully considered, 
and no one sentence ;ipj[»roved without mature consideration. 
With such a recommendation as this they are offered to the in- 
spection of klunday School Teachers ; and wherever they mri-* 
be adopted, I have no hesitation in saying that their pr- i--: it 
utility will prove their vaiue, and the benefit resuUing wi» -iw. 
ply compens^« the expense of printing them. 

I am, sir, vour', &c. R. 
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ifrOTES ON THE SCRIPTURES. 

John 3. 

• There was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus,* a 

Ruler of the Jews : — The same came to Jesus by night, and 

. said unto him, Rabbi,t we knowt that tbou art a teacher come 

,'t from God ; for no man can do these miracles that thou docst, 

: 'except God be with him. Jesus answered, and siiiil unto him, uSt 

'• Verily, verily§ 1 say unto thee, except a man be born againi 

he cannot see the kingdom of God. 

John 4. 

Then cometh he (that is Christ) to a city of Samaria,^ which 
is called Sychar,** near to the parcel of ground that Jacob gave to 



* See chap. 7. 50. and 19. 30. He was a member of the Grand San* 
hedrim. 

t Master or Teacher, atitle of respect given to the Jewish Docton. 

{ It is generally acknowledged, for thy miracles prove it. 

} The repetition of the word verily was considered of equal import 
with the most solemn oath. 

H Bom from above: man is composed of a ioul and a body ; he is 
destined to live in two worlds, and must therefore have two births, one 
il from earth, the other from heaven ; one of the body, the other of the 
BouL Without tlie first he cannot see nor enjoy thitf world ; without the 
last he cannot see nor enjoy the kingdom of God. Kea;Ier, have^ou 
been bom again ? Tf you have, you must know it ; if you have not, then 
do not rest until the spirit of God beardh witness with your spirit, tliat 
you are bom of God. Romans, 8. 16. ; then >our life and couversa- 
(ion will be holy, your dcatli happy, and your future existence perfect 
pleasure, for evermore. 

^ Our Lord was on his journey from Judea to Galilee. It was a 
ihree days journey, and Samaria la> between. 

** Sychar was anciently called Shechem, It seems to have been si- 
tuated at the foot of Mount Gerizim, in the prov iiice of Samaria, on 
fvhich ilio toniple of the Samaritans was built ; it was 40 miles from 
JiTUsalem ; and wa« j»robably railed Sychar, (which signifies drunken) 
fium the dnmkeniii^pK of its inhabitants. Its prusant oame is Ntap^Iis. 

. Nor. I ^^ 
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his SOD Joseph.* Now Jacob's well was there ;t Jesus, there-^ 
fore, being wearied with his journey, sat thus on the well, and it 
was about the sixth hour.| There cometh a wonoan of Sama- 
ria to draw water ; Jesus saith unto her, give me to drink. 

Luke 10. 

Jesus said, a certain man went down from Jerusalem to Je- 
richo, and fell among thieyes,§ which stripped him of his rai- 
ment, and wounded him and departed, leaving him half dead. 
And by chance,|| there came down a certain priest that way, and 
when he saw him he passed by on the other side. And likewise 
^Levite, when Le was at the place, came and looked on him. and 
ffassed by on the other side. But a certain Samaritan, IT as* he 
journeyed, came where he was, and when he saw him he had 
compassion on him, and went to him and bound up his wounds, 
pouring in oil and wine,** and set him on his own beast, and 
brought him to an inn, and took care of him. And on the mor- 
row when he departed, he took out two-pence,tt and gave them 
to the host, and said unto him, Take care of him, and whatso- 
eTer thou spendest more, when 1 come again I will repay thee. 



* See Gen. 33. 19.— Gen. 48. 21. 22. and Josh. 24. 32. 

f A late Traveller visited this well, and found women there drawing 
water, as they were accustomed to do 1800 years ago. 

I Twelve o^clock, the ordinary time of dinner among the Jews • 
the disciples were gone into the city to buy meat. 

} At this time the whole land of Judea was much infested with 
hordes of banditti ; and probably many robberies were committed on 
that road. 

H The original words mean a coincidence of time and circumstance 
—that is, the priest came while the man was in that state. Priests and 
Levites were frequent travellers on that road. It is said that 12,000 
priests resided at Jericho. 

% A Jew had no right to expect relief from a Samaritan, there beio^ 
great enmity between the two nations 

** These were beaten together, and used formerly as a common me- 
dicine for . .-:. ^' ' "nds. 

ft Abo .1 .:ents, which were probably of ten times more value at 
that timet 18 :• ?a present. 
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ON CATBCHCTICAL INSTRUCTIOH. 

[For the Amer S. S. Teacbert* Maguine.] 

Tbe following simple mode of catechetical iDstruction hae 
^eeD found beneficial with the younger children of a Sunday 
School, and it is offered to any who will make trial of it, simply 
With a desire of extending the benefit to others. Its entire 
plainness and simplicity will be no objection to those who are ex- 
perienced in teaching poor and ignorant children. It is designed 
for very young children who cannot read ; and has been prov- 
ed a good foundation for farther instruction. Should the first 
lesson be thought worthy of insertion, the following ones will 

be added. 

not. But suppose their mo- 
thers or teaciiors Ji I not see 
them, did nobody else ? 

Who can see all over the world, 
and is looking down at us now ? 

Well then, God sees bal children 
when they steal, if nobody in the 
world sees them ; and who hears 
them when they lie too ? 

And what do you think he will do 
to such children ? I can tell 
you— if they do not pray to him 
to make them good, he will send 
them to a place where they will 
be miserable for ever. But good 
children will go to a place where 
they will be happy forever. 

What are those places called ? 

There is another thing that bad 
children do : tliey swear, and 
then thej fight, and csdl bad 
names, and say dirty words, and 
make faces at each oth^r. 

Doeb Grod love children and people 
that swear and say bad words?- 

Will God ever doany thing to them 
for it ? 

What will he do? 

Don't you rCiSiember what I told 
you he would do to children who 
tell lies ? 

Children that fight and quarrel, 
what are tbey like ? 

Did you never see dogs and cats 
fight, and scratch, and bite ? 

Well, chiMren that fight look Irkt 



Who made you P 

Where is God ? 

Does God live higher than the 
sun? 

Who made the sun and the moon ? 

Who made the stars and every 
thing? 

Who takes care of them now they 
are made ? 

Who takes care of you ? 

Can your father and mother take 
care of you all the dark night 
when every body is asleep? 

Who is never tired, and never 
asleop, and always takes care of 
good children ? 

Does God love bad children ? 

Who are bad children, what do 
they do ? 

Do they pray ? 

Do they love God ? 

Do they mind their fathers and 
mothers ? 

Bad children tell lies : if they lose 
any thing, or if they break any 
thing, they tell a lie and say 
they did not: will God have 
such children to live with him 
up in heaven ? 

Oh, no ! Vm sure not — and I'll tell 
you what bad children do be- 
sides lying : they steal ; when 
they see any thing they want, 
they take it, when it does not 
belong to them, and then again 
they tell a lie and say they did 
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dogs and cats and wild beasts. 
Oh, how dreadful it is to see lit- 
tle children whom f.iod has made 
to be peaceful and mild and good 
witlj their faces ail red with pas- 
sion, tearing each other^s hair, 
and beating each other ! It is 
enough to make any 'ne cry, 
and think bow the blessed Lord 
Jesus who was so good and kind 
looks upon them ; and espe- 
cially, brothers and sisters. Did 
you ever hear about Cain and 
Abel ? 

They were brothers, and Cain gt)t 
angry at Abel, and at last killed 
him — killed his own brother. — 

. When you learn to read you can 
read about it in the Bible. 

Xf any body strikes you, may you 
strike them back again ? 

Can any of you say the little Hymn 
beginning " Let dogs delight .''" 

If you hear any body swearing, or 
see ihem drunk, do not stay with 
thein, but go away by yourself; 
for if yon stay with them, you 
will grow bad too, and then God 
will not love you. 

Do good people get drunk ? 

l¥ill people who get drunk go to 
heaven ? 

Will God love them ? 

DonH say bad words and call names 
and make fun of people. 

There wereonce a number of chil- 
dren playing together, and a 
good old man came along, a man 
that God loved, and these chil- 



dren called him Bald-head, and 
said '* Go up Bald-head, Go up 
Bald-head ;** and God sent two 
bears out of the woods, and they 
tore forty -two of the children to 
pieces, or killed them. 

Does God love children who call 
names ? 

What did he do to the wicked chil- 
dren who mocked the goodf old 
man? 

If any body is cold, and has no 
wood to make a fire, may he go 
and steal it from his neighbour^ 
yard or out of the woods f 

You had better ask people to give 
you work, and tlien when tbej 
pay you for doing the wor^ 
take the money and buy wood» 
and do not steal, for God says 
you must not. You must not 
think you are too little to work : 
there are many little things ycm 
can do, and vou should never be 
lazy : the little iiymn says *>*' Sa- 
tan finds some miscnief still 
for idle hands to do !" 

Do you know who Satan is ? 

Here repeat the Hymn, *''How 
doth the little busy bee.'^ 

Thelittl: bees are never idle, but 
fly about from flower to flower 
gathering honey, which they put 
up in a hive, and you must be 
like them, have something to 
d'.) all day ; and if you have no- 
thing to do for yourself, try to 
help somebody. 



These questions are not intended to supersede any catechism 
or lesson the children may be required to commit to memory, 
but as an exercise to keep up attention when the stated lessons 
are oyer. 



METHOD OF INSTRUCTING A CLASS. 

" 'Tis education forms the common mind, 
Just as the twig is bent the tree's inchned.^' 

This sentiment can never be more aptly quoted than when 
lieDded to apply to that instruction which, by the blessing of 
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K^ifine Providence, can now be obtained io onr nnmerons San- 
4«t]r Schools* To exercise the reasoDing facaltietf, and as they 
Ks*^o>liy opein, to inculcate the first principles of religion— -in 
tliis mannerto form their minds and carefully to bend them, that 
tliej may ever after incline to good-«-to improve the heart as well 
«s enlarge the understanding, is the truly laudaUe design of a 
Sabbath School education. That this design has been pervert- 
I ed I do not say ; for useful information of any kind is better than ^. .^ 
total ignorance, and attention to any intellectual faculty prefers* -' 

Ue'to its neglect But I do say, that an important part, that of ' 

t s y r o wftg the undentanding has been almost entirely overlook- ^ 

1^ ed. Among many Sunday School teachers there is but one cri« ,f ' 
\ terioiiby which they judge the talents and measure the improve* ^ 
Mnt^ef the scholars. Those who are able to recite the great- .jiv 
est number of verses, or answer the greatest number of M*Dow- > - 
d's questions, are considered the brightest ornaments of the 
•chool. This art of committing to memory two or three chap- 
tien of the Bible in the course of a week, is not surely the only 
means of improvement. Our success in teaching depends not 
npoQ the number of verses recited, but upon the number of 
ptMages understood. Teachers are expected to explain as well 
8t to kear. Any boy in the school who can read is as well qua* 
ii&d for i^ teacher as the most experienced man, should a mere • 

Uttening to a number of verses be the only duty. To hear a ^ 

IVMon and to teach one are very different, things* if it require I 

Ul^itDdy of a week to comprehend and explain one passage of 
?vJill^y "^'it by a man of experience and talents, we may form some 
Kfea of the religious ioformation gained by a child who has com- 
naitted to memory two or three chapters in the same time Th© 
Allowing extract from the preface to a work, written by a man 
vvho has evidently made juvenile improvement hU study, may 
give some useful information on this very interesting subject. — 
** it is to be regretted, that the practice of committing to memo- 
ry words alone has prevailed to so great an extent : it is injuri- 
^^ in the extreme. If children be accustomed to learn with- 
<>Qt understanding what they learn, there is no doubt but that 
>Qperficial views of things will satisfy them. Prone to indolence, 
^ intellectoal powers receive rather than inqi^ire or examine* 
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This propensity, iDherent in our nature, shoold be comitenel*' 
ed. Children may not be capable of carrying their reasoniBg 
powers to any great extent, yet the sooner they are tao^t to 
discriminate and jadge with accuracy, the more will the prinGi- 
pal object be accelerated, and the less liable will they be when 
they shall have arrived to years of maturity to form wrong no^ 
tions of men and things. To judge, they must think ; to thinks 
they must understand the things which words are used to re- 
present, for we think in words. Instead of teaching them to 
think, examine, or judge, we pursue an opposite course, and 
only teach them to treasure up a collection of difficult ¥nmd$^ 
to which they attach very indefinite ideas." This intelligent 
writer again observes, that *'*• to facilitate the advancemeDt of 
youth, no method is superior to the interrogative. All the fii* 
culties of the mind are called into exercise ; they are inrigo- 
rated and expanded to a greater degree of perfection. To be- 
come completely master of the human mind, it is right to anite 
precision of instruction with vivacity of impression ; for it ia 
not the depth of the science, but the obscurity of presenting it 
that obstructs its attainment." In many Sunday Schools, as 
soon as a child can read, he is told that for every thirty verses 
lie recites, one cent or the monthly ticket will be awarded.-^ 
This plan, it is said, wonderfully assists the memory. To cul- 
tivate the memory at the expense of the understanding, is taking 
from the foundation to erect the superstructure. When I en- 
gaged as a Sunday School teacher, I had barely time to bear the 
recitations ; those of the class who were too indolent to learn bj 
rote, of course remained without instruction. I restricted the 
number of verses recited to ten for each boy, and introduced 
the following method of instructing the class in reading : — I be- 
gan by reading the parables, take for instance that of the sower ; 
I read it over myself to the class slowly and carefully, and ex* 
plained the meaning of each word ; I then explained the man- 
ner in which it could be applied to them, by showing them that 
they were to be considered as the field, the good word we were 
teaching was the seed, the teachers who were employed were 
the husbandmen, and continued the application throughout the 
parable. I then caused each boy to read the whole parable, as 
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t htA rimrfilMeii opposed to the practice of allowing boys to 

fe^ttad MO Tene ib tarn, because few of them pay snflbsient ait* 

Witioiit and nsless they do attend to the other boys, they only 

v^ad the first, tenth, and twentieth rerse of the chapter, amf^ 

tan hare bat little idea of the connexion. After each boy had 

lead the parable, 1 called them np one at a time, and requested 

them to tell me what they had been reading. When each boy 

had related whathe eonkf recollect, I then interrogated the class, 

taking care not to omit asking a question upon eyery word 1 had 

*ei]daiiied. I gare the parage as a lesson to be committed to 

flMmofy. By this means the verses they committed to memory 

were explained previously, and were more easily acquired, and 

aaoch longer retained. 

I anhmit this, not as the only method of teaching reading in /' 
our schools, but as one that will, I think, be of much practical ^v. 
titili^* I, therefore, recommend it for trial, and the result wiO 
di6w whether it deserves to be introduced. H. 



SABBATH SCHOOL ANECDOTES, 

\ 

[For the Amer. S. 8. Teacben* Magasiae.] 
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There is perhaps no branch of Christian exertion, which JbM^"^ 
been more overlooked in its importance, or which has eiperi* 
enced more.difficulties in its progress from the lukewarmness of 
friends, and ^||iggestions of the skeptical, than Sabbath School in- 
.litFiiction. And yet no system was ever devised which required 
leaa pecuniary means, or which has been attended with moresuct 
cess. The annals of Sabbath Schools in this country would 
lumish many interesting examples of these remarks. Sabbath 
School Teachers have frequent occasion to witness the power 
of religious instruction upon the minds of their pupils ; and it is 
a matter of regret that so little pains have been taken to pre* 
aerve these interesting memoranda of juvenile experience, 
|(any remarkable circumstances in Gods dealing with childrei^ ■ 
are thus left, which, carefully collected, might have illustrated 
the riches of his grace ; and proved powerful incentives to the 
SQed and vigilance of aU who heve the care of Children* 
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. The writer has long been occupied in this JranUe iieU 
christian labour ; and has witnessed many cases which he tbiiilpi 
worth recording ; and nothing but the most nnremitting press of 
necessary avocation has prevented a careful detail of many oT 
them. The following, among others, he will now sketch by 
particular request. Soon after the first Sabbath School, which 
included religious instruction y was established in Philadelphia, 
a little girl who lived in the outskirts of the city, and attended 
this school, was awakened to a deep and serious concern of 
mind, and began to instruct, and exhort, and pray with the chil* 
dren of her acquaintance, near the place where she dwelt ; and 
to invite them to the Sabbath Schools. Some account of tbie 
interesting young female has been already published. Amoat 

I 

^e children whom she persuaded to go to the Sabbath School^ 
were two little girls, who were soon distinguished for their doci* 
.lity and attention. They were sisters, one about ten, and the 
~ other twelve years of age, da*ughters of a poor German widow 
woman, who supported herself and them by her own industrj. 
• When requested to send her children to the Sabbath School 
the seemed very averse to the proposal, saying, that she did 
not wish them to learn the English language. Upon some per* 
suasion, however, she finally consented. They made very rapid 
proficiency in the first rudiments, and soon discovered an unusual 
serfousness and attention of mind ; and their teachers had the 
satisfaction to see their labours richly compensated, and to find 
them making advances in the knowledge of gospel truth, and 
resting their hopes of salvation upon the rock of'^ages. Thej 
gave the most convincing evidence of a change of heart and 
decision of character. Their walk and conversation were con- 
sistent and exemplary ; and although their conduct did not par- 
take 80 much of the prominent ostentatious kind, it was not the 
less active and conclusive, because it was retired and humble. 

4 • 

As soon as they had been brought to taste the sweets of redeeni- 
ing love, their hearts were deeply affected with the spiritual 
. state of their mother^ She was growing old* and her mind w^- 
dark and ignorant, and averse to everything calculated to awakea 
her to a sepse of her sin and danger. The children were very 
anxious ou her accoiint ; and various expedients were resorted 
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t9» in order to bring her to a knowledge of the (ruth. Tracts 
were given to the children to read to her ; and certain passages 
of scripture carefully selected for them to recite in her hearing : 
all accompanied with the prayers and humble intreaties of these 
little apostles of truth. Some times she would listen to their 
Words, and sometimes she wouid get angry, and bid them desist : 
and long did they labour with her in these humble means. The 
Lord was pleased to hear their prayers, and blessed their exer- 
tions for the salvation of their mother. She became deeply 
anxious, and began to accompany them to the Sabbath School, 
and to their little places of social prayer, and became desirous of 
having a prayer meeting opened in her own house, which was 
done. The writer had frequent conversation with this woman 
at'the time, and witnessed many of the paroxysms and conflicts 
of her mind, until she was brought to sit at the feet of a crucified 
Saviour. She always attributed her conversion to the instrumenta- 
lity of her children ; and once, when conversing with her on the 
state of her mind, she exclaimed, in her German accent, ^^ who 

would have thought it, Mr. , that my dear children would 

have gone down to that little school, and brought these things 
hooie to their poor old wicked mother ?" These young females 
were early admitted as communicants in one of our churches, 
and in due season their mother also, and continued to grow in 
grace as they grew in years. 

After two or three years, circumstances made it expedient 
that they should remove into the country, about fifty miles from 
the city, where they had some relatives and friends. The chil- 
dren were at first very unwilling to go ; they could not abide the 
thought of giving up their school, social societies and meetings, 
and going among strangers, where they had neither Sabbath 
School nor any regular worship. Upon consult<ition with their 
friends, they were told that the providence of God seemed to 
point that way, and to have provided this place as an asylum for 
them, and that perhaps he had something for them to do there. 
That they must try to enlighten the poor ignorant children, and 
tell them what God had done for them. 

They soon after removed to this region, and began to look 
about to see what Ihey could do, bat found every thing to dis- 
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hearten and discourage them ; they could find no serions young 
^s^. persons of either sex who would engtige with them in establish- 
ing a Sahhath School, nor would any of the inhabitants support 
or patronize them. They determined, however, to undertake 
the work themselves, relying upon the blessing of God ; the 
writer supplied them with a few tickets, and primary books, and 
encouraged them to persevere. They procured a small school 
house, and collected thirty or forty children, organized them inlo 
a Sabbath school, and proceeded to instruct them in the same 
manner they had themselves been taught ; at first they met with 
many difficulties ; some of the spectators, even the adults, oflea 
disturbed them in their devotions.; and ridiculed their endeavoars 
to instruct those little wanderers. They were obliged to labour 
alone for some time, amidst many discouragements and difficul- 
ties. God was pleased, however, to turn the hearts of the op- 
posers, audi ncline several young females and young men ta 
join them, and by patient continuance in their efforts, theschobi 
began to flourish, and soon assumed an encouraging and decided 
appearance. As soon as the school was settled, they went into 
another neighborhood about four miles off, and undertook ano- 
ther ; attending to one in the morning and the other in the after- 
noon ; so that they soon had two flourishing schools, containing 
sixty or seventy scholars each. The inhabitants in other dis- 
tricts round, hearing and seeing the success and benefits of those 
schools, and moved by emulation, immediately set about estab- 
lishingSunday Schools in their respective places, upon the same 
plan ; so that there were eight more Sabbath Schools in this 
quarter of the country, growing out of the first two. How won- 
derful are the ways of divine grace ; these two children, who 
WM*e growing up in ignorance and corruption, and might have 
been abandoned in wickedness, and pests to society, were pluck- 
ed as little brands from the burning — were awakened and instruct- 
ed by means of Sabbath Schools — were instrumental in the con- 
version of their mother, and afterwards of raising ten large 
flourishing schools in a portion of the country where they had 
neyer before been known. And how many souls may hereafler 
people the kingdom of heaven, in consequence of these labours, 
will be knowtito usonly in that day whea God maketh up hit 
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jtweU. These young females are still living, and still as mach 
engaged in the cause of Christ as ever ; they still continue to 
adorn their profession, and to walk in all the ways of holy ohedi- 
ence, and the church to which they belong has never had any 
reason to regret their early admission ; nor that its members 
were among the earliest patrons of Sabbath Schools. 



SUNDAY SCnOOL AFFAIRS. 

[From the Religions Chronicle.] 

At a late meeting of the Association of Teachers in New* 
York, the following question was the subject of debate, viz. — 
What method would be most likely to retain the elder scholars 
within the influence of Sabbath School instruction ? This is a 
yery important subject, because at the time the scholars gene* 
rally leave the schools they have arrived at an age most expo- 
sed to the snares and temptations of the world, and most need the 
advice and watchful care of pious friends. All present seemed 
to agree that the best method to be pursued to gain that much 
desired end was to interest the scholars in the course of in- 
struction, and thereby attach them to the schools. Several 
different plans were mentioned. 

A teacher stated that, in his opinion, to succeed in creating 
an attachment to the schools, the feelings of the boys must be 
interested ; they must be made to act and think for themselves. 
From experience he could venture to say thut nothing would 
link Ifae boys to the school, to the teachers, and to each other, 
80 much as the formation of societies. In our colleges, and 
almost every literary institution, societies are formed of its mem- 
bers, and though they may gladly bid adieu to the institution or 
their instructors, they never leave the societies without regret. 

Convinced of the utility of this measure, he had formed a so- 
ciety of the boys in his class ; its object was religious instruction 
— ^the illustration an3 explanation of short histories from the 
Bible. Fearing this would not be sufficient to insure their at- 
tendance for any length of time, he had formed a library of small 
books and religious tracts, which he entrusted to the care af 



ttit Sunday School J^t 



airs^ 



'f 



one <»f the iociety. From this library the qficerg were entitled 
to take three books at a time, tbose who beba?ed well in oharch 
and school, and attended punctaally, to take two. The Boetety 
had the power of electing its own officers, making its own laws 
and regulations, he being only a spectator to see that proper or* 
derwas maintained in the commencement. He fett^ratitied in 
eaying, that the result exceeded his most sanguine expectations. 
The boys attended more regularly, had behaved with more 4e* 
C(>rum in school and church, and their rapid improvement in 
the manner of conducting the society was a sufficient proof of 
the interest it Jiad excited. . ,^ 

^ As an example of their jurisprudence, he related the follow- 
ing anecdote : — at the time the society was form^, the bojs 
were much addicted to playii^ at marbles ; at his instigation, it 
was unanimously resolved, that any member guilty of playing at 
marbles should not be entitled to hold any office in the society : 
at the next meeting, only two out .of twenty -one had transgrei^ 
ed. This, he added, might be called a trifle, but he conaidcired 
it laying the ax at the root of the tree, and it would not only re* 
tain the scholars at the Sunday Schools, but would likewise be a 
certain source of improvement. 

Another teacher, belonging to the same school, mentioned that 
the ofber teachers having charge of the clashes of ohier boys, 
were in the practice of holdmg meetings for instruction at the 
houses of the scholars, in rotation. The plan of conducting 
them is as follows : — The meeting is opened with prayer, after 
which a portion of Scripture (a parable or short narrative,) is 
read and explained, in a manner suited to the compreheofioos 
of the scholars ; and plates, illustrating the subject, are exhibit- 
ed to them, which never fail to interest them, and to convey in- 
struction as well as amusement. The exercises are occasionally 
varied, by readmg tracts, or short histories o^ exemplary chil- 
dren ; sometimes a short Scripture history is selected, read by 
each scholar, and explained by the teacher,, after which they 
are required to give some account of it. The utility of the lat- 
ter plan cannot fail to strike every one, as it must be obvioipi 
that great attention m ust be paid to what is read, and some thougldt 
kastewed upon the subject, or no account could be given of it« 
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A teacher mentioned, that in the school to which he is now at- 
tached, there was a class of elder boys, entitled the class of 
Merit, (in a school to which he had formerly belonged, a class 
of the same description was culled the Teachers' Assistants,) 
towards whom the course of instruction was of a higher order 
than that of any othor class ; and that, in the absence of any of 
the teachers, boys were selecttd from this class to supply those 
Tacancies, always, however, under the superintendence of the 
regular teachers. 

A teacher stated that in one of our western towns, the elder 
boys of a school had withdrawn them&elves entirely ; their si- 
tuation became the subject of anxious solicitude with the super- 
intendent, «nd he resigned his office to a fellow-labourer, and 
culled on all the boys who had left the school, and told them that 
he would become their teacher if they would return to the 
school and form a class. To return, under such circumstances, 
they considered would be an honour ; for it implied a condes- 
cension on the part of the supermtcndent, and no sooner did 
he take the station of a teacher, than they resumed their places 
at school, and became attentive to their studies. 

[7b be conttnucd,] 
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Extract from the Se^ and Report of the Befcmt Swidny School Union^ 
Ireland, Sept. 1823. The Marquis of Dov:nshire in tlie Chair, 

The Rev. John Stewart rose to move the following' resolution : 
*.* That this meeting do earnestly recommendfthe formation of Sunday 
School Unions where tliey do not at present exist, as the most eifectual 
means of promoting the improvement, extension, and permanence of 
Sunday Schools." 

My Lord, said Mr. S. the day has been when the utility of Sunday 
Schools might be questioned ; but that day, like otlier gloomy days, is 
gone never to return. One of the advantages of this institution is, that 
it keeps active children employed on the Lord's day, and prevents them 
from running into mischief. In a late conversation, it was remarked 
that cherries were likely to be scarce ; a lady, who disliked Sunday 
Schools, exclaimed, " yes, we may thank Sunday Schools for that." 
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" Why ? what conucxion,'* said one present, " can exist betwixt Sunday 
Schools and tlie g^rowth of cherries ?" — The lady replied, " Before such 
schools were established, the boys went on Sundays and robbed bird^ 
nests ; so their numbers were thinned, and our cherries allowed to 
grow ; but there will soon not he a boy left to look for a bird^ nestf 
and we shall not g-ct a chcrr}' to eat !" — I am confident there are but 
few in this respectable assembly who sympathize with this cherry^ 
loving lady. Now, I look on this lady's censure as a perfect ealogiani 
on the institution. We sometimes justly deduct from the praise of 
friendship ; hut when the same sentiment flows from the lips of prejudice, 
in the lano-uage of blame, we may give ample credit to its truth, with- 
out involving a tax on our gratitude. These schools do more than 
prevent from mischief; they enhghten the young mind ; and it is re- 
markable what degree of Scripture knowledge some acquire. In a late 
Sunday School examination, the teacher mentioned that direction of 
the wise man, " buy the truth and sell it not." He remarked, that he 
that buys the truth makes a good bargain ; and inquired, if any of them 
recollected any instance in Scripture of a bad bargain ? I do, replied 
a boy, Esau made a had bargain, when he sold his birthright for a mess 
of pottage. A second said, '^ Judas made a bad bargain, when he sold 
his Lord for thirty pieces of silver." A third said, " our Lord tells as 
that he makes a bad bargain, who, to gain the whole world, loses bis 
own soul." Sunday School instruction goes farther still ; in many 
cases it renews the heart and life. Some time since, two little boys 
decently dressed, the elder about thirteen, the younger about eleven 
years old, cainc to WaiTingtou, called at a house appointed for strangers 
to lodge in, and rcquestcl to obtain a niglit's lodging. The account 
they gave to the keeper of the house was at once interesting, affecting 
and true. A few months before, they had resided with their parents in 
London. The typhus fever, however, deprived them of bpth in one 
day ; and left th^m orphans in a wide world, without money, and with- 
out a home ! * After tiie last sad tribute was paid to their parents, having 
an uncle in Liverpool, they determined to throw themselves on his pro- 
tection. Faint and weary they arrived in Warrington, having walked 
all the way from London. Two small parcels contained their little alL 
In the bundle of tlie srnalior hoy, neatly covered, and carefully pre- 
served, was a Bible. Tiie man addressing the boy, said, as you have 
neither money nor meat, will you sell me tliis liible ? I will give you 
five shillings for it. " No," answered he, the tears starting from his 
• eyes and running down his cheeks, " I'll starve first." O, there are 
plonty of books to be bought besides this, why are you so fond of yoUr 
Bible? — ''No book has stood my friend like my Bible." Why what 
lias your Uible done for you } ^* Ah ! when I was a little boy ^^Ml^ 
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seven years of age, I became a Sunday Scholar in London. In my 
Bible I learned, that young as I was I was a sinner ; it also pointed me 
to a Savionr, and I thank God I have found mercy at the hand of 
Christ, and I am not ashamed to confess him before the world." Six 
shilling^ were then offered him for the Bible. " No, said he, for it has 
been my support all the way from London — often hungry and tired, 1 
tat down on the way side to read my Bible, and I have felt what the 
sweet Psalmist did when he said, ' In the multitude of my thoughts 
within me, thy comforts delight my soul.'" But what will you do when 
you go to Liverpool, if your uncle will not take you in ? " IM} Bible 
tells me that when my father and my mother forsake me, the Lobd will 
take me up." The man could go no farther, tears stopt his utterance, 
and they both wept together. The little boys had tickets in their pock- 
ets, as rewards for their erood rondnct, from the Sunday School to which 
thcv belonpred. And fi»rther still, mv Lord — Sunday Scliool instruction 
has taught the young how to die. In Roscrca, in the South of Ireland, 
walking in the fields one evening, I observed a little girl watching 
clothes which were dnins^, while she read in a book. I asliod wliat 
book do you read ? " The Bihle, Sir," So you are fond of reading the 
Bible. "lam, Sir." "Where did you learn to read the Bible.'* "In 
the Sunday School." In what boook are you reading now ? " The 
book of Job." To other questions satisfactory answers were returned. 
Some time after I was called on to visit a sick person, and I was greatly 
struck at finding my little Sunday School friend sinking under a rapiit 
decline. She had learned the grand outlines of gospel doctrine, what 
we call the plan of salvation, but she had not obtained the consolations 
of religion. She was encouraged to look for these, and she soon obtain- 
ed them, and continued in possession of them till her last hour. Ob- 
serve the process, my Lord : — the Sunday Scoonl led her to the Bible— % 
the Bible led her to Jescs Christ, and Jesus Cbbist led her ta 
ITcaven. 



At a meeeting of the Board of Directors of the Albany Sunday Srhoot 
Union Society, held on the 12th day of December, 1C23, tiju fol- 
lowing resolution was unanimously passed : 
JResohed, That we highly approve of the publication called by th© 
aame of The American Sunday School Teachers' Magazine, and Jour- 
nal of Education, now publishing in New-York ; therflbre we recom- 
mend it for support to the attention of the Members of this Society, 
the Teachers of the Sabbath^hools. and all who uro interrbted ii^ 
this institvition. 
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At a stMcd mcetinjy of iho Gcncnil rommiftoe of the New- York 
Punda} SrluH/l Union ^^ocu'tv, on Mond.iv tlio Uitli of Feb. 1824, 
the lioard Imv nj^ boon rcqutsti ' t'> express their opirdon of the 
character and nsf^fiilnr-ss of T .e Ainerican Sunday School 
Teachers' Ma^a/.ine. • uJdislied in trdsrity. 
On n^olion, Hcno'vfil ri.;jnirju)iisl\ . t' uf this hoard have witnessed 
■with great satisfaction tiic <oninKnrcni(. nt of t*'«' work ahovo mentioned; 
that its dcsiern lias nn intim:ite- connect i »n with the jirospcrity of Sunday 
Schools ; that its post conduct hu^^ »rj(t their entire appn)bation ; that 
IIjcv have reason to believe it wi'.l ci»ntinnc to be a very beneficial 
auxiliary to the causc in which they are en«r;ined, and that they there- 
fore cordially rtJco!nini?nJ it to the p.itronujix; ot' the public. 

JA^.]:S MIT.NOR, Presidtnt 
II. AVEIULL, Secretary. 



t.ENKRAL ASSOCIATION OF TF.ACHKRS. 

The committee appointed to examine The American Sunday Sphool 
Teachers' Maffaziiie, now onblisliino^ in tliis city, report, tbaf they 
have done so v/ith r.mch jlo;i>urc and gratification, and do unanifiously 
approve of it, not only oii r.ccount of the maiier it contains, but also 
of the manner in whicii it i^> con<!uctod. As a journal of education, they 
think it would be a useful hook in the family of even person who de- 
sires the reli<;:iouR improveruent of Ids elnl.jren. TJiey also consider 
it an excellent modiam for circulating Sunday School intelliflrencc, and 
therefore stronirly recoirimc.id it to the patrona/re not only of every 
Sunday School Teacher, but of ever}' one interested in relijarious in- 
struction. The* tonus are very reasonable, being but gl 60, per 
annum. 

ii[:nry itaft. 

JOHN p. TTAVRX. 
STEPMKN KKf:LER. 
JOHN IT. HILL. 
ANTHONY P. 1TALF,EY. 
SAMCKTi W. SETON. 
THOMAS PRINGLE. 
The above report was un^inimously adoj)ted by the Association, 
WeduesdtvV evening, Feb. UMi, U;21. 

J. B. RRINSMADE, Chanson, p. t. 
GI>'). A. DWIGHT, Secretary, p. t. 



fj?}ffi writUti by the /ate Princess Amelia of England 

T'nthinl-.ing. idle, wild, and }oung, 

I l-.ini;'ii\l. and talkM, and danc'il and sung — 

Troud of my Jicult!- ; of beauty vain; 

ThfM'o^'itl.'^s of sorrow, career pain : 

lielii'viio- 111 those hours of glee, 

'Ihut ait ihc icorUt was made lor me. 

R'lt wlien the dav of trial came ; 

VVJH^n sickru ss> sliook my trembling frame; 

\\ hen fo]i\'s gay pui-suil was o'er, 

\n'\ I could laugh and sing no more — 

It then occurr'd how sad Hwouid be 

Were this worid only made lor me. 
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AOTES ON THE SCRIPTURES. 

On EcclesiasteSj ch, 12. 

Ferse 1. — ** Remember now thy Creator, in the days of thy 
youth : while the evil days come not ; nor the years draw ni^^h 
when thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in tlieni." — Those who 
do not remember their Creator are Atheists, and will receive the 
same retribution as other intidcls. '* 'J'hc v.icked shall be turn- 
ed into Hell, and all the nations that /orgc^ God." Ps. ix. 17. 
Yet, how few there are who have God in all their thoughts! 
Hence the complaint of the Creator so often reiterated. ♦* The 
ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his masters's crib ; but Is- 
rael doth not know ; my people doth not consider,^^ Isaiah, i. 
3. *' Wo uitto*them who rise early in the morning to follow 
strong drink, who sit late in the evening that wyie ni:iy inOame 
them ; and the lyre and the harp, the tabor and the pipe, and 
wine are their entertainments ; but the work of Jeicovau they 
regard not, and the operation of kis handi they do not perceive, ^^ 
[Isaiah 6th, translated by Lowth.] 

Verse 2. — " While the sun, or the light, or the moon, or the 
stars be not darkened." — This expression re[)rcsents tlie dim- 
ness of vision in 'old age. — '* Nor the clouds return after tlie 
rain.'" — This is a beautiful figure for a succession of troubles. 

Verse 3. — *' In the day when the keepers of the house shall 
tremble." — In old age the hands and arms, (which are the 
guards and defenders of this *' earthly house") ^become feeble, 
. Vol. I. 17 
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palsied, and tremaloiu : *^ And the strong men shall bow tlieiA- 
selves." This expression represents the limbs, bending ander 
the weight of the body. *^ And the grinders cease because they 
are few/* The ieeth^ which perform the same oflice to the food 
as the millstone to the corn, shall be /exv, and incompetent to 
perform it. '' And those that look out of Hie windows be dttrk;- 
ened.'' This represents the decay (and sometimes totallou^^ 
sight. 

Verse 4. — *^ And the doors shall be shut in the streets when 
the sound of the grinding is low." This is an allusion to the 
noise of the hand-mill in grinding the corn for the day : The 
lips are callecl ike doors of the mouth ; and when in old age the 
teeth fail, the lips are compressed with a singular firmness— 41 
marked peculiarity of age. '^ And he shall rise up at the votes 
of theBirdy This probably is meant to express the wdkefuU 
ness of age : — '' and all the daughters of music shall be brought 
low." The /ting's, the voice, the ears, may be called the 
^' daughters of music ;" for they are the organs employed in the 
production or enjoyment of it ; and are ^' brought low" in old 
age. See 2 Sam. xix. 35. 

Verse 6. — ^'* Also when they shall be afraid of that which is 
high.*^ Every ascent is difficult in old age. '* And/ears shall be 
in the way." They are full of apprehension of real or imagi- 
nary danger ; of stumbling, being jostled, or thrown down, 
*' And the almond-tree shall flourish." The almond-tree, co- 
vered with its snow-white blossoms, is a beautiful poetic emblem 
of the hoary head. ' ** And the grasshopper shall be a burden." 
The lightest thing is a load ; he cannot bear a fly to light on him : 
** and desire shall fail." The desire of sensual pleasures shall 
fail : " because man goeth to his long home ;" to the grave, or 
to his future and eternal state of existence : ^* and the mournen 
go about the streets." ThisTefers to the eastern custom of em- 
ploying official mourners to wail for the dead, and make lamen- 
tations by dress, voice, and gesture, plaintive music, sacred me* 
Indies, &c. See 2 Chron. xxxv. 25. and Jer. ix. 17, 18. 

Verse 6. — *• Or ever the silver cord be loosed." The silver 
cord represents the spinal marrow : the loosing it is the final 
cessation of its nervous influence, and of all sensibility. ^* Of 
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^ 4Kt goUm haml be broken.'' There are tfvo menibnnet that 
eiiTelop the brain ; the one .firm and opeqoei aurroundiog the 
whole mass ; yet» though in contact, not properly coonected with 
it» but rather linttg the skoll ; the other soft, delicate, and trane- 
^ pnratft, dotelj attached to the brain ; iosinnating itaelf between 
n|| Ha ooBTolotionB, compacting and Inbricating the whole. The 
gefibn heml might be the common anatomical name for this bean* 
tifnl integoment, both on account of its ^obolar shape, and 
from its yellowish colour, bearing a nearer resemblance to that 
of goU than any other part of the body. It is a better name 
thft»iiie teiflM dura mater and fia nuaer^ (the severe and the 
aflKctieriate mother) given in modem anatomy to the two mem* 
brane^ I have mentioned. It is said that this membrane (the 
golden howl) is frequently shrivelled and ruptured at death. 
Its breaking may signify the termination of the functions of the 
brain : *^ In that very day his Aoughtt perish." — «^ Or ihepitdUr 
be broken at the fountain, or the whetl broken at the cistern." 
This expression refers to the ctmc/ofitn of the bhod ; which 
fnln not unknown to the ancients, though the knowledge was 
•iibsequently lost until discovered by Harvey. Solomon was 
Vfell acquainted with natural philosophy, (as his history declares 
^md his observations prove.) The heart is the f t n im i a i n from 
^hich the streams of vital nourishment pervade the whole au* 
inal frame. The human heart is divided into four distinct cavi- 
ties or chambers : from one of these, on the left side of the 
iMart, the Mood, in its pu^ state, is forced by the peweriU 
contraction of this wonteffil organ, (a contraction produced 
\j the quantity and stimulating virtue of the blood itself,) into 
the open mouth of one large artery, which immediately branch* 
' esoffin smaller divisions, and these again into smaller, until 
their numberless and minute ramifications have diffused the 
streams of life, warmth, and nourishment to the remotest extre* 
raities of the body : From the arteries, the blood is taken up by 
the mouths of innumerable smaller veins, which, reversing what 
took place with the arterief^ unite into larger and larger branch- 
es, until by two large veins, (one bringing it from the superior^ 
and the other from the lower parts of the body,) it is poured 
into the tipper cavity, (where these two veins unite) on the right 
Hide of the heart. But observe, the blood is not now in the wtnt 
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state : it ionied out of a bright red coionr, and fit for the purpo- 
ses of life ; it is now of a dark purple hue, and no longer capa- 
ble of supporting life, or giving warmth or nourishment It 
must be again purified ; and wonderful is the provision for it. 
From the upper cavity on the side of the heart, to which the 
blood was restored by the veins, it passes into the inferior Cham- 
her on the same side, and thence it is propelled through a lai^ 
artery to the lungs. Into the lungs we are continually drawing 
the air of the atmosphere. The vessels into which the air it 
drawn lie close alongside the blood vessels, throughout the en* 
tire substance of the lungs. The air which we inhale is found, 
when we breathe it out again, to have lost its purity, and to have 
become unfit for the support of animal life. That which it \^ 
lost h^s been imparted, by a mysterious chemical proceaa, to 
the blood ; which is sent back from the lungs in its original pm^ 
rity^ by several large veins, which unite at the upper cavity or 
reservoir on the left side of the heart. From this it passes into 
the inferior cavity, from which it had first issued, and commen* 
ces anew its nutricious course through the system. Thus there 
are properly two circulations, a greater and a less ; one through 
the body, the other through the lungs, both equally essential, 
and both incessantly going on together : two hearts, in «trutb, 
simultaneously receiving the blood at the same instant, the one 
from the body^ the other from the lungs, and then at the same in- 
stant driving it through the body and through the lungs again ; 
and that at the rate of 70 strokes every minute, during the whole 
course of a man's life ! " O Lord, how manifold are thy works I 
in wisdom hast thou made them all." — The pitcher broken at the 
fountain, represents the great artery proceeding immediatelj: 
from the fountain — the heart. Tiiis vessel loses its elastic pra-^ • 
pelling power at death. The wheel broken at the cistern, re^ 
presents the lungs; for us a wheel is employed to draw water 
from a cistern, so the lungs are employed as the organ of re- 
spiration, bringing the fluid contents from the heart, as the 
wheel draws the water from the well. When death approach- 
es, the lungs cease to act, like a broken wheel, and the stillnest 
of the last hour arrives. — [IVardlaw.] 

Verse 7. — ** Tlien shall the dust return to the earth, as it 
was ; and the Spirit shall return unto God, who gave it*' 
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StJIIDAT SCHOOL AFFAIIUI— CODtioued. 
[From the Religioai Chronicle.] 

A snperiDtendent remarked, that the subject of inquiry is 
hishlj important to the interest of the schools, as the influence- 
of the elder boys pervade all the other classes ; ^he effect of 
tlieir declining from the schools is to disaffect the minds of the 
classes next in order to them, and to render the younger classes 
careless and indifferent. How desirable then to prevent such in- 
jurioivi example, and to retain such lads under our instruction, 
for their &rther advancement. I^ is also deeply interesting to 
the teacher, whose exertions have all been pointed to this event^e 
fnl crisis ^ to the period when the youth, about to begin his ca« 
reer of life, is beset by the snares of a vicious world. It it 
for this he has sought to direct the mind of his pupil in the paths 
of wisdom and virtue, and early to implant the seeds of divine 
truth. And now^ when the object of pious affection needs 
mQve than ever a counsellor and a friend, he ijs separated from hii 
care, his hope disappointed, and the lad hurried on in the path 
of vice, regardless of iostroctioD. Teachers would do well ta 
make it a matter of close study and inquiry. The foundation, for 
these important purposes should be earlyglaid, for surely the best 
hope that offers of retaining the elder boys in the school, is that 
which we may justly anticipate from so conducting the classes^ 
progressively, that the scholar may become more and OKure inte- 
rested, aod at last attached to the school. Let us then inquire 
afiter, and adopt the best means of instructing the younger classes^ 
J|l3ihe abiding effect as they progress to thi^penod will leave 
^jp^iie^ssity to make the inquiry at present under discussion. 
Bqt when such measures have not been taken, or if so, have 
not had the desired effect, some plan must be devised to entice 
them yet to attend instruction ; and even should they not attend 
for this purpose, an important object may be obtained — that of 
their attendance at the sanctuary to receive the teachings of the 
Gospel. 

I entirely concur in opinion with those who have preceded me 
in t)ie discussion, and canaot but feel gratified at the similarity 
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arBeDtlment ; it i* b proof of th^ correctneuB of the ( 

advanced. The subject maj be viewed in the following lights; 
thecauscoriheirdecliningis pride — the npplicalion to counteract 

'' its iDflueDCG must be thai which will satisfy, not oppose it. Let 

this principle, otherwise injurious to their best interests, receive 
a proper direction, and the desirable object is oblained. For 
this purpose no better plan can be adopted ; and. indeed, the only 

^ one of general application is the reserving for this period a dif- 
ferent course of instruction— establishing a class of merit, con- 
ferring diplomas, and of all the other plans, that from ivhicfa 
, the most may be hoped, is the formation of Societies among the 
elder boys ; these may be vaiied as their interest declines ; 

.' „ create as many officers as possible, let them be managed en- 
tirely by themselves, the teacher allending to preserve order ; 
attach to them small libraries, and when these fail in interest, 
benevolent objects may be embraced ; tract and missionary 
associations may he formed, or societies for reading, reciting, 
and debating, as they advance, conducted by the lads them- 
felvea, under the patronage of their teacher. I am confident, 
ftomthe experience 1 hnvcbadwith youth, that these excellent 
plans m!:y be adopted among the most depraved class of boys, 
with the same, and perhapi happier efr:ct. We shpnid en- 
deavour to think and feel as children, and we shall be led to 
adopt atich plana as will attnin the object we have in view. 
This class of boys might be farther influenced by having a parti- 
cnlar station in the school-room, differing from the usual forms 
allotted to the cbsses ; a covered table, with separate seals fbr 
eachlad, with Bibles and tract?, where they might be engaged 
port of the time in reading, and part of the time receiving io- 
sitroctlon from the Superintendent or a parlicular Teache.f. 
These moans may not be tliouiht consistent with the pure in- 
tegrity of a Sunijay School Teacher, but let us bear in mind thA 
evil they nri^aved from, and tbc good (though partial) snbsti- 
liiled ; fijr surely it is well la ealice lo a good and virtuous ob- 
ject, although it may be belter to persuade and influence By 
^ rMSoning. , 

^^ As every^flii, ItoWevertrilling, of which (v« have had expeif- 
CBCe, vtibnM ba tniidc known, I will sUte the following fact i. A 
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&«j*oM^yeanoft^, bad been absent for Birmoatln ;hiaiiio- 
Cber, t widsvT, by the advice of his Tencher, withheld from 
X^itB^iislieatclotbes until biiconseat was gained to return, njiicli 
ft»e did, and attended for more than a year. 

In conclusion : A Teocber proposed to state a fnct, whicli, 
-^»«Ule"it would be gratifying^ to tbose nho felt an interest in 
.j^iuurican aiissiont amoog^ theheattten, would strikingljr illus- '" 
-ftrate tlie adrantagee of furnishing siiitaljic objects to occti|>|li 
n^lie attention of the elder sctMlars. He alluded to the Ceylon 
"^^Hioo ;-^he American missionaries there had not been hibonr- 
with a competent knowledge of the language, more than Kvo 
"tare, and most of them not morD thah three years, and yet they 
bad procured 118 jouths, who reside in their families, and live, i^ 
*uul arc educated under their entire conlt-oul. They have 3t. 
free schools, coDtainiug about 1,500 cKildren. One of the 
miastonaries has adopted a plan of rei^dering the elder children 
mefnl, which is worthy to be imitated. Headdresses letters in the 
'Tamul languaxe to the inhnbitanti of the villt^e near him, ax- 
phioing the objects of the mission, the motives which actuate » 
tb« society aud'the missionaries, the manner in which the' fundi 
U% raised, the kind wishesaM earnest prayers of ChHitianslbr 
Ihe salviition of the people, the nature of tliiil anlvalion, and the 
oeed in which they stand of it, and oilier topics, cali^ulnteillo 
afreet and enlitrgelheirmind ; these letters irre copied by the bajs 
'n the different schools who ciin write, and Ihe copies are es- 
'Qiiaed and read io the course of the week, when the schools iiro 
"isiled. The hoys are then directed to reiidllie letter* lo their 
Pa rents and friends. As an encourtsgcnieut, the best writers ;ire 
^Ittployed to make a few fair copies each, for which they receive 
* t rising compensation. These copies are also circulated, and 
•"^ad among the people, liy the boys in iho boarding schools, and 
'^^a native teacher and the missionary. Many of the coptea 
^K'e preserved, and used in the schools as reading books. They 
^ I'e wi'itteo on the ola leaf. Thus may the boys be said to have 
"econie effective missionaries. 

These facts are stated to show the necessity and advantages of 
^v^apting Ihe employntents assigned to the elder beys in school, 
^Oas to give their natuitf^ disposition for occupation a right 
direction. 
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%VESTIOHI FOJl SUKPAX ICHOOL. CHIL»|[El>>r«OBtWUtd. . 

■ ■* [For rtie AmericBn Sundaj School TeBchcrt Maguine.] 



Do bad cliildrcD go to church aad 
to scbool ! 

Do they keep the Sabbath daj f 

What day is the Sabbath .' 

May any body work on that day 

May jou play ? 

Whose day is it ? 

May you take GoS's day to do your 
own work, or to play od ? 

How many days has God given us 
to do our work ? 

And can't you give him one day ? 

What must you do oo the Sabbadi ! 
rU tell you; ivhon you are not 
St school or at churvh, sit still 
at home, and say over your litttc 
bymoa, and Ihiuk about all 1 
tra,Te been telling you, sad tell 
your mothers and brothers and 
■islers about it, and ask them to 
come to church too, and to read 
for you, and hear you say your 
hymns and your prayers. 

Now tell mc what you uinst do on 
Sundays when scliool is out and 
you go home. 

When do good children say their 

Who takes care ot us all day and 
all night ? 

Must nut we ask him to take care 
of aa? 

When you fo to bed, say, " I prar 
God to take care of me all 
through the dark night, and make 
me a good child for Jesus Christ's 
sake." And when you get up, 
say, " I thank Goil for takiog- 
care of me all night, and I pray 
bim to keep me from being a bad 
child all day, fur Jesus ('brLSI>s 
sake." For you are a poor sin- 
ful little child, and cannot do 
any thing ivithout God's beJp. 

Maj-jou think about your play all 
the time you are saying your 
prayers ' 

Remember, God is looking at you, 
&nd IcDDiFs whether you are 
tiiinkiog of hijR. 



Who gives you your clothes aad 
victuals, and every thing? 

Can you tell me how God g^vM 
you the clothes ? 

Your clothes are made cmt of flax, 
or cotton, or wool. 

Where does the flax come from ? M 

Who makea it grow ? ~ 

Would it grow if God did Dotsend ' 
rain upon it, and make the snv • 
shine upon it ? 4 

Would the cotton grow if GoddM..: 

Where doca wool come from to 
make us warm clothes in win- 

Who makea it grow on the sheep's 

If God did not make the cotton 
and flas and wool grow, wheie 
should we get clothes ? 

Who gives us our victuals f 

How doea Cod give us victuals ? 

Whatia bread made out of? 

What is meal made of? 

Corn and wheat aod rye are sent 
to a mill end ground into meaL 

And what do people make of the 

Tlien who makes the com and 
wheal and rye grow in the fields? 

How does God make it grow ? 

Should little children be sorry when 
it rains, andthey can't go outto 
play ! 

No; they should think, now did 
is so good, he is sendir^ rain 
down upon the corn, and the po- 
tatoes, and all the llnngs, that we 
may bavc enough to eat to keep 

But people eat fish and oysters. 

Where do they come from? 

Did God make them ? 

Where does meat cotne from? 

You kuow who made the ircwUi 
and thccrcatures, and tbe&wlS) -'C 
and birds, and fishes ? J 

Well then God gives us all these ^ 
things, does not lie ? ^ 
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Now suppoie God were not to send 
any rain, nor let the sun shine, 
and not take care of the fishes, 
nor any thing we hare to eat, 
what 8boul4 we do ? 

^e should all die. — Noi^ since 
God is to good to yon, what 
must you do for him ? 

^hat must you first do in the morn- 
ing when yon get up, after God 
has taken care of you all night ? 

Then when your mother tells you 
^t to go away, you must mind 
what ^f says. 

Who is looking at you all day to 
- see if you are good ? 
^^n4 does he see you at night toof 

tVhat, in the dark ? 

Beraeortier, if God takes care of 
you, and gives you your victuals 
and clothes, you must be a good 

' child and try to please him. 

What will he do to bad childien ? 

Hare you always been a good 
child? 

Don^ you remeniber a great many 
times you haye been bad ; how 



you told lies and said bad words^ 
and wouldnot mind your mother, 
and played all day Sunday, and 
would not go to school nor to 
church? '* 

And then for all God has been ao 
good to you, you donH thabk him. 

^ nor love him nor care any thid|f*' 
about him: Is this being bad Or 
good ? 

And you don't say your prayers to 
him and ask him to make ydd 
good, .nor return him thanks finr 
his kindness ? 

Do you think Crod will lore ybU) 
and take yon up to heaven ? 

Where do you think you shall go 
when you die ? ' */ 

God will punish bad children, won^ 
her V 

But there is one wlio died io save 
all who will come to him ; and 
who is he.^ 

When you were so bad that God 
said ^' They must die and go to 
hell,^ Jesus Christ died to save 
you, that you might go to heaven* 



ON FEMALS SiBBATH SCHOOLS. 

■Hi ' 

[To the editor of (he Amer. S. 9. T. Magazine.] 

It has long been a source of secret fegfet with myself and a 
Cbw associates, that the depositories of the schools supply no 
auinuel or book of instruction on the various interesting topics 
connected with the duties of Sunday School Teachers, for which 
Mason we hailed, with the more heart-felt satisfaction, the ap- 
pearance of your Teachers Magazine and Journal of JSducation, 
doubting not but that it would be to us an unfailing mine, rich 
with Jhe experience of many, and replete with pleasing narra- 
tives of the success of our fellow labourers with their young 
disciples* Your prospectus inspired us with confidence that 
^ the pages of the Magazine would lay before us the long desired 
information, so needfu! to enlighten and direct our ignorance, 
.^39 1^'ell as to cheer us amidst the many afflicting embarrassments 
"^nd discouragements that have so long obscured our ptth in this 
field of duty. W-e have, been partially gratified by the severd 
Vol. I. '-♦ 18 
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'papers of general usefuloesa that have already mppcnred, e^M- 

ciaily hints on the formation of Sunday Schools, and the esaay ' 
on emulatioD. The escellent UUle cwd of rales we hare already 
'.«dopted, having onl> eub^tiluled th^^||rord Girl for Boy, aad 

•' nue of opioion it is every way adapted for our purpaM> Bat 
'^hile we have been higlily gratified in obgerviog the plans "fc|r 
the discipline of boys, so minutely detailed, we have waited mth 
■% flurprize and regret for simibr instrticlion, adapted to tb^ fe- 
male department. The other dny, on mentioning my resets 
to a friend of the schools, he replied " really girls are so eaaj]^ 
managed, 1 am surprized that you can say you require with tliem 
^^ Buch scbemes of discipline for their government. 'I aimjn 

ijt '. thought that a few kind words, a meek and patient ew^Je, 
and a htlle energy of action, would pro*e sufficient to bril^lbe 
most careless and obstinate to eubmission, a» well as to (ut(pite 
an interest in tbe mitid of the most indifferent of your B 
leaving little else for tbe instructress to do than to dicta 
precepts of virtue and religion under circumstances erct y 
way so pleasing and advantageous a* would originate the most 
enUveoing hopes that eqply and abundant success would joyfully 
crown their eSorts." Fearing; lest this should be your opinion, 
as well as the prevailing sentifDents of tbe contributOTS to yonr 
M^azine, and earnestly coveting the good that may Sow fixtm 
future useful and sensible communications, 1 veoture to suggest, 

" '■' "that we lie under even more difficulties than theydo, in the 
discipline and instruction of our classes ; for while the invdh* 
tiva.fliind of the instructor of boys may adopt plans of manage- 
mentf^and mo<les of punishment and reward as varied as the 
circvinistances which call for them, we are rtitrieted in our mo- 
nogement, and the list of our rewards and punishments^is neces- 
sarily cootined to a feiv, and those altogether of the samvCba- 
racter. lam no theorist; but seven long years of alternate hop« 
and painful solicitude hmbeen my sad experience at my humble 
»nd retired post in the Sunday School, where J bare stiil found « 
the certainty of the sacred truth, that " the heart is desperately 
wicked and deceitful above measure, -mho can know it." More 
than forty bare passed out of my class at various periods, and 
of nione am I privileged to say, they were a grace to my necfc,^ 



^yet " aerowD of rejoiciog." But, on the coatrary, most oC. 
Ihein were vaiD, idle, and ooUy ; maay of tliem obstinale, cun- 
ning aitd mnlicious ; eome even addicted to stealing and f wearing ; 
and io all, lying and .^((ileitrulaess abounded. Tno of them 
were lately fauod creeping through a hole io the eaclasare of 
Ibe acbool to plajr truant from tbe hours of worsliip, nnd but a 
few days since, several of them were seen pbying ball in an 
open field bordering on Ae most frequented street ia our city. 
/L more ngid discipline than any we now have should be in 
Itoduced for the government of tuch ckildrta. None bat those 
who have visited tbe homes of tbe poor and ignorant, can tell 
^w greatly a tnolAer't manoer| influence tbe children, ^f-^ee 
how thoDgblless and inconsiderate many of them are, we )kee4 
AOt wonder at the dis^iedience and wiclcednese e( tbe children 
aoder par care : this is only owing to their eduealioH, and to the 
habits and manners .they acquire ^hen children. To improve 
(be riiBi% .gene rati on is our peculiar province ; that we should 
ancpeed, it is neceiisary for us to have order and discipline es- 
tablished in our schools. 

. With these suggestions, I entreat that some one familiar With 
the youthful mind, will point out a remedy fur our evils ; re- 
commendifig some plan lor the tnjptigemenl of a class of gir^ of 
sach habits and dispoaifKins as generally fall to our charge at the 
Sunday Schools, directing fur its instroction and discipline. 8&d 
especially relating to rifpards and punishments. 1 wait impa- 
tihttly £>r soitable bints on these topics, and will yet foodly de- 
l^ht myself with the pleasing hope, that my toils may be lAply 
repaid, by one day beholding among my dear scbolurs s()IiK, at 
least, emuluting that model of a good and youthful disciple, so 
concisely and beautifully laid down by an ancient writer, " to bt 
tmeotfogtd ivken eommtnded — and to -weep ■when outdone." 

Marv. 



THE STORv OP BENEvoLHs — continued. 
' After Benevolus had visited the parents of his refractory 
;^Kholar, and bad J^jceii assared that they would send him t^ 



!!&lKho(4 jn the.flfteniooo, be began to consider wlititwMMWtte^ 
most proper course of con<1uct to be pursued ton^vdi jUn. 
At 6r9t he thought it would be best to take but litUe noiiot wf 

^im, e^icepl to tell the class he had been totlie parenb, and tint 
they had determined to miike him obey the authority of ^ 
«ihool, and when he addressed the boy, to speak ter^; 
Bod lei him know he had not forgolten his morning; CDitduet'; Wt 

, his good nature, rather than a fear or <i IhoOghf o( the comih 
qiiisuces of Bucli a measure, delenuiaed him to pursue ■ Tefjr 
different, and a much more prefertiiile course. Perhaps, thtngM 
he, if I take no notice of what has happened, and treat hill 
better than he deserves, il will be showing ibe cla^a (hat I eMi 
not only forgive, but forget When the class read in thehftif- 
noon, he called each boy in his tarn, and after having read Brer 
the verses he inlendedthey should read, he requested thOR-fo 
do so carefully and distinctly ; when il came to this boj's tprt 
to read, he took more than usual pains to explain the')hir[Mrt 
of the TOTM^, and tbns the boy's mind being abstracted, M it 
were, from the affairs of the morning, he read his verses as he 
was requested, and behaved through the afternoon nith more 
propriety thtrn he had done since he belonged to the school. 
When the school i^aa dismissed, Benevolus sent the following; 
note to the parents, hoping by this means to do away any ill 
impression the parents might have fbrmed of him : 

*' It aETords me much pleasure to inform you that James has 
conducted himself with proprieiy ; his behaviour Ibis aftenieon 
is as good US any boy in the school. I have given him an extra 
ticket, and ! hope he will continue to deserve one : if he does, 
he will be an honour to me, a credit lo the school, and a bless- 
ing to you." This little note was of great service. The boy 
came to school next Sundtiy more neatly dressed than ha had 
been accustomed to, went to his place and behaved as well ■■ 
Senevolus could have wished. The reason of this' is obvious ; 
the surest way to gain the parent's heart is to praise his child • 
if he deserves it, as was the case with this hoy. He had 
expected to be treated very harshly, and to have but little 
notice taken of bim ; bat th^^ild treatment, and the tender fan- 

- SQip of Beoevoltu effected wfikt BO fbree conldbave done-^ 
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mtottU rrformaihn: The purcnU , too, bnil expectei] lo see him 
nernp nvtteriDg hoine, and were surprised to see liini come 
Matliiig^Riid present to them the little note, saying, see what the 

' leach«r l4i given me : nod (iiosc only vrho know from expeii- 
ence bow mach parenlB nrc plensed ivitbiiny notice that may be 
tikeD of (heir ofaildren, let tbcm be ever so bad, can best judge 
Wmt effect it hail upon tiium. Bcnevoliis culled upon the pa- 
.nnts the fol)owing'Sand;iy ns be had promised, and tbc recep- 
tion he met wiUi delighted bim full as much aa his viait pleased 
the paredtB. ' The boy, from that day, improved ^appearance 
w wellas in bebavioar. 

BeoeTolus, mnch pleased nitb tbc success of the method ho 
fcad pursued, called during Ibe week upon tbe superintendent, 
when the following conrcraation took place between tbem. 1 
insert it here because 1 would turn the attention of Sunday 
School teachers to a iiubjecl tbat m yet bus been unnoticed in 
your Magaziae-~-the subject of punisbmenls. " I was mnch 
pleased last Soncby with tbc bcbitviour of one of jour boys 
whom you bad turned out of school, for to confess the truth, I 
feared we had lost him, his pal-ents are so careless." " 1 fear* 
td," answered BeoevoluB, " tbe same thing from my nth mea- 
sures, and you'may rest a8Buretf^;ri)alI nut risk tbesame course 
of condact again. Bat howarfr%e togcC along without punish- 
ing them in some way ? and surely we cannot proceed with the 
bnsiness of the day if we baVe not some method of making oar 
scfaotare do what we request." The superintendent replied, 
'* according lo my ideas of punishment, there should be tw« 
kinds, to correspond with the two kinds of punishment that are 
iiecesiiary in lai^e bodies. Punishment, I conceive, should be 
exemplary for tbe good of the school, and of course must be 
pabKc; or it should be private for tbe benefit of the individual, 
then it should be coij^oral or mental. .The punishment for ex- 
amples should Ik Tery cautiously inflicted indeed, and as it must 

■ needs be corporal, it were better discarded altogether. 1 have 
known many a boy who lias thus publicly been made an example 
of to his fellows; although it might hare been of momentary 
service, it was alttiyi sure to injaiM:tbe boy who was the subject 
of punishment, ^teii individods are to ^ correcled, ws must 
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be careful not to correct while under the influence of anger. 

I do not say that Sunday School teachers get into a passion with 

the children when Uiey commit n fault, hut many of them being 

tinai:cusloiDed to the ways of children, expect more from them 

than they ought, and when they commit any little fault, if they 

do not instantly acknowledge il, Ihey lose their patience, and too 

often act both rashly and Indiscreetly, When a child commits 8 

fault, he must be punished as a chilJ, not as a man." "Thai 

was just the vvny with me," said Benevolus ; " I was provoked 

lit his behaviour, and acted more from impulse than reflection ; 

and I made no allowances for his being a boy, and one, too, who 

' probably was allowed to do as he pleased at home." " Then," 

£ "said the superintendent, " it is almost useless to punish a hoy 

^^ while one is angry, and It ought always to be iadicled privately, 

^ forthere is always a sufhcient number of boys in every school 

• 4 to encourage them in their obstinacy by their laughter. To give 

f m child admonition privately, or to fot^ive him, will often pro- 

1 doce much better effects than the most severe public punisb- 

* 0ien(, Many instances have i observed in my life of boys who 

(1^ have been made, as it wera, to feel the folly of their condnct, 

and to repent in tears. I will give you a striking instance that 

lately Cook place in the school." 

IT« be eonlmveii.J 
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Il is a pleasing, and c^tainly not an unprofitable task to trace 
any one of the great jnslilutions of society, which have an in- 
fiueuce on the age in which we. live, up to its source, and to 
mark its progress to the present time. It is pleasing, becaoie 
it makes us acquainted with the history of important events, and 
it is proStable, because it shows that very often from small and 
almost imperceptible beginnings, have arisen improvements in 
the slate and condition of man, of which the original founders 
could have no conception ; and ihat, therefore, every one 
lhav>,Iii jlo >j)iat;.he cim to protnoje the wel^^r^ and bappio^ vl 
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ioetety, siiiiee however ItUU it may be in bk own e8timalion» it 
Hwy lead to what in greats and the end nay be gloriout* 
" In traring the institation of Sanday Schools to their commence^ 
ment in this conntiy (that is throoghont the whole of tha^ynited 
States) it it eTidently difficult to arriTe at an absolute ceriain^ ; 
mnce the b^eTolent'fbunders of such institutions were not like" 
ly to seek the notice or approbation of others, any fiirther than 
notoriety was necessary to the success of their plans. They 
were more likely to act io conformity to the divine precept* 
which requires that in such actions it should not be oar aim ** to 
be seen of men ;'' and while Sanday Schools were bat little 
known in this country, experiments weltre more likely to be 
made of their efficacy by individuals on a small scale. 

. In reading a few days ago a valuable and interesting publica- 
tion, entitled, ^* The Power of Faith estemplified in the life and 
writings of the late Mrs. Isabella Graham, of New- York," the 
editor met with an intimation, in page 49, that the eminent saint 
whose history it records, had established two Sabbath Schoob 
in New-York in 1803^ one of which she superintended herielfi 
and the other she placed under the care of her daughter. It 
would have been injustice both to the living and the dead, fora 
writer on the commencement of Sunday Schools in this country, 
to 8u£fer this fact to |^8 unnoticed^ The editor, thereftire^ 
states it here, and has the satisfaction to add» that from Mrs. 
Qethupe, ope of these two benevolent ladies«(whQ survives her 
iqestiiQable inother, and still resides in New-York,) and fron\ 
some original memoranda of Mr. Bethane, he has been enabled 
to ascertain the precise time when and the place where the first Sabt 
hath School was opened in this city, with^e circumstances which 
led to it. Mr. and Mrs. Bethune had spent part pf the yearat 
1801 and 1802 in Great Britain, where they l^qd observed the 
progress Sunday Schools were then making in that country ; and 
on their return, they conversed on the subject with their pious 
and excellent mother, Mrs. Graham, who resided with them, 
and it was determined that as soon as pqssible they would try to 
introduce them here. Accprdingly, in the autumn of 1803, 
these three Christian philantliropists opened the first Sabbatk 
tkhool in this city for religious and catechetical instruction, nt 
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Aeirown expense, at the house of Mrs. Leech, in Mott-street, 
which was atteoded by about forty nifile and female scholars ; 
and their piinclualily of atteadance wrs secured by pecuniary 
rewards, which were giTen to Mrs. Leech to distribute on the 
Mondny mornings, nnil by frequent donations of tracts, shoei, 
&c. to a considerdble amotiDt. Mrs. Graham and Mr. and Mrs. 
Bethune then established two other Sabbath Schools ia other 
parts of the cily ; and Mre. Leech states, that they attended 
them personally every Sabbnth day, during ihe summer in the 
afternooQs, and during the winter between the services of the 
church, when they brought their provisions with them from 
Greenwich, (where they resided) as tliere was no time to return 
to dinner ; and this they coutiuued for many years, and had the 
gratification to see their labours of love rewarded in the improve- 
ment and editicatioi) of many who are at this momeDt eujoying 
Ihe beneficial effects of an early educutioii, and some of whom 
have been siuce actively employed in teacbiDg others. A Sab> 
linth School was also opened for ihc children of the almshouse* 
in New-Yort, which was attended by Mr, Bethune at ihe Health 
•tGce, and produced very good effects among the children in 
that establishment. 

Tbe school which Mrs. Gr:di3m superintended herself wna 
felinqnished only a few months before bcr decease, when her 
■ ttention became (he less necessary, ou account of her pupils 
.laving then the benefit of religious instruction one day in the 
week from Ibe genllemen of ihe Evangelical Society. 

Thus, it is evident that Sabbath Schools were set on foot in 
|his country as early as 1 803 ; for although they were opened 
^y .OTily three individtjhls, they were not the leu a commence- 
Dient of the institution Afr« ihuD Mr. Raikea's schooli were a 
commencement of the original institution at Gloncesttr. 

It is to the same source, too, that adult schools owe their 
commencement in this coontry, or at least in New-York. '-Hn. 
Graham opened the first adult school at Greenwich, on tbe se- 
cond Sabbath in June, 1814, only about two months before her 
departure from this scene of active benevolence to the promised 
rest. Some adult schools had been ronned at Bristol, ia Eng- 
land, and Mn. Qrabam having received a report <^ tbe society 
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Trom Mr. Stephen Pnist, a merchaDt of that city, aod one of iU 
most active and benevoleat ntembers, " waa so delighted with 

_ the perasal of it as immediately to undertake the forroatioa of 
auchaschool in the village of Qreeciwich." She called oa se- 
veral families for adulld trilliog to be instructed, and oa the 
youDg people who were at work in someneiglibouringmaDufac- 
tones, aod requested them to attend her for this purpose every 
Sabbath morning at 8 o'clock. In the short time allotted ber, 

-.ehe collected eigkly icholara; and it was continued as a Sunday 

HSchoolaAer her decease. 

" In less than two years after this event, the daughter of this 
indefatigable Christian and her female friends formed the first 
Union of Sabbath Schools in the United States, meotioaed in 
our number for January last, p. 54, ; and other Unions of Sab- 
bath Schools hare followed in rapid succession throughout tlie 

' States, to the great advantage of the institution, and the promo- 

ft flion of its pious objects. 

■f It wasnot until 1S09 that churches or public bodies began to 

institute and to patronize Sabbath Schools in this country. The 
'firinled constitution formed for the Sabbath Schoolat Pittsburgh, 
in Pemnsylrania, in 1809, has been kindly sent to the editor for 
publication, and shall be subjoined. It was probably (be ^nt 

.. nkool formally instituted on this side the Atlantic by a lociety 
tr public body, and for this reason, as well as for its intrinsic 
nterit, deserveii to be recorded. We regret that our limits 
do not allow us to add an excellent address to the inhabitants of 
•Pittsburgh and its vicinity, which was printed and pubhshed 
with it. 

Aiiielet of a Sunday School inilitated by the PiliibuTgh Moral 
Sociely. 

1. This school shall consist of children of both seie^ from 
uyean old and upwards, who shall hare obtained leave of 
tiwir parents or guardians, and who, on coming under the care 
of the school, shall promise to yield due obedience to the teach- 
ers and sopetiDtendeDts. 

2. Tiie teachers shall be appointed by the sodely, rad no 
Vol. I. . 19 
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compensation will be cipecteU for the inslrucUon pvcn to tbe 
pupils. 

3. The society will appoint two iospectors, who!»e duly it 
shall be to visit the school as often as miiy be convenient for 
them, and particularly on the Sabbiith preceding the meeting of 
the society ; and to report the order and manngement of the 
school to the society. 

4. The hours of attendance shall be from 8 to 11 ^. M. and 
from 2 to 5 o'clock, P. M. 

5. A list of the popils shall be liiken, and each absentee no- 
ted at every session. 

6. The books to be read in school shall be the Old and Hew 
Testaments, with such others as are suited to tbe capacities of 
the pupils, and recooimeDded by the society ; together with 
such catechisms as the parents miiy thinh proper. 

7. The parents and guardians of such children as are able, 
shall furnish their own books ; aad those who are not able sb^ 
be furnished with books by the society. 

8. Tlie hooks furnished by the society shall bo loaned to the 
pupils only during the time of their continuance at school, and 
obslajning from all immoral practices, except such as may b« 
given as premiums for the encouragement of the deserving; in 
thai case tbe title of the hotik given, to whom given, and far 
what merited, shall be inserted by the teachers in a blank page 
«f the book itself, and also in a book of record prepared fcr 
that purpose. 

&, As cleaahness not only promotes the comfort but the 
health of children, it shall be the duty of the teachers to use dl 
proper meusurea to increase an attention to thia particular. 

10. Regular attendance will be required of the pupils, wbieh 
the teachers will use every mean to encourage ; and no pupil is 
to be espelled the school but by the society. 

11. Ad examination of the school will take place eveiy ail 
months, when suitable premiums will be awarded to those who 
may dbtinguish themselves by their good behaviour or improve- 
ment in learning ; and a record made as in article 8th. Tim 
article is not to be understood to prevent teachers and inspect- 
ots tnm (^ving such rewards as they may deem niiirjtiiir]'. £>r 
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the encourngemeDt of tbe pupils, at any time they may tbiok 
proper. 

We beg leave lo observe, that viewing as we do with puiaful 
anxietj, the cviJ!^ which have iiccrucd, nnJ which must ever ac- 
crue to society fiom neglect in the religious educiitiou of youth, 
we feel abundantly convinced, Ihnt the above ealabliahment well 
supported, and prudently conducted, will oppose tbe torrent of 
irreligion and vice at the very source. When children are 
brought up without any one siiHicienlly interested in their best 
concerns, and In a tot;iI neglect of rtligious and moral initruc- 
lion, amidst the cnnt:igion of bad example, the consequence is 
obvioiia ; they mnsl become the burden and pest of society; 
they bring with them upon the stage of life, ignorance, idleness, 
and tbe manifold evils msiiltingfrom every species of immorality. 

By yielding our united and persevering efibrls to the accom- 
pliahment of the above plan, if not preventing altogether the in- 
fidelity and profiinity of tbe present dxy, we may considerably 
diminish tbe pernicious effects Ibiit still result from a want of 
Carly and proper instruction. 

N . B. The school shall be opened for the first time on (he 1 st 
Sabbath of September, in the jury room of the court house, at 
which time parents and guardians are requested to send forward 
their children ; and it is hoped they will feel a solicitude to «n- 
conrage so laudable an undertaking. 

In behalf of the Society, 



KoBERT Steele, i 

llOBT, l^ATTEftSON, } 



Committee- 



Attest, M, B. LowKiE, Secretary. 
Augiut 22, 1 



SBLF-CXAIIIHJ.TION OF J, TEACHES. 

The following excelleat interrogatories for the self-examiDa- 
tion of a Sunday School teacher, were obtained from a friend 
Jiret arrived from England. They are printed on a small card, 
for the pocket-book of the teacher. I was edified and )astni«t> 
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ed on reading them, and I doubt not but every pioas teacher 

will feel their utility when tbey first meet bis eye, 

QueJd'ons at (Ae concluiion of the School for the mlf'txamination 

of a Sunday School Tfacher. 
1. Have I this day particularly prayed for a blessing on my la- 
boars in the school 'i 
' 2. Have I done my utmost this Jay to show an example of early 

and punctual attccdiiDce ? 
' 5 Have the boors I h^ve been in the school this day beeniully 
. occupied in my duties as a teacher ? 

' 4. Have I this day spoken poiotedly and individually to one oi " 
more of the scholars of my class reEpecting the lalvatien 
of their souls ? 
6. if I never again enter these walls, am I clear in the sight of~" 
Him ivho knoweth all things from the guilt of any child of 
my class who siay perish in his sins 1 
6. Do 1 leave this school in peace with all my fellow-laboarers? " 

S. 
The editor has taken the liberty to substitute the word guSt-^ 
for the word *' blood" in the original paper received from hisK— 
correspoDdent, because the harshness of the expression mights 
have BD unfavourable effect on the mind of a young teacher. 



ON THE BEST HARRER of COMHUNtCATinC INSTRUCTIOIt, 

[For lbs AmericMi S. S. Teachers' Magazine.] 
Though tiie beautiful promi^ of Isaiah, " the way shall bo* 
M plain that the wayfaring man, Ihou^a fool, shall not err," is 
strictly applicable to the teaching of our Lord himself, and tfajt^^ 
abundant shedding down of the sfurit with power and demonstra- 
tion to fulfil the more ancient word, " they shall all he taught 
from on high," yet the same character is literally applicable to 
thia penod vt the '■ abundance of blessings of the gospel of 
peac«." When the truth is taught in plainness and simpUdty^ 
and tittle children are instructed into the kingdom of our Lord 
JeauB, w« btnrfl " 9 goec^hope through his word," th<^ .fiverj 
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effort for this purpose of mercy nill be folloired bj a divioe 
blessing ; so thiit the young ni;iy be trained up id the feur and 
adoionitioD of iheir Ht^nvenly Falher. 

Every hint to advance the religious instruction of children 
is Vrihiable ; nitli this view i m^ike tliis coramunicEition, deEirii^ 
to present an offering of my experience for the benefit of my 
fellow -labourers in (he Sunday School. The importaiice of early 
instruction, and the difficulty of teaching little children, make it 
^ always a subject of anxious inquiry. Now, the diihculty seeniA 
' to lie, not so much in the considerulion mftaf shull be taught 
them, as Hotu shall we communicate instruction. How shall it 
be niRde so plain that they shall not err in it ? A nice observ- 
ance, I think, of the following axioms, would prove a useful 
guide. No subject can be illvitruted hut through the medium 
of ideas prevlovsly Tcceived ; aad every proposition should he 
made in terms /umi/iar to the recipient. Very young minds 
do neither draw an inference, nor anticipate results beyond 
Bensibic objects ; they do not even compare mentally, and are 

kj»ot capable of reasoning. This is for want of ideas. There- 
fore, a very little child may say, " this lead sinks because it ia 
J beavy ;" this they lee aadfecl: again, " if I ihroza up this ball 
it will come doii'n ;" this tliey only infer, because Ibey have 
■iawam il to do so h^ort* But older children and more inRtfOGtt 
«d, would thug expr^a themselves, " 1 cannot see the stars by 
day, because the sun shineg eo bright ; how bright the lun n^M 
he V Others yet more enlai^ed in capacity, through the mutli- 
34icilion of ideas, would advance a step farther in Ibe exerci^« 
«f intellect, and tqigbt be supposed to say, " bow warm the sun 
^f if my heart was as warm ifith/nA^ as the sun is jvarm, how 
-I should love God aodiqy pprents ttio ; hut my heart is cold and 
It^nnot lore: Ihii mint be becauit 1 forget their benefits." 
Kpw, there is nothing ia this beyond Ibe capacity of a well in- 
■trncted child of twelve ; hut <>ne of six, unless of bright pSirls 
and early advantages, would not thus reflect, neilfaer compare 
thus mentally, nor make such deductions ; it ivoulasay, " 1 do 
not love, becaute I don't want to." They would not think that 
-they ought, nor eontider what is the reason they do not. The 
first itruiti^ate$ mentaUy, for Ibe mind abounds in ideas ; the 
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other can only do ho throagh the me<lium of the senset; they 
must see, and henr, and touch ; therefore, sensible objects ex- 
cIuEively can be subjects of investignliun : these as they iei-, 
liiale, touch, and handle, supply them with idcns, and so esta- 
blish the judgment. In treating a subject before the first, you 
might venture lo condense your thoughts, and perhaps concise- 
aeis might more clearly convey your mf fining, and from the ex- 
ercise of intellect, better prepare their minds for receiving in- 
struction : a repetition of the ideas would be lo them as tedious 
SB it was useless. Bot in order to instruct the Intler. you need 
not avoid being prolix. You must necessarily enlarge by a re- 
petition of the idea, illustrating it in various positions, as it were 
putting it ivitbin their reach ; this is estabhshed by the feet, 
that a very little child, in beholding any new object, desires to 
touch and handle it — looking at it on every side ; Ibis is to ac- 
quire ideas. He will then ask, what is it for ? Previous ideas 
will enable an older child to judge of an object without such re- 
pealed observation, and he will attempt to xpply it to use with- 
out inquiry. The follonjng cxiimples will illustrate this posi- 
tion. You migiil say to a cliild of few ideas, " when you ore • 
angry your heart burns like t!ie fire, and you tear like a tiger;" 
this would be comprehended, for the objects are famiiiar ; they 
have either felt, seen, or heiard of them : but an elder child 
would as perfectly understiind you wore you to say, "in your- 
anger you arelike the volcano, or like the whirlwind that up- 
i-oota the forest ;" though he shbuld not be familiar with these 
objects, nor ever heard of them, previous ideas concurrent vritb. 
them would enable him to infer they were analogous, nod b^j^R 
would feel the t<^*{ the sitriiltrfitff, while the little child wouMF^ 
reflect on no snchtlippUcation, but would directly ask, what U^^ 
volcano? whatisa whirlwind? The teacher, thusdiscriminat-^' 
ing the grade of intelleet in bii pupil, will be enabled to adopt' 
the requisite course. Care should also be taken to adapt the 
terms he uses to express himself to the object of instruction, 
Otherwise he may be said lo "'leach in an unknown tongue." 
It would be well were this rule geberatly practised. The utiliQr 
of it is obvious, when in^onsider ttiat we shall not only be bet- ' 
ter understood, bat whatBadVaoced will excite a greater inte- 
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rest, from being in the language to which the miod is habituated ; 
for esample, it will be readily allowed that a seaman would/efi 
more and bctitr underttand any remarks when made to him in his 
own technical phraseology ; so also the liingaaeo of children is 
the best medium of instruction lo thera. To exhibit practical- 
ly the principles here cited, I have drnwn up the annexed ml- 
dress to little children, in which it will be observed that an al- 
tem|jtis made to illustrate one idea in sererat diSerent positions, 
all in thefamiiinr term* of iniiinlilc prattle. " That Goil made 
the \\'Drld in the bcgioning" is the theme of instruction, and 
though the plainness aod simplicity of the iHngu.igc, and the 
necessary frequent repetition of (he idea may disgust the well- 
informed mind, yet such a mode of instruction will be found the 
most successful to improve the infant mind, and accelerate its 
progress to a higher scale of intellect. Contrary to this, wcloo 
ol\eniind that the teacher makes his own inleilect the standard 
of ideas, rather than that of his pupil. In this address, it is 
iotended to instruct very little children, by such familiar terms 
as they miiy be supposed to be acquainted with, variouBly illus- 
trated, without admitting a complex idea. It will be observed, 
that cscepting the words created and beginning in the proposi- 
tion, there are no words of more than two syllables. At some 
futurf period I sbiU communicate a theme on the same propo- 
aitioa for elder children, adapted to their improved capacity, and 
of course better calculated to instruct them than these simple 
terms and miillipliei! repetitions, which are applicable only to 
very young and unimproved minds. Should teachers consider 
well these remarks, the children would improve faster, and be- 
, come more interested; the mode of instnictioa being caiifr and 
■lore engaging. I would urge my philanthropic fellow-labour- 
Mffi that they should keep in mind these principles ; the motive 
■•f them will, without doubt, advance their benevolent views, 
and for this object I would firther hint to ihem, thai they cno- 
not receive the children at too early a period for instruction : 
the mind is formed by tbe implairtiDg of ideas. Let ub be in haste ^ 
lo store them with good thoughtt, for this will be found both a 
^leasanter and easier task than to root oat those evil ones thut 
hive been <o early sowed and harrowed deeply. S. 
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" In the LeginQiDg God created tbcheaveni and Uie earth." — G£n. i. I> 

Hear me, dear children, I want to tell you aometliing about 
these words ; it is a short lesson, only ten words. " la the be- 
ginning God created the hiaveni and the earth." — Ten 1 .It is the 
first verse in all the Bible, and teaches about God maktag th^^ 
tvorld. Thi? is whnt God made'Moses to know, und put in bi^^ 
heiirl to s^i]« wheQ He taught iiini and made him g propbet ; tba^V 
■Deans, when God m;ide biui a teiicher, to teach the men, women— 
and children that lived more than 3(XJ0 years ago ; and becaus^^ 
it was good for m to knoiv it, the Lord lold Moses to write it icr™ 
a book, that you, and 1, and all the people in the world, as loo^^ 
OS it lasted, mighlknow about it: and this is the book '.—{Hold ,S 
I'n^ up the Bible.') 1 do not oiean that this is the very same boor" ^ 
that Moses wrote it in, but the words Ih^it are in it are all of tb ^rr 
same meaning that Moses and all the othtr prophets wrote whe^E^ 
God taught them. This is called the holy Bible, because 
shows ua how to be good ; for hoUj means iserij good, and Bib^-^cz: 
means book of books — lor all the Bible put together, you kno^^ \ 
bas a great many books. Look here, {opening the. Bible) he -=s. 
are the five books of Moses ; this is the book of Isaiah, that -^ 
what God lold the propbef I:^;ii;d] ; and here is the book of M:= 
*hew, and there the book of Mark, and a great many more ; 
it is called the book fall of booh, and the holy book, or 
lioob. And do you not koow that it is also called *' the vro 
<Tod," because it ia what God told Moses and the other propb 
to teach everf bodlfi that thii; might learn to thank God for hia' 

goodness. NoH, jf^u kaow,God has sent us word about it, fur 

-Moses did not put it in his oivn head to say it, and he didnot^=^ee 
QqiI make the world, but the Lord told him of it. This par^^ of 
the Holy Bible where this verse ia, goes by the name of Ge^tne 
sis, snd it is also called the first book of Moses. Genesis mc -^^i' 
a book thattetis when man wns made, and how things werems*''^ 
— all the things in the world — beasts,birds, fishes, and trees, ^d'' 
everything that grows. Now, hear what Godwfys about i' • 
yes, hear what he told Moses, and hear what ja written in th^ 
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book <X GeoeitB, for God want! joa to koow, toA has let 70a 

and me have the Bible, that we might be taught all about it, and 

leers to lore and thank Him ibr hU joodnow. Cone, let lu 

make faaste to lean about it ; beautiful lenoii 1 1 wiU trj' to 

make it easy for you to knew. This ii wlMt I want yon to 

know, " In the beginmng God created the beaveni u>d th* 

earth." GeneaiB, the first chapter and first fcVse — the first ia 

all the Bible. " /n tAe ie^'mtn^"— do you know what it meaoi? 

Why the firtl of any thing is the legiiaimg^^- When I talk to 

you, the first word I speak is the beginning, and the last word 

iriien I hare done speaking, that it the (Sid. This first rerse ia 

the begioniog of this chapter, and there is the e«l| that is the last 

verse, foi there isnomore. The^rifyenr of the world is called 

the begjaning of time — ^yon had a beginniqg too. Once you were 

One year old — that was yonr beginning, now yon we foor yean 

old, and you fire, and you are six years old; by and by yoa 

^ill atop firing, and yon will all die, and your yean wUI come to 

Sd end — so will the worid coilMto an end ! Now, Ood, who is 

Called the Lord, bas told us in this first rerse in the Bible that 

dkerewasa lieginning to the world. Once there wag no world, 

'bat now there is a woiid ; it ia here called the earth, and yoa 

live on it, that is, yon lire ia the worid. So you see the world 

Ad not come of itself, but the Lord made it, for this first rerse 

in the Bible tells us so ; for it says, in the bsginoing, that is at 

first, "God created the earth ;"— created the earth, means 

made the earth. But only see here — Hoses in this rerse of the 

Bible not only says God created, that is made the earth, but he 

made the heavens too 1 In another part of the Bible it says " He 

spake, and it was created ;" Ood said soi MMldie world came. 

Who can do things like God t He made llw heavens also : do 

you know what heavens are ? Walk out of doors and see over 

your beads, and then you can say, I see the hearens ; for there 

ia the sun shining ao bright that you cannot see the stars : but 

when night comes, look up and see the bright moon, and oh, how 

many shining stars ! These are the hearens Moses means — the 

kdae sky, the sun, the moon, and the sparkling stars. Now, 

tvhai God tngbt Moses to say, and what I mast teach you, it 

this ; ooce there was no world, and so the Bible says, in the be- 
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ginning, that it at fir»t, God crenteJ , tli;it means made the earthy 
tind then it lella us, God created the heavens. In another place 
in the Bible, God lellBnswhnt ttie end of the world will be — that 
it shall he burnt up ! and the heavens shall pass away, and thea 
it will be as it was in the beginning. But you will be : for etery 
body that is dead and buried in the earth, God will make them 
alive again, and they must go before God lh.it He may ask them 
what they have been doing in this world ; and you knot* that 
God will not love them who have been naughty, and who hare 
Dot done what the Bible tells them to do. O, say. my dear chil- 
dren, ought you not lo be afraid to do what God in his Holy Bi- 
ble says you must not do ; and ought you not to love Himforhii 
goodness in sending you word that you might know bon ^ireat 
He was, and to ehow you what you must do to please Him. — 
You must learn lo read the Holy Bible, and it will show you how 
to be a boly child : I mean God's good book, and it .will teach 
you and ihow you how to be good. Now, what do you think 
about Goil that made the heavens and the earth ? Cannot you 
Bay, " O, how great, hew strong, and how good the Lord is !" 
Yes, children, you mi^y ; for God made every thing. He said, 
let it be so, and it was so. Every thing came that God saidi^ 
should be made. But you cannot create any thing. Can yod 
make a bright star to shine till the uorld comes In an eud ? But 
God has made ever so many stars, and he makes them shine when 
be pleases. You can make a tittle boat out of apitct of wood: 
but how can you make a piece of wood ? God must create it 
u he did in the beginnir^ : God must make a piece of wood for 
you. Men may make luine out of grapei, hot God must nak% 
the grapes ; JkC'tBUSt make the grape vine, the leaves, and tbe 
flowers, and make the grapes come, and God must make them 
get ripe. All the people in the world cannot make one Uttlt 
leaf; but God can make a tree full of blossoms and full of fruit, 
of apples and cherries, and every summer he fills almost all the 
world full of trees andflowers! Gur God, who made us, is 
great, and wise, and good : so in the Bible he is called J/m«gJtoy, 
because he is so strong that in the beginning he made the bMa- 
MSt-and the earth too, and atlastbe#ill bring them to an end. 
Hi^ called M-wue, became 01^ ^en so much ; for it was 
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t&e Lord that kneit fccw to mak^ Ae heavens and the earth in 
the beginning. Sod ia also called Holy, because he is so good ; 



for he takes care of the world and aW that ia 



IS your 



God and takes care of you : — only Ihink of it ; the Lord takes 
care of the world anil takes care of you always. Now, when 
jou think about these thing? I have now been teacliing you, (hen 
you must he glad and thank God for making this world for yon 
' to live in, and for sending us the Bible to tell ub about it, and for 
making his promise in the Bible, that if we mind what is there 
set down for us to do, it will please him, and when we come to 
die and the world comes to an end, he will take us to another 
better world that will never end : we shall be glad always, and 
shall live with God in heaven forever. Now, do not forget this 
good lesson aboutthe Lord making the world in the beginning, 
but be good children, mind what your teachera and what your 
parents aay, and above all, try to mind every word that your God 
Bays in Ihe Bible, and another time I will (each you more about 
what is in this good book, hoping that you may grow to be holy 
|, children, growing wise and good, and when you die, go to live 
Bw^thGod, milk your hearts always glad, woTld witkoul end. 

I — ' 

ARSWEIl TO lOT*. 

[To tha Editor of the A. S. S.Teaeben'MaguiM.J 
.Sir — In the lastnomberofyoar Magazine, I find thai the plan 
,;.)^teaching t had described in the preceding nun)l>er ia strongly 
^<lpposed. From (be tebor of the remarks, I (hiok that Iota has 
'■ViiBtaken my views upon this subject. I thftrefore take the Ii> 
berfy of obtruding upon your notice an explanation of my idea*, 
and of answering a few of the objections made by your corres- 
pondent, upon which he has placed too much reliance.. The 
day will come, sir, when the ctuldreo in our Sunday School* 
flhall have increased so that they cannot be accommodated in onr - 
churches. Some building miut then be erected for tbeir accom- 
modation, and surely ^, erect churches with regular mioMera 
woald'be ihemost&a^l^^an. 1 did not intend to recaoUKod 
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baildings exactly Uke the one I had&e pleasure of visiiiog, oei- 
tber did 1 advocataJlie plan on which it was conducted. I only 
brought it forward as an instance of the improvement that hat 
been made, and that greater might be made I do not doubt.-** 
But of one thing I am positive, that the children receive more 
benefit from one Sabbath's instruetion inlthat place, thaq the 
children (belonging to our Sunday Schools do in a month ; and 
yet these have the whole gallery to themselves, and hear two 
sermons every Sabbath. The objectors may talk of acquiring 
habits of attending a regular church, of the necessity of witness- 
ing the ceremonies of our religion^ and the great utility of hear- 
ing sermons they do not understand, because they may ulider* 
stand some years afterwards ; they may say all this, and letJtheQi 
spend a day among children who have enjoyed these advantages, 
and one day among those who have been instructed in^he man- 
ner I allude to, they will get an argument worth them all, name- 
ly, that children are to be taught as if they were children ; that 
children must be addressed upon such subjects as they can under- 
stand, clothed in language that will be intelligible. Towards 
the close tX. the remarks, lota asks the following question ; ' ' 
" What would be said of that parent who should refuse to take * 
his children with him to the sanctuary because they could not 
understand what they might there hear ?" I would answer, 
that many a Christian parent, had they no better view of the 
preacher than our Sunday scholars have,<#nd did they not com- 
prehend what was said any better than most ofl^e Sunday school 
children, would not only cease |otake thenr cliildren, but would 
cease to attend themselves. You might with the saiiie proprie- 
ty expect that an Englishman would take his family to a French 
church, seat them where they could not see^ and require them 
to listen to a French discourse, telling them, by way of encour- 
agement, although you do not understand French i^Wy I will 
teach you when you grow up, and then you will recollect and un- 
derstand all about it. Again, says Iota, •* the subjects present- 
ed for their consideration are such only as are suited to their ju- 
venile minds, and consequently will not serve to accustom them 
to the only means of public instruction enjefyed by adalts.'' 
We might as well say, that when, we would, lii^ch cbifdren to . 
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i|Md,tliebett«i«pjii nott* give eR>y letMBt oompoud of such 
words as they can pronouace, but give i^ftHi lasoni of auch as 
they will read when Ihey U^ hote to reM. When a penoa ia 
tan^tmaaic, what wootd he think of hiBte»ch«r werehetosay, 
bere.il a concerto l^^nDdel yoi] cannot UDoentand ; and I ilo 
not beliere yoa v/tfj^y it now, bat you had better try it, be- 
«RDBe you will bav<e to play lucb pieces two or three yean hence. 
LeBBonfl in muiic muit be progreaaive, lawou in reading moat 
be progresaive, and leiMas ja religion maat.be progres'sire. — 
The principal objection, howerer, appears to4e thia — the chil- 
dren should not be deprivei) of the o[^rtuiiity of witncaaing 
the holy ordinaacea of baplism aiHl the Lord'i supper. He 
seema to be of opinion, ihat they solemnize the infant mind. 
Now, air, I beg leave to differ from lota, and I think that these 
do not have the effect he imagines upon the niant mind. To 
feel, air, the sublimity, the awe, the rererene* IK ought at the 
Siicrament, ns must know why it is admiaktered ; we must pre- 
viously be made acquainted with the character, the aufferings 
of the Mediator of mankind. When Ihey-doderstand all tbeafi, 
t" then I will admit that it will aolemnize the infant mind. Take 
?^4!br instance the worship and OFdiQances of the Catholic reli^on 
during the celebration of mass.- -• IhaTdtBiore than once ohaeir- 
vA strangers who wonid atand nMoncemed spectators when 
every knee was bent in humble ndoratioo, and every he^ bow- 
ed down in conscious humility before the almighty presence — 
^ when the firm swelling peni of the organ g^ve sublimity to the 
^ weak trembhng lonea of the reverend father— while eveiy heart 
trembled in unison to the words. Lord, have mercy upon ua — 
when every thing seemed comhimng to prove the " Lord was 
in bis holy temple ;" bow many have I seen at that solemn mo- 
meat view, with a disdainful smile, these unmeaning forms. — 
Wooldyou know why tliey were unmeaning ? If was(as a pious 
Catholic would tell you,) because they did not understand them. 
The same cause would produce the same effect upon children : 
Dot knowing the meaning or reason of the divine ciiremonies of 
the sacrament and baptism, they would view them at first mBi 
curiosity, and afterwards with indifference. 

Let me assure your correspondent I do not, 1 never had an 
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idea of objecting lo take children to church ; but 1 did gay, anfl 
Ido say agnin, that if chitdrcB be t:il(en to a church ivbere the 
■erraons will be adnpted to their minds ; where such subject! 
only as could be comprehended would be the themes of discoone; 
where they could be provided with hjmn books ; where they 
would be made to understand what was sung as well as what wa< 
said. 1 do really think it would be of more utility to them, and 
wc should have ample cause to rejoice in the change. T. 



It happen'd on aBolemn eventide, 
Soon after He, that was our surety, died ; 
Two* bosom-friends, each pensively inclin'd, 
The scene of iUl those sorrows left behind, 
Sought their own village ,t busied as ihey went. 
In musings worthy of the great event : 



• Cleophas was one of tiic (wo, an,l Dr. Clarke and some others 

- thint Iiukc wa." the other; birt lliat be diws not usme himself, bctausS 

he was the relator. Dr. Lightfoot thinks it was P«l«r who accompanied 

Cleophas into Galilee, a message having been sent to bim expresalX 

lliat Clirist Wits guing into Galilee. 

Cleophtis ytas probably Alpbcus, the husband of Mar;, the sister of^ 
our Lord's matlier. (See John, xIk, 25.) Mary the wife of CleophaSt 
and Mary Magdalpne were with Mary the mollier of Jesus at his cnici- i 
fivion. (See John, sis. 25.) She was also with Mary Magdalene, 
Joanna, (the wife of Clinza, Herod's steward] and others at the lomli 
oh the morning of the resurrection, to weep there, [John, li. 31.) anJ 
lo embalm the body of our Lord : (Luke, ssiv, 1.) bul Mary his mo- 
ther was not llicBwiih thoni. (See Matt, xxviii. L Mark, xri. 1. 
Luke. xxiv. 10. John, \x.] 

There was anotlier Cleophas, called also James the lesi, [Usi in age] 
the SOD of Alpbeus. lie was one of the twelve. (See Matt. x. 3,} 
After Uie resurrection, he was coiiatiluteii Bishop of Jerusalem, and 
probably presided at the firat council held there, and directed the de- 
Inles concerning the Jewish ceremonies. (See Acts, xv. 13.) 

I Emmans was threescore furlongs from Jerusalem : — threescore 
furlongs are about seven Englisli miles and three quarters. Josephus 
sajs sixty stadia — a stadium was about 343 yards. 
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They spake of Him they Jbv'd ; of Him whose life, 

Though blameless, bad iocuiT'd perpetaal strife ;- 

Whose deeds had left, in spite of hostile arts, 

A deep memorial graven on tbeir hearts. 

The recollectioD, like a Tein of ore, 

The ferther traced, enrichM them still the more : 

They thought him» (and they justly thought him,);ODe 

Sent to do more than he appeared t' haye done ; 

To exalt a people, and to place them high 

Above all else, and wondered he should die. 

Ere yet they brought their journey to an end, 

A stranger join'd them, courteous as a friend ; 

And askM them, with a kind engaging air. 

What their affliction was, and begg'd a share. 

Informed, he gatberd' up the broken thread, 

And, truth and wisdom gracing all he said,^ 

Explain'd, illustrated, and searched so weD 

The tender theme on which they chose to dwell. 

That, reaching home, tlie night they said is near, ! .. 

We must not now be parted ; — sojourn here. 

The new acquaintance soon became a guest, 

And made so welcome at their simple feast, 

He bless'd the bread, — but Tanish'd at the word. 

And left them ;--^both exclaiming '« 'Twas the Lord !** 

Bid not our hearts feel all he deign M to say ? 

Did they not bum within us by the way ? 

Now theirs was converse such as it behooves 
JUan to maintain, and such as God approves. 
Their views, indeed, were indistinct and dim ; 
But yet successful) being aim'd at iftm. 
Christ and his character their only scopes-- 
Their object y and their subject ^ and their hope: 
They felt what it became them much to feel,' 
And wanting Him to loose the sacred seal, 
Found Him as prompt as their desire was true, 
To spread the new-bom glorias in their view. 
Well — what are ages and the)g|(ke of time, 
Matcl^'d^ipinst truths aa lasting m sublime ? 
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Can length of yeatv on God hhatetf exact. 
Or make ibd^Jietion which was once a fact f 
No^marble and recording brass decay, 
And, like the graver's memory, pass away ; 
The works of man inherit, as is jnst, 
Their author's frai|ty, and return to dast : 
Bat tf^th diyine for ever stands secnre ; 
Its head is guarded, as its base is sure : 
Fix'd in the rolling flood of endless years 
The pillar of the eternal plan appears ; 
The raving stonn and dashing wave defies, 
Built by that architect who built the skies. 
Hearts may be found that harbour at this hour 
That love of Christ in all its quick'ning power : 
And lips unstain'd by folly or by strife ; 
Whose wisdom, drawn from the deep well of life. 
Tastes of its healthful origin ; and flows 
A Jordan, for the abhition 6f our woes. 
Oh ! days of heav'n, and* nights of equal praise, 
Serene and peaceful as those heav'nly days, 
When souls drawn upward, in communion sweet 
- Enjoy the stillness of some close retreat ; 
Discourse as if released, and safe at home, 
Of dangers past, and wonders yet to come ; 
And spread the sacred treasures of the breast 
Upon the lap of covenanted rest. Cowper. 



*^* The Editor acknowledges the receipt of a Communication from 

I 

'W — , dated Baltimore, 24th Mairch, and regrets that it arrived too late 
for insertion in this Number ; but it shall appear in the next. 

He has also been favoured with the <* Report of the Asbuiy Sunday 
♦School Society,** which shall be duly noticed. I 

Several original pieces are necessarily deferred. 
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8UNOAT SCHOOL AFFAIRS IN NEW-TORK. 

In two fbniier numbers of this Magazine, the Editor has io'* 
iroduced from the pages of the Religious Chronicle, some of the 
debates at the meetings of the Association of Teachers, on an 
important question. He is now desired to introduce the debate 
which preceded them ; and has only to regret that he was not 
favoured with it in time to be placed before them. He hopes, 
however, in future, to insert them from time to time as they oc» 
cur ; and has no doubt they will be prodaetire of much good, 
and be particularly interesting to Sunday School teachers. 

Question. ** What are the best means to indace perents of 
Sanday School children to patronize l^nday Schools, and to in- 
fluence them to co-operate with teachers V* 

This important question came before the monthly meeting of 
the teachers, on Wednesday, October 15th, 1823, when senti- 
ments were expressed in regard to it, to the following effect : 

The discussion was opened by a teacher, who remarked that 
the parents of Sunday School children comprised so many va- 
rious characters, that it was perhaps, impossible to apply any ge- 
neral rule with a hope of uniform success. He regarded them 
as divided into three classes : First, such as send their children 
from principle, with motives of conscience and interest, duly 
estimating the advantages offered by teachers ; these needed 
little or no persuasion to patronize or co-operate with them.-*- 
Second, such as were altogether opposed to the schools ; these 
irere difficult to dftal with. — Third, suck as were careless and 
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indifferent ; these were still harder to be won. But with eKh 
aod all of them, he thought, aa a general line of deportment in 
the course of visiting their homes, (which he assumed as a ne- 
ceMBiy point,) flattery* might be trusted to ai a means of gain- 
ing their good will, and consent to co-operate with tsachwi. 
To this erei^ heart wde in soooe way accessible. He ^d foand 
inVFiriahle success in the practice of it, and knew that to praia« 
the child was the shorleat way to the parent's heart. (In the 
course of subsequent debate, he was called on lo explaiti — when 
he desired to be understood in using tte term flattery, to mean 
that he presented every thing in regard to parents and cbildreo 
in the fairest and most pleasing light ; apd, as far as coniuteot . 
with truthj lo excuse and esculpate them.) He ferther remariE- 
ed, that he did not menn to delude, but used the term, aa oppo- 
sed to a usual and mistaken method of holding intercourse witfh 
parents by visiters of absentees and others, of harshly accwsBg. 
the children, and unconditionally condemning the pareMi. 
This, he thought, could only tend to au.effect contrary to that 
desired ; and he thought it wrong to seem to assume too mocfa, 
either in manner or expression—or to use such terms as thcaa, 
"your child gives us much trouble," " be is very bad," " but 
you must let us have our own way with him, we must and will 
make him better." Milder terms should b« used, if any goad 
result if hoped for. He should by no means advocate religious 
coDTersntion ; it might be in some cases useful, but it was idle 
think it would, generally, serve to influence careless and de- 
praved parents, to make their children the recipients of the 
bleuings.of Sunday School teachmg ; they thought too little of 
it, and felt less, lo most cases it would offiend, and might lend 
to render their minds still more averse to the schools. He had 

. * Tha wordjlallety was nsed by this speaker, u is partially ezplaia- 
ed below, in one t>[ its legitimate senses, that of a Boolhing and conci- 
liatory address : but ai^ars to have been understood b j the respondent 
in an acoeptation more usual, perhaps, and conveymg an idea tiadly 
soiled to flte character of Sunday Schools. As the fiiat speaker ob< 
served, he intended no more than is meant, in tfaescriptaral phrasetdn- 
gfi by becoming all thiBgs to all men, or, acconSng to our SannW^ 
4|WaaH(, being, while bmmkat as doves^ wise h serpents — Ed, Ch. 
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firaad that ifbe had any wholesome odfioe togiYe the parents, 
•ome other topic was more Ukdy to prepare the way for such 
obserfations. Teachers should adapt themselves to circumstan- 
ees ; cT€n trifles would entice parents and engage them to give 
attention to teachers, while perhaps faithful religious conversa- 
tioQ Blight rather tend to separate them. He had heen accus- 
tomed to hear the members of his class recite verses at home, 
•nd on such occasions would mske observationi on the matter 
recited. Parents and children at first were attentive, one from 
enriosity, the other from novelty. But the parents were soon 
Mtisfied, and with the children the novelty soon wore off ; and 
he had found that a greater influence might be gained over both, 
hj conversing with the former on the ordinary topics of life, and 
with the latter, by endeavouring to entice the attention and win 
4he heart by a suitable descant upon their playthings ; their 
whistle and their top. Temporal concerns were always near to 
them, and it was difficult to bring nigh spiritual ones, and futile 
to hope such measures would prove helps to engage the parents 
of Sunday School scholars to patronize the schools, or to engage 
Ae children to come to school, or to be attentive when there. 
The object was to induce them to come, and to incline them af- 
terwards to stay. He was decidedly of opinion that the best 
means of general application was a qualified flattery-^for parents 
and children might be enticed to unite with the schools when 
they could not be persuaded to it. 

A superintendent replied in the following terms : — He waa 
surprised to hear such sentiments as those expressed by the 
opener of the question, and must say he was decidedly opposed 
to his opinions. He spoke, he said, from experience ; and had 
always considered it his duty, as a Christian, and a Suoiday School 
teacher, to make religion *' the all in all." The Sunday School 
was a religious institution, and all its concerns should be con- 
ducted with reference to religion. This was the high aim of 
Sunday School institutions, and such was the important objects 
to present before parents and children ; and, in his mind, no- 
thing could present the institution to their view in a more favour- 
able light, or be more likely to engage their attention , than to 
portray to them ik% loveliness of that religion in which they 
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desired to inBtinct their children. He uid he wonld go to UwB^H 
and faithfully repreaent all iti boIudd realitieB, and ptaceilaei^— 
altedjoys io the most eng^ng new, and ia their truest coloan— 
He had always hoped and trusted Uiat such a caune waa mcaHH 
likely to attract attention, and to gain the hearts of parenti M^B 
children. On the coolrary, he thought it treachery to flatter ;^5 
he wasof opinion, that here, if any where, we should be honest ;^5 
we owed it to ourselves, to the parents, to the children, and to^a 
our God. He said he would, from the first, show them the n4^B 
conseqaenceB of the neglect of their required duties ; be em 
not sport and trifle with such momentous concerns ; be i 
plainly, and honestly, tell the parents the awful conseqaeocav 
of n^lect ; he would persuade them of the value of the insti— 
tation, would strive to convince them that it was needful llisf 
the teachers should have an absolute controul over their cUt- 
drea. He would faafetbem plainly understand that ii 
the care of their children, he must and would have the n 
over tbem. He would certainly express the tenderesi interest 
jbr the wel&re of children and parents ; he felt and knew that 
die worst of them could but respect the teacher, when they bo> 
held bim thus careful and vigilant ; thus faithful in the discharge 
of the offiae undertaken. He would take every opportunity of 
pressing reli^ous subjects home upon the minds and hearts of 
both pa.reiita and children. He thought he should be wantii^ 
id his most essential duties, as a soperinlendent and teacher, if 
be should ever pursue any other course. 

As an illustration of the practical effect of such measures, with 
even entire strangers, he adduced the following anecdote : — He 
had seen four idle boys playing about the docks ; had accosted, 
them and i&quired if they attended Sunday School ; on their re- 
plying in tne negative, he told them the importance of it, and 
ui^ed their attendance as needful for their good, and as their so- 
lemn duly. They were respectful and attentive — gave their 
name!^ and r«sidences. Their parents were dealt with in the 
i- same way ; the importance of the 9ubject was candidly told them, 
VaT and the consequences of neglect — both parents and children 
fff were gajneil, and they are yet in the care of the Sunday School. 
He thought such an exposure of the views and sentiments of 



lMi61ifln wonld geBerall; b« folloved by.tbe nme mnlts. He 
Mdweqnently expluned that th« liae of condacl ia tha taWrcoatM 
ivith paientB be bad adrocated, could not be supposed to indade 
every other. It was both bis ventimeiits and practice, lo make 
aveiy necessary inquiry on other topics, ia the coune of viti- 
tetion to the parentsr- bnt be was decidedly opposed to flattery 
in any shape. 

Aootber superintendent remarked, that be thou^t highly of 
Uie aeDtiments first ofi'ered on the subject, and thought be could 
apeak feelingly of them ; be was himself a parent, and knew 
bow powerful was the influence of flattery — no parent can re- 
aiat it. He tbonght with the first speaker, that it was among the 
best means of gainii^ an ascendancy over the minds of both 
parents and children connected with Sunday Schools. We are 
warranted, he said, in such a measure while we had the gospel 
precept to be " wise as serpents and harmless as doves." He 
tiiought it justifiable, and that good results would flow from the 
'practice of it. He remarked, that every kind inquiry in regard 
to the concerns of their families was flattering to them, and 
teachers could not be too particular in this respect. He w«ild 
hare the minutest inquiries made, the ages of the children, even 
to the infant in the mother's arms, and espreM in interest in all 
their home concerns ; it might seem trifling, but b^ knew it 
would engage the parents' afi'ectiont ; and he was of opinion 
that the course pointed out on this head by the first speaker walk, . 
well adapted to the purpose, and the result would be favourable." 
Another superintendent remarked, that he was pleased to find 
ao opposition of opinion ; it would lead to a closer inve^tigiition 
of a gnbject, than which none was more important for the ad- 
vancement and prafiperity of Sunday SciiooU. He thought that 
the manner in wbiph the [iresent question was framed, indiciited 
a change in the design of Sundiiy School teaching ; yet doubt~ 
less when the happy thought Gi-st glanced upon the mind of their 
benevoleot founder, his view was Teformalion : he desired to 
give a moral elevation to the heart, by enlightening the mind 
through elementary instruction. He stated, as the interesting 
fact is related, it was in the summer of 17G3, that the pious Ro- 
tbert Raikes stood talking with the wife of a gardener, for whom 
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be was leanng direction, when they were repeatedly and rude- 
ly iaterrnpted by abMd of wicked and idle boys. He ioqiiired 
why they were seemiDgly so neglected. The answer of thii 
poor woman decided tbe future blesiting of millions — ah, sir, 
afae replied, could you e«e them on a Sunday, when there are 
raany more, and ■ buodred times worse, you wguld pity then 
indeed. He inquired, wh^t can be done for them? is there 
«oy ooe who would teacd them on Sunday ? One was pointed 
out. His eipQDsive taiti4 doubtless felt all the weight and im- 
|Kirtance of the object, though he knew he shmild have to con* 
tend with all tbe opposition of ignorance and bigotry, yet he de- 
eded to try the experiment. It was a hapjiy and successfal Ofle 
— <ncb was the design and establishment of the first Sunday 
School ; and we are told, that for the fifteen successive years no 
less than 4000/. sterling were expended in teachers' aulariei 
alone. But whila such noble benefactLons were bestowed to 
SBppty the poor and ignorant with inslmction, for purposes of 
temporal good, the beam of Christian pliilaulhropists were 
opened to administer to their spiritual ignorance and poverty, 
and to give gratuitous relijiioua instruction to the children of the 
sdioola thus founded. This was a hnppy era, witb these high 
aims in view. We soon hear new inquiries on this deeply in- 
teresting subject, and thus it is that we find questions like the 
present agitated, " How sfaall parents be influenced to patronize 
Sunday Schools, and co-operate with teachers ?" He said he 
"entirely coincided with the first opinions advanced, and strongly 
insisted on personal intercourse with parents, not such as bad in 
the earliest period been the usage of school?, by inviting them 
to weekly meetings at the school room or lectures at the church 
from the pastor, or requiring the parents on introducing tbe 
child to appeur at the schuol to converse with (he superintend- 
ent, but the happier, and more succeasftd plan of local visita- 
tion, by which the teacher was brought to the homes of scholars, 
where without reserve or disguise they might observe their 
characters and disipositions ; on the firut he observed, the pa- 
rents came to the po'it of the teachers, and sought him occupied 
in his diiti<js and fulfilling the obligation he had assumed in tbeir 
bKhalf— the parents might feel themselves practising iheir owa 
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ioties. This was not se likely to promote the great object of 
tKe teacher to gain inflnence ; the other could bat appear to the 
fMureotSy an act apart from the duties of his office, find an evi- 
dence of a cordial interest in their welfare, suob visits would 
clakn a higher gratitude and win their confidence. Yet he was 
of opinion that these visits should be cautiously made, and 
•troo^y advocated the sentiments of the first speaker. He 
knew that religious topics were too often and too unreasonably 
insisted upon. He was sincerely impressed with all the vast 
importance of the salvation of the soul and the value of religious 
exhortation, but such advances should be made progressively by 
Sunday School teachers. 

He had not in bis experience found it useful as a means of 
obtaining influence over the parents but in few cases, on the 
contrary, it hindered the work. He had visited more than 400 
iuniiies, and estimated that one out of ten uughi be profited by 
it ; while he believed by the opposite course the same happy 
results would at last issue with regard to many. In support of 
this assertion, he stated that in the district in which his visits 
igrere made, some pious individuals had attempted an experiment 
of Chalmers* plan of localities. They had visited a family con- 
nected with the school ; had reproved them of neglect of reli- 
gious duties, and had earnestly exhorted them to attend on gos- 
pel means. After a very short time they discontinued their 
exertions in the whole dbtrict they had marked out. Their vi** - 
sits had been received by the family referred to with civility^ .^■ 
bot little heeded. He was of opinion that if the same course 
had been pursued by the conductors of the school, it would 
have given offence and hindered their progress with the scho- 
lars. - .Subsequently this family has much improved in its con- 
dition. More than a year has passed since the circumstance oc- 
curred, and the mother is now a member of the church to which 
the school is attached. He thought that these pleasing circum- ''^ 

stances, under the blessing of God, owed their origin to the va- 
rious influence of the Sunday. School to which the family had 
been connected five years, rather than to Visitation on the plan 
of Chalmers referred to above. He considered visiting their ^ 
Jboines under such precautions as to religious exhortations, as 
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andoiibtedly the beit meaai adapted to general c i re um stances to 
tDflpence either pareata or children ; and ciiialttieil flatter; ad- 
dressed bojh to parents and children wiis certnJnly cousisteot 
with the rectitude required in the character of a SunHay School 
teacher. He thought the most suitable points for remarks of this 
kind nere the dispositions and capacities of the children. Ca<i' 
tion sboold be exercised, however, in all cases lo keep within 
prudent bounds — should they mistrust the teacher in one thing, 
they would in all. He recommended the practice of all that bad 
hetb advanced relative to this point 

Another superintendent observed, that religious exhortations 
frequently lead to difference on sectarian poioL" ; this was to be 
avMded, as the schools embraced all denominations of Christians. 
Nominal Christians, even, were tenacious in these things. He 
.personally knew that with some denominations, such measures 
OB the part of teMerfl, so far from gaining the object pointed 
ont in the question under discnssion, would certainly disengage 
parents and children from the influence of the school. It was 
certainly best to defer such measures till parents and children 
were hound by the best and strongest ties to the schoul, then 
such steps might^be taken with safety. He would incline at 
first ■|(i speak on any other topic. He jfarticularly urged that 
all caution should be used in flattering either parents or chil- 
dren. Teachers should be honest and faithful — their success 
depended on it. 

Here the discussion closed, and on a call for the next question 
in order, it was resolved that the discussion of the above ques- 
tion which had been but partially considered, be continued at 
the next meeting. 



ON EBIDLATION. 

[To Ihe ediror of (be Amer, S. S. T. MegBzine.] 

Baltimwe, March 24, 1834. 
Sm — Perceiving in the last number of yonruscfal Magazine, 
a communication signed " A Sondaj School Teacher," calling 
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vpon some one of your correspondents to answer this qnestion^ 
** Ought Sabbath School Teachers to encourage their scholars to 
the performance of their duties in the school by exciting emu* 
lotion, or by any other means than by those arguments which 
spring from their duty to God ?*' I feel myself at liberty, as a 
teacher, to express my opinion, and .(if it be in my power) to 
throw seme light upon a system which he thinks ** defeats the 
oljlject it aims to accomplish." Should you, upon perusal, think 
nbiy observations worthy of insertion, you will much oblige a 
subscriber by publishing them ; and in considering the above 
modes of encouragement, I shall endeavour to do it as briefly as 
possible, in order to leave room for something more useful. 

The husbandman after having cleared a piece of ground, next 
ascertains what the strength of it is : if he finds it strong, he 
cultivates it e^cordingly ; if, on the contrary, he finds it weak and 
light, he sows therein such seed as it will be able to bear, and 
in. the mean time makes use of the best method of gradually 
bringing it into sach a state as to produce the best fruits. So it 
is with the Sunday School Teacher ; he should consider the 
ground he has to cultivate in this labour of love as the last 
mentioned ; and in my opinion, in order to strengthen it, he 
should begin by bringing into action that principle of virtue 
which is most easily acted upon, and then gradually to unfold 
maturer duties. 

The great objection I have to that proposed is, the difficulty 
of enforcing it, and its being partial in its operations. If it is 
difikult for parents to make their children come to the sabbath 
school, — if it is difficqlt even.while there to convince them that 
they come for their own good, &c., how much more difficulty nay 
improbable, to make them sensible of the obligations which they 
lie under to their Maker ; I say how improbable it is by such 
arguments to make them pursue a course of conduct which both 
rewards and punishments on some of them have failed to accom-< 
plish. It is true, we ought to exercise a prayerful reliance on 
«< the Giver of all good" to aid us in our labours ; but when you 
. cast your eyes around, and observe the number engaged in teach* 
ing, you will find many that are not praying Teachers, that know 
not themselves their duty to Oody and bow can they teach others 
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that nhicb they do not know? With respect to them, therefore, 
jou must perceive your ay alem to be partinl in its operation. 
Again ; it is only by extending the priDciple your aystem incul- 
cates, thai you will perceive it may with equal propriety be ap- 
plied to thtr distribution of premiums (I allude to books) or rewards 
of any kind ; it is in my opinion tlic same principle which excite* 
s child to learn his lesaons as to obtain premiums — in a word, to 
behave as we would wish him, only on a larger scale, that is to 
receive tickets. I would not imply that il is the value of the ticket 
that gratifies him — that he thinks as much of tickets as of tha 
book ; no, but it assures him, as it were, that he has done rights 
thereby exciting emotions which none of us are strangers 'to ,■ 
emotions that whisper peace to the troubled in the severest hout 
of trial. The great advantages which the present system has, ii 
that of caUing into action a principle peculiarly suitable to the 
youthful mind — I mean emulation; destroy this, and you are 
likely to make him an easy prey to the worst of vices. Cast your 
eye upon the boy who is void of this principle, and see what 
crimes he is guilty of— see how neglectful he is of his lessons ; 
why ? because he cares not whether he is at the head or foot of 
fais class: observe what little respect he pays to teacher or super* 
■ntendiint ; why ? because he would as williugly stand on tha 
bench as sit in it — all sense of emulation is gone from him, and 
the -airong u as good to him as the right. Another advantage IfaJl 
aystem has, is that of pointing out to youths in a manner wbick 
tkes can comprehend the difference between rigid and virong; if 
they do right, tbey receire tickets or premiuoui ; if they ^o 
wrong, tbey are punished as they desierve. 

I shall cODckide with observing, that the greatest disadvan* 
t^e which may arise from this system is, that of being loo Itifral 
with the reward, thereby rendering it less valuable than it was 
intended; bat this is the fault of the Teacher, and not ofthfl 
_ system, and may be obviated. 1 wogld caution all Teachers 
^inst this careUtmess ; advising them, that when they reward 
their scholars^ tbey ought to point out to them, that " whoso 
doeth ligbt shall in nowise lose his reward." 

I an, sir, ^c. W. 
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SVMAT iSGHOOL TRACTS. 

LiTTLB RoBEKT^ First Day at the Sunday SchooL By the author of 
«< The Teabher's Farewell.** LoDdon, 1823. Repuhliahed hy G. C. 
Morgan, Pearl-Street, Franklio-Square. 

The Sunday Scholars' Mag^ine, No. 7. Dec. 1823. Published by G. 
C. Morgan, 563 Pearl-Street 

These small publications are excellent, with one exception as 
to the English publication of Little Robert,; which exception 
does not apply to the American edition ; and we are glad to se€ 
tbat this is undoubtedly good, and can be safely recommend- 
ed. It gives an interesting statement of the introduction of the 
Son of a Woodman to a Sundny Sehool : of the conduct of pious 
tukd judicious Teachers in it : the manner in which the Scrip- 
tiEres were explained, with the characters of several of the chil- 
Aren; some excellent addresses and hjmns. 

The only objection we have to the En^ish edition is, that it 
contains an aceount. of ^n expulsion of a scholar from the school 
m such bad conduct as had rendered the poor boy who was ex- 
fefied the terror of the ether scholars, and defrayed every feeHng 
4tf'€iff€ct%<m in thoie who had taught him. This, although origi- 
nating in the best motives, is certainly injudicious, and cannot be 
infficiently deprecated. The American editor has adopted a 
better course : the offender is pnnishedj but not expelled: he is 
suspended from the privilege of the school for a month, but was 
not to remain neglected : his Teacher ** would yet follow him to 
his home, and with friendly advice hoped to overcome his angry 
passicms, and reform him from his vicious ways.^' This is as it 
should be. 

^he Sunday Scholars* Magazine is (so iar as we hare seen 
k) well conducted, and calculated to be extensively useful. We 
are sorry, however, (for it is painful to us to find fault) that the 
editor has incautiously allowed himself to write with levity in one 
tnstsmce when alluding to the Holy Scriptures ; (see page 106) 
although the general tendency of the little volame is to promote 
rererence for that sacred book We hope if the Magazine 
should be reprinted, this will be corrected ; for under do cir- 
cumstances, nor fi)r any consideration whitterer, should we ven- 
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tune to speak of any portion of the sacred writings but with the 
• profouodeEt reverence as the Word of God. 



The following anecdote related by a superintendent of one of 
our Sunday Schools, is r striking instance of the folly and super- 
stition that too frequently arise from want of instruction, and no 
small ai^ument in favour of Sunday Schools, whereby the ntiiidi 
of the rilling generation may he enlightened, and absurdities so 
shocking, be prevented from admission, or eradicated, if th^ 
have been taught by silly parents or nurses. 

" A few days ago" (said the narrator) " i visited the family of 
3 mechanic, whose child attended our Sunday School; 'the 
whooping cough was prevalent in the neighbourhood in which 
they resided: their youngest child was very ill. I asked the 
mother how her infant was ; the replied she had no hopes of its 
recovery. 1 asked if the doctor said it could not recover ; she 
Implied no, but that she had tried a remedy which her mother 
had recommended to her, and it had failed. I then inquired what 
it was ; " Why," said she, " 1 took a live spider, put it into a 
thimbte, sealed it up, tied it to a piece of black ribbon, and huDg it' 
zound my child's neck ; my mother told me if I did not open it, 

. and if at the end of nine days the spider was aliTe, my babe would 
certaiuly. recover. But the second day atler I tried it, my child 
became so bad that I opened the thimUe to see if the spider wai 
alive, and (as ] expected) the «pider was dead, and I am sore taj 
poor babe will die too." 

This afforded an opportunity to the superintendent to eipose 
the folly and absurdity of superstition^ and to teach the parent, 
that instead of sacrificing her child to it by neglecting the proper 
means for its recovery, she should resort to those means imroe- 

. diately, nith prayer to the Great Disposer of life and death, that 
be would restore her child, ^in his infinite wisdom and mercy he 
■hould be pleased to do go^~'>' 

This opportuaity would, not have ogcorred but thiof!^ the 
medium of the Sunday School. 
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INSTRUCTIONS TO THE CONDUCTORS OF, SUNDAY SCBOOX.S. • <. 

[To the editor of the Amer. S. S. T. Magazine.] 

Although you have given to your highly interestiug publi* 
cation the well deserved title of '* A Journal of Education," yet 
it seems from the communications received, that its readers^ sup- 
pose it a journal of Sunday School education only ; yet its pages, - 
1 think, will be as useful to him who educates his children pri- 
rately and to the tutor, as to those who educate their children in 
our Sunday Schools, and to their teachers. Having a class of 
Sunday School scholars under my charge who read in the bibl^, 
1 made inquiry in one of your early nunybers for the best method 
of condu^ng such a class^ both for the management of the scho- 
lars, and conduct of the teacher, and the means most likely to 
iiifluence their conduct, and attach them to the school. Much 

. ioiformation in^regard to these points has been given in subse- 
quent numbers, particularly in the paper of your correspondent 
H., ** on regulating Sunday Schools," and the late discussions bj 
the association of teachers. The plan that society has adopted in 
admitting debates, must have a happy effect on their schools ; 

. but the instruction derived from these papers have not entirely 
met my views ; it is good and desirable so far as it goes; but the 
matter of my inquiry was for a detailed plan of the operations and 
discipline of a class durii^ the hours of school, and the duties of 
the teacher in other respects. Since my question was proposed, 
I have heefi so fortunate as to obtain a manuscript, entiUed 
*^ instructions to tht conditctors of our Sunday SchoqL*^ It seems to 
exhibit concisely, y^t minutely, the whole duty of the -Sunday 
School teacher. I have been highly gratified in reading this 
manual, and esteeming its instructions useful, and meeting the 
object of my inquiries more than any thing I have yet seen, I 
send ypu the f(^llowiBg extract from that part which is addressed 
to the teachers of a class. I do not offer it as the best plan of ma- 
naging a class, but because it is a specimen.of Je^mVed instructions 

* for the management of a class at a Sunday School. I would re- 
mark that this school pursues ihe excellent plan of giving each 
teacher a copy of these instructions, signed by the pastor on 
enyU^iog the schooL Should you esteem the insertion of this use- 
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ful , 1 will, at some other tinie, give farther eztncts r^ttin W the 
duties of superiDtendents, Tisitors, hmI comnuttee of the icImvI, 
and hope it (fill {pve rise to more hints on these snbj/ecti intbe. 
Game minute and femUiar style, than nhich Dooeii better asitad^ 
to initiate young teachera into their duties, and to guide then to 
•accessfiil practice. > 

A Sunday SdtoolTeadm'. ■. 
April, 14, 1824. [ ; 

IHSTR1TCTI0ITS TO A. B. of SCHOOL. 

StK — Having signed' the- coDstitiiti on of this Society, yon will 
WHDply nithtbe following regulations in the performance of yonr 
iaty as a teacher of our school : 

" LieiO'D the names of the boys in the class yua are to instruct, 
MkI th^i m^e introductory visits lo thep^irents of each of tbeu 
m company with ^le superintendent ; and as Ihe greatest part of 
the infineDce yon will possess depends upon these subsequeot 
vioita, you matt by no means omil them. Visit the absentees 
waciUji.) should any be sick, continue to visit them until they re- 
turn. At your teistire, promote a friendly intercourse with the 
parents and children at their homes. Over the first, it will en- 
able yoQ to acquire a very happy influence for their moral and 
religioas improvemeol, while it wilt give every facility to the 
siaDf^ement and instruction of the latter at the schools ; as yon 
will by this means possess a knowledge vei? usefnl to you, that 
of knowing their attainments, circumstances, habits, and dispo- 
wtioua. Touwill soon perceive the importance of this advan- 
tage, which can only be appreciated wh^n obtained. In the first 
visits, prvdenee and ditcretion will be required to gain, if possi* 
hie, the good will and co-operation of the parents ; be careful 
to give no offence, as any un&vourable prejudice, on the minds 
of parents or scholar, may greatly embarrass your exertions, and 
perhaps prove the means of removing them for ever from yovr 
j^re. Id all your social intercourse at their homes, be kind add 
affable, and net over zealous; attend regtdarly and PDNCTUALLr ; 
your EXAMPLE will prove yonr be»t Ution^ and one thnt will need 
no mtplaaation. Voii tre required to attend at five minutesbe- 
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tatfe 9 At ■. and 6 DUBntes before 1 f. h. When you arrive at the 
place of imtractiMi, |o t^mtdinuly to your claii, saluting 
tiw- childreai before hangiui up your hat, and rrom the Gra( 
moment jon are at your itation, be vigilaut and firm in 
jroor ■ discipline. Vigilanee, be asiured, is the Btroi^est 
arm of your fOTerument ; iu this neTer relax, until bj 
your penererance and unremitted attention you have caused 
tbem to acquire habits of silence, atteutioa, and good order. 
Too must not leave yonr class without 'informing the auper- 
intendent, nor allov the scholars to retire from the school- 
room without reierence to him, or the general monitor of 
order. HaTe your omi particular ifoftm in the class, and do 
Mot leave it except on some call of duty, decommand regulari^ 
at yoar post will greatly influence the scholars at theirs; each 
^ whom bariDg a seat assigned them on joining the school, you 
■mat not permit them to change it, nor another to occopy it in 
ttteir absence. Before the opening 6f the school, appoint a meM 
mnger or monUor for the day, whose duty it shall be to carry 
aivy message of your's to the superintendent, to take cbai^e of 
your books, and attend to other cares ofyonrclass. Duringthe 
opening exercises of tbe school, maintain silence and order ib 
yonr class, and at the signal given £>r tbe commencement of 
the class exercises, call tbem to order by the word " attention 1'' 
rise — (they stand,) " sit down," (they sit down,] then address- 
ing yonr monitor — say" hand die books;" let them await tbe 
Older to read, whicb should be " books before you;'' tbes 
" Apen your books at—cbap. — verse: In the momi^ read tbe 
scriptnrea in rotatiMi, and in tbe aAemoon, select portions of the 
s(»iptureB, parables and histories; they are to rise when they 
read, and in order to fix their attention, call tiiem to read wiib- 
out any regular order, so that no boy (to nse tbeir own 
expression) may know the verse that will come to him. The 
morning will be tbe better part of the day to hear them 
recite ; let none recite more than 30 verses at one recitation i 
the portion selected shoald be short, and previously wtU attidied-; 
tbe whole portion being read by each scbolsr, it will then be a 
saitable time for catechetical instraction, which you may some- 
tinMf allow to be conducted by tb«stfselv«s ; whicb mod* will 
both fix their alteatioa' and incite them to exercise their minds. 
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From their practice you will learn the moat suitable manner of 
framing your queutions to them. After the nhole tessOD bai 
been examined on, make such esphinatory remarks as the aub- 
ject may ilemand. This portion should be given (hem to learn 
by rote, the ensuing Sabbath ; they will then have committed 
to memory such portions as they b:ve had explained, and con- 
sequently are more likely to understand. At the signal for clo- 
sing the school, let your order be u3 at first," Books be fore- you ;" 
and to the monitor, " Collect books." He will then pass through 
the class, takirig each book, which must be put by him into the 
box. Let the class lake their hats one by one, and in your turn 
lead them out of the school-room rank and (ile ; in the afternoon 
when (he exercises of the class are clothed, give each deserving 
child that has attended all day, one ticket of good behaviour. 

'■ Let your conduct before the class be blameless ; if is yoor 
example more ihan your precept that will always influence the 
children. The following rule proposed by an excelient writer 
on education (Babington) nil! always be found useful : " Act 
" before your children, whenever you are with Ihem, in the same 
" manner as ynu would were all the world to be looking on." 
Some teachers are so indiscreet in their conduct towards their 
children, and act in such a way before them, that if they had 
b6en interrupted, (hey could but have felt the blush of ingeoa- 
ous sbame, ready to escuse themselves to the observers, for- 
getting that their children themselves were the nicest observers 
and the most important spectntors to be influenced by their de> 
portment. 

■ N. B. Upon tkete principles yoa are forbidden to carry a rod or 
stick iu the school ; neither lo kick or pinch the children ;' 
Dor to pull their ears or their hair : the effect of such punish- 
ments is to the highest degree injurious ; and degrading to both 
teacher and scholar. Be mild and condescending — meek and 
patient — ever watchful and ready to act with firmness and deei' 
lion ; experience niay probably suggest many things not antici- 
pated in these instructions, yet you will adopt no new plan with- 
out the concurrence of the superintendent ; be studious and 
diligent during the week to prepare matter for the instruction of 
your c\amm Sundays ;' an^'Qod speed you and make you dm- 
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ful ia thia godd work., With affectionate regard in behalf o^ 
S. School. 

J. W. Sec*ry. Signed (- ) Pastor. 

^ To — — A. B. of- — S. School. 



DUTY OF SELF-DENIAL. 

* [Tp the Editor of the Amer. S. S. T. Af agazine.] 

It is.ootisistent with the character of the Holy Author of oar 
beipg, as a God perfect in justice, that although infinite mercy is 
tiso his attribute, no good shall be attained by unrighteous man^ 
but through sacrifice ; and such in all things is the divine econo- 
my in regard to this present evil life ; for although it is his hea- 
venly purpose to bless a sinful world, it can only be by a pro- 
pitiation for sin, and his purpose is in Christ Jesus; — The sacri' 
fice of God — ^for if he gives eternal life, it is by the gift of His Son, 
who waSv by a sacrifice of himself, once offered up, to reconcile 
file Father, and obtain gifts for men, even that God might dwell 
,among them, grant forgiveness of] sins, and *< open the Kingdom 
of Heaven to all believers." We therefore find that in the dis- 
pensation of this His Grace, the same pure terms of justice 
prevail in all the works of redem|(tion : it is the golden rule of 
His unalterable righteousness, (justice) and the link that unites 
it to his tinchanging^mer^y — ere eternal life is obtained,' an in- 
finite sacrifice mu§kt«be made \ and although the inheritance is 
^ purchased by Him who ** is smitten for our transgressions," 
yet the gracious Hand of Mercy bestows not the treasures of His 
Love, until the requirements of justice are met, and the sinner 
attains not to that '' peace that passetb all understanding" until 
the bitterness of repentance has possessed his soul; and even 
when gathered among the family of God, he advances not to the 
benefits and enjoyments of divine light and life, but* by the same 
righteous dealings from a merciful Providence, who by chastise- 
tnenty causes his children to yield the peaceable fruits of righte- 
ousness. " Having endured j^^ they are said to inherit the pro- 
mises, " they are crucified to the world," that they may be 
«« quickened iatbe Spirit" — *' they ed^me a great fij^t of a£Sic- 
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tion," that they may receiye "(he abundant blesaiiigs of the 
Gospel of Peace :" such nre ihe terms of his grmil salvation, who 
has declared it his good will aoil pleasure, " that He remember- 
eth his covenant of mercy for ever ;" but at the satne time He 
ehaatiaeth every son he receiveth — He visits their " tr.insgreasion 
with the rod, and their iniquities with stripes -." hiding his face 
for u little " while, that He Bnay return with everlasling kind- 
ness" — thus teaching his people that it is " good lo be afflicted," 
" that they may be partakers of his holiness" — and he causei 
them to know that " when they are Judged of God they are chi»- 
tised, that they be not condemned wilh the world," and " that 
they thall reign wilh Christ if so be they sufer with him," and 
" through much tribulation thfiy must enter the kingdom." We 
see also the same economy unfolded in regard^lo God's beloreJ 
people under a typical dispensation ; for it was only by the t*> 
conciliation effected through sacrifice, that Ihey held the promise 
of any heavenly or temporal inheritance ; every present or an* 
ticipated blessing was secured lo [hem, only by their " ■acri- 
fices offered up year by year continually," for they made "a 
covenant with him by sacrifice." Considering this divine role, . 
can the Christian philanthropist vainly hope to fulfil the benign 
purposes which his heart holds dear, wilftotif naerifice ? Can be 
hope to reach the pure object of his benevolent desires, for 
._ which the " love of Christ conatraincth him to labour," wilhoBt 
** deayii^ himself?" Rather let bim, " while he censiders the 
poor and needy," and seeks to bless his fellow man, view (hie 
pattern that has passed into the beav&nt — He. who went ri>dat 
doing good in the wtrfwranc* of every evil ; healing the sick and 
the brokeA in heart," and causing the widow and flitherlesa to 
rejoice, yeathrough weeping and '-groaning in spirit;" tbrou^ 
hungering, thirsting and watchings, amidst the revitings oftoen. 
Let him consider " the man of sorrows," as through accnmolatii^ 
conflicts be encompassed fbe land of Judea, that he might in' 
struct his Uifid and ignorant brethren of Israel ; and would b« 
follow in tht stepe of his Divine M«gter, let him remember the 
wisdom of bis lips, " and first Hi Aowd and count the cost,^ 
CTbfae goetii aboilt to do good, kntf^Mbtitbat good can only bfe 
Mcimplidwd t^ 10^07 painfid p«nMpiBcri6t»9, it will caB 
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jfer 4mij«H8 Upuelfi evep to 41 parti^.«i|ir«ii4er of the exalte4 

priTileg^ uf tb^ doup^bpld of 0ie faitbfai, and " aod the pleasant 

tbipi^ of t)i« fl^uictti^ry ;*' a&d although hi« heart and his flesh 

loty oat Ibf* ^h^ hyipg Gpd, ** yal: let him be ever ready freely 

to giv9, {US be has freely received ;'' let bim leara to he a 

" cheerful giver," to do good and distribute, foi^ettiog not, 

knowing that " with such saeri^ces God is well pleased." These 

remarks very forcibly apply to all who are engaged in the self- 

/denying bihoar of Sabbath day teaching, qnd to such only as are 

engaged in its pursuits ^re its hard and peculiar trials known; an4 

I think that nuich of their discouragement apd reluctance to go 

jon in the w^rk is for want of such views as I have here taken of 

|]ie subject : I would exhort them carefully and daily tp meditate 

.•pthe preceptfrom the mouth of zealous Paul, inviting them '^ to 

^ok to Jesus," and lest they faint or be weary in their minds, 

|o ..consider Him ** who endured'^ — that he mi^t ful^ the 

furpo$£of his love, Such considerations having often cheered 

jmy own heart auddst the contradictions *' of sinners.'* 

,1 desire to stir up the mind of my fellow teachers to this godly 

inense of works of £utb and love, and to enlarge their hopes, have 

thought it useful to offer (;he following extract of a letter from 

.the parent of a S^ SL scholar to his teacher, two years after bis 

{Separation from the school : it is placing the object in a most 

jcheeriog light ; let S. S. teachers be encouraged, yea reJQice 

j^nd be glad, while they can be assured that they inay i^ope for 

such blessings and such prayers as are comprised in the pious 

lines of the humble writer of this letter. I would farther re- 

inark, that 1 know there are family altars where the S. School 

is daily remembered^ and heavenly blessings called down on S. 

*S. Teachers : let them from such prayers hope to obtain strength 

.for their feeble hands to prevail amidst their toils and contests, 

^ those who held up the hands of Moses assisted him to prevaiil 

.jigainst the strength of Amalek. [Ex. 1 7.] I trust that the pattern 

jpointed out in this extract will be acknowledged as .a model that 

all pious S. S. Teachers should emulate ; it may also hint (and 

^od grant it) to such Christians of pie.ty and talents as are yet 

:8tandipg without-T4o go find do Ukewise, enter into the yine- 

ywd ; be thi^ LpxdVi Jipb|tt»dmen, fuad '' spread the g9speV^ — 
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iDstruciiDg babes into the kingdom of Christ ; " hioderiiig then 
r not," but taking them up in their arms to bless them." The 

extract is a precise transcript ; I hope jou will not omit any of 
it, for the spirit of it is such as I am sure nill do mach good to 
the heart. Timothy. 

April 15, 1824. 

EXTRACT. 

" My dear friend, prompted by duty and the love we owe so 

I worthy a friend, whose goodness wc can never forget nor reflect 
upon, but nith gratitude and admiration, and with thankfulness; 
to that great and merciful God. from whom alone all our mercies 
flow, I undertake once more to write a few lines to you to in- 
form you, tlmt through the blessing of God, I und my dear chil- 
dren are still living, and at present enjoy a tolerable share of ; 

* health, which we hope you are likewise blessed with ; and may 
jour hfe be prolonged, since it is a life so useful, and may my 
dear children, with hundreds more, have reason lo bless God 

, for such a friend and teacher, who hath given them such good 
advice and instruction, and who has been at so much pains to do 
tbem good, and may the Lord reward you a thousand fold ; and 
now my dear friend, my children are deprived of their Sunday 
Bchool ; they haVe no &ther to guide them, neither is it in my 
power, at present, to send them to any school ; therefore I hope 
my deaafsiend, you may find more time to write to ns than yon 
have done, that you may ^ve them good advice and instractton, 
^ which they stand so much in need of, and may they long remem- 

ber their beloved teacher, and may you go on in the work of the 
Lord — may you see your labours prosper, and may they be 
sroffued with success. My dear friend, when I reflect on what 
you bare done, and are doing daily, for the ipread of the gospel — 
for the cause of the Redeemer, and for the good of mankind, 
I think you must feel as happy as this life will admit of. I ha're 

^ often' thought, my d^ar friend, that you were a follower of St 
Paul, BS he was of Christ : what zeal, what love, what ansiety, 
what watchftiluess — yea, what vehement desire do you not feel 
for those who are entrusted to your t^sv ; and may you reap 
Ac just reward in a land of endless r^poec. I have long baen . 
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anxioas to hear from you, and hoped for a letter. Oh ! that the 
Lord may direct my steps. Dear sir, remember us ia^ypur 
prayers, and do not fail writing us the first opportunity. 



ANNIVERSARY OF PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL SUNDAY SCHOOLS, 

NEW-YORK. 

The Serenth Anniversary of the Protestant Episcopal Sunday 
Schools was celebrated at St. Paiil's chapel, in New- York, on 
the afternoon of the 20th of April, 1824. A numerous and re- 
spectable auditory witnessing the interesting occasion ; nearly 
1500 children and adults of the schools were present in charge 
of their respective teachers, (probably 150.) The exercises 
were impressive and appropriate. The lively interest .excited 
by such celebrations was evident from the numerous attendance 
of the schools from Bloomingdale and Brooklyn : the Rev. H. 
U. Onderdonk, Pastor of the Episcopal Church at the latter 
place, read the church service, and was followed by the Rev. 
Mr. Lyell, in a suitable and gratifying address. He remarked — 
*^the spectacle presented to the Christian eye, was such as 
might well rejoice the heart and call forth gratitude and praise. 
Seeing that the children of poverty and ignorance were snatched 
ftomi the snares of vice and the ruins of siq, and their.feet early 
guided into the safe and pleasant paths of wisdom and^ peace. 
This was important — early instruction was invaluable — for ig- 
norance is the triumph of the insidious enemy of souls. His 
kingdoHEi was ^' the kingdom of darkness." He recurred to the 
golden age of wisdom — the celebrated period of the philosophic 
schools, when id9latrous Greece and Rome advanced under 
their influence to civilizstion^ virtue, and morality ; yet while 
covered with the glory of earthly wisdom, *' gross darkness co- 
yered the people :" ** they knew not Goci. "—^But behold here 
the happy contrast : see the handmaids of religjion leading to 
spiritual instruction, the invaluable blessings of such institutions, 
the benignity of their influence is their best eulogium. To the 
pious teachers he would .say, their office was honourable as it 
was interesting ; and though arduous, yet their meeknes? and 
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fNitiepce, and their alms would be remembered-^befiireGei. He 
h^cyjiieady given them to see the success of these benevelwt 
abd Christian efforts ; and as they felt the coosoliog^eBJojoieiili 
Jp iof the religiQD of the Redeemer in their own bosoms, tkey well 
could estimate the value of the instruction they imparted ; thej 
would not only feel the obligation of bestowing it on the ignorant^ 
bat it would become also the gladness of their hearts. To your 

adult pupils how pre-eminent the blessing — how pleasant the 

1, 

hope of immediate success ; it was Jjiere ; it was such, who would 
soon be coming to their pious teachers, exclaiming in the Smt' 
guage of the gospel, '' I was bHnd^ but n(yw I see /" Henoticedthe 
improvement and increase of the schools : three had been added, 
an^many enlarged. 

TB^^-^erwice, on this occasion, was rendered doubly deligbtfidf 
'bf^^lKJudicious selection of the. lessons read, being the beaii^ 
^|@f tjMLfS of Proverbs, and a portion of the 18th of St. lUtthev : 
* ■ -j^ ilpiAt indifferent heart must have felt the force of th^ wise 
^faian^s commendation of wisdom : '* Wisdom is the principeliUiiilf ; 
therefore, get wisdom, and with all thy getting^ get underwUmi' 
ing j^^ for as the eye reste4 ^^ the youthful assembly, and re* 
marked the silence and decorum that prevailed — wisdom seemed 
already to be their '* grace and ornament," and already to have 
^*promoied t]||in." The exercises were closed by the 145th 
Psalm, by teachers and scholars. The solemnity and appropri- 
ateness of the closing prayer, adapted to the occasion, could not 
fail to touch with fervour the heart of every pious worshipper 
present ; the schools retired in perfect order, each scholar re- 
ceiving a trifling donation at the door. 




FEMALE UNION SOCIETY ANNUAL MEETING. 

The eighth annual exhibition of the Female Union Society for 
the promotion of ** Sabbath Schools," took place in the Brick 
Church, N. Y. on Tuesday, the 20th of AprU, 1824. The Com- 
mittee, Superintendents and Teachers, with their respective 
Schools, and a respectable number of spectators, filled tibe 
Church to overflowing. 



FemaU Cfntoii S&eUtf jtnmiol Mke^ng. 18S 

The Rer. Dr. Sprixo, pastor of the Oharoh presided. 
Tbe Rev. Mr. BRowir,*of the Methodist fijatcopal Chiiscbi/ 
nMide the iotroductory prayer. • • 

The Reir. Mr. M'Cartee, of the Presbyterian Church, reaAV 
2ti abstract of the aoDaal report.* . • 

The children then STtng a hymn suitable to tlEBPpcCMpki. 
The Rer. Mr. Coiri:, of the Baptist Chotch, delivered an 
eloquent and highly appropriate address to the S^ety, Super- 
intendents, Teachers and Scholars ; after which the adnlt 
Bchplarft nbed their annual tribute to Him who is no respecter 
an. penKMHU . 

The *Rev. Dr. Spring called forward thirty scholars entitled 
to receive the highest reward, and after addressing them pre** 
jk seifted to each the Society's diploma. 

■f The Rev. Mr. M'Cartee madcf the concluding prayer. \. /' x 
X' The Teachers and Scholars united in a song of prais^ fcf '" ;— 
tihe mercies of the past year, and the -con^egation jofned^m: 
tb^ doxology. 

' The Rev. Dr. Spring gave the l^eoediction. - 

• The greatest order prevailed not only during the exercises^ 
Iml dn entering and retiring from the Church. Cold indeed */ 
vmsX be the heart that could witnesd,' unmoved, the faithful per^ $'1^.. 
«everalice of the teachers manifest in the impToVl appearance' 
«r the scholars ; their bodies as well as their tninds sharing' 
their kind attention. School after school passed thronsH ^m- 
Pail: and the adjacent streets, all neatly dressed,^ and designated 
by their iiadges of various dyes. How cheering the anticipa- 
tion to the christian, that the multitudes now gathered into the 
difierent Sunday Schools of this city, will become in their tum,^ 
beads of families and teachers, and transmit to the latest posteri* 
ty the blessings of religious instruction. :.i 



Abstract of the Annual Report of the FemaU Union Society for 

promotion of Sabbath Schools, 

** The winter is past, the rain is over and gone, the flowers 






■ 

* l%e R6v. Dr. Milnor was unavoidably prevented from taldng this 
partdf the exercises.' 
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. appear on the earth ; the time of the singing of birdf is CMie, 
and the voice of the turtle is heard in'the land." All ammite 
and inanimate riature rejoices at /the return of this joyous sea- 
son, but the christian alone can look abroad on all these g^rioos 
works and sajr, *'• my father made them all ;" and he alone tan 
appreciate the labours of those who endeavor to dispel the 
winter of the human mind ; to break up the fallow groandyttid 
to cast in the precious seed of religious instructii^^, waiting ia 
faith for the genial influence of the Sun of Righteouaneas to 
cause it to spring forth. His heart will beat in uniaoD with 
those of this society while beholding so many young immoitab 
whom '* the day spring from on high hath visited." No.loDger 
offering flowers to heathen deities or dancing around a May 
Pole, they now hail with joyful hearts the return of this happy 
day-, and rallying round their affectionate teachers, coaie up to ^ 
the temple of the Lord to shout '* Hosanna to the Sod of Da- 
vid." On no former occasion has the committee been iavonred 
i^ith more animating reports than those presented at the .late 
annual meeting of the society. With few exceptions, the teiabch- 
ers are anxiously persevering in the good work ; many of them 
have laboured without intermission during the eight years the 
society has been in operation. Many instances of rapid im- 
provement ip/the scholars, and happy results. from Sunday 
School instruction might be mentioned ; the committee will only 
select a few. 

In school No. 3, " A child aged 5 years, who when he enter- 
ed the school the early part of last winter did not know the al- 
phabet, now reads very well, and besides committing portiona of 
scripture, has recited to her teacher the greater part of Brown's 
catechism." The superintendent of No. 6 mentions the practice 
of one of the teachers as worthy of imitation. *' She assembles 
her little flock on the Saturday of every week, and in the re- 
tirement of her own room, pours put her soul before the mercy 
seat of the most High, and solicits bis blessing on the little ob- 
jects of her care." The superintendent of No. 7 bas the bap- 
pine8s4o state, that^ve of the coloured adults have been made 
partakers of the grace of God, and have publicly professed them- 
selves to be on the Lord's side ; one of them has been in the 



zMiwA ihtee years, nud is 70 yeari of age. Three more arm 
vuLioQKly iDqairing wbat tbey sball do to he sared. A letter 
wad lately received by the teacher of a Bible Class from one of 
her papila who bad removed to the west : it is addressed to her 
*\ Dear afibctionate Teacher/' After giviog some account of 
.her joorney <&cc. she concludes in the following simple language 
if gratitude. ** I attend the Sabbath School here, but shall 
sever find a teacher I love as well as you. — I thank you for all 
your kindne» to me, and all the good instructions you have 
given tait^ I often think of the last worda. you said to me* 
end hope I maybe the better for all the good you endea- 
TQured to teach me, and may Heaven bless and reward you.^^ 
Agiriin.SchoolNo. II., who will this day receive a diplomat 
after discharging her duties as a scholar in the' most satisfactory 
manner^ became an assistant teacher, and now has the entire 
fharge of a class pf small coloured children. During the last 
winter she was received into the communion of the Church, and 

- vnited with her teachers in commemorating the dying love of 
ber Redeemer." ** The Superintendent and Teache;^ of No. 
14, with gratitude acknowledge, that since the last . anniversary 
deven of their teachers, and one scholar have been b^ght, 
tbey humbly trust, to a knowledge of the truth, as it k in Jesus, 
and have publicly ' professed their faith in CIvist" Anothet 

. Keport mentions a Sunday Scholar who endeavoured to instruct 

an ignorant mother,' reading the bible to her. and aniqeqsly en* 

deavDuringto explain it to her, as she had heard it done in 

ineeting. With tears she told a pious lady, that -she prayed to 

'4^0D to take away her mother'a itony heart, and give her a good 

one,'* By the exertions of a y^>littg lady, a member of thb Uni* 

on, a school was opened at Kip's Bay, on* the 9th of Novej^lplir 

last. There being no school nearer than the city, boys aijll^U 

as girls were admitted. The superintendent states in her llet 

port that ** seeing the Sabbath at this place shamefully profaned^ 

it was conceived that much good might result from the estab* 

lishment of a Sabbath School. It was undertaken and b^^o 

irather under discouraging circumstances ; one of which was the 

procuring a suitable room, having no church in the neighbour<» 

bood, nor any other public building calculated fur the purpose : 

this obstacle was at length pvercome. and tbeaohool augmented 
Vol. I. «4 
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to the Dumber of 50 scholars, nnder the cure of a sqperinteil* 
ent and 9ix teachers. Success far beyond expectation under th( 
divine blessing has attended this feeble effort. The childrm 
have not only improved in spellii^ and reading, but in cqnmit- 
ting to memory portions of scripture, catechisms, and hymiii« 
When addressed on the subject of religion, they pay great at* 
tention, and otherwise behave with becoming decency. 

Mr. S. an old gentleman in the neighbourhood, from the out* 
set, has taken a deep interest in the school; has generalif 
opened and concluded with prayer, and heard the largest clasSi 
of boys read, and recite, and made short addresses on rehgiouf 
subjects. In a few instances, students of divinity have attended,, 
and addressed the School, which seemed to have an impressive 
effect. 

There appears sqfi^ient cause for a well grounded hope, that 
at leaat three of the pupils are seriously engaged in religious ex*' 
ercises. This School was commenced with dependence on the 
Lord for his blessing, and he has never disappointed any who ' 
put theii trust in him. His hand has been visibly seen^n bring- 
ing it about, abd prospering it. The teachers volunteered their 
services, and the school we trust is the child of prayer. Wf 
now cast our bread upon the waters ; and may the blessed Com^ 
fort(>r descend with his benign influences, and still farther blejss 
our efforts, that our feeble exertions may tend to the glory of 
cHjfT blessed Lord and Saviour." Since the last anniversary five 
•ckools have withdrawn and placed themselves under the direc- 
tion of the Sunday School Union. Three new schools have 
been opened, which make the number of schools under the Fe- 
ikiale Union 37. In 34 which have sent in Reports there appear 
to be 2377 scholars who are considered regular attendants un- 
der the care of 487 teachers, and a committee of thirty-one la- 
dies. Twenty-one teachers, and twenty-two scholars have been 
received into the communion of the church of Christ.* 



* The foliownig lessons have been committed to memory during the 
past year:— 199, 91« verses of scripture, 3417 scriptwre proofs, 165, 
213 answers to McDowell's questions, and hymns and catechisms, with* 
oAt nwnber. 
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: TheeiMiiiiaitteeapdiipi^senttlieirtl^ to ibose sodetiet 
mtd fuditidaals who continue to farpiiii charol^ei md rooms Sbt 
^acQommodattott of the tchobb, and to all mi^ hdve in anj 
way assisted in the operations i^tkis Union: 

.-* Thirty sdiolara who have conducted themselves with proprie- 
^.dmrijng three years that they hay^e attended the same school, 
end earned all the minor rewards, will this day receive the So- 
^ dety's Diplomas. 

V Minr the success which ha» attended the feehle exertioos of 
Ais Sodety daringiuM)ther year, incite us to renewed dihgence* 

> 'Lifct the friends of sahbath schools, he increasingly earnest in 
ftfayer, that their holy zeal may be kept alive, ^d let nil who 
eill. themselves christians if intrusted with hut one talent/come 
Up to the help of the Lord in this important work. Surely there 
. aever was a season when thei^ services were more necessary 
Aisn the present, when so many flagitious crimes aire pei^peftTal* 
If occur^ng even in this favoured city. The increase of juve- 
#1e delinquency has roused the attention of wise and good men, 
tbprepiure a House of Refuge, where young offenders may re- 
ceive that salutary instruction and discipline, which may re* 
etore thein to the pallis of rectitude. 

Let their laudable exertions stimulate us to go out, sgmn add 
sqilfuii, to the- high ways, and the hedges, to gathspr those in^f^lM 
Nitbthe Sunday ^hools. May it be bur aim to ei 
^ry spring and first principles of vice, and implai|^ 
irfrtue and religion, by teaching them the worvT^^I 
flbej may find Refuge in the ** strong hold it^' jf»riso£S 
lidpe.** 




ST. OEOROE's church SDNDAT school ASSOeiATfON. 

The first Anniversary of this Association was held in tW 
Church, on the 31st day cf March, 1824. The Rev. Jakes 
HfuLNOR, D. D., Rector of the church, pnd President of the As« 
iN^ciation^ read prayers. He then read the first Heport of the 
9oard of Managers, which is subjoined ; and the Secretary, Mr* 
JsjRXiciAB Hi Tatlor, read "Ihe Reports of the five SBhools coii-> 
nfected with Ae chureh, and the Librarian's Report^ after 
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wUch, appropriate addreMes were deliTered by ^e Rev. Vr^- 
Reece and the Rev. Mr. Haniiah, two Methodist miDistera ISpom 
England ; and jome remarks were made by Mr. Priest i HflMk 
the President deliyered the following address : 

Christianity receives its happiest illustration, and ita nioai 
convincing evidence in its effects. A thousand abstract atgto* 
ments do not so much appal its infidel opponents as one afatniog 
instance of its benign influence on the character and condMDt 
If this sentiment be founded in truth, we may see why, itt tliMi 
present day, avowed opposition to the truth, of revelation, siaeaii 
to have so much eiubsided. It is silenced by the ^orioaa ilhis* 
trations of the truth and excellence of the Gospel, sopplilsd hf 
tiie present doings of the world. Until the days of milleni^ fjB- 
rity, it is presumable the depravity of human nature will occf* 
sion much practical infidelity. But even that will, it ia hopad^ 
gradiially disappear as Christians continue to recommend tbw 
religion by the exhibition in their conduct of its beneficial effiecilB^ 
We augur much, therefore, for true religion in the inoral ui^ 
fluence with which it is now in so distinguished a manner per^ 
vading whole communities. 

It is not, in our day, by retirement to a cloister, or a snbmis- 
sion to self*inflicted penances, that personal piety is tested* 
Religion finds its best attestation in a disposition to active useful- 
ness. Love to God finds its manifestation, not only in acts of 
devotion, but in its necessary result, love to man. And love to 
man does not expend itself in empty professions and idle wishes 
for his welfare, but in earnest exertions to do him good. 
The inward admiration of the moral attributes of God is proved 
by the imitation of them ; the love of Christ by following his 
example. Let a few, on whom religion, whatever they may 
profess, has not yet wrought its most ameliorating effects, frown 
upon, or think lightly of, the temper and exertions of the pre- 
sent day ; we own them as from God ; we consider them as the 
most delightful sanction which human action can give to revealed 
troth ; we hail them as the harbingers of the latter-day glory of 
the church. In the lessening of sectarian animpsity, ive behold 
the gradual approach to that perfect cordiality of feeling and 
Qnity of exertion, whick^ we fervently pray, and confideotfy 
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kope, will oiie day obtain amoag Chmtimis. Already we «ee 
ipeared a holy standard, arodnd which thoae rf erery name em 
liannonioualy ndly. 

•« The Bible— (he Bible is the religion of Protestanto.'* Yes, 
and we rejoice to add, it is becomii^ every day mora and more 
the religion of many who do not answer to that name. The 
Missieoaries of the Cross when they meet on heathen ground, 
God he thanked, are now less disposed to litigate*their points of 
difference, than to call perishing sinners to that Saviour whom 
tke Bible reveab, to the great undisputed points of our common 
Christianity, to the holy practice which it inculcates, to the un- %,^ 

bounded love to God and man which it teaches its professors 
to feel and to evince. 

' The union of Christiatts in Bible Societies, an eVent which 
future ecclesiastical historians will record as the most l^lessed 
ifsi the annals of the church, has brought professors of diffiereot 
Iriraies into a new practical relation to each other, which startles 
tiie narrow minded bigotry that is vainly endeavouring to stop 
tiietriomphant march of Christian benevolence. 

The happy discovery too of that unobjectionable centre of 
Union the Bible has naturaUy led to the inquiry, whether there 
be no other plans of religious usefulness in which difference of 
denomination affords no barrier to an tfectionate unity of ac« 
iien ; and it has been afiirmatively answered in the Institution 
(tf Sunday Schools under the patronage of a society embracing, as 
fio- w they are willing to concur therein. Christians of every name. 
With great respect for some who oppose a union of ChristiaiK 
in any works of piety, and widi more respect for others, who 
having adventured into the experiment of Bible associations, he- 
aitate on that of Sunday Schools, we would propdse to them the 
best of all evidence in favour of our more extended views of 
liberality — the evidence of experience. 

We lapprehend none will deny the expediency of union in this 
common concern, if harmony of feeling can be preserved among 
those engaged in the work, and if it be not purchased by a sa- 
crifice of principle. Now, we assert from the . experience 6f 
iftany yeara that harmony of feeling may be maintained, and 
that^o sacrifice of principle exacted as the condition of tH 
preservation. 
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We therefore, cherish our cooDecti6n with our bretkraft 
ether religioes names io this charitable work. We acknowledlp 
the benefits we have derived from our eolon with them. AB 
their acts have been acts of kindness and of love, and notlhs 
sbghtest attempt has been made, or wish expressed, that we M* 
render a single peculiarity of our own church to which, either 
by duty or inclination, we stand attached. 

On this occinion of celebrating the first anniversary of ^ 
Sunday School association of this church, permit me to obserty 
tbatof all the plans for effectuatmg fully the purposes of tbi 
union, none have been met with more acceptance in the scboolf 
of this congregation, than that of the establishment of cbngrag^k 

I 

tional associations. 

They are admirably calculated to answer the ends profeiied 
in the constitution under which this association is organized. ' 

Of this we think some evidence is afibrded in the rejpoft if 
its. directors, read this evening, and in the information odiQioii- 
nicated in the separate reports of the several schools. 

If through the increased facilities in carrying or our nnderti^ 
king which our association supplies, we have not realized all 
we could desire, we have reason to be thankful for what it has 
achieved, and to hope, from its future operations, new and most 
important advantages. - - 

To you, my esteemed friends, who are employed as teachers, 
or interested as patrons of Sunday Schools, how delightful the re- 
flection that you are not merely engaged in an act of chari^, 
and mercy towards the immediate helpless objects of your soli- 
citude, but are co-workers with the Almighty in hastening^ the 
most grand and momentous era this wide-extended earth shall 
ever know, the universal empire of the Prince of Peace. Next 
to this prominent motive to diligence in your undertaking, and 
that which more directly falls in with the design of this address, 
is the opportunity it affords you of fulfilling, in a manner beyond 
all exception, the Great law of Christian Charity, You have 
engaged, 1 trust, io this work, as Christians, as the servants of 
God ; and your desire U, that it may effect two important ob- 
jects, the glory of God your maker, and the present and future 
fielicity of those who are committed to your care. Both de- 



• 

•rie1«Qdable, and with the blessing of Gtod, yonr ibece« 
^Ml be proportionate to the excellence of the objetta yon hare 
in Yicw. 

Can any donbt, that the glory of Ood is likely to be promoted 
^J tlie establishment of Sunday Schools ? Let such a qiaft 
doubt whether virtue and vice be not terms of the same import 
I^«t him doubt whether the Sabbath-breaker, the blasphemer, 
^bis drunkard, the purloiner, contribute not to the declarative 
S^ory of «^ebovah« no less than the man who observes .devotion, 
Purity, holiness, sobriety, and integrity in all his relations to 
^^tMland inan. If it be the direct effect of these institutions to 
^K^Qscne 9 part of the rising generation, from the most debasing vi- 
^es of our species, to present to them the prospect, and open to 
Uiem the means of future usefulness in the world, and ultimate 
lispfHness in Heaven, to lead them from the haunts of wretched- 
ness^ or the vicions habits of street-association on the Lord^a 
day to places where prayer is wont to be made, accustom 
tbftm to habits of attentive devotion in the sanctuaries of God, to 
em^ble them to read the precious life-giving doctrines, and inimi* 
table precepts of the Gospel, and by exhibiting to them in your 
personal demeanour the -delightful operation of true religion on 
the disposition and conduct of its votaries, to make it lovely and 
acceptable to minds not yet so hackneyed in the ways of vice, as 
to be inaceessible to religious impressions ; — Sf these are the ef« 
fects produced by Sunday-Schools (and it cannot be doubted but 
they are) then do they most certainly become a powerful means 
of promoting the glory of God. 

' Can it be disputed, that they are also eminently promotive of 
die present and future felicity of those who are the subjects of 
{nstruction ? No, my Brethren. •* The ways of wisdom are ways 
of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace.'* 

(To be continued.) 



[The Editor regrets that the few limited pages of this Maga- 
eine are not sufl&cient forthe introduction of one half of the 
manuscripts intended to be inserted in it. His Printer has now 
returned to him, for want of room, part of the esculent Address 
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til " ToBibUaoim. «V 

t 
tff the Rev. Dr. Ifilnor ; the whole of the Report of St OeoigeM 

Church Schoelt and the Notes on the Scriptares, with a Re?iew 

of the EDglish PublicatioDS oo Infant Schools, and a Series 0/ 

Catechetical Instroctioo. They shall appear in the next, with 

some ori^pinal papers, which he hopes will be feand osdbl 

to general readers.] 



TO BIBLE CLASSES. 

If the beauty and sublimity of the Sacred Writings couM ^ 
tort from the pen of an infidel, such as Gibbon, the testiaiOBj 
that ^* These sacred books, even as human productions, dmfUH 
^to be studied sis one of the most cvnou* and ortg'tnal rnosft- 
** ments of the East,** how much may the Christian exott it 
being in possession of such a treasure as hiB own — knowiiig^(M 
. At does) not only by hiHoriccU eyid^ence, but by the evidmiit/tf 
his <mn hearty that that treasure comes/rom God. The EdijsC 
rejoices with all his fellow-Christians in the prospect of a£t 
fusion of a better and more extensive acquaintance with tte 
Holy Scriptures, by means oi Bible Classes^ which are extendijBg 
their usefulness throughout this free and happy country, where 
there is no bar to investigation, and he congratulates the Christian 
community on the prospect of greater facilities for tlie elucidation 
of divine truth. The Rev, Hervey Wilbur^ of Boston, has al- 
ready published an edition of the New-Testament, with Refe> 
rences, and a Key Sheet of Qjaestions, historical, doctrinal, aol 
practical, which ought to be in the hands of every Christian 
inquirer ; and it is hoped he will publish an edition of the Qid 
Testament, with like References, alphabetically arranged, bt 
the benefit of Bible Classes, to whom it would be eminently use- 
ful. The Editor has been given to understand that such a publi- 
cation is in contemplation, and that in addition to Tables of tks 
Scripture, proper names and Scripture Chronology, several va- 
luable tables will be subjoined from Townsend^s Chronologicat 
Arrangement of the Old Testament l^criptures, a new and costly 
English publication, of rare excellence, but almost unknown ia 
this comatry. May the Divine Blessing prosper the undertaking. 
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st;george*s church svndat $chooi association— continiied^ 

. If your efforts are successful in impressingTeligious truth on 
tti9 minds of your pupils, you lay an instaot foundation 
jbr happiness in this life, such as the votaries of sensuality and 
lice neyer can experience. Ton powerfully operate also 
«0 the ^neral happiness of the community, which Bidst he in- 
creased or diminished in proportion to the prevalence of religion 
snd moraKty in the minds and in the conduct of the Individuals 
who compose it. Temperance, industry, frugality, decency of 
fllaimers, are prohahle fruits of your exertions, benefikual to so- 
djBty, and conducive to individual happiness. These are bene* 
f ts which should extort the approbation of those whose views 
extend not beyond the present state. But, my friends, if you 
yourselves have been awakeited to the awful realities of a future 
State of existence ; if, enlightened by the word and spirit of God, 
you see this life in no other light than as a season of preparatioo 
finr that which is to follow ; if you have realized in your expe* 
rience the depravity of the human heart, its proneness to every 
evil way, and the certainty of the everlasting ruin of the soul, if 
jl be not brought from its natural darkness into spiritual light, 
SBid from the power of Satan unto God ; if you believe that 
change which is indispensable to future happiness, to be the 
vforic. of the spirit of God, and that the renewing a^d 8^|CtifyiQf( 
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inflaeoc«t of that blessed agent are to be obtained by the diljgenl 
study of the iaerad Scriptures, by constant prayer, by th.e use 
of ^1 (he means of grace ; if these beyoyr impressions, what 
an pnspeakaUe advantage must you perceive, in institutions like 
ihese. They apsiat in affording to your sinful fellow -beings 
these means ; they become under God the instruments of their 
salvation. 

Next to the assurance of your own interest in the mercies of 
redemption, can you conceive a greater recompense for your 
labours than that of being the honored agents of Jehovah, in the 
salvation of immortdl souk ? 

Be faithful Teachers of the Sunday Schools, in sowing in the 
minds of your pupils, as their several ages and abilities nugr 
admit, the seeds of religious knowledge. * In your more fiunilkr 
communications you may impart many things to them, in a way 
more easy of comprehension, than the instructions of the pul- 
pit, which are generally adapted to maturer years, and more 
ripened understandings. 

I have reason to believe that your practice has anticipated 
these instructions, and that visible have been the effects of your 
faithful unwearied labour of love. I rejoice also in the belief 
of another beneficial result of the undertaking in whicb you are 
engaged. It has been the means of bringing into acquaintance 
with each other the seriously and piously disposed among the 
younger part of the congregation. They thus become helpers 
of each other's joys, bearers of each others burdens, in their 
progress towards the heavenly Canaan. Many a young convert 
to rehgion has had to regret, in lonely solitude, the want ot a re- 
ligious friend to be the depositary of his confidence, his adviser 
in his spiritual conflicts, his fellow traveller in the ways of ho* 
liness. 

These institutions, I would fain believe, now contain many, 
and I pray to God they may shortly contain many more, who, 
having known the delights of spiritual conversation with the 
humble followers of Christ, will rejoice in the opportunity of 
taking by the hand their brethren and sisters disposed to be- 
come their /ellow labourers in the vineyard of usefulness-^ 
their fe^w travellers to the happier country, where their 
labour, slnill meet its reward ^ 
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Tour pastor, also, has not been, and is not now, without a pe^ 
rental interest in countenancing and assisting yonr operations. 
He finds in the teachers of th^se schools some of the beat sup* 
ports and encouragements of his ministerial labours. To ob- 
Bferve the progress of true piety in the younger pfirt of his 
charge, to find frequent accessions to the number of those who 
have been constrained to abandon the vanities of life, and de- 
yote themselves to God, to have for the success of his ministry 
^heir prayers, and to witness and join in their endeavours to do 
good, are services of satisfaction of the most estimable nature. 

it is my earnest wish that your laudable past efforts may be 
eclipsed by the lustre of your new achievements ; that the num- 
ber of teachers may be enlarged, that your pupils maybe mul- 
tiplied, and that, notwitfistanding the unavoidable discourage- 
ments that may occasionally meet you in your progress, the 
Sunday Schools of this Church may continue to flourish and 
increase, and the labours of their conductors be rewarded with 
signal blessings from on high. Be much occupied in fervent 
prayer to God for these happy results. Without it you connot 
expect success. Prayer, serious, devout, importunate prayer 
is the means of its attainment. Be circumspect in your person- 
al habits and demeanour, evidencing by all your actions that 
your present engagements are the result of clear convictions of 
religious duty, and ardent desires to glorify God, and do good to 
the souls, as well as to the bodies, of your pupils. This will 
ensure acceptance to your prayers, " If any man be a wor- 
shipper of God, and doth his will,'' says St. John, «' him he 
heareth." ** Whatsoever we ask of him," says the same apos- 
tle, ** we receive of him, because we keep his commandments, 
and do those things, that are pleasing in his sight." 



REPORT OF ST. GEORGe's CHURCH ASSOCIATION. 

The Board of Directors of the Sunday School Association of 
St. George's Church present this, thei.first Annual Report of 
their proceedings, to the association with mingled sensations of 
gratitude and hope. They are grateful to the Giver 4f all good. 
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ior haWng been enabled, thnmgh tiie part year, to exepnls tbe 
tnist rcpOBed^.ia then), by the attainment ofsome of th*jgrMt 
objects of the^ociation ; and they indulge the pleasing hope, 
that now the flifiioultieR of new and untried meaaurea are obrl*- 
ted, the progreM towards the accomplii^hment and ] 
establighmeot of erecy object of the Society will b 
complete. 

This Association wai institated " to encoar^ a 
the Snoday Schools attached to Uus church -, to ii 
GongregatioD in their w^iare, to proTide proper accoi 
tions for the scholars, both in school and in charcb, and ttrinaks 
the necessary amiDgeiiienta for their instructioD, and for flu 
increase of their numbers, so as to extend the Sunday Scboiri 
•yrtem as much as possible." 

A constitution fonnad for this purpose was adopted on the.5A 
of Mardi, 1823, andsubscribed by a respectable list of iodni- 
doals, both mafe and female, attached to this church; 

Atthefirst meeting, on the 5th of March, 1823, the Rev. A. 
Vilnor, onr beloved pastor, (whose zeal in Uie support of Sifr 
day Schools is so well known,) took the chair, and opened the 
Bteeting with prayer, when the object of the meeting having 
been stated, Hr. Hill, aa a delegate from the general committee 
of the Union Society, represented it as the wish of that Socie^, 
that such associations might be formed in the several coDg^»- 
gations. 

This was a gratifying commencement, as an agreement of our 
Tiews and objects with those of the General Union Society, is 
■o likely to be productive of general good. 

At the meeting of the Board of Directors, in May last, Mr. 
Smith reported that tbir^-six prayer books had been obtained 
from the New- York Auxiliary Bible and Common Prayer Book 
Society, and an offer was made from the agent of that Society to 
supply this Association with Bibles in case of need — which offer 
was thankfully acknowledged. 

At a subseqaent meeting it was determined to divide the 
neighbourhood of the church into districts; to each ofwfaidt 
■bonld be appointed one of the male members of the board to 
visit the ^utea of the dittrict irom time to time-^to procors 



•cholin filr the resp«ctire Khoolt, ttiii in the pro^ution nf 
their kbenn, to make thenuelrM acquajiiied irith the necesd- 
tie* of the poor &mi)i«B therein — to counsel ^em, and m oil 
cows of need or licloiess, refer them to the proper institutions 
Ibrrelief. Aad that to each district there eboutd be assigned b 
r femsle member of the Associaiioa, who iboaM act in concert 
I with the male local visiter, at occwion required. 

' it w>a also detennined that the male and female members of 
Uke Board respectively, tt^ther with other members of the 
Association, should be organized into male and female commit- 
tees, to visit the sereral schools, and to remain with the scho- 
lars darir^ Divine Service, for the purpose of preserving order 
in chorch, and that these committees should be' called Gallerj 
Committees. 

V "Certain rules for the government of the Sundny School Gal- 
leries werethen framed, and hare been acted upon by the re- 
spective cominittees witb advantage ; but still there seems to 
be room for improvement in the plans of man^ement of Sunday 
^School children in church, it being difficolt to preserve order 
■mong them, and much more difficult to interest them in the 
solemn services of the church, which they oAen disturb by 
tiieir irregularities, notwilhstanding the utmost endesvoats (tf 
the cominittees to prevent them. 

The ttdvantages of dividing the neigbboarbood of (he church 
into districts, and eppointing visiters for each district, Ha the 
purpose before mentioned, have been very npparent. 

Many scholars have been procured for the schools ; the vi- 
siters bave become acquainted with the necessities of many 
poor £imilies, living in obscurity and want ; and have been 
•nabled to relieve them, and to piwthem salntsry advice and 
COQDsel ; and in one of the districts, where the visiter is a bene- 
volent physician, medical assistance and advice have been free- 
ly dispensed, tmd many poor children have been vaccinated, 
who were alarmed by reports of the small pox in their neigh- 
bourhood, and grateful for being reUeved from the danger. 
The reports from that district are highly satisfactory : — they 
intimate that Ibegrsitification experienced in visiting the district, 
«» very giHt i that the visiter wh received with viivili^ is 
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epfryjMjtence, and in many with warm expressions of gratitude t 
that som who had vemured from other districts, were anxiooi- 
ly waiting lor tisiteri» to invite and direct their chddjren' to-a 
Sunday School, and received the long expected invitation with 
tiie liveliest sennbitity. 

This is as it should be ; and the Board hope it will operate 
as astimalus to other visiters, to ** go and do likewise.'* ^* They < 
shall in nowise lose their reward." It is not one of the least ,ad- 
yantages of the Sunday School system thatit enables the christian 
to exercise a n^ore diffusive benevolence than woi^ld be other- 
wise within his Teach. There is a pride in the human heart 
which rejects too' often the best counsel and advice directed tinp 
mediatdy to the correction ofit$ own errors or sius, and aom^' 
times even to the alleviation of its own wants : but whena visi- 
ter calls on a parent to do good to his child, what heart bat tha 
most obdurate and unfeeling can be unthankful or indi£ferepf. 
If gratitude be excited to the visiter, it will lead to respect fiir 
the disinterested motive and object of his visit; and this may 
lead to a lov^ of thd religion which inspired the motive, and this 
to the salvation of the soul of both parent and child. 

This does not always take place ; but if it does somBr 
times J (and that it does experience proves,) how high is 
the honour, and how great will be the reward of those who thus 
are the active instruments of turning these parents and children 
to righteousness : — '' they shall shine as the stars for ever and 
ever." 

The subordinate good which is often effected by such visits, 
ought also to be a stimulus to Christians to engage in them, tt 
is true, that all visiters are not able to administer medical aid ; 
but all are able to direct those who need it where to find it. Be- 
sides the public institutions, there is in this association a visi- 
ter, who, being a physician, has expressed his desire that sick 
poor, and those to be vaccinated, may be sent to him, and he will 
cheerfully give them every necessary attention. 

The Board hope to be excused for saying so much on the vi- 
siting committees, because <^ the immense good they are calcn- 
lated to produce, and beeause more kboin*ers are wanted in that 
important part of the tineyajrd ; and it seems to be necessary 
to excite attention to it. 
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The Board have the satisfaction of stating, that a library hai 
been provided, and now belongs to this association : it is 
kept in the lecture room, belonging to St. Geoige^s church ; it is 
accessible every Sunday afternoon, and on the evening of the 
weekly lecture after service ; and it is under the care of a libra- 
rian and assistant, appointed by this Board, with a committee of 
three persons. For particulars relative to the library, the 
Board refer to the report of the librarian. 

The books principally consist of donations by individu* 
als ; but more are wanted, as some wear out and decay, and 
others are injured or lost : and, although the Board have made 
' an appropriation of fifty dollars for the increase of the libraryt 
it is hoped this will not lessen the zeal of the congregation in 
making donations. The advantages of a library are very con- 
siderable ; the privileges of it are excellent means of reward to 
those Sunday School pupils who deserve rewards ; and the loss 
of those privileges is felt to be a severe punishment to those who 
deserve it : besides which, the advantages of the library are eD« 
joyed by the teachers and members of the congregation. 

A neat and appropriate plate for the use of the library, ena- 
bling us to insert the name of the donor of each book in its 
front has been engraved*, and presented by Messrs. P. Mave- 
rick and A. B. Durand^ to this Association, for which their 
thanks were returned by the President and Secretary. 

A member of this church, and a friend^ of Sunday Schools, has 
given an excellent example worthy of being followed by others : 
he has given the proceeds of a fowling piece which amounted to 
thirty-five dollars for the use of the.hbrary ; if this benevolent 
individual has not literally converted *' his sword into a plough- 
share, or his spear into a pruning-hook," he has acted in the 
true spirit of a disciple of the Prince of Peace, and the books 
which have been added to the library by this donation, will act 
as so many plough-shares and pruning hooks to uncultivated 
minds. 

Amongst the obligations which this Association is under for 
support and patronage, the Board have to state with pleasure 
the kindness of the Vestry, who have provided rooms and fuel 
gratuitously for the schools No. 6, 10, and 33 : the aid and co- 
operation of the Vestry, in the laudable objects of this institu-^ 
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tioQ are as gratifying and acceptable to this Association, as they 
are honourable to themselyes. 

The Board have provided accommodations for the schoolt 
No. 24 and 34, at the annual expense of twenty dollars each. 

A system of rewards has been adopted by the Board, which 
they have found very beneficial. 

For a particular statement of the several schools, the Board 
refer to the annual reports of the superintendents. 

In October last, a sermon was preached by the Rev. Dr.. 
Milnor, at St. George^s church, for the benefit of the Sunday 
Schools under the care of this Association, and a collectioB 
was taken up, amounting to one hundred and sixty dollani 
and seventeen cents ; on which occasion the scholars were as- 
sembled in the church, and took a part in the exercises. The 
sum of fifly dollars was afterwards received as a donation to the 
same object, from Mr. Thomas H. Smith. 

Out of the moneys thus received, the Board paid over, to the 
Parent Institutions, the sum of one hundred dollars. As this 
payment may require explanation, the Board take this oppor- 
tunity of stating that those institutions supply our schools with 
the necessary school books. 

The Treasurer of this Association reports a balance in his 
hands of eighty-eight dollars and seventy one cents ; from this 
amount the appropriation made by this board, for the increase 
of the library, must be deducted, which will leave barely a 
sufl&ciency for the payment of the current expenses of the com- 
ing year. 

Thus have the Board presented to the Association a brief 
statement of their proceedings during the year that is past, 
agreeably to the constitution which requires it of them. I'hey 
have avoided making any observation on the importance of the 
Sunday School system, because that importance seems to be 
acknowledged by the whole Christian world, as the printed 
surveys of Sunday Schools will show ; for they give a state- 
ment of nearly a million of Sunday School Scholars, and of one 
hundred thousand Teachers, exclusive of an immense number 
of schools not reported ; but the Board would say a few words 
on the value and importance of Sunday School Associations, 
with the hope that their usefulness may be extended. 
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Thebe was an opinion gaining ground that th^^^^j^hirs of Sun- 
day Schools were intended to be chiefly confi^^ ^ the young, 
aod that the elder members of society were noii,|exjiiBfed to take 
any considerable share ia them ; buf this wonW deprive the 
institution of some of the mostYalaable and important assistance, , 
which the formation of Associations eminently shows. 

There are departments in the conduct of Sunday School con* 
cerns in which the experience' of age is most wanted ; parti* 
cularly in the visiting department, and the intercourse with pa- 
rents and adult scholars ; besides which, the co-operation of a// 
is requisite in providing rooms and accommodations, and sup- 
plying the means for carrying on the system. The work is a 
glorious work ; and if in common concerns it may be truly said that 
ivii9t is yrorth doing. at all is worth doing well, much more may 
it be said in those concetns which have for their immediate ob- 

1 

ject the glory of God, and the salvation of man. 

There is another advantage flowing from such associations 
which we must not omit to mention, and that is, the opportunity 
they afford to the members of the Church and congregation to 
which they belong to become acquainted with each other, and 
UJlite in promoting one common and laudable object* 

Those who meet every Sabbath-day in the same place, and 
join together in the same devotional services, have a bond of 
union which should be cemented by benevolence as well as piety; 
and although our.good will and christian affection ought to ex- 
tend and will extend in the heart of the true disciple of Christ, 
to all his fellow Christians, of every denomination, yet the scene 
of his active duties must be limited to a much smaller circle 
*than his desires ; and what circle can be more interestiipg to 
him than that in which he statedly presents himself at the fooU 
stool of the throne of grace and mercy ? 

This Board, therefore, invites the co-operatiQn of every mem- 
ber of the church and congregation, who can be useful in pro- 
moting the glorious cause of Sabbath School instruction, which 
has for its legitimate object the glory^ of God, in the salvation of 
man ; and we havethesapredfiromiseofHim whom we profess 
to serve, that" he whacimTertethtbeiiflnec from the err<^ of 
fails way, shall savie a soaHir^ deatl^ and tdntt hide a mdtitiide 
of sins." 'V 
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(Tor the Aideriean 8. S. T. Magasiiie.] 
^tkSTioirs roil sundat school children— conti[uie4> 



Did Jesus Christ ^e to save us ? 
DonH yoa want to hea^r some- 
thiii^ about him — Aoto he died ? 

But first I must tell you, that every 
body io the whole world was so 
bad, that God said they must die, 
and after that be miserable for- 
erer ; for when God tells them 
in the Bible, they must not swear, 
tbejwill swear, and say bad 
words ; when he teUs them they 
must pray to him, and love him, 
they won*t pray to him nor care 
any thing forbim. So God look- 
ed down from Heaf en, to see if 
there were any that minded bim, 
and all were bad ; there was no- 
body good, for we are thinking 
bad, Sad doing bad, and talking 
bad all Uie time, and people who 
do so, must be punished, and 
cant go witii God, who is so good 
and holy. 

But then who was so good as to 
pity us and feel sorry to see us 
all going to destruction ? 

Qodhimaeyf ; though we behave so 
bad to him ; when you learn to 
read the Bible, you can read all . 
about it, how much God loved us (^ 
when we hated him. 

And when God was so sorry for us, 
what did he say he would do to 
save us and make us good that 
we might go to Heaven and live 
with him ? 

He sent his own Son to die instead 
of us as I told you before. What 
is the name of this Son of God ? 

And now I shall ask you, about 
what I have told you, to see if 
you attended to me. 

Is every body in the whole world, 
good or bad ? 

Are ^ good? 

What did God say must be done to 
us all, because we are so bad ? 

When God tells people in the Bible 
they must not swear, do they 
coiodhim? 



When he tells them they iinpit|HRiy 
to him and love him, do Iha^ f 

Where can we read whal God 
wants us to do, and what we mitst 
not do ? ' 

Are there some people that dent 
gfet drunk, nor swear, nor tell 
lies? . . 

Are they good if they donH love 
God?. 

No: if we danH fight and say bad 
words, and steal and get dmmlc, 
yet if we don't love Grod and pfay 
to him and go to church, we shw 
never go to Heaven. 

Well, when God looked doWn finm. 
Heaven to see if ther^ was 
any body that cared for him or. 
loved him, did he find any hbij 
good? 

What are we doing all the time ? 

Then what dijd be say must becooM 
of us? 

And must we go there ; did nobodj 
pity us ? 

Where can we read all about how 
God pitied us and loved us, 
though we are so bad to him ? 

And what did he do to save us and 
make us good ? 

And now I am going to tell you aU 
that our Lord Jesus Christ did 
for us wicked sinners, and if you 
will not listen to me, and keep 
still, and think about what I am 
telling you, I must stop and not 
talk to you any more, for I can- 
not dare to talk of God and Jesus 
Christ to children who are play- 
ing and will not mind me ; and 
when I tell you all that he did, 
you must try to think << Jesus 
Christ did it because I am so bad, 
and I won't be a bad child any 
more, but I will love him and 
pray to him to make me good.* 
Will you do so? 

First, Jesus Christ came into tha 
world a little baby, and his mo* 
ther was poor, and be was bom 
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jfi a stable, and instead of a nice 
warm cradle, as other little ba^ 
bies bare, be was laid on straw 
in a mangier; you know what a 
iferangeris; and then be was so 
gfood that be minded all that was 
laid to him, though "be need not 
I haire minded, for be was G^id ; 
' remember always that Jesus 
Christ is God, the great and high 
God ; donH forget that But he 
was a man too, and be kept all 
Crod^ laws, and nerer once did 
aii^^ tiding bad. Oh j he was so 
good as nobody ever was besides 

\ him in this world, and as soon'as 
he was grown iip a man, he went 
about doing good, and he cured 
all the sick people, and he made 
blind people see, and deaf people 
hear, andhimeptople walk, and 
'he cared for the poor, and the 
sick, and' told them all about 
God, and prayed for them, and 
talked to them, and many times 
he would go all day hungry, just 
to talk to the people, and do them 

■ g ood. 

"Wnen any body is talking about 
God and the Lord Jesus' Chqst, 
should not children be still and 
think ^bout it? 

lybat should they think when tbey 
' heair all thiait Jesus did ^ 

Did you think so when I was telling 
you about him ? Oh } think how 
much be did for you, and yet you 



wonH jiist &in]^ tiboiit him oim 
little minute* '' -- 

Was our Lord* iMIe baby when 
he came ioTiifk num. Heaven €q 
save us anraafeeus good? 

Was bis mother-rich ? 

Was he bom in a house ? 

Had he a nice warm cradle if 
other little babies bare ? 

What was he laid in ? 

Do you remember the litOe hymo, 
bi^nning '^ Hush my dear, lie 
still and slumber?^ There is a 
very pretty verse in it which 
says, 

» Soft and easy is thy cradle, 
Coarse and bard tny Saviour lay 

When his birth-place is a stable, 
And his softest bed was hay.*^ 

Did be ever do any thing that was 

bad? 
Is Jesus Christ God ? 
Was ever any body as gopd as he ? 
When he was gfrown up a man what 

did ke do ? 
What did he do for thebUnd peopl^ 
And what for the lame people ? ' 
What for tiie sick and poor peo« 

pie? 
Did be pray ^r any of th^n w talk 

totbemr 
And now if you want to be Uke him 

you must help sick people and 

poor people ton. 



SVNDAV SCHOOL APFAIRS IN NEW-TORK. 

The following discussion took place at a late meeting of the 
association of Sunday School Teachers, on the question-— Who 
are the most proper visiters from Sunday Schools ? The ques- 
tion was opened by a teacher, who thus stated his views of this 
interesting topic : <Mt has been decided in this society that 
the success oiUachers depended mainly on visiting the fimiilieSj 
connected with their Sunday Schools. Let us view this subject 
in its several bearings, considering the ttadmr as the most luite- 
Ue person, and the one best adapted for all its |iur\(Q«ft%« TV% 
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benefits then resulting from visitii^ 9re three-f(^d. lat, Totte 
parents. 2d. To the child. 3d. To the teacher. To the parents 
it gives a more familiar acqaaintance with the high objects of tte 
institution, and iihdaces a consequent attachment to tiM iS^^bool 
as a beneficial privilege to their children ; it creates a ftMiiger 
regard for the teacher, and a better reUance upon him.ftor tbe 
faithful performance of the task he has willingly assumed ; wlttle 
the beneficial efifects on the scholar are, love of his teacher, and 
a laudable ambition of being noticed by him, and commended for 
bis attention and correct behaviour at home and at school. To the 
teacher it gives a knowledge of the habits and disposition of ^ 
child, and the character and circumstances of the parent ; the 
ralue of which, experience alone can convince him. From 
these premises it is evident, that the result being such to the 
teacher, as here mentioned, he is the only proper visiter fi0m 
the school, inasmuch as it renders him better acquainted with 
the concern he has in hand, and the more capable of condaeting 
it. Considered in the light of a benefit to the parents, who can 
come to them more acceptably than the actual personal instmc- 
tbr of their children ? Who can better acquaint them^ with the 
objects of the institution, and give them a more correct detail 
|[,. of the rules and plans of their particular school, or of the pro- 

gress af the children, their merits and their faults ? For all these 
purposes it is evident that the class teacher alone is competent ; 
and who would they more naturally be pleased to see as a visi- 
ter from the school, if not the teacher ? The most ignoble 
among our Sunday Scholars will, doubtless, feel a touch of am- 
bitious pride as he sees his teacher approaching his house : and 
he will say to his companion, * that's my teacher,' and running 
bennre him to his parent, he will exultingly exclaim, here comes 
fnjf teacher. Alter the circumstance, and you will destroy the 
interest. For example, a visiter from the school approaches ; 
the child indifferently points him out to his fellow, if he knows 
him at all ; (which is not probable) then allows him to pass almost 
unheeded by, &nd how differently then will he report his ap- 
proach. Whei'e is the exulting look and animated tone of ^ here 
comes m$f teadien' They are changed for words like these^ cold- 
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Ij uttered, 'mother, here comes somebody from the Sunday 
School.' This single fact speaks loudly in firrour of my posi- 
tion, and seems to me to dedde the question. But what 
effect has it on the teacher ? I may say it is all, and every thing. 
It informs him, giyes him experience, and fits him the better fur 
'his work ; afifprds him new and valuable advantages, and above 
all, it interests mtk in the cause. Indeed, I cannot well under- 
stand how a teacher can feel interested as he ought, without yi- 
siting. This last advantage is one of the greatest weight, and I 
think the strongest plea in its favour ; and here doubtless is the 
reason why the teacher who begins with much zeal, soon re- 
tires dissatisfied ; he has not allowed himself patience and per- 
severance to survey the rich field of his stewardship. He does 
not attempt to explore it : perhaps a single walk over the field 
allotted him would have quite convinced him that he could be 
useful, and might introduce him to son^ rich discoveries, that 
would seem to offer him a pleasing hope of success in his la- 
bours.'' In connexion with. these remarks, the opener of the 
question stated several evidences from Jiis personal experience 
in visiting his own class, which he did regularly once a week 
on Saturday ; all of them most happily illustrated and enforced 
his position ; among others, he stated, the pleasing results 
among several formerly careless end indifferent, families; who 
soon greeted him with a cordial welcome on the expectied day ; 
the arrangement and economy of their apartments gay^' aniple 
evidence of the respect and regard they had for the visiter, be- 
cause he was the children^ i teacher. • The boy, who at first was 
always at play, and if seen at all, was. dirty and ragged, was now 
kept home, made ready, and waited to see his teacher. He re- 
marked, in conclusion, I have now laid the question plainfy be- 
fore the meeting, according to the yiews my experience baa 
supplied. Much more might be said on all these points, but I 
think the facts 1 have mentioned, (for which I youch my personal 
experience) point emphatically to the teacher, saying, ** there, 
is the most useful visiter from your Sunday Schools." A super- 
intendent replied, that although he approved of the sentiments 
that had been offered, yet he thought much might be advanced 
in favour of visiting otherwise. That an appointed visiter left op^ 
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portanities for the teachers to giye their time to otheni8efhl]piir'^ 
poses ; one advantage on the part of such a visiter was more com- 
j^ete leisure to perform his duty, not having it connects 
the cares of teaching ; and also a farther facility was 
hy having'a particular district assigned him, a^ compao» n!^ 
der his cbntroul, while the teacher visiting, might^^ the o1>}edii 
of his pursuit in every different direction. He allowed that no 
teacher could expect to have the same influence with his dass 
without visiting, for it would be as it were, rowing against wind 
and tide — an opposition scarcely to be contended with ; for 
without a knowledge of the habits and dispositions of his scholars, 
the teacher was quite in the dark, and could not succeed wiA. . 
success or safety. A social acquaintance would quicken affec- 
tion on either side : this can only be understood by those who 
visit. He thought that special visiters, not otherwise connected 
with the school, was a plan that had more advantages than had 
been generally allowed, in the opinion of others. He would 
state, however, thatlhe teachers connected with his school, 
found much facility in th^ plan of visiting on Sabbath afternoon.' 
They usually made two visits after the hour of worship, at 
which time the whole family was likely to be at borne, and at 
leisure : this plan, he thought, offered a more suitable season 
and opportunity than working days in the week ; and a teacher, 
by so occupying his time, might visit all bis class in a month. If 
teachers were to be visiters, he would strongly recommend the 
practice. 

(To be continued.) 



STORV OF BENEVOLUS — COUtiuUed. 

The following anecdotes, said the superintendent, are strong 
arguments in favour of my method of treating juvenile delinquents. 
Two of my boys, Charles and Edgar L. had behaved very impro- 
perly during divine service, and persisted in their fault although 
they were repeatedly reprimanded by their teacher. After the 
congregation were dismissed, these boys were detained, and 
when 1 had sent away the rest of the scholars, I called them 
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4]p to me, and sitting down on a bench^ I placed one each 
ii4^9 an<l as iiear as I can recollect addressed them as follows : 
ly^'jfm not know that one of our rules is, tob^^ays still, a^d 
4^ jifhiiot'tnow, that our first rule is to mind your teacher?, 
Tou m$ broke the rules of the school, you have disobeyed your 
.inadibr, you ought to come here to listen to the man of God^ 
who ; comes to teach you to be good, and to show you the way 
to Heaven, you will not listen yourself nor let others hear. 
You know, as well as I .do^ that it would be impossible for us to / 
teach a Sunday School, were all the boys to>do as you have done ; 
and 1 think it would certainly be unjust not to punish you for the 
great crime you have this day committed. At the mention of the 
^'word punishment, the younger ^f the two looked as if he would 
have absconded, if he had an opportunity, and the eldest as if 
he would have punished m^ if he dared. I dwelt particularly 
on this, that I not only disliked to punish them,, but that I would 
much rather receive the punishment myself, than think thi^ 
after all the pains I had taken to instruct them, and to keep them 
4n the right way, that they would still disobey me. And it was 
ibore painful to my heart than any puniHiment that could be in* ' it 
dieted upon my body — and how great will be your mother*t 
grief, my dear boys, when she hears of your misconduct. If- , •* 
^ou would only think, for a moment, how happy your mother 
would be to hear of your good behaviour, how rejoiced I should 
feel ; and it is so easy to make me glad and your moA|^ too, 
who loves you so much. You could make her heart gla4{- teJ^ 
would you not like to make your dear mother happy ? They 4 
still remained sullen, and did not appear to be at all affected. '^^ 
I had expected that the mention of their mother would have 
touched their feelings, and now there remained but one resource, 
to forgive, had I punished them f might have acted justly to- 
wards them, but would that have carried any conviction to their 
minds ? They thought of nothing but the punishment they were 
to receive, and perhfips were determined in their own minds, if 
they were punished this time, they would play truant so as not 
to be in danger a second time ; therefore, taking them each bj 

■ 

the hand, I said slowly and emphatically, I forgive yoa boQi, 
and if you are sorry, and do so no more, may God foi^ve you, 
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and your mother and f will be so happy. These words were to 
unexpected, they acted like an electrical shock. When I had tii« 



ken their hands, they had shrunk back and exerted thei||t^l^ ti 
release their hands, but when they heard the word Jf^ii|m«, tlwi 
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blood that anger had called, flew from their cheeks, and tbeji^lMj^; 
burst into tears, it was a triumph of mild and temperate discipliliie ) 
it was eyen more than I had expected;! was now assured that they 
were truly punished, for they felt a deeper wound than the 
^>> marks of the rod, and more lasting in its effects ; they wept, and 
their tears were those of soul-felt penitence. 

Thus, sir, I gained my object, and accomplished more' than I 
could expect from corporal punishment ; and I am conrinceij 
that a mild and forgiving disposition, patient and even temper, 
with a little discretion, will be found by Sunday School Teach- 
ers, if they will only give it a trial, much more effective than 
sternness, inflexibility, and force. But it would be much better, 
said B., to gain such a victory over the boy's feelings in. pritf- 
sence of the whole school ; could it be done , it would be 
preferable : It would be better, but it cannot be done. 
There are always a sufficient number of boys in every 
school, who would laugh at any thing of the kind ; it 
would be very difficult to keep a boy's attention fixed upon you ^ 
for any length of time, and if they saw one boy laugh at them, 
it would destroy all the impression your words might make 
upon them. The next thing to be considered is the difficulty of 
maintaining perfect silence in the school, which is always neces- 
sary in an affair of this description ; few boys can be found who 
would not be made more obstinate and hardened by being re- 
primanded in public. I have seen boys myself laugh when re- 
primanded by the visiter who was a stranger to the boys, and 
who might be expected to produce a more striking effect than a 
reprimand from one whom they had been accustomed to see. 

The effect of mental punishment can be seen in the following 
anecdote : John B. was a restless, troublesome and very inat- 
tentive boy. Nothing that we could do was sufficient to keep 
him in bis seat or make him look on his book ; his teacher kept 
him in school when the rest of the scholars had been taken to 
church ; the doors were locked, the windows were closed, and 
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he was left with his teacher who ordered him to stand up ob a 
bench ; a book was given him, and he was told as a punishment 
£)r bi^ restlessness and inattention, and since he was determin- 
ed tdf itaid up in school hours, and not look on the book which 
ifM^pvea luin, he must stand up one hour on the bench, and 
liaamst hold his book up in his hands, but must turn his head 
either one way or the other so as not to be able to see the 
book ; he was told that the reason of this was to tire him so that 
he might wish to sit down when he came in the afternoon, and 
that hy keeping his head turned to one side or the other, he 
Hkight perhaps be inclined to keep it straight for the other part 
of the day ; had this been done in school, perhaps he would have 
'^ stood on the bench and made wry faces, or ihe bojs would hare 
made wry faces at him, which would have been equally as bad; the 
boy in a moment after he stood up, began to cry, the reason was 
he had nothing to engage his attention, but -the thoughts of the 
punishment ; and, indeed, from practice I know that the punish* 
ment is increased ten fold. As the boy held the book in his hands, 
he was the most pitiful object I had ever seen, the tears running 
down his cheeks, the silence of the place, no answer to his cry < 
ijDig but the echo, and his thoughts of having to stay there an hour 
weipe, in such a situation, to him insupportable ; he turned his 
lace first one way and then the other, increasing his cryii^ 
every time his eye met the book. 

After he had been standing about five minutes, Which to him 
appeared tedious as hours, he asked his teacher if the hour was 
up yet — when he was told not more than five minutes had elaps- 
ed, he hung his head in silent disapp<»ptni^t. . Such a moment 
as this, was well adapted to reproof, the toneof mind, the dark- 
ness, the silence, the slow impressive voice of the teacher as he 
calmly and tenderly told the boy his duty, produced an effect 
upon the child's mind almost indelible. This, said the superin- 
Cendant to 6. , is the system of punishment ; inflict it on the mind, 
not on the body, make them think of their crime, not of its pun^ 
ishnunU I give you this word of advice, let your punishment 
be given mildly, your reproof tenderly , your advice affectionate?* 
\yy and it will always have double weight, and your work will 
be done effectually. A. 

May 26, 1824. 

Vol.1. n. 



THOnoBTS OR EARLY BISIII«. 

. The order flf Sunday Schools is too often deranged by tht 
late appearance of the teachers at their posts, which, duubtlese, 
in many cases, may be referable to late rising. I would present, 
fortbe consideration oCtueh. and the imitation of all, the follow- 
ing holy patterns from the divine fecords ; from which it ap- 
pears that Patriarchs and Prophets, and holy womeo of old. fol- 
lowing the steps of their divine exemplar in the pursuit of their 
pious duties, went ardently and early to their holy work, strict- 
ly according to the apostle's memorable precept, " not sloths 
ful in business'' — '" fervent in spirit, servingthe Lord." Let S; 
School Teachers "{^ and do likewise." Let their first uri 
earliest occupations be with God, that they may be kept uDspot 
ted from the world " and thus entering early on their labour of 
lore, before the temptations of the world alienate their hevtt- 
from duty, they sbail have done something, however Iittlei# 
the praise of the master whom they serve, wborequireth ba 
■teward, " thathe be fouijd faithful." 

" Jesus came unto the mount of Olives ; and early in fht 
morning he came again into the Temple ; and all the peopls 
came unto hitn, and he sat down and taught them. " (John viii ' 
1, 2.) 

" And all the people came early in the morning to Him, in the 
Temple, for to hear Him." — (Luke sxi. 38.) 

" And they (the Apostles) entered into the Temple, early im 
&emorning, and taaght" — (Acts v. 21.) 

" And when the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, and Mar 
ry the mother of James and Salome, had bought sweet spices 
that they might come and anoint Him, and very early in the mom- 
tng the firetdaj of the week, they came unto the Sepulchre at 
the rising of the Sun." — (Markxvi, 1,^ 

„ Abraham got op early in the morning, to the place where he 
Stood btfore the Lord." — (Gen, \i\. 27) 

„ Jacob rose up early in the morning, and took the stone that hs 
had put for his pillow, and set it ap for a pillar, and voaied a 
TOtB." — (Gen.xsviii. 18.) 

., Moses rose np early in Ae morning, and builded an altar".— 
£iod.xxiT. 4.) 
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** Joshua rose up early in the morning " — (Josh. Hi. L) 

** Job rose up tarly in the mornings and offered burnt offenDgs^ 

«(ScHrdtiiK to the number of his sods." — (Job i. .6.) 
;-" Tl^Qtij^d Job continually.*^ — (Job i. 5.) 
The pious Psalmist says, ''My voice shalt thou hear ia 

t]be morning, O Lord ; in the morning will 1 direct my prayer 

unto thee and look up ; and again, thou art God, early will I seek 

thee."— (Psahns 6. 3. & 63. 1.) 



[To the Editor of the S. S. T. Magazino.] 

Baltimore, May Ist. 

Dear Sir— The task of S. S. Teachers has beeni generally 
speaking, but little respected ; since, however, the difficulty 
and importance of such a task have been made known, and suita- 
ble preparation in those engaged in the work is acknowledged 
and regarded with the attention it deserves : it has risen in pub- 
lic estimation, and as the means of acquiring useful knowledge 
relative to plans of government, and instruction, have greatly in- 
creased, we may flatter ourselves with the assurance of ulti- 
mate success. 

I know of no means more likely to be useful in disseminating 
this information than your Magazine : should the following remark 
throw any light upon a subject that has engaged my attention 
please to give them a place. O. 



r THE NECESSITY OF PERSPICUITT IN S. S. TEACHERS. 

The first instructions given to young people may be consider- 
ed as a primary kind of preaching, more difficult than is general- 
ly imagined, and oftentimes more useful than the brightest and 
most laboured discourses. The effect of perspicuity does 
not consist in making ourselves understood, but in speaking in 
fluch a mdnner that we cannot be misunderstood. The S. S. Teach- 
er who teaches children the first elements of religion, cannot be 
too clear and intelligible. No thought or expression should 
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"tan from him above their capacities. Erery thing ought to be 
adapted to their strength, or rather r might say to (heir weak< 
man. The; must say bat few things to the m, express Ibem 
dearly, and repeat them often.: they should not speak bBEtily,or 
with rapidity, but pronounce every syllable distinctly ; gi« 
them short and clear definitions, and always in the snme words ; 
make the several truths evident to them by known example, 
and familiar cvmparisoDS ; speak little to (iem, and make them 
tpeak a gnat deal, whi<Hi is one of the most eeseutiiil duties of 
a teacher of youth, and the lenet practised. 

We must call to mind the happy saying of Qjiiotilliaa " tinrts 
child's mind is like a vessel with a narrow neck, in which M 
water will enter, if poured otunianlf^ into it, whereas, it fills iii- 
■enaibly, if the liquid be poured gently, or even by dropt." The 
teacher must proceed gradually from these ea^y steps to some- 
thing bolder and more elevated, according to thi^ children ; but he 
must always take eaie to adapt himself to their capncity, and to 
descend to them, because they are not in a condition to raise 
themselves to him. This task, thus to teach the young who 
very often want either capacity or attention, tt^e flrist priociplea 
of religion, there is nothing more tedious or distasteful to a 
teacher of genius, who may have a great deal of vivacity. Snt 
did not that great apostle of the Gentiles, St. Paul, in imitation 
of our God, manifested in the flesh— (I Cor. ix. 22.) — nuke 
himself weak with the weak, in order to gain the weak ; and 
must not others have had the same patience with us, when they 
taught us the alphabet and catechism, &c. Is it agreeable to a 
fetber to stammer out half words with bis infant son, in order to 
teach him to speak ; yet this gives him pleasure. Call to mind 
tbetendernessof^ben, who covers her young ones with her 
extendeibsings ; and hearing their feeble cries, calls tbem with 
alremnlonii note, in order to shelter them from the birdofprej, 
who, unrelentingly, snatches away such as do not fly for 
safety to their mother's wings. Lastly, the love and charily of 
Christ who vouchsafed to apply this comparison to himself, hai 
been infinitely more extensive — (Moth, zxiii. 37.) 
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This is what we must repredent, 9a/8 St. Ausdn,* to oar*- 
' ., selves, when we are weary of descending ta the puerility and 
v^ weakness of children, and repeat incessantly to them the nuM. 
' trile .things, run them over one hundred times.t it often hap- 
peoAy continues the same father, "that we take a singular plea- 
sure, on showing friends newly arrived at the city we live in, 
whatever is beautiful, uncommon or curious ; and the ^sweetneta 
of friendship diffuses a sacred charm over things which would 
otherwise appear exceedingly tiresoioe ; and gives them, as to 
ourselves, all the graces of novelty/' Why should not charity 
produce the same effects in us that friendship does, especially 
when the thing proposed tends towards making God himself 
known to men, who ought to be the end of all our knowledge, 
and all our studies ? 



BXTRACT FROM WAROLOW ON tlCCLlCSlASTES. 

Eccles. 7. 16,17 — "Be not righteout over-much; neither 
make thyself ozJcr-a;wc ; why shouldest thou destroy thyself? " 
"Be not over-much wicked; neither be ihou foolish; why 
* shouldest thou die before thy time ?" 

This seems to be an instance of serious and impressive Irony ; ^ 
of which the subject is, the line of conduct most />rtfden^ td be 
pursued ; supposing the end in view to be the securing offavouf^ 
honour, and prosperity in the world. Religion is a matter in 
which the ti;orZc{ is fond of modercUton: beware then of assu- 
. ming an appearance of sanctity greater than they approve of. So 
do not assume an appearance of too much wickedness : Deal 
prudently. 

The 17th verse must be ironical : it cannot possibly mean 
that we may be wicked if we keep within bounds. • 

* St. Austin^s admirable treatise upon the method of instructing cate« 
chumeos, ought to be read by all who have the tuition of tlie joiing at 
heart. 

f Scripturally illustrated. " line upon line ; precept upon precept ; 
here a little and there a little.**— ^Isaiah jcxviii. lo. 13 . (Ed.) 

* IrpnyT-(from Ironic, French) an^ode of speech in which the meaning 
is contrary to words, swift. 

Ironical— Expressing one thing, and meaning anoither—- speaking by 
ntraries. / bbown. 
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Sti«day Schiul FaeUimd Anecdotet, 

Read ch. 11. t. 9, 10, aa an ius^mce of Irony. (Rejoice.O ^ 
jroDi^ man in thy youth, Uc) and read I Kings, ch. 18. Elijah'r 
Irony. -^^'^ 

And to show the ifflpM»&i7t(^ of being" righieoua oycv mucb" , 
read 2Cor. S. 17.-1 John I1.».— Phill. 3. I3, I4.— Col. 3.4. 
—Rom. 12. 1,8.— Gal. B. 24.— I John 2. 15— Matt. 6. 24,- 
Jamea 4. 4.— 2Cor. 7. 1.-2 Pet. I. 6. 7.— Rom. 14. 7,8. 
WardloTsi. 

Can a man love God too much ; be too ipirituaUy mindei- 
too benevolent ? 



SVXDAV eCHOOI. FACTS ANO IKECDOTES. 

The beaatiful > effects of that " grace and truth that 
oame by the Son of man, tuid that has appeared unto all 
mea,i 'iStaching them to deny themselves all aDgodlioesi, 
and Itg'- ftdiow peace and holineis," is predicted in termi 
moit simple and expressive by the prophet Isaiah — " the 
wilderness ' and solitary place eball be glad — it shall blossom 
as the rose, and instead of the briar shall come ap the myr< 
tie tree." " The spirit that is from above, is pure and peacea- 
ble," and while it adorns, brightens and purities the soul — it 
directs the child of God in all things to adorn the grace and doc- 
trine of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. " The lion and the 
lamb lie down together, and a little child leads them." An an* 
gry Saul becomes full of compassion ; and love and mercy pos- 
sess the soul that nas before agitated with storms of passion — 
the demoniac sets at the feet of wisdom, " clotbisd and in bis 
light mind ;'' thus it is, that the grace ot'God working in his chil- 
dren to do Tiis will, leads them tu be " pleasant and lovely in 
their lives." " The Ethiopian changes hi« skin, and the leopard 
his apoti ;" old things pass away, and behold all things become 
new ; and in the language ofthe Psalmist — " The Lord takes the 
poor, the abject and the despised, that he may set them among the 
princes ofthe people." This pleasing renovation is oflen dis- 
cernable in the walks ofthe S. S, Teacher ; hii toils are some -^ 
times rewarded with beholding the children of his les^r carj^ 
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Sunday School Faits and jffi«edote«. ' -\;'ilfl6 

«« growing up as olire plaDts, and bringing forth fruit in their sea- 
^|Dn/' but bow worthy our admiration, and love, when we see 
is delightful change take place in those who hare been hi* 
ierto despised and rejected of man, considered often as the off- 
** scourings of the earth" fellow-men — ^yet often considered such ai 
the world would *' disdain to set among the dogs of their flock/* 
but the thoughts of God are not as the thoughts of man, and often 
do we behold many of the oppressed sons of Africa, partaking of 
*' the glorious liberty of the son's of God.'* Many interesting 
circumstances occur in the schools for coloured adults : the 
following is of recent occurrence :•— 

THE AGED SUNDAY SCHOOL SCHOLAR. 

A visiter noticed an aged negro conning oyer the holy page 
with the most ardent and diligent devotion ; '* what, do you think 
to learn to read, old man ?" said the visiter : he replied '* O yea, 
massa, me soon learn to read now." ** But do you know any thing 
about the Bible ?" ** Yes, massa I know— God teach me himself 

ft 

long before, and make me love de truth — ^but / do $o want to 
read this blessed book before 1 die !" Hope, prayer and praise 
was in his look as he said it ; and he again turned to his lesson as 
a little child* What a commentary on the gospel precept— 
<< press forward toward the mark, for the prize of the high cal« 
ling in Christ Jesus : " and what are the pious desires thus ex- 
pressed by the poor and ignorant negro, but the very thoughts 
of the Psalmist : ** O how 1 love thy law I — it is my meditation 
all the day — how sweet are thy words unto my taste ! yea, 
sweeter than honey to my mouth !" — (Psalm cxix, 103.) 

THE PIOUS STAGE DRIVER. 

A traveller taking the outside seat of the coach, and next the 
driver, an honest looking negro, of sober demeanour, and neat 
apparel, soon perceived from the tenor of his remarks, that he 
was piously inclined, and though strapgers before, they soon 
rejoiced together, seeing they were |^llow travellers on the high 
and holy way of Zion. Near thirty years this poor negro had 
been walking in the truth, and yet in the bond of slavery, and 
though, in his own words, ** he was slave now, his massa no set 
him free when he die ;" yet a Heavenly Master had died and 
iet him free forever from a harder slaver;—-** the bonds of 
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Sl3 Svnday School Faett aitdJIneedoits. 

tin nod death." He stated, tbntivhen first converted, hiaworldlj.J 

(uiadtid m<t«ter sought to turn him aside from the Heavenly ''^Jm 
He s:iu\, " when my maasa lirsl 6n(l me pray, he givi 
thirty lime; butOl me pray next time loo ! but I much afmlll 
Qiy poor luasau have go to bad pUce ; for he die poor s 
■ever sorry. '^ How bright and pleasaatly shines the light li 
truth here : it may well remind us of the earliest examplesnf 
Jwth and suffering ; so thia humble follower of the Lord JeaM 
was numbered among those, who, through faith and patience, in- 
bei'ited the promises — " who endured iri;ils of cruel mockiap 
and scourging, being destitute, a£Bicted, and tormented." — Heb< 
11. 36. 

Such are the rfecti of the Bible; how very importani then the 
JBStruction of the ignorant in Divine Truth. 

Extract from Jleporl of SvTiiiay SchoolJVo. 10, attached to SI. 
George's Ch'urch- 

" About three years since, we received a boy, who had beea 
(tisuiissed ibr some miNderncFinor froai another school. Being 
vf a stubborn disposition and violent temper, we hid little hope 
of success; he, however, remained with iis a year, but being 
guilty of improper coniTuct, left us. Having miide some good 
resolutions as to his future bsbuviour, he returned some months 
,l|Q)6r, but WW transgressed, and again left us. At a subsequent 
period, he again returned, but it was only to confirm the opinion 
that on him our labour was spent in vain. The same cause obliged 
bim again to leave us, nor was he ever aflernear the school, ex- 
cept to abuse the teachers, as they conducted the scholars to 
church. From this time he continued to increase in wiclced- 
ness, until about six months since, when the Lord was pleased 
to meet him in raercy and turn bis wandering feet. From the 
estreme of wickedness, which had at times almost brought tui 
parenls to the resolnlion of casting him off forever, he has be- 
come a comfort and consuLitioo to them, '\s a meek and humbls 
follower of the Redeemer, and an ornament to the church of 
which he is a member." 



The simplicity and pious tone, of the following lines must ex- 

cnse their bad English ; they were taken down from the actual 

' expressions of n poor Negro Christian nnd were put into the 

' hiindi of the Editor, by the Rev. Charles M. of the J^elhodiil 
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<r connexion. They are surely dictated in a Heavenly tongue, and 
■^-'^ will touch the sympathies of the Christian heart. We present 
i/ ^ then> to our readers, that they may meet the eye of the teachers 
of our interesting schools of coloured adults, hoping that the re- 
cital of them in the ears of their attentive pupils may awaken 
something in their hreasts like the pious spirit that seems to 
have dictated them. 

NEGRO convert's HTMN. 

In de dark wood, no Negro nigh,* 
Den me look Hehen,t and send up cryg 

And on me knee so low ; 
Me God, on high, in starry place, 
See me in night, wid teary face4 

De good book tell me so. 

God send his angel take me care. 
He come he self and hear me prayer. 

If negro heart do pray — 
He see me nowy — he know me here^ 
He say, poor negro^ neber fear, 

Me wid you night and day. 

So me lub§ God wid inside heart yi 
He fight for me — he take me part*— 

He sabe^ me life before — 
God lub poor negro, in de wood^ 
So me too lub — to lub how good ! 

Me pray him two time m^re.** 

* '< My Boul shall weep in secret places.^ — Jeremiah 13. 17. 

f Heaven. 

I << Lord all my desire is before thee, and my groaning is not hid 
from thee."-— Psalm 38. 9. a 

«« Thou art about my path, and spiest out all my wajs.^— Psalm 1 39 • 
«. 

'' And the Lord God shall wipe away all tears.^ — ^Isaiah 26* 8. 

I Love. 

j Mj heart crieth out lor the living God."— Psalm 84. 2. 

«< Love the Lord'lhy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, 
and with all thy strength.'^— Ldlce 90. 27. 

t Save. 

*♦ « Eveningaad morning and at WNm-dAy, will I pray^ and htdiaU 
iMarmyvoice**— Ptofan55. 17. 

*• Seven times a day do I praise thee, became of tby i%htMWl jodc* 
nents."-— Psalm 109. 164. 

Vol. I: 18 
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IMr'^OVEHENTS IN S. SCHOOLS. 




hi perusing the Bxitish Journal of Education, I find manyra^ 
luable hitfts, on the government and management of S. Schoab. 
I have selected a few fw your present number, and shall cull 
from its instructive p^ges sach plans as I think may be usefu!, 

id as can be adopted in oar Schools. S. 



From old Bashfhrd 0$neral Baptist S, School, England. 

<< We have receiifl^ adopted the plan of lending tracts to the 
eldl^i^ scholars, and changing them every Lord's day : this plan 
'^^v appears to encourage greater diligence ; and we trust will, in 
',, die hand of God, be made a blessing to many." 

jtOTK. It will be percei\[ed that this is on different prin* 
ciples from me loans from the library — it is a gratuitous privi- 
lege to we elder children, and calculated to prove a stimulus to 
thein#lkjen they might be careless of the reward by privilege of 
the.Kbrary : woA would be affording tU||^^ variety of pious and 
useful reading, more rapidly (whicfi lii very desirable) than 
would fall iolD their hands on the regular library plan. — Ed. 

1 

From Bingham, England. 

" A class has oeen formed from amongst those girls who ap- 
peared under serious impressions of mind, and a certain time ap- 
pointed to. meet them ; at which time one of the teachers ques- 
tions them, and gives them Suitable advice, according as their 
several cases require, and also explains more particularly the 
nature and importance of experimental religion. The benefits 
Faulting from this mode have been already manifested." 

Note. Might not each teacher, from time to time, make 

such a selection from his class ; and as a husbandman, separating 

his plants of promise^ and sheltering them from the sun and 

the storm, while the hardier ones may rema^i without the ha- 

^ aard of injuring their growth. Their treatment, as the ignorant 

' \ and unaffected is» that they are yet '' to be dug about," to be 

^ pruned mi trained ; to be ploughed and harrowed with the 

aniduous hand of instruction. 



. hnprimmint in S. Sehoilr, tif 

«■ 

^ -This plan wsnld be aflbrding> additional cnltDre to thsie deu 

^chilOreD whose minda are already teuderly affected iff lessons -of 

[■ |iiety, and would be defending them from temptations, and wa- 

. tering them ; and to change the simile would be as lepding^ and 

cherishing the infant brood, so beautifiill; expresa^ bj an 

English poet, in his well-drawD piclure of a pious teacher. 

■ *' He watcbed and wept — he praye^, and felt for all ; 
And as a bird each fond «ii<iuarmfiBt tries 
To tempt its mwJUdged oil's p ring- to ike skiet. 
He tries each art — reproves each dal] delay ;— 
Allures to brighter vtotMs, and leadi'.tke ^ay." -^ . . " 

' See this beantifolly illustrated under another similaAiJmali f 
40. n. " He shall/eetf his flock like a shepherd i he ahall «■- ' 
tiler the lambt vnth fdi arm*," Sic. — Ed. 

.'•■■■■■ --iii^- - .^, 
■ , .■ ■ •> . 

'[roFth«Aia.S.3.T.(iWI^] . ^./i- 

■ '::^,_ ■ ■' ^. ■ ..'■ 

EltCOCRAGEUeijF'i^ SVNDtr SCHOOL TEAa||pKI. 

Mr, Editor — The attention of your readers wtAaiely called 
to the discouragement and difipcnlty which oppoflR^ progress, 
and beset the path, of.S. S. Teachers. It may not be improper 

,to consider alao the encour:^ineat which they hare to pro- 
ceed in this (glorious cause. 

[ 1st. The valve of the human loul. This is so freqMn^ org- ' 
ed, and is so well understood by the teachers tbemseli^, thst 
thhoagb paramount to every other, to dwell on it wonld be nn« « 
necessary, it ought to be, and doubtless is, in a m^fwtty of in- r 
jrtances, a more powerful incitement to exertion than any ^ 
other. 

Sd. Sunday School Teachers are co-Korkeri wifh God, m Ae 
promotion of hU high <utd benevolent purpottt, toward* UuJIiUcii 
world. I say baneTolent purposes, for, althoiigb t^e who^ 
scheme of providential dispensations is but obe vast [#Aflf b*r - 

' nevolence ; and, although it -ffill.bc^'ftoDd at the hut yhjjr fbii 
the whole man of iniquity, which reodereileartbatflnAlriiai*' 
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220 tSnetmragement to S.&A00/ Teachers* 

lar to the abode t€ fiends, and wbicfa has depopnlated it by | 
means of famine, war and pestilence, are only necessary parts rf>(^ 
that plan ; and although it may, and wilt be, truly said, at Ae 
final day of account, that '* God has performed his will in the, 
armies of heaTen, and amongst the inhabiters of the earth," and 
at the same time, that he is just when he judges, and clear when 
he condemn^ ; yet inexplicable as it may seem to us at presMi 
he has declared in his word, that a great majority of mankind 
are engaged in opposing his will, and the progress of his tm&. 
All this sounds like contradiction, and might, in addition to th6 
fact that natural and moral evil exist, induce us to question whe- 
ther God were benevolent in his nature, or whether his purpo- 
ses towards this world, at least, were of a benevolent character. 
But the question does not admit of a doubt, and might be clearly 
proved by reason unassisted by revelation. God being self-* 
eaustentf infinite in power, so that none can add to or diminish 
bii f^Ofj, cannot be supposed to require any thing from his cres^- 
tiltes ttjlit Bty be to their harm. Besides, God, whatever be 
his chaCjMSfter, cannot but desire the esteem and obedience of 
his creatures. Now, he has actually constituted the human 
mind in such a way that mankind have, in all ages, loved the be- 
nevolent, and hated the malevolent part of their fellow beings. 
This single fact is no small proof that God is a benevolent being. 
Revelation has, however, forever set this question at rest. The 
example of his son is sufficient to make known to man the spirit 
and temper which he approves. To be a co-worker then with 
a being who is pure and perfect benevolence, considered inde- 
pendently of his other attributes, of wisdom, power, omni- 
cience and omnipresence, is in itself, to a virtuous mind, 
the greatest incentive: and if great names in this world have, 
of themselves, added weight to a had cause, what a dignity does 
it give to our actions, and what encouragement should it afford 
us to proceed, when we recollect that He, whose eye watches, 
and whose word blesses all our labours of love, is God over 
all things ; and that the great of this earth are in his sight 
less ^than nothing, and "its inhabitants but as grasshoppers." 
Let not the Sunday School Teacher then undervalue the dignity 
•f his employment, any more than its effects on a sinful world. 
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Sncowtif Miiml tf/'Swufny SelhMl TVachcrt. - ttl 

M Scl. Sunday Sehooi Teacher* Aould dtrive t^fffin-agement from 
Wit* fact that their laboart are eminenlly jMttriotie : no govern- 
■j' ncot can exist without the aid ofreligion of some kind. " The 
' repabUcs of Greece and Rome," sajsitn eminent writer of oar 
' coantry, " existed no longer than they maintained their religion, 
^ross and barbarous aa was the religion of both." A more 
modem republic mqde an exp^fifltut to eialt those 
which were "no Crods," above the r*Ktp<»i of the crosa^ ^^^' ' 
*nd the result was the overtfarow of Henelf and the slaughter ijtn 
' of thouiands of ber citizens. Men gave tliemselves up to the '' 
work of destruction in its most horrid tonn, ttatof duty and mqi;- i 
der ; and the cries, groans imd shrieks of miterj were hearifirsnk 
one Iwrderof her territory to the other. In these caiMv po- 
lite learoingi.of itself, was not a sufficient barrier to aS^atyy. ^ 
particularly in the latter, where there were scores of tttt9, 
whose talents and acquirements, had they been directed to pro- 
per ends, might have been eminently Qsa£il to mankind ; but it 
was tlH-ough the exerlions of this very class of men, tlint this 
greatGceoe of carnage aod death was presented to the world. 
The strength of onr^repnbScan government consists tlien in (he 
morality and virtue of the man of her citizens. Whatever tendi 
to increase these, gives her stability and strength .^Jj^Aii view, 
Sunday School Teachers are the best friends of ^%> country. 
They do not aim, indeed, at making their pupils statesmen and 
lieroes ; but, at what is infinitely more important, of makii^ 
t;bem virtiious and happy ; and experience has proved long since 
thatfl more effectual method, for the accomplishment of this end, '^ 
canbot be found, than ic presented in religious instruction. 

4. The Sunday School ia a place 'which may be rendered htghhi 
tuefvl to the TtachA- himitlf : The benefits thus'derived are of ^ 

, various kinds. In many Instances the Sunday School has pro- 
ved to the teacher, as well m to the learner, the boose of God, 
and the gate of Heaven. Young persons who have entered it, 
at first, perhaps, with a view of passing an otherwise tedion||T^ 
hour, have, while communicating kaowledge, been themselvc 
taught of God, and have been added to the number of b 
who shall at last be permitted to walk the streets of the Nifl| 
Jerusalem, atod be crowned with an unfading wreath of^lory. < 
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t8> Recommtniiation oftkit Work. 

If iti»-ti)e honour and happiness of tbe Teacher to be Dan- 
bered atnoug the people of Ood, he may derire iostructioa from 
the disobedieoce and perversenesa of bis scholars ; they mn; 
terve to remind him of hie insiiborilinatioa to one who i& ioG- 
niteiy high«r and better than any earthly instructor, and to one 
who has inGatlely mure nod higher claims to bin oberiience and 
gratitude) tb<in any whom he cnu lu^tmct. If he is called to exer- 
cise that charity, which not only ho[ieth,but endureth all thinp, 
let him remember bow gi-eat "contradiction" his master en- 
dured for sinners. Abore all, let him consider, that his path 
is that of obedience, and thai " to obey la belter than sacrifice, , 
- fud to hearken than the fat of rams." D. i 

BECOMMESDiTIOH OF THIS WORK. 

SttbiMth School Union of the District of Columbia and Us vicinity. 
Board of Delegates, 8d Presbyterian Church, 
' WashingtoD, 13th April, 1824, 

Resolved, that this Union recommead lo the several Schools 
Bnder its care the encouragement of the " Anierieaa Sunday 
School Magazine," published in the cily of New-York, and that 
thcSecretaryfurnishacopy of the annual report of this Union 
for pabhcatioQ therein, together with a copy of this resolution, ■ 
Geo. GiLLiss, Stcretary. 

With the ahoTe, we have had very politely transmitted to ns 
the first Annual Report of tbe District of Columbia Sabbath 
Union Society. We most cordially congratulate them on the 
•uccess that has crowned their laudable'endeavours. 

The report states, that "the Union was formed in July, 1883j 
and h'aa under its patronage U schools, 77 mate and 97 female— 
in all 174 teachers ; anS lOSQ white, and 850 coloured — ia all 
1279 learners. 

They have bad two general meetings of the teachers and pu- 
pils under their care, at both of which addresses were deliver- 
ed by several rf the de^. The interesting appearance ob 
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^^tiiese occasions of so many children prevented from committing 
* ihft sin which has, in so many instances, proved the beginning 
of an iniquitous course terminating at the gallows, we mean the 
violation of the Sabbath, and trained up in the paths of morality 
and religion, has not failed to produce a very favourable influ- 
ence iji be half of Our institution on th^ minds of th^xrowded 
audience who attended. 

In giving the concluding extract we will- not refrain from ex- 
pressing our decided approbation of the plan of Union. It re- 
mains a matter of surprise and regret, that there should yet be 
' individual societies toiling on without . those mutual helps and 
cheering sympathies, that this work of patience requires^ and 
which a bond of union would so well secure. The great sue- 
cess of the schools of the district of Columbia, flows from their 
*^Union.^^ The following is the animating testimony that they 
bear to the fact. , 

'< The Union sees new reason to congratalate its' membeni 
on its formation. It has been the means of reviving and giViiig 
new energy to several schools within its limits which had been 
rapidly declining^ and vtronld probably have soon become extinct; 
and it has also tended to encourage those that w^e in- more 
prosperous circumstances ; on the whole, it is coniSAentlj be- 
lieved, that the establishment of similar associatioqa, i|bere 
they do not now exidt, will have the happiest iofltience in pro- 
moting the interests of that inestimable blessing to the rising 
generation, the Sabbath day school. Providence has smiled 
upon our eflbrts, and our hearts are encouraged. While we 
ascribe to him all the glory, let us return with fresh courage 
to4he arduous and responsible, but delightful task of training 
immortal beings for the glories and felicities of the paradise of 
Qod.» 

Daniel Baker, President^ 
Geo. Gilliss, Secretary, 
Washington City, 13th April, 1824. 
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[Extracts from the Port Folio of a S. S. Teacher.] 

A THOUGHT ON THE RESURRECTION. 

*< It 18 sown ID dishonour, it is raised in glory** — (i. Cor. 16. 43 ) 

Soft and sweet from the vale spring the seeds of the flower 
That hlossom'd last summer on the brow pf the hill ; 

I remember how lovely it twined up the bower, 
And foolishly thought to have found it there stilU 

But they tell me the whirlwind had rudely been blowing; 

The full blooming flower had closed its brief day-— 
From the mountains a torrent that way had come flowing. 

And the wind and the flood had quite swept it away. 

They had moomed for the plant, for they loved — they ador- 
ed it ; [gone : 

They had sought out the spot, root and branch were all 
But the spring had returned, and in beauty restored it. 

And the same well-known flower the valley adorned ! 

Nature's pages thus opened — the lesson how cheering, 
That the death bruised flower should blossom again ; 

Bright Hope ! that the friends that made life so endearing, 
** 'Neath the clods of the valley," not always remain. 

So the Christian is not without hope in his sorrow, 

Tho' the wind and the flood sweep his best joys away — 

The spring is returning — the Eternal To-morrow ! 
And in life or in death that '' Light" cheers his day. 

The seed •* sown in weakness shall be raised up in power ;" 
Angelic in form it shall spring from the tomhh — . 

Blest Hope for life's garden, that every dear flower. 
Like the seed in the valley shall yet again bloom. 

S. W. S. 



The Editor acknowledges, with gratification, the favonrs of distant corres- 
pondents, and the attentions of valuable city friends. He is desirous that 
the Magazine should be an American production : and alUiouo;h he has manT 
valuable selections prepared, and abundant resources, yet preference shall al- 
ways be given to communications, if I hey are on leading and useful topics. 
He solicits information from experienced teachers on '* improvements m S. ^ 
Schools" 3 

Notice of the S. S. Union report, and the anniversary celebration is d«» "^ 
ferred, in order that a more particular account may be given, conaaetedl 1 
with remarks on the manner cf conducting the S. S. Anniversary in Mip* .^ 
York, diffeiing, we believei from any other of onr sister societies. a 
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THE UNCBRTAIVT¥ 0¥ LITE*. 

« 

> An ai^g^nment for activity in benerdent pumiits. |k 

'*fFhaiihyhandJndeihtodotdoquidcly.^ 

The design of this publication is to animate the slnggish to 
exertion, and to excite to an earnest zeal the cold and indiffer- 
ent in the' Heavenly cause of Sunday Schools. To comfort 
** the feeble minded and support the weak/' to ui^ flie de- 
Bponding and disappointed to wait upon the Lord, that their 
hearts may be encouraged, and to say to all, ** Rejoic^ md be 
exceeding ^ad, for great is your reward in Heaven.'* The sub- 
ject of this address is well adapted to urge home upon the he^» 
reflections that may prompt to diligence and fervour at a season 
** when pestilence walketh in darkness and wasteth at noon 
day,^' and to apply to our purpose the words of the divine 
Young, '* Death loves a loAy mark." — ** When the proud and 
strong in health is brought lo#." When one dieth in his full 
strength ** His breasts are full of milk and his bones moistened 
with marrow." When death itdvances amid flowers and luxuri- 
ant fruits, when the sun's fervid rays, and the courted breeze 
is alike charged with poison hostile to life — a season which re« 
minds the instructon of youthy *Hhat our life is as a shadow 
^ Mhat fleeth before the sun," a season when the bills of mor- 
tality number few of the aged, and the melancholy catalogue 
" Vol. I. 25 
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236 The Uneertainiy of lAfe. 

seems to be inscribed with the touching record of Job, ^' Mai 
cometh up like afiowerJ^^ We have been led into this train tsi 
reflections by considering that the Sunday Schools are nnder the 
conduct of the young, and youth is the object of their regard, 
and teacher and taught may more emphatically than ever say at 
this season^ " We know not what a day may bring forth ;" they 
meet .at their delightful house of prayer, '* rejoicing as a giniit 
to run his course ;'* but ere another sabbath ** the grare has 
swallowed them up quick^' — to one or other of them the sud- 
den lightning — ^tbe raging fever— or the deceitful stream has 
been the unexpected messenger to summon them to render an 
account to their Lord of his talents. That time is short, is 
not only the heavenly estimate that an inspired apostle has 
given, but a good and wise Providence has imprinted the les- 
son faithfully through the book of nature, where every day we 
ma^ turn the page to read it. All nature seems to cry aloud 
that ** TIME IS SHORT." Has not the Almighty thuis designed that 
we should constantly reflect on the uncertainty of our day in 
this present evil life, so that we may learn '' to apply our hearts 
to wisdom," else wherefore has he opened the mouths of his 
T)rophets since the world began — declaring the solemn truth 

>at we are '* Pilgrims and sojourners here," " accomplishing 
an hireling our day." *' Dust thou art, and unto dust thou 

lalt return," was the sublime and fearful terms of His first re- 
velation of this appalling truth from His own reproving voice, 
which was soon after followed by the actual accomplishment of 
his purpose, in the gradual curtailment of the days of men, till 
they were left bounded at their longest terms by three score 
and ten. And this solemn truth occupies so much of the Divine 
records, that vain man is without excuse if he obeys not the 
eventful precept, ** remember thy God ere the evil days draw 
nigh." In the whole range of symbolical language of Scripture, 
there is, perhaps, none more touching, simple and expressive, 
than the words from Isaiah on this subject, " we all do fade 
AS A LEAF." — How great the transition of all Nature's foliage, 
even at the most springing and luxuriant season — the tempest 
rends it, and it is gone ! the frost early nips it, and it perishes 
away ! the worm blights it, and it is destroyed !— the fiery 
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drought withers it-^steais its beauties — it crumbles into dust—* 
itod the wind scatters it abroad ! ^* We all do fade as a leaf." 

r 

It remaineth'true, then, that he that pursuieth no certain good 
in the current of his uncertain day, in the words of the Psalm- 
ist, '* He walketh in a vain shadow." His short hour of life 
passes on as a *' tale that is told," or a vision of the night ; and 
he is at last aroused to the solemn reality of that sublime sym- 
Ibol by which the Eternal One closes his revelation of this mo- 
mentous subject, by the record of His servant John, ** The an- 
gel lifted up his right hand to heaven, and swore by Htm that 
liveih and reigneth forever, there should be time no longer."-— 
Then cometh '^ the time of the end," the ** crush of matter aod|| 
the wreck of worlds," and mortal man becomes imnK)rtal, ao^Ajgl^', 
his works, the pride and glory of an admiring world, perish too ; ""' 
but these follow him, the memorial of which have gone up be- 
fore God, as the alms and prayers of Cornelius. Such are bless- ^ 
ed, and their works follow them to become 'the joyful theme of 
never-ending praise to Him who has ^ both' worked in (hiem to 
will and to do of his good pleasftire." 

Let the pious teacher constantly review this touching^ubject. 
And it is recommended that a record similar to the one' subjoin- 
ed be written in the Teacher's Class Pook for his cbntont pe- 
rusal, and it cannot fail to urge him to improve the precious 
opportunity that God fids given him to profit his own and the 
fouls of others. Such are the hints we offer to T^eacfaers of 
Sunday School Children, and, in connexion with the siibject, we 
£ave added an essay on the topic from the ** British Journal of 
Education" — ^trusting that the perusal might produce salutary 
effects on the minds of the conductors of cor Sunday Schools ; 
and the following extract from Langhomeso faithfully delineates 
the subject that we cannot refriadn from transcribing it here, al- 
though our polite readers may have before perused it. 

£XTRA^ 

From Langhome^s Theodoiius and Constantta. 
Man though born with fiiculties ti reach through the depths 
of tiTM^ and powers to flourish through the ages of eternUi^ 
seldom looks beyond the present hour, or is affected but by 
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preBcnt objects. The immortal soul, confined to this mansion 
of earth, becomes enamoured of her habitation ; and in time 
perauadeA herself that "/tere&he has a delight to dwell ;'" hence 
she is solicitous how she may repair (he toltering wall, and sup- 
port the frail fabric. Yet, sorely this attachment is strange, 
Consiantia, since, notwithstanding her solicitude for its preser- 
Talion, this frame nill soon fall, and very soon moulder into id 
native earth. Yet a little while, and every breast that is nav 
warm with hope, and busy with design, shall drop into the cold 
and senaeless grave. The eye that is reading this page shall be 
. closed in darkness, and the hand that writes it shall crumble la- 
lQ«tO (lust. — CorreipoTidence between Tkeodosius and Cottalantia. 



MONITORY RECORD. 

For Sunday School Teachers. — Designed to be inserted on (At 
Jint pages of the TeackeT''s Class Book. 

"lord babe ke to kmow mine end, ahd the measvbe of mi 
kirs what it is that i mait know how frail i am." 

" Dost thoa inquire, O my soul, of the measure of thine aa- 
certain days ? Dost tbou usk. Is there not an appointed time for 
man 1 are not his days like the days of an hireling? With David 
dost thou inquire of the Lord, and with his servant Job, dost 
thou s^y, " are not his days determined — the number of bis 
months is with thee — thou hast appointed the bounds that h« 
cannot pass ?" Behold the Almighty answereth thee, speaking 
by the moutb of his sernnts of old." 
- , " What id your life, even a vapour." 

"■^■^iiery man at his best estate in but vanity -J' 

" When a few days are come, then shall I go tUnray whence 
I shall not relum." " My days are switVer th&n a weaver's 
shuttle — swifter than a po^t they flee away — they are passed 
away like a Bwifl ship — as the eagle that hasteth to his prey— 
we spend our days as a tale that is toIcU— they pass as 4 dr^an 
in the night." > - i 



t ■ 
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^ ** Man cometii forth m a flawer aad is ctlt dowii-4ie 

. also as a shadofr and continueth not 

'■ • ■ . - ■ " ^ ■ 

They are like grass which groweth up--^n tbe-moniiiig ii 
flourisheth, in the eyening it is cut donrnand withered. 

My d^ys are like a shadow. As for man his day is as the 
giC^s ox flower of tiie fietd — it floiirisheth, but the wind passeth 
^yeritand it is gMie— rand the place thereof shall know it no 
more — ^.'^ , ^^Maitjs like viim^yr— wk do. all fade as a^leaf." 

*' All flesh Is gjj^^s and as the flower of the field — the grass 
witheretb — th&fioif^r fadetb — but the word of our god cir- 
i^RETH FORsyic^l Bohold thou bast ma4e my days as an hand's ,^ 
, btreadth — and mine age as nothing^hefiire thee''—** there is nO;; ' 
cunning or device In the gra?e whither thou goeft" — ** Wiu^ .;- > 
thy hand findeth to do, do quickly — for the night eometh !" - 

Lord ^o teach me to number my days» ^* that 1 may apply my 
heart unto wisdom." Then may I say with thy servant Paul 

*^ FiDR HE TO LIVE IS CHaiaT> Ti> DIE IS CAIIT.'' , AmOQ. 



THl:^ FRAlLTt OF CHILDREIT A MOtlVK TO DtLIOEKCE.- 

[From the Londo^ S. S. T. Magazine.] ^ 
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Various are tbeaEgmnents employed to excite Sqiiday School 
Teachers to an active^ persevering, and faithftU disf^Mnseof the '; ^ 
duties of .their office ;- of these, none appear to me more po«rer*^ V 
lal than those derived Xrom the consideration,, of the great liabi* 
lity of children to the stroke of mortality. This in^ression is 
strongly felt by the writer, while the iateiligence of the death 
of one, whose youthful, healthful, cheerful e<^|anattce he has 
been in the habit of seeing every returning Sabbat^, still sounds 
in bis ears. She is gone, for ever gone i--4he spirit is^fled, the 
tabernacMWtaken down. We shall see her here no more ; we 
shall instruct her no more. The stroke was indeed unexpect* 
ed. Had we anticipated it ; had ffe known the time of her de- 
parture to he so near «t haod^ with how much greater earnest* 
BOSS should we hare inqdcated our instructions ? But ah t it is 
too late/ TM Sabbath returns, and, nun^iers flock to our as- 
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sembly, bul Harriet does not appear. We read the Holy Scrip- 
tures, but Hiirriet heHrs not. We eiag, but Harriet's tongue, 
once employed in this delightrul exercise, is novr silent in 
death. VVe pniy, but she cannot unite with us in siipplicationt 
Surely such events are calculntetl to teach us to consider oar 
youthful chaise as mortnl — as passing away; and to lead M 
with iocreasbg diligence to 

" Point Ihcm (o a Saviour's blood, 
" -iud say, Ifeliold tlie way lo God." 

The consideration that children are peculiarly liable lo be re- 
moved by death, ii calculated, I conceive, to promote punctu- 
ality Hud regularity in our attendance, .issiduity in the perfortn- 
ance of our duty, spirituality in our instructions, holy and dig- 
nified evenness of temper, aud Warm affection for the children 
of our charge. 

If, on the return of the period for engaging in our labours, 
we seriously consider, that possibly in a short time, perhaps 
ere another sacred day of rest arrive, some of our youthful 
charge may be removed for ever, far beyond the reach of our 
sympathies and our care ; how will it serve to chide our slug- 
gish souls, and to urge our lingering feet to speed their way to 
the juvenile asseuibty : and the same thought ivill have its ose, 
when we get within the doors of our Sabbath-day seminaries. 
We shall consider that lime is rapidly flying, and (hat the mo- 
ments we have to spend with the children of our care are few. 
Industry will mark our proceedings, and we abdl be anxious to 
be instruraenlal to impart sonae benefit to their young and len- 
der minds. 

Perhaps, there is too great reason to lament a deficiency, 
generally, in regard to the communication of religious inatruc- 
tion, among teacners of Sunday Schools; and, alasl in how 
many idstances do we attend to it, as a child attends to bis task- 
cold, formal, a sort of usual routine which we are in the habit 
of performing. But surely if we were to view the children we 
have to. teach, as standing on the threshold of eternity, only a 
step between them and death, a solemnity would pervade our 
instructions, of whlcdyi perhaps, tbeydn aot often partake. We 
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should feel soipethiog of tbe ^* powers of the world to come," .. 
the employment of the inhabitants of heaven, their blessedness, 

.and the glorie? qf Him who constitutes their blissV would fill our 
minds. . An *' eternal, weight :of>' glory" would absorb our 
tiioughts, and it is quite probable that in such a frame we should 
experience joy in our work, and tiot have to cdmplaiu that we 
have lal^ored ji|^!)|^, and spent our strength for nought. ^ 

. This consi^ltRMf^ appears to me also adapted to promote 
holy, dignifielt^liJM of temper. Scniday Schoc^ Teachers 
have mu^tov|jHnii!t patience, in the various tempers and 
dtspositioM of Qm with, whom they have to do ; and 

none of us, I believe, are Wholly exempt from their /infiuence.r 
Where, however, is the teacher, who, if he were certain thsit 
the child he is instructing woiild before another Lord's day 
rettimed, be cold in deaftb, that would not be, under such cir^ 
cnmstances, Prepared to withstand more firmly the influence of ^ 
QOtoward dispositions ? In snch a case, Im tenderest sympd- ^*. ^ 
thies would be excited, pity would take the place of anger^ and 
the consideration, that it might be the last time he should have 
to bear with the imperfections of his. scholar, would leadljan 
to reprove with the greatest tenderness, and to pray thaf;^phiB^^ 
disposition of the offei|der might be changed, . if^e^'lplfuijfi.. 
resent even abroach of order, in ^a fretful and hasty spfi^ 
The affections of the teacher would be called forth ;i)js inmost 
soul would yearn over the young immortal, "while h^i^efiisclied 
tiiathe must so soon part with him forever. Mcrch of tluft > 

'^imigQ spirit which the Divine Redeemer exemplified, when 
he cried, " Father, forgive them, they know not what they do," - 
would be displayed ; while the influence of religion would be 
4nanifested, and our own comfort and peace Jprmnoted. ** And 
now, my fellow labourers, knowing the time, that it is hi|^ time 
to awake out of sleep, let us work while it is called to-day, for 
there is^noi^rk, nor wisdom, nor device in the grave to which 
oMr children and ^iiVfi also are ftiBt hastening." 
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>AV scHODi, tcachers directed to cokbider tbe CBmiiw 

QF fiOD, FOUKDED IHO EgTABLlSBED THROUGH THE 



Tbflt God is light, and in Him la no darkness at all, is tbe 
'divine record crt' John, concerning the High and Holy One. 
And this excellence of the Divinity must have been the leading 
feature of that image of God, in which man was constituted. 
Bui in this happy estate, to use the words of the PsalmiBt, " H« 
abideth not, but became like the beasts that perish :" for 
" sin entered into the world, and death by sin ;" and man, nbv 
was made " a little lower than the angeU," and created in 
light, became darkness, proudly seeking after knowledge at the 
insligalion of the Evil One, He became also carnal, foolish, 
devilish — subject to perish in all his faculties ; and his percep- 
tion of hear en ly good and fdith so lo^t, that it was only to be 
progressively restored ; for, his best estate of heavenly 
knowledge (during the time of his sojourning here,) id the lan- 
guage of the Uibleis, " to kn<nv in pari, to see through a glaei 
darkly :" yet having the promise that we may rise in his like- 
ness and be satislied, and see GoJ fice to face, and know even 
as we are known," when that which is perfect is come, and 
that wbicb is in part is done away. Tbe low estate into whicl) 
man is degraded, through sin, is equally an ttsiom with th^t 
which declares the divine excellency and glory of the creation j 
for the scripttinil declaration, in the words of the Psalmiit, 
" God is not in all his thoughts," is parallel with this assertion: 
manis darknesi.aad iakim is no light atall. The position that 
tbe church of God is established through the teaching of the 
word, is evidently scriptural from the commendation of the!' 
church at Ephesus, by Paul, " Ye were sometimes darkneft, 
but now are ye light in the Lord," And to tbe church in geoe- 
ral, as spoken by tbe apostle Peter, " Ye jre called out^ of 
darkbess inttf. marvellous light" — that is, having again been 
begotten in his image — visited by the day-spring from on high : 
hence, also, the invitation by Isaiah, " Come and let u« walk 
in the light of the Lord."— thai is, the tnUrvcttons of Aif word. 
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The divine means throngh which this e£^caciou8 change had 
tieen wrought, was even as the record by David, ** Thy word is 
sure converting the soal, *'and in thy light shall we see light; and 
the testimony of Paul, who was commanded to go teach the Gen- '^ 
tiles, " that he might tnmthemfrom darkness to Jight, and fron» 
the power of Satan unto God** — '* that they may receive forgive* 
ness of sins andipberitance among them if ho are sanctified Iqr^^ 
fiuththat is in oie»^ Such was his divine commission at thiit 
month of Jesros f^ld^ how was this to be accomplished ? Even 
by teac^iiur that li^rai^f which he asserts, */* Faith comes by 
hitaring^ hearing b5i;the word of God.** : The object of these re- 
marks is to exalt the view of the humble and pious Instructors of 
Ifoutb^in i^eg^id to Sunday • School institntions, to inspire them 
liitb a holjr confidence that their labour shall not be in vaiii in 
the Lord ; * trusting that it will animate them to exertion, 
and iencoun^ them to endure the cross. While they consider 

' that they walk in the footsteps of prophets and apostles— *nay, 
even the Divine Master himself— going about teaching the gos*- 
pet of the kingdom, and instructing into the kingdom of the 
Lord ; through which teachings by the power and demonstration 
df the Holy Ghost, the church is edified and built up : ior thitii 
the apostle to the Romans, exhorting them* to be ^teadfisty 
fays, '^ having received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him ; 

' rooti^d and built up in him, and established in the faith, as ye 
Itave been taught." We would urge Sabbath School Teachers 
to reflect on the excellency of their calling, and the apparently 
l^rious design of a God of mercy in directing them to teach 
^ark and ignorant sinners the knowliedge of the living and 
true God, and of Jesus, whom he has sent, whom to know is 
life eternal. That the church of God. is to be founded and esta^^ 
blished by the instructions of his word, appears from the fol- 
lowing summary of the principal scripture evidences ; the first 
and most prominent of which, are those two beautifully analo- 
gous ones from Isaiah and Luke :— Isaiah Iv. 6. — '* As the rain 
cometh down from heaven and watereth the earlhi^ and maketh 
it to spring forth and bud, so ahaU my word prosper in the 
thing whelreunto I send it — instead of the briar, shall come up 

the myrtle tree.^' And the same prophet, Ixi. 1 1.*^** For as the 
Vol. I. 30 v 
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earth bringctli forth her bud , noA the garden causetb the thingj 
that are thrown in it to apriag forth, bo shall the Lord God 
cause righteousness and peace to spring up before the nations." 
iDStructiou, through his word, is evidenllj' meant when we 
compare this with our^Lord's parable of the soner, as he ex- 
plains it to th« disciples — " Now the parable is this, the seedia 
the voTil of God." Among the ancient records of this beautiful 
truth, that tiie church of God, under his divine protection, wu 
to be perpetuated by the leaching of his word we have tbii 
commendation of Abraham, in Genesis, nhen, in reference to 
the church, that all nations should be blest in him, fthat ii 
Abraham,) the Lord says, "I know him that be will com- 
taand kii ekildren, uaA his household after bim, so that I shall 
bring this blessing ;" that is, that Abraham should teach the 
statutes in which God had inslnicled him to his cAiWren, that 
they should thus learn to keep the aiay of the Lord, and the 
blessing ofGod should be accomplished, they in faith pursuing 
the godly purpose and practice of Abraham. Thus, also, God, 
iostructing Aaron, (as found In Leviticus) commanded him It 
devole himself to his service, and to separate himself from the 
world, that he might " ttack the children of Isi-ael all his sta- 
tutes." And Moses, as in Deutronomj, instructing the people, 
■ajs, "only take heed to thyselflest thou forget tbeaetbingx, bat 
teach them to thy children's children ;" and again, — ■' let these 
words be in thy ktarl, that thou Uaek them diligendtf to tl^ 
ehildrett." The beautiful exposition of this precept. In the 78tit 
Psalm, it reij conclusive ; it is therefore given st large : "Gir^ 
ear, oh, my people, to my law ; incline your ears to the word* 
of my mouth. I will open my mouth in parables ; 1 will utter 
dark sayings of old, which we hnve heard and known, and. ovt 
fathers have told w ; we will not hide them from their children, 
showing to thegeneration to come the praises of the Lord, ajw) 
bis strength, and his wonderful works that he bath done i foi , 
He established a testimony in Jacob, and appointed a lav. in' 
Israel, which He commanded our fathers that they shouldmake 
known to their children ; that the generation to come might 
know them, even the children which should he born, who 
should rise and declare them to thtir children, that they mi^ 



Mit Aeir hope in God^ ludd not foi^tthe works of God, but 
hup his tommandminU.*^ This, it will be perceiTOd, is an exbor- 
latioD both to te€uh and learn tho law of. God \ to inqnire 
after^ and obey divine truth. The prophet Samuel ta 
warning and exhorting, l/be Ckwrch^ prays for them to be ** goi- 
ied into truth/' and says, " as for me, I will teach yon in the 
good and right way.'' So, also, the prayer of Soloihon in dedi- 
cating the Temple, he prays r *' Hear tboa in heaven, and teach 
thy servants the food way wherein they should walk." Con* 
aastent witii.this tmlii we find it told us from the earliest to the 
latest period, that the Church have walked with God, having 
learnt to do His will. Thus, we find Enoch walked with God ; 
and Mary chose the good part nut to be taken away. — David 
prays, "Teach'me, OLord, the way of thy statutes, and I shall 
keep it unto the end." The Levites of old were ordained to 
ttie knowledge of the Lord and of Holy things, 2 Chron. 30^ 
t2 — 3, 35. *' They taught all Israel the good knowledge of 
the Lord ;" and why was this ? It was that they might per* 
petuate the lig^t of the Church ; and ihe message of the pro- 
phet to Asa exposes the cause of their idolatry, and he thus 
I^eads with him : ** For a long time Israel has been without the 
knowledge of the Irve Goc^without a <eacA*r-*without a law." 
*' And Asahaving heard,these words, was encouraged in his heart 
to put away the abominable idols out of the land." Let us pass 
Oti to the protracted period of Israel's rebellion — and we find 
Jehosaphat, the faithful son of Asa, essays to build the Church 
of God, and he appoints and sends prophets to teadi in the cities 
of Judah ; and they had the Book of the Law, and went throi^h 
all the cities of .Judah teaching. Thus, the faithful in all ages 
become instrumental, both by example and precept to re?eal 
the mind of God ; He giving them knowledge and understand- 
ing to do his will— -even for the purpose of making known his 
works, that the children of men may nOt forget them, but 
** set their hope on God,^* This sentiment is expressed by Da- 
Tid in the supplication of the 61stPsaim : *' Create in me a 
clean heart, and renew a right spirit within me — then will I 
tAacb transgpresMors thy ways y and sinners shall be converted to 
thee,*' The prophet Jeremiah^ alluding to the glorious millenm- 
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um day, doclareB " tbey sbnll no more leacb any mao his oeigb- 
boor.but all shRll know Him !" And thus the Church of Goi 
is to be built up by teaching the fear of the Lord and the kaoiv- 
ledge of His will — by hia divine oracles. In the second of 
Isainh it is expressly said — " Out of Zion shall go fortb the Ian 
irod the viord of the Lord from Jerusalem ;" thus pointing out 
the establishment of the Gospel Church. So it is still the Im- 
gu^e of the friends of God. " O House of Jacob, come ye — 
let us walk in tlie light of the Lord." And Paul, in alludingto 
apostolic teaching, says, " The great salvation which at 
fifst was begun to be spoken by the Lord himself, and wascoo' 
firmed unto us, by them who heard Him." This apostle re- 
ferring to the building up ofthe^Church, says, " for which pur- 
pose I am sent, and so I teach in the Churches ; and »o 1 
send my belored Timothy to bring to your remembrance my 
ways in Christ Jesu.", as I teach." Aud to the Hebrewa he re- 
provingly speaks of their neglect of bis great doctrines and 
holy precept.s, thus: "When for the time ye ought to teach, 
have yov need thut one teach you, which be the first principles 
of the oracles of God." 

Lei us notice also his parting address to the Ephesian elders, 
who hud come to bim at Miletus, He there declares lioiv the 
Church had be^n built up through bis instrumentality. H* 
says, " serving the Lord with all humility, I taught from houie 
to house ;" and the matter of his leaching was, "repentance 
towards God, and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ ;" which things 
he says, " I hare received that I m^ht testify theGospel at 
the grace of God, not having shunned to declare the whole 
counsel of God ; therefore afler my example teach the Church, 
taking heed to yourselves, and all the dock of God over which 
ye are overseers, to feed the Church," (as is spiritually under* 
st«od) with the word of God, the bread of eternal life — so 
that they may "grow id grace, and in the knowledge of our 
Lord Jesus Christ." That the divine blessing follows these 
means of instruction is evident from the declaration of Isaiah — 
" I am Ihe Lord thy Redeemer, the Holy one of Israel, that ' 
teacbeth thee ta profit — which teacbeth thee the way tboa 
shouldst go." SoNicodemus says to Jesua, " Rabbi, ire know 
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UioQ art a teacher sent from God f* and the certnntj of the 
Lord thas perpetuating His Church hy the Mme means, - vis. 
the instructions of His word. He thus speak by Isaiah, " the ,' 

Lord will not remove thy teachers — thine eye shall see tbemw » ^ 
^— and thine ear shall hear a voice behind thee saying, this is '*^ 
the way, walk in it.'* Accordingly we hear J^sus declare, I 
am the way, and the truth, and the life : and after him his apos* 
tie asserts, ** we teach Christ Jesus, and Him crucified;'* and 
so the Lord, as the Psalmist says, '< has uttered a mighty voice, 
and great are the multitude to declare his troth ;'* and in the 
like prophetic terms speaks Daniel, '* many shall run to and 
fro, and knowledge shall be increased." The doTelopment 
of the Divine econ'bmy of mercy seems to have brought us to 
the period alluded to — a day when the knowledge of the true 
God, and his Son our Saviour, 'is abundantly increased; the 
iday of Missions, of Bibles, and of Sabbath Schools ; thus shall 
-the Gospel be spread, and the glorious Church of God be 
built up. To bear the humblest part in this Heavenly woric, 
ought to arouse the energies of our souls to- give our hearts 
and our strength to the holy labour ; so that having borne a 
part in building up the walls of the spiritual Zion on the founda-^ 
tion of Christ Jesus, ours shall be also the happy portion of 
bringing *^ the top stone, with shoutings of grace be to it.*^ 

The day of the Son of Man will reveal what part in tHe 
good and perfect work has been borne by the divine institution 
of Sunday Schools, — with the foregoing evidences, that the in- 
structions of the Bible are to establish the kingdom of God. 
We present our readers the following reflections, on Ephe* 
aians, 2d chapter, giving so animated a description of the glo- 
rious temple of God, boilded '< of lively stones,"— that it should 
warm the desires of every pious christian heart to bear a part, 
however humble, in preparing this heavenly habitation for the 
spirit of God. 



Church of God. 

The Church of God is very properly said to be a most no^ 
^le and wonderful work, and truly worthy of God himself. 
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e is nothing so auguBt as this church, seeing it a the tea- 

e of God 1 
,,JVoi/iins so worthy of reverence, seeing God dwells in it. 
. JVolhingso -dncieat, seeing the patriarchs aad prophets Is- 
a building it. 

J^olhing «o solid, since Jesus Christ is the fouodatioD of it. 
Jfotking more closely united and indivisible, since he is the 
corner Etone. 

M'othing so lo%, since it reaches so high as heaven, and to 
the bosom of God himself. 

Jt'olhiitg so regular, and well-proportioned, since the Holy 
Ghost is the architect. 

Nothing more beautiful, or adorned with greater rarielyt 
■ince it consists of Jews and Gentiles, of every age, country, 
and sex, and condition, the mightiest potentates, the most re- 
nowned lawgivers, the most profound philosophers, the most 
eminent scholars, besides all those of whom the world was 
^^, Dot worthy, have formed a part of this building. 
^^S J^'olking more spacious, since it is spread over the whole 
^1^ earth, and takes in all who have washed their robes in the 
k blood of the Lamb. 
r '''Nothing so inriolahle, since it is consecrated to Jehovah. 

Jftlhing so div^e, since it is a living building, animated, and 
inhabited by the Holy Ghost. 

JVnthing so beneScenl, seeing it gires shelter to the poor, 
the wretched, and the distressed of every nation, and kindred, 
and tongue. 

It ti the place ia which God does his marvellous acts ; the 

theatre of bis J jiJii'ce, mercy, goodntit, and truth, — Where he 

is to be sought ! — where he is to be found, and in which alone 

he is to be retained. — V^ide Dr. Clarke'$ Noiet en Ephetianif 

^■■, tmpterS. 

' THE SUN DAT SCHOOL TCACUERS' PAAVEK HttmiO. 

The teachers (HO^SuDday School to which 1 am attache^.rl 
besides the frequent m««tbgs for bnsiDCU, bold a prayet ine«l- 
ing the sacondHoaday of every month, to which all thou con- 
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red wiA tiicsckml are invited. The meelings for business 
load reguUuly aUendeil ; but a consciotisnes-B of my omn. ina- 
bility toUke ui actirh pntia Ac dntiei Of the locetiiig.ftt i^ 
rer* deterred neforsmne time, Bllfaoagh tb« iiicFMwi)**^^ 42^ 
ly'l felt, M the notice froin month to month wh given ^P 
ta'scbooj, oonTineed me that Imanet^ec^myda^. Id^ 
meatit^ hr prayer is Ghurch««, at which a miaii^w 
* with frhom tre are bat slightiy acqaainted, ohfaongh 
we 'may cxclode aU'thoag^taof the tbings of thii world, and 
feet a deiire to pay oar deTotiona to the gnst Snpreme, 
jet we taever fed that indeecribable emotion ^li lakes m 
firm a bold of the heart, as when we see those with whom we , 

ate is habits of intimacy kiwetiqg aronhd as, attd hear tbera im- 
^ring the ^me mercy to- rest upon ns. We feel as if fer 
in ealj the pnyer was intended ; insensibly are we'more and 
more interested, and at last find oundf oO^ps^nf the smm « 
pMyer^ aiid unconsciously followiitjr the words of the speaker. ■^' 

When attend^ bone whose official diity it iajto ^ny Bajgii& i 
exhort, we seem apt to lisles for the purpose f^ «xaniming^^' . • 
rather than joining in hia feelingSi' We tfahikBiof«ofthe ttimi-,'^ 
aer in which the sentimeBts are delivered, thMi of him to wb4^_, m 
they were addresaed ; and we fre^nendy' admir* 'f]^' . - - 
toi^m that can utter, mo^ more tHan the iMBrt that e^^^fiic' JB 
tate. Themeetingof Aich I shall iMelnpt to gim-a frlnt dt^ ^^'^ 
tcription, was held st the boose of a female tea<^cr,whoi<e«dl!d|||^'v 4 
to-tbe upper partof the city. The ni){fat was dark md r[|iiijJiB|hij 
the distance, together with the ioclemeiicy of the weather, fH^V^V 
Tented many from attending, particularly of the female schOot'.-j^].C> 
The Secretary of the school and 1 were the first two gentle- '^'^' 
men there. We feund the mother of the young lady, her rit- 
ter, and two^^mft children, who had been allowed by their 
graudmotber is il^y up later than UHual, to be present at tbe Jf'' 
prayer meeti^'itf the Sunday Schoolteachers. The mother 
welcomed us IB, and begged us towcnsabertwo daughters for 
^a few moments, who, with the superiat^ftnt.or the female 
^lichool, was inanadjoioiDgroom, prepaH^Vame bnsihnss fer 

the ensuing Sabbath. We sat down, sOd as I cast my eycf l^ 

around the room, it appeared to me as if erery objc^Jjiat met ^ 



objertjjM 
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my ^ye, reminded me of the solemo daty of the eyening. flie 
fitmily Bible, with the name of its owner, in gilt letters, oo & 
back> ;WB8 on the table ; and a psalm book with many a haf 
tarne4^(iown, lay beside it. The very dress of the children, 
so dinemt from the gaudy ribboned ornaments in which they 
are wept to be dressed when company is expected, attracted ny 
attention by its neatness and simplicity. The manner ^n wbick 
the members approached the house and entered the room, )ie- 
tokened the errand op which they had come. The gentle nf 
at the street door — ^the echo of their careful step throagh the 
nncarpeted entry — the caution observed in opening and ahutting 
the room door — the feeling manner in which ^* I hope you ive 
well," wa9 spoken, as they bade good evening-^the concern ap- 
parent in each countenance, as remark was made; the unfit- 
▼oarahle state of the weather will hinder our female friends 
from attending — ^the thoughtful serenity of their countenances, 
as they seated themselves in silence, proved that they took t 
deep interest in the meeting they attended, and were prepa- 
. ring themselves to take an active part in the solemn duties of 
' * the evening. The exercises commenced by singing. Let us, 
said the superintendent, render thanks unto a merciful God, 
h who has kindly permitted us again to assemble together. The 

* , hymn was readi over audibly, carefully, and a few words 
^ added in explanation. The person that generally raised the 
hymn was absent. Two of the young men were very good singers; 
yet, although personally called on, neither of them dared to 
trust their voices amid the stillness that had taken possession of 
the room, and had already communicated itself, with all its 
solemnity, to the inmost recesses of their souls. The superin* 
teAdent then asked if any of the female teachers would raise 
the tune ; afler a moment's hesitation, one of them, at the re- 
.;^ quest of the lady of the house, commenced. I do not pretend 
to say there was much melody or any scientific beauty in the 
music ; but all that I bad conceived of harmony, with simpli- 
city, was here realized. The appearance of the singer as she 
slowly and meekly raised her eyes, not to those around, but to^ 
wards Heaven, the sound of her voice trembling more from reve- 
rence and awe of the presence of God, than fear of the presence 
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of man. The other femiale roices, occasionally heard at the 
cloae of each line ; the indistinct sounds of soine of die men 
acquainted with tiie tune, and the confused murmur of tho 
remainder, made an impression that returned, atintertris, lo^g 
ifter the music had ceased. At the close of every two lines, the 
BKKMttit of stillness between the singing and the readmgof the 
next two, was heard the dropping of the rain on the brick pare- 
ment, and the dashing of the storm against the windows, toge* 
iherwith an occasional long-drawn sigh, and the heavy respira* 
tion of one who had, from the intensity ofhis feeliiqpJ|t|iong him- 
self out of breath, formed a symphony, that well accorded with 
the tune, and completely harmonized the feelings • Truly 
must we say, this was indeed the music of the heart 
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fr DSBATES OF JBB ASSOCIATIOK OF SUNDAY SCHOOL TKACHBRf* 

[Continued from page 206.] . \fm^ ^ 

«* Question.— Who are the most proper Viuten to Ihe Hooses of the 

Children ?»^ • 

ibiother Superintendent in reply, remarked, ^ duit doubtleas, as had 
just been stated, a special VMer had many ihcilities for the perform- 
ance of bb duties, which could not be possessed by the teacher (as Vi- 
siter.)— He rmghl be useful to the families, and gain himtdf mpch ex* 
perience and valaable information— but what was be to do wi^ i^^| * 
bow is it transferrable to those in the ichool^ to whom it would be usMI 
•i-how can he well communicate it to the respectiye teachers, to whom 
it would not only prove valuable and profitable, but is also necetsary f 
This cannot be done on any plan, and the teacher of cymrse for^^oes 
much useful experience by allowing another to visit for him ; and ez- 
iJudes himself from the most valuable helps, the possession of whid|^ 
inromises him sUrer and more immediate success. V isiting the schdArS 
18 the most important of Sunday School duties, it gives additional fOlea 
to the effect of every other ; an intercourse with the parents will pro- 
mote the dislcipline of the school, by enforcing a more regular and,3.4^^^^ 
punctual attendance, and disposing the children more readily to. sub* ^'^;/)' 
mit to its regulations. He said, " It was ui^ged in one of our earliestrv^^v 
discussions that such visits would, under prudent management, prove 
the best means of obtaining the influence and co-operatiou of parents ; 
if so, the inquiry is of moment—" who are the moet proper vUi^e?^ 
Such a question woUld have been needless did not various plans ftevail 
in Sunday Schools at laige, and some of them productive of evil rather 
than good. The least eftcient plan, and that which prevailed at the 
earliest stage of Suudbiy Schools, is that of having a committee under 
the name df ** Visiters c^ Absentees,*^ whose duty it was to visit all 
the absent scholars promiscuously cbiring the wedc ; or at stated tisses 
once or twiee a month ; it can easily be perceiTed that this plan only 
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MTTM to proniDte * regrater atteodaDoe— no >cqaaintaac« ii iiililiMii 
«d with the ftiiniliei bf tbeie Iramiatl vwiti, and a* the viait* an »• 
chirivel; to tbe-abitnite*, the others are omitted, though tbej oocanan- 
tlBy extend tiieir Titifa to al) the famitie*. The; are Of little oaa Inm 
like ehuiM tit rititen, their infreqaency, and want of re^nlarilj it 
improred ijatem itf riaitirig has been more lately introduced — that ■' 
haTing a (tandiny uiiiiuiiltee chosen fTotn among the diiwetoft or ink'' 
ag«ia, or rrom the eMera or members of the church, to wluclt tli> 
acbool ii attached 1 each of this committee has a risiting district a»^ 
Hgned bim for ods jear ; they are weekly riutera of abaenteea, m1 
imIm ocoaaional viut* to all the families of their own particular dialnct 
Tbia plan ia wattTt^lculaled to improve the truant boys, aod keop At 
careless iaMMihr attendance, and wiU donbtless excite iacreflMd'bi-' 
tareat in thM^wnt* and scholars ; aome ichoola, however, adq 
■citbei: eftbe aboye plana, send a messeDger from the claaa e 
Stroda^iWithenoteof inquir;: this 117617 goM when connected win 
asfitemorrititiiiK, bat without that it will be'tfJinleaTftil. IwcadI 
ramarh this — the plans of visiting' I have mentklwd, are very iinper> 
^' feat) and prodnctive of hot pnrtial good ; the on^ eSciem ayaten of 
' ' I jail inn is that which tboue;fa it mu«t natnrall; suggests itself, ftf 
i* the least prevalent of any ; and thoagh it attained practice p rey i o M 
to the aeuaible and valuable hints of Dr. Chalmen, it has since tbatp»^ 
riod gained muoli grouad in uur Sunday Scboola, and has led to cteat 
conseqtieBt imprui umtiiiand sacces*. This system J^Lg^eral Tinla- 
^ tioD of the /amilies b\ t!i« teacheri 4nd all the condudKof the m^ooL 
^^^ The Superiatt^qJeut unil other officeri) making visits in 'rotation, uA 
^ ^KBteacb teacher viiiling tiia own scholan, assuming the social Cmtmaa 
■ ■ "'■ .'cf pniloral vinti. 'In tliis way a familiar Jntercourseis promoted wii 
the f^irnilf, by whibb Ct'^' teachers acquire the useful knowledge of the 
' circumstances, habits nnd diEposilions of the cliildren, and learn aiao 
the character of the pareals. -The value of such an acquaintance, and 
the neceetity of it, inntt4>e seen at a glance, and must at once coo- 
viDce that they are the only proper visiters lo tljc homes of t^ie ^lit 
dren. &ut this system also. Hl£apable of iroprovement. It is a mU- 
knewn fact, that the common niiod estimates the vntuc of a thing byi the 
trtoble exerted in obtaining it ; aod it riees in worth according to the 
difficulties overcome in order to poitess it. Thus, very trifles rise ia 
estimate when great exertions are made to obtain them. Let then tt« 
conductors of Sunday Schools be reminded to make the lea^ of their 
afTatis a matter of mjmrlance, and as it were to encompass sea and land 
to obtain the least advantag;e, in furtherance of the object Uiey have in 
view. For these reasfms ittnighl be suggested, that besides the regu- 
larviaitaof the teachers, Iheaoperintcndent should visit all the famiUes 
^v.- jeaiiy, half yearly, or quarterly, and when practicable sbouM be acoom- 
^^'' l^edbj the pastor or elders of Uie chnrch, particularly in case c€ 
^^-^'Cichness. Stated perio'ds of visiting by' both teachers and superintend- 
ents would give much effect, from the circumstance of its disclosiiy a 
regalarit; in the movements of the school ; it might, therefore, be rf 
great advantage to the teaclier to visit each family connected with hit 
class on New year's, Christmas day, or any national holiday. Thi^ 
while it afforded time and opportunity to the teacher, would presedt an 
opportunity for some suitable aod useful reOections. The school 1^ 
which I aat a owductor, has long pursued the latter practice, ^^is I 
baveadvocatedas, in my opinion, tbe best to pursne. Muchproaperi- 
tyhasbeentbereeultof it, and were all our Sunday sohooIseatahUsbed 
under atioh regulati<su in regard to visiting, the ba|^y t^bota vmM 



DtbaUt.^tk».Auociatio»o/S.S.Ttaeitin. tS3 

Mon be discemmble in the impraTement and moral adrMiceaneot of G» 
■ofaoob, and tbefaiDiliescoiuiectedwith them. But mmay teaoheni an . 
deterred from tlieee duties b; tbeuDpleasantneuaT the talk; butthuii 
onlv from want of Auniliariiy witb the mbject. At fint there will leaai 
to, be manj obstacle* in the iraj ; the visiter is received witli doUueit 
IBd indiffereuoe ; but this is, in most cases, scxia cbaoged lor kmoit eo- 
tUCJmg abbUitji more frequently found amoD^ this orier ofpMffe tbu| 
elsewhere i for thev are untainted with the sophisti? and tmw^erriaf 
hnKwiis; of the ptuiter world. Repeated visits gain tiieir honest p™ 
ml, excite their fp^itade, and soon win lk»ir best confidence. All 
diffldence and reserve are removed, and the task faecenies afreeabh 
ud ddligbtfut, and offers gfood opportunities to obteitation and moral 
refiection. Such viails become dailv more gratifjilV ^D the teaQher, 
because bewiil/MJtIieir value and usefulness to AintsajTUAotben. 

Consistent with tbe views J have here taken, tbe kH&K^h an ftrti- 
deoftbat school of whichi ttmoneof Iheconducton. '<lliballbe^ 
datj of the auperintendent to visit tbe parents everv quarter, (if an; wise 
practicable,) bnt it t^U bj no means be neglected balf jearly. A list 
flf the absentees befaif made out ever}- Sabbatb, the^ sbaU be visited 
dniin; the week; and tbe teachers shall visit tbeir scbolars at ^if 
bomesas often as possiblej and there shall be no other ^pointmOMtDf 
viaiteia bom tbe school b«ridei the superintendeot and tncbera, they 
being the most proper persons, and such an bcqnaintanc^htp increasing 
tte facilities of baaching' tbe children." 1 lia.vc(huB fully expreHScdmj 
views on this nAject, and doubtless it nieets (lie opiniaiis of man; ; yet 
flMj may answer, althouKh the plan of teachers viEitiD^ is the bett, jet ■ 
it. cannot generally be adopted ; tbe burden is Ion gtieal, Gonnected irit^ ^ 
t]ie other duties, and tbej hare not time to perform fsithfullj this dutj*4 
but it con be done, and teachers have dine. Let it not be said bf 
dtOM (vhom tbe love of Chtisl should constrain to labour) that tb^ 
will "let slip" inch precious adrastagfes aa Ibis system offers, b»- 
oause the toil is .great O! let them cnniider (be abundaut recom- 
pense to themselves, their Kkolari anil the parent* ; and let 
tbMi at least be resolved to accomplish /tin part ; and tbe etfitiBVed 
iwactice of it, I doubt not, would so iocntsRlhe facility of die task; that 
in time they would be enabled fidly and faithfully to execute it. (^ 
dinarily tbe classes incur S. Schools) consist of ten sobidars ; iThtch,at 
the Btmost, gives an appointment cjf ten fajniliei to tbe teacher. In 
well-regulated schook there will be, on an average, am, tf tbe ten ab- 
fent: thus, tbeviaits of absentees, would beonevMta went, occnpy- 
ingi'at the utmost, (taking into consideration teachers Lring out of the 
diiMct,and'thetime occupied in goiugaoH coming,] one hour; this would 
be bnt a deduction of one ftuur from 85, alltheieascDablebDnrifbrtrans- 
aoting of business and duty, during a week. But let these visiti b«, 
pnnctoally and ^thfuUy attended to, and this time would be gamed, ''' 
most of them ; fur the greater part of the classes would not report ai 
absentees for months together : but the teacher will say, (as those ^ 
the parable, vrho were bidden to ciHne and be partakers of good things, 
as S. Scbod teachers are in this concern,] " i have my farm,inT mer- 
chandize, nrf wife; pritb'ee have me escnsed." Itcannotbi; thoa 
ought not to McxeuMfi. Let us take an extreme case. A teaolMr is w' 
gaged in bnsinesa^ whole six days; ha* betides a ftia^and boine; 
all with thMr urgent obligi^ni pteaiding for his time. Let it be so ; 
but be has wiaely ud meroifnUr reacdved to pvsne tbe beHoaly, be- 
neficent purpoae of instructing tbe youngi tbe poor and ignoiantt int* 
" Qw gospel (^tbtKiogdonit'' sad M a faithful asdirissiteirard, tar- 
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log raceiyed, at the hand of Divine ProTidence» ten Mmls, each 
of more value than a world. He will covenant and engage to afai 
every justifiable means to obtain such in6aen<» over their mind, air l» 
gain their attention and good will, so that they mav hear those tlnifi 
by which faiih <;ometh : and he will consider a mendly intercoaisa 
with them at home to be of the first importance. And thoogfa wili^ 
form and merchandize may binder him at other seasons, he will give a 
portion ofkit S€d>baih to this useful engagement Two visits ev^y Siih-. 
bath afternoon and evening, would complete the task every five weeks: 
and thus the classes might be regularly visited, only devoting a mufi 
portion of the Sabbath to it But broken opportunities of leisure fall ti 
the lot criTall ; and a Sunday School toalk would prove to the teacher,a 
pleasing recreation at all times. This would make him a regular and 
faithful visiter ; and thus would be accomplished a useful purpose^ and 
it would prove a happy illustration of that striking portion of the panh 
ble, that says, *^ he traded with his talents, and gained other two.^ But 
some may say, " must I make a sacrifice of my pleasant sanctuary, apd 
Sabbath privileges ? I answer. Yes : and in the words of our diviM 
master, I repeat — ^^ freely ye have received : freely give.^ And to dbi 
good and distribute, ^/org^ef noi; for with such slM^rifices Ged ia wa 
pleased ; and I would mquire, why should a man, whom God has blcssadk 
Inep this precious store of grace and truth within himself, qtiy Soft Ik 
cvm precious peace and emoymeni^ and alone to his ovmprqfii; shoiid 
be not rather dispense its Ught, and joy, and blessing, for the happmew 
and prc^t of his fellow men f This, indeed, is a charity ** that droppeth, 
like the gentle dew from Heaven^ upon the place beneath : it is twice' 
blessed ; it blesseth Him that givea^ and him that receives." Let 
then the S. Schoc^ teacher resolve to visit the dear children of his 
charge, and prove instrumental in advancing the present and eternal 
interest of parent and child : let him deny himieif that he may bestow 
rich and fertilizing blessings on them: let hiixrmake the sacrifices that 
the important occaaon demands ; and though it may prove a heavy bur' 
den and toil to the flesh, yet it will assuredly prove abundantly refresh' 
ing to the spirit I then decidedly say, that I should admire to see the 
8. School Teacher, the only visiter to the homes of the children ; ai 
he is the best visiter for this important and useful purpose.*' 
A superintendent said, that he should advocate the sentiments 

fireviously ofiered, but he regretted that teachers could not be found 
at least a very few,) in our city to do it ; and in debating on the 
subject he thought that teachers should consider local differences ; he 
therefore thought it his duty to point out a necessary substitute for the 
excellent system that had been proposed. For ^ faithful visitery in his 
opinion, whether one otherwise connected with the school or not, was 
f^^- of the greatest utility. He said, he had conducted a school, in which a 
fr '^ aealous, punctual, and diligent visiter alone was deputed for that pur- 
)^ ]fo8e. His plan was to have a visiting book, and at the close of the 
school he went to each class and took down the names of the absent* 
these he visited on the hours of the Sabbath, and in the week. This 
visiter, however, was always out during the hours of teaching, and ap- 
peared just at the close of the school, and frequently brought in new 
scholars. He could recommend this plan ; for he thought, on whatever 
method visiting the scholars was pursued, no school should be without 
one such visiter. A superintendent remaiked, that aU teachers should 
visit their scholars, even though visited by committees, and he thought 
it the du^ of superintendents to make this inquiry of the teactos 
every Sabbath. In condnsion^ the chainpan observed : ^e bjgfaly 
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ipproved of the plan offered by the opener of ti&e qnestknoHf- 
lie had found it the best in his own experience. It was his opi- 
nion, that as a wkipeHntendeni governs the school, a general influence 
vas required foTetbe duties of his station ; and for such purposes it m 
necessa^ that he be familiar with the families of all the pupils* On, 
the same principle, to extend their influence and^usefuhdets, and for the 
government of the children, teaehen^ also, should visit the booiiBS of the 
cfafldren ; and then it was desirable that some committee or a visiter be 
appointed to fill up the deficiencies — adopting the admirable plan of Dr. 
Chalinersy as before mentioned ; establishing a locality for social visit- 
ing ; bringing out all the ignorant to receive instruction ; and atedie- 
oovering soob auxiliary efforts and funds for their benevolent purposes 
ea might otherwise long remain hid. "Hiese visiters should explore 
^every haunt of misery and pauperism, for objects of relief t and enter 
uko the gates of the wealthy, soliciting alms for all their heavenly pur- 
poses ; promoting the Bible and JVIissionaxy ieaussr.< Let them also ex- 
tend their exertions to ameliorate their poverty fUui misery, and to guard 
their personal comfort And with such views, let a stated inquiry be 
made in regard io voeetnatiofi, by which interfisr^ic^ much might be 
dene to arrest the ]^lrogress of a loathsome disease, and ultimately 
drive the sniall pox forever from our land. Snc^h, he remariced, 
and many, more as interesting and useful, would be the eflecttf of 
visiting, as it embraced all . the three plans advocated in the va- 
lious aiguments of this debate ; and, he would add, in coofirmation 
(rf* what had been advocated, that lie had tested each of the plans, and 
fais personal experience assured him, that these ooeibined efforts 
would crown the purposes of Sunday School TeadierB with success i •jd 
fyr he had always found that his school flourished or declined, diminish- 
ed or increased, as the homes of the children were on either hand visi- 
ted or neglected. On the close of these remarks, the foliowing resolu- 
tion was adopted : '* That in the opinion of thi* meeting, the teaeken^ 
were the most proper and useful visitbra to the homes of tlMr children.* 
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Extract from the report of Sunday School J^o* 23» 

New-Tork Union Society , Aprils 1824. 

*« In hope of extending our usefulness, we are disirous to state those 
points in which wedifler from others ; and which our long experience 
prompts us to urge upon all who are eng^aged in similar pursoits ; of 
these we may briefly state, that we multiply 4he opportunities of re- jkh 
ligious instruction, by meetings held altehiately at the homes of the J^^t 
children, by their respective teachers.^ '^V^:- 

JVbte.-The interesting little card we are about to notice, is con* 

neeted with the above proposed plan, and has remained a long 

time in our hands for the purpose, though urging itself upon 

oar attention, by a mos( impressive plea — ^that of acknowleged 

usefulness. We are therefore happy that it should find a place 

in our pages,, hoping that it may prove an introduction to simi- 

* By teaehtiSy b here implied all the eoBdnetois of the aollMKA. 
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m 

lar improvements in other schools. We are pleased to notice 
the simplicity and appropriateness of its arrangemeDt, and 
commend the judicious selection of the epitbel ** Instructioii 

m 

meetings," while the wdl-adapted verses of Dr. Watts, and the 
expressive little vignette, declare the object of these meetings 
to be in accordance with the views of Sunday Schools, to direct 
the youth to consider the necessity of prayer, and to lead them 
to the God and father of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ 

These meetings are held alternately at the homes of the 
children, at the appointment of the teacher, who prepares him- 
self to instruct them from some previously selected portion of 
scripture, either a parable, an account of a miracle, or a por- 
tion of sacred history. After it is read, the children are rer- 
quired to give an account of it in their own words, when the 
teacher explains, inviting them to ask queitioDS on the subject 
so perused, and narrated. He then concludes by relating some 
anecdote, or reading some tract, illustrating the subject^ or natu- 
rally connected with it. These meetings are opened and closed 

m 

by a brief prayer, either 9 selected form, or extemporary, as 
adapted to the views of the teacher that conducts them. We 
feel confidently assured, that this proposed method of instruc- 
tion, will prove eminently useful to the scholars. The features 
of it are making religion a prominent part in the system of in- 
struction, and conveying it to the pupil, not as a task, or bur- 
den to the memory, but it is addressing the heart and feelings, 
while it informs the judgment, and is a plan in which the chil- 
dren take an active part, and it brings also the youngest of them 
familiar with the beautiful precepts of religion, and infuses at 
least a devotional sympathy into their minds; to quote the 
words of an amiable writer, (Mrs. Barbauld,) '* devotional feel- 
ings should be impressed as early as possible on the infint 
mind, being fully convinced that they cannot be impressed to^ 
soon ; and that a child, to feel the full force of the idea of God« 
ought never to remember a time when he had no such tdca." We 
would suggest as an improvement, in conducting these meetiogs* 
that a portion of the time of each meeting be devoted to read- 
jDg a course of scripture history, in abridgment from the Bi* 
Ue ; of which there are many prepared for the use of cfaildrea^ 
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It would be desirable to select euch aH are chronologicanj »f 
TaDged, beiog ■ continuous history, with dates to erery remarka- 
ble epoch. A,YeTy useful book for the purpose Js " Samp-: 
tod's Beauties of the Bible." — We have been at particular 
pains to give the little card in fac sioiile, feeling assured that 
much more depends on the nicety and minutae of all things con- 
nected with the early instruction of children, than many cvea 
of experience, who are engaged in the punuit, are aware. 



SABBATH SCHOOL KEETINO 




" Bthatd he jirvyetk." — Acta, 



HappT the child whose earl; jean 

Receire infraction well— - 
Who shnns the ainnen path, and fetia 

The road that leads to hell ! 
Let the sweet work of prayer and praise 

Employ jour jouDgest breath ; 
Thus be prepared for length pf days, 

And fit (at early death. 

AOHIT THS BBABEB TO OUK USSTRUCTIOK HEETIHOS TOR TODTB. 

A. lj.~-Teather. 
" TakefiutboMof inatruction."— Prowrft«,Eir. 13. 



The fbllowii^ is the reTene of the card, — at the foot of (his 
Ibe achtdar'a Dante is written. 



TO PJIttNTS. 



Ever aiadoQS for die improvemeDt of tlie dear cliitdren jron 
Itara iotnited to oar care, and watchful for their present and 






IS. 
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etenal welfare ; we have inqaired among ourseWet, iriuft Of* 

Aung we coald do for their good ; and we now inibrBi yon'Oil 

we have established meetings for moral and religious iostmctioa, 

•n Sabbath and week day evenings, and hope to make them w 

gaging and profitable. We invite you to send your children li ij 

the meetings when appointed by the Teacher of their ch«. 

Peace and the blessing of Goo be with you. 

Tour Friends and Servants, 

A B ^ 

b' a* i SuperuUendent 

S§Mday School KeW'York. Union. ' ;: j 

" Wisdom is the principal thing, therefore get mtclbm, fi^ J 
with all thy getting, get understanding." — Prov. iv. 7. . ;- " ,. 

The purpose or these cards are to notify the parents of ^ ' 
teacher's appointment, and to obtain the privily for the child 
to attend ; and as. they are passports to the ineetings. (being' 
given in at the door,) they tend to enhance the importance oi 
the meetii^ in the mindiii of the children, and in s6me measure, 
tend also, to heighten the influence of the instruction i;i\Hn. 

Discipline at Friars^ Mount Sunday School^ England. 

" This schocd contains upwards of 700 scholars. The ciasp'38 ars 
subdivided into divisions of fifteen scholars each, and to each di^ ision t 
monitor, as well as a teacher, is appointed : besides these, thrre are a 
general superintendent monitor, and a secretary-monitor, who is assist- 
ant to the secretary. The monitors are chosen from the higher clas- 
ses, generally from among the elder scholars. It has been remarked, 
that a monitor has been appointed to every division of a class, and a 
superintendent monitor appointed over them — ^^through whom all di- 
rections from the superintendent or Secretary of the school, are convey- 
ed." [London Teachers' JUagozine. 

JSTote.^By class, must be^ere understood the several grand divi- 
sions of the school on the collegiate plan — each class considered 
as pursuing different studies. In the Friars' Mount school there 
are six ; this we think injudicious. A system of more simpli- 
city is followed in our American schools. The classes are only 
four : 1st. All such as are learning the alphabet and elements oi 
spelling ; 2d. Easy spelling lessons ; Sd. Easy reading lessons ; 
and 4th. Such as read fluently in the Bible, (Old or New Teata-- 
nient;} thes^ classes are again divided ipto what are imually cii|le# 
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classes often. Over each snch division, the above plan pro- 
poses that a monitor should be appointed from the elder scho- 
lars to assist the teacher. The report, whence this extract 
b taken, is of great length, detailing a monitorial system, little 
differing from the Lancasterian plan, to the introduction of 
which, (in its general features) into our Sunday Schools, we 
ere opposed, as we thmk the office of teacher and disciplinarian, 
too important to be entrusted in the hands of youth. There 
may be some exceptions ; but their characteristic heedlessness 
and indiscretion forbid it. They might, however, with much 
Bticcess, act under the direction of the teacher in much of the 
detail of the class, but should never be invested with authority ; 
ID ^Sunday School, this proposed monitorial plan might be par- 
tially practiced with success, on the following arrangement :-— 
There might be a class of distinction for thf elder scholars, and 
their station in the school differing from the usual forms and 
seats. They should have a covered table with benches, for 
which should be regularly provided Bibles, tracts, religious pa- 
pers and pamphlets, that, by their continued novelty, might en* 
tice them to attend, under certain privileges, but yet under the 
usual discipline of the school. Their first duty, on arriving at 
their station, should be to read a portion of the scripture, and 
to copy, in a blank book, provided for each, some sacred pro- 
mise or precept, from the Bible, of one or more verses, to 
commit to memory continually : they might then be engaged in 
reading tracts, &c. till called out by the respective teachers to 
whom they have been appointed permanent monitors. Their 
duty under the teacher might be to arrange, distribute and col- 
lect books, and any other minor duties of the class in which they 
could assist the teacher without being clothed with any brief 
anthority that might poison their minds through vanity, and give 
rise to envy and malice in the bosom of their school-fellows. 
They might continually inspect the conduct of the classes in 
school and church, and keep a record to that effect for the teacher* 
It will readily be perceived that this proposed improvement, (so 
desirable for promoting the welfare of elder scholars) besides 
relieving the teacher of some burdens, will act as an incentive 
%o retain the youth longer in our schools, and be a. farther 
Vol. I. 32 
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means to them of Sandaj School instruction, by ginng them 
sach privileges and such employment in the school as, mug . ez- • 
cite a Tery laudable ambition, tending to improve Miilji|p»fati) 
their minds and character. Two monitors to assist fhfll.ihper- 
intendent, and one to assist the secretary, should also be chosen 
from this class ; one might personally attend the superintend- 
ent, while the other might be stationed at the school-door to 
annomice'vuiters, and to receire passports of such as pass oat 
of ^^fte school at the consent of the superintendent ; the 
monitor so stationed might be engaged in reading or learning for. 
recitation ; the secretary-monitor to assist him in the minor de-^ 
tails of his duty. Such a plan, (of which these remarks may 
only be considered as hints) well matured, would doubtiess 
much increase the facilities of teaching our Sunday Schools. 

Card of the TenOommandmentsfor the use ofS. Sehooli. ^ 

The following card of the Ten Commandments has been 
banded us with a request that it may appear in our pages ; in 
this we cordially acquiesce, esteeming it a useful improvement 
We would draw the attention of our readers to the manner of 
its arrangement, — it is intended to inform the young mind that 
the Ten Commandments are the word of God. This card 
therefore presents them as an extract from the pages of the Bi»^ 
ble ; with such other portions and scripture references as point 
out the nature and design of them, and the attendant circum- 
stances of the declaration of them to the children of Israel at 
Sinai. — We should be pleased to see this, as a lesson card in 
all our Sunday Schools. — 

THE LAW OF GOD, 

Given in Ten Commandments by his prophet Moeett as they were spoken 
by the Lordjrom Mount Sinai, ana written with thejingerof God upon 
two tables of sione, as you may find in the 3U/ chapter of JExodus^ 18t/k 
verse, and chapter 34----28. 

19th CHAPTER OF EXODtJS 

« 

Verse 

16. And it came to pass on the third day in the morning, that there 
were thunders and lightning^, and a thick cloud upon the mount, and 
the voice of the trumpet exceeding loud ; so that ail the people that 
was in the camp, trembled. 

19. And when the yoice of the trumpet sonnded long, and waxed 
louder and louder, Moses spdce, and Grod answered him by a voiee* 
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THE TEN COMMANDMENTa 

26th CHAPTER OF EXODUS. 



1. And Ckid spake all these words, 

"*2^' AM THE LORD THY 
GOD— 

Fini Commandment 

3. Thou shalt have no other gods 
before me. 

Second Commandment 

4. Thou shalt not make unto thee 
any graven image, or any likeness 
of any thing, that is in heaven 
above, or that is in the earth be- 
Death, or that is in the water under 
the earth. 

5. Thou shalt not bow down thy- 
self to them, nor serve them: fori. 



10. But the seventh day is the 
Sabbath of THE LORD THY 
GrOD : in it thou shalt not do any 
work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy 
daughter, thy roan servant, nor thy 
maid servant, nor thy cattle, nor 
thy stranger that is within thy gateau 

11. For in six days the Lord 
made heaven and earth, tb^^ea, 
and all that in them is, and |||ted 
the seventh day : wherefor|» the 
Lord blessed the Sabbath daj^aod 
hallowed it. 

Fifth Commandment 

12. Honour thy father and thy 
mother : that thy days may be long 



THE LORD THY GOD am a upon the land which THE LORD 
jealous God, visiting the iniquity of, THY GOD giveth thee, 
the fathers upon the children unto Sixth Commandment, 

the third and fourth generation of 



them that hate me. 

6. And showing mercy unto thou- 
sands of tljem that love moi and 
keep my commandments. 

Third Commandment 

7. Thou shalt not take the name 
of THE LORD THY GOD in 
vain: for the Lord will not hold 
him guiltless that taketh his name 
in vain. 

Fourth Commandment. 

8. Remember the Sabbath day* 
to keep it holy. 



13. Thou shalt not kill. 
Seventh Commandment* 

14. Thou shalt not commit adul- 
tery. 

Eighth Commandment, 

15. Thou shalt not steal. 
^inth Commandment, 

16. Thou shalt not bear false 
witness against thy neighbour. 

Tmdh Commandment, 

17. Thou shalt not covet thj 
neighbour's house, thou shalt not 
covet thy neighbour^ wife, nor his 
man servant, nor his maid servant, 



9. Six days shalt thou labour andjnor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing 
jdo aU thy work : [that is thy neighbour's. 



18. And all the people saw the tbnnderings, and the lightnings, and 
the noise of the trumpet, and the mountain smoking : and when the 
people saw it, they removed, and stood afar off. 

21. And the people stood afar off; and Moses drew near unto the 
thick darkness where God was. 

22. And the Lord said unto Moses, Thus thou shalt say unto the 
children of Israel, Ye have seen that I HAVE TALKED WITH 
YOU FROM HEAVEN. 

See more concerning these commandments in Deuteronomy, 6th cbap» 
ter, 16. 21, 22,23,24,25, 26,27, 28, and 29th verses, Deuteronomy, 3l0t 
chapter, 12 and 13th verses, and Matt. 22. 40. and James, 2. 10« 
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Plan for Ike impravewimU of Sunday School teaehers^ in rdigiom 

and literary knowledge. 

**TheTe is an endent deficiency both in the ability and mode wHii whidi 
nnoy teacben conrey their instnictioos ; it is tiiei^Bfore of great iii- 
portance that they fhoold •eriously consider the subject, and aoopt fiftfk 
measures as their opportunities and circumstances wilKpermit, to insure 
their own adyJbcement ip knowledge, and to acquire superior mModt 
^ imparling this knowledge vriJth facility to others. The means I would 
•oggest to their attention is, that the teachers of each Sunday Scbooly 
or of two or more schools, should unite themselves for the purpose, npM 
ft fiin similar to the following,^ &c. — London Journal of Educaiion. 

I{oie. — ** This plan proposes that the teachers meet for a few 
honn every week, for nwUudl in$iruct%on\ one being selected as i 
leader of the class ; the method of proceeding is, to read three 
or four pages, and make remarks on works of the following 
character, " Notes on the Holy Bible,''—'' Watts on the Mind," 
— ** Scripture Geography,'' — " English Grammer^" — ^" RheUi- 
ric,"— " Addresses to Children,''—'' Watt's Logic,''—" Lock^ 
on the Hmnan Understanding," — *' Watt's Philosophical Ei* 
says,"—*' Locke on Education,"—" WatU on the Passions,'\kc 
We are pleased to remark that this plan has been adopted, and 
is at>oat to be carried into practice hy one of the schools of oa' 
union. The following is the proposed arrangement they are to 
pursue : to commence with reading and scripture pronunciation. 
In regard to the first of these, we remark that fluent and cor- 
rect reading and speaking is highly desirable, and indeed a prin- 
ciple pre-requisite for S.S. Teachers; exercise in reading will ad- 
vance them in elocution, and it must be acknowledged, that this 
will be highly advantageous for instruction, and better adapted to 
impress the mind when conveyed in p/eanng and corfeot too^; 
and any method that will advance teachers to ease and cofVact- 
ness of speaking, will strengthen the means of their utility to 
cultivate the minds and morals of their pupils. In regard to the 
second course, scripture orthography, and pronunciation, it 
is highly worthy of consideration, though we regret to observe 
that this is as an object as little regarded, (even by such whose 
high and sanctioned office should set them beyond this reflection) 
as if there was no Biblical standard; and readers of the scriptures 
are so various and incorrect in this particular, that their hear- 
ers are either at a loss to know their meaning, or are led into 
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9iistak«f, 10 proper pamea, and mattani^of fj^graphj. Wf^ mijgbl 
give examples of this, but think that the •baerrations we have 
•ipade, vdU itvike our readers as hei^g preeise and copffect The 
Mmceliencj of this novel plan requires farther remarks than (Mir 
present limits allow. We deftr them for a futwe number. 



HOTICK of hew PUBLICATIOira. i 

1 

(iuesiionson the kigioriealpart» of the JVei» Teiiameni^ dengn^d 
for Sabbath Schoola, by Truman ParmeU^ Superintendent of the 
Utica Sunday School. MerriU k HaUings^ Utiea, 

It gives us unusual gratification to notice this useful tract, as 
t>eing drawn up by one actively engaged in the work of Sundspy 
Schools ; which ought in a measure to be a passport to its adop- 
-tion in Sunday Schools. Catechetical compendnims of Bible 
history, are numerous. We have compared the present with 
several others, and give- it our decided ' preference, and the 
point on which we more4>articularly rest our approbation, is the 
closeness of inquiry on the matter of each chapter ; a most dik 
eirable object m the religious instruction pfchildren. Othei^ with 
which we have compared this, do not contain so many questiooi 
kgr a third. — Its usefulness would, h owever, be increased were 
tiie questions yet more extensive. Our author has furnished 
, the first chapter with explanations to each question as a guide 
to the ittsltuctor to enlai^^f^ on each subject. — We think these 
«re not of tvf&cient simipKcity for general usefulnese^ and we 
doQiii whettier many Sunday- Scholars would not require farther 
explanation of such terms as — **Chri$tian Era^** — *' Ascension^** 
**MamfeH%ntheJle8h,^*'r'^*^ Aetrologity^ — ** Assuming the civil 
power,'* Slc. — With this exception, (which however is not with- 
out its usefulness,) we higUj approve of this little catechism: 
its arrangement is judicious, and its form cheap ; and besides 
it has the chate of being designed for the use of Sunday Schools, 
and has its authorship from a Sunday School Teacher, We think 
it will add to die existing fiicilities for catechetical instruction. 
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S6( Sanday School Faeti and Aneedota. 

Sabbath School Vmlant, Vol. I. No. l.—Uciea JV. Y. McrriUir 
Colwetl. 
This U a ■aielcome Visitant, and Irom the introduction and 
other mailer contained in the Qi^t number, promises also to be 
aMieful oat. We cordially wish it success, and congratul^e 
our ftiHow labourers at Utica on their appRrenl zeal, in affording 
two pablications the preaent year, so well calculated to pro- 
mote the excellent cause or Sunday Schools. This work ii 
closely printed, and in a neat form, each number comprising 8 
pages 8 TO. Terms fiO cents yearly, piiyable on delivering of 
the 3d number, or €2J at the end of the year. 

The Sunday School Magazine. — Philadelphia. 
We have received the prospectus of this work, which af- 
fords the promise of great usefulness ; its first nnmber appean 
the present month, and issues from the press, under the moat 
happy and auspicious circumstances, being the first effort 
in behalf of Sunday Schools, by the American Sunday 
School Union, lately organized in that city, and embra- 
cing the Sunday Schools throughout the state. This work 
will doubtless be the best possible medium of information from 
this magnificent area of action, now nearly co-extensive with 
the whole Sunday School field at»road in the earth. We think 
that the friends of Buch iastitulions may look with confidenu 
to this publication as a source of the greatest promise, eifber 
for matter ofeDCoaragemeat, or practical usefulness. To every 
imioD founded on such philanthropic and christian principles ai 
the PfrntyhaniaSociety, and to every such effort of aiefnlneei 
M the Sunday School Magazine, we would delight to inscribe 
the motto, " perpetda ebte !" for our faith in regard to such 
labours of heavenly beneficence is, that as their high and holy 
object is, so shall their effects be, etekkal. 



OOL FACTS AHD ANECDOTES. 

The tendency of the Bible to enlighten the mind, and tU pow- 
erful influence to weaken the iron )[rasp of ignorance, prejo- 
dice and snpentMaB, is delightfully exemplified in the follow 
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iDg feet. The utility of training the yoang mind to sach a re- 
liance on the testimony of the scriptures, meets us with the 
fullest conyiction on reading this simple anecdote. While W0- 
recur to the early part of the last century, — a period of sden* 
tific and literary hght, and marked also as a religious age,—- and 
find that the sarcastical pen of an Addison and a Swift, was 
thought requisite to dissipate superstitious follies, and the elu- 
cidations of science ^ere required to allay popular prejudieta 
and apprehensions ; we allude to the period of the great comet 
of 1680, and the noted London prediction of the time of the 
end,-^how the excellence and superiority of the scriptures 
glow into brightness, when we thus behold superstition more 
beautifully and ably confuted from the lips of a little child, in* 
structed in the truths of the Bible, than by the pointed argu- 
ments of literature and science. 

T%t IaUU Interpreter, . • 

** At a vills^ not many miles distant from the metropolis, 
(London) a hawker was vending some printed trash containing 
a pretended prophecy that the world would be burned and 
come to an end on Whit-Monday. . Several of the villi^ers on 
hearing the solemn and strange news, were talking of 
its veracity and probability, when a little sabbath sch<^ar, (a 
girl 9 years old) with zeal and boldness rejoined, ' why need we 
be afraid or mind what that book says, for 1 remember that Je- 
sus tells us in the Bible« '* of that day and hour knoweth no man, 
no, not the angels of heaveft^ but my Father only.' " — London 
Sunday School Magazine. 



INTERESTING INTELLIGENCE. 

The unusual exertions that are making in behalf of the young, 
to advance them in religions knowledge, is a subject of devout 
gratulation to the christian. Gladly do we notice the following 
pleasing intelligence, as communicated through the New- York 
Religious Teachers' Society : — '* It is intended considerably t« 
enlaige our operations during the current year^- by publishing 
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an ettensive assortment of books for children, with cots and 
other . embellishments. It is considered that the pnbiication of 
books for children, so embellished as to attract their attention, 
by mingling amusement with wholesome religious instruction, 
is likely, in a great measure, to counteract, if not supercede, those 
absurd and pernicious productions which are now put into their 
hands, and to produce a most salutary effect on the liaing gone- 
mtlon. 



From (be Port Folio of a S. S. Teacher*- 

A THOUGHT, 

** That our sons may be as plants grown up in their yoath.'* — Psalm 144. 12. 

The human mind is Dortor^d like the rose, 
Tis nature plants, and education blows— ^ 
It's blushing hue is Virtue that adorns, 
. And varying passions are the unwelcome thorns ; 
Its fragrance innocence that never dies — 

* The rose decays— 4ts sweets to heaven arise ! 

- ^' ' ' ■ " ■ ' ■ ' * 

NEW. YORK SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION SOCIETY.- 

GENEItAL ASSOCIATION OF TEACHERS. 

The next meeting of the Association of Teachers will he held 
on Wednesday evening the 21st July, at 8 o^clock, in the School 
Room under the Lutheran Church in Walker street. 

The following question will he proposed for discnmon :— * 
<' Would it he advisable to use every exertion to unite all the 
Schools of the state in one Uqion ?'* 

On the 16th June, a resolution passed, requesting each Stf« 
perintendent and Teacher to hand in, at the next meeting, a 
plan for conducting a class. 

All who are engaged, in any capacity, as conductors of the 
Schools of the Union, are members of the Association of Teach- 
ers, and are requested to attend, and to comply, as far as prac* 
ticahle, with the requisition of the above resolution, 

A. P. HALSEY, Secretary. 
JVct»- York, Jtme 24, 1 824. 

NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS AND READERS. 

• . . • ■ c 
Tiie admirable series of the Catechetical questions is unavoidably eXr 

daded from our present number, as well las several original essayifrom 

our correspondents ; they shall appear in our next* 
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DEBATES OF THE ASSOCIATION OF SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHEJIS. 

[From the Religious Chronicle.] * 

*^ Question. — What is the best method for coDductiDg a class 

in a Sunday School," 

The debate was opened by a Superintendeift, who remarked, that 
this interesting' subject should have been before our meeting at an ear- 
lier date : for it k known that some of our schools are declining for want 
of regular and systematic arrangement id their school classes ; for, 
after all, however well devised the whole p]an for conducting a Sun- 
day School may be, however sound and wellguarded its constitution, 
and how well soever its regfulation and by-laws may be framed, yet its 
efficacy and success rest on the proper management of its several di- 
visions, even as the whole cannot be perfect, unless the minutest parts 
are in unison, and move on with regularity and precision. A time-piece 
may be beautiful with ornament, valuable in its materials, perfect in its 
design and formation, nay, may be also well put together, yet who does 
not know, that t)ie hand on the index, the only medium of its useful- 
ness, is either retarded or hindered by the least derangement of its 
minutest part; a very hair or particle of dust, may render it almost use- 
less. It is thus the Sunday School, of higher design, and a more noble 
machine, may he despoiled of much of its beauty, and hindered in its use- 
fulness by the bad management of even one of its classes. I will car- 
ry the allusion still farther — (for it well illustrates my subject) — the re- 
fusal of any of the parts to perform their allotted operations, brings 
more weiUlitand pressure upon the balance or main spring, by which it 
is weakened — it snaps, and is destroyed. It is so, sir, with the Sunday 
School machine : the teacher fails in punctuality ; he is irregular in his 
attendance ; and he may say — we have a diligent and active Super- 
intendent, he will be there to open the school ; besides, I shall be there 
in time enough, for he has to address the school, to pray or sing, and 
J shall yet be there sufficiently early to open the exercises of my own 
class. Thus he decides, and delays his coming, not reflecting that 
his absence will derange the school; but the evil also is here:— the 

Vol. I. 33 
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tame principle that tempts him to del^ coming, actuates him to leave 
«( undone what be should hare done,^ after he appears at his post. 
Thus burdens and cares are pressed on the Superintendent ; bis hopes 
and bis ardour are damped, his streng^ becomes enervated, and even 
kU active hands hang down in the work. How ungenerous that «9 
much stress and dependence ^ould be placed on a superintendent ! 
Thus many a school is disorganized, the evil begfinning only in one das, 
and widi an individual teacher. Doubtless this is the history of some 
of those schools that have left a blank on ^oor list,— they have declined 
from the causes I have hinted. Of how much moment then, is the 
question before us. It is my intention as briefly as the importaiy^ of 
the subject will admit of, to Ibj before you a system of general a|^liea- 
tioo, in itd principles, to the classes of every Sunday School, expoting 
Chose important ftotnts mainly to be insisted on ; learing it to others to 
discuss the merits of the various plans and operations that prevail to 
Gonductinff those Schools, ipd bringing to view mch as give the best 
promise of fulfilling the design of their privileged and interesting call- 
ing. The subject naturally ^i^ides itself into three parts.— l^e ob« 
ject is instructioBo- the medium of bestowiiig it threefold : by examf 
pie, by discipline, and precept. The first is all important; the ne- 
glect or want of it in a Sunday School, will prostrate both discipline 
and precept. Neither will much avail, without the first. Exsgrnple ia 
the model that should be always befiire the learner. Discipline^ the 
tools by which the design is to be executed, ( it is the painter^ brash 
or the sculptor^ chisel,) while precept is the plain instruction and di- 
rection what is to be none, ,and bow to do it. In all this we know the 
model is every thing — so of example. To speak strongly, it entete 
into the soul, while the effect of discipline and precept may, after all 
our toil, be but temporary, and its results be only in outiirard circuin- 
atance. iJiscipline may influence the limbs and muscles of the man, 
and precept may regulate his mind; but «' examples touch all hu- 
man h^rts.^ 

This, I think, is decidedly illustrated by the powerful influence of 
the valour of ao undaunted leader in battle, and the contrary effect of 
his cowardice. We are most deeply affected by what we see ; and a 
feeling narrative also affects the mind only in proportion to the manner 
in which it is given. It will thus be acknowledged that the teacher^ 
example should be his first effort to improve. 

Pursuing with prudence and deliberation this perfect system of which 
I have here drawn tbe outlines, the S. S. Teacher cannot fail of suc- 
cess. The Sunday School is a moral machine ; its main intent is, to 
enlighten the mind, to regulate the passions, and to instil into the 
heart divine truth. If, then* examples are required, they should be 
toch as these — examples of humility, patience, mildness, decision, 
vigilance, order, attention, affability, politeness and impartiality, reve- 
rence of the Scriptures and the Divine Institutions and Ordinanc^ea of 
the Church. 

These are the examples I would have a teacher continually to 
present before his pupils. I place humility first ; for it may be truly 
considered the chief requisite, and one that will give grace and efiScien- 
cyto every other. It was humihty that pre-eminently distinguished 
our Great Teacher, sent from on High, even though He is said, at 
the same time, to .have •* taught as one having authority,^ and '* to speak 
as never yet man spake.^ If it was thus the leading characteristic of 
Him who spoke from heaven, and who said, " learn of me, for I am 
meek and lowly ;^ and if his disciples and inspired apostles, who coik 
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finned the truth unto others, teaching with meekness amidst the miracu- 
lous gifts of tongues and the display of numerous miracles, saw fit to ex- 
hort one anotlier with such precepts as these, *' that a man think not too 
highly of himself, but to think soberly ;" <* and, if he thinketh he know- 
eth any thing, he knoweth nothing yet at he oughi^^ ** be gentle, apt to 
teach — in meekness instructing those that oppose;^ "now we only 
know, in part and teach in parf If it became such men so to teach, 
and so to esteem themselves soberly and meekly, surely the pious Sun- 
day School teacher should put on humility ; besides, on the contrary, 
how baneful the example of pride. It is the chief weed of spontaneous 
growth that will spring up to choke the fairest dowers of the mind. I 
think there isnothing^that will sooner mar or hinder a good work than 
this. Humility is attractive, it wins, it engages ; it wiU adorn instruc- 
tion, and call forth affection in the young disciple ; it will soflen pride, 
and guide the angry to meekness: for a child will listen with love and 
attention to lessons from the lips of humility, but will turn a deaf ear to 
the swelling, measured tones of th^ tongue of pride; it is this that 
chiejfly renders instruction pleasant, because it gives music to her voice, 
and grace and beauty to all her steps. But to view it in a still stronger 
light — Sunday School Teachers are religious instructors; then, humiBty 
is the foundation of religion, as pride is also of iniquity. For a God 
stooped from heaven to redeem a sinful world, and sinners rose to heaven 
to rebel against him. Do not let it be thought I speak too strongly; 
the subject is of vital importance. I earnestly desire to be understood 
on this point ; for we know well that the most pure and virtuous pre- 
cepts, when they become dogmas, are rejected by a proud world, or 
their usefulness is almost lost, because they are proudly dictated.-* 
What are the children that are presented to us for instruction, but a 
world in minature, with all their hateful pride and angry passions ? Let 
us apply the same principle to them, as a part, as Divine Providence has 
to the whole, and we deal prudently. Is 'the world to receive the hea- 
venly precept, it must come forth from the lips of the prudent, with hu- 
mility and love. Thus, the doctrine of the apostles prevailed; over- 
coming the prejudices of men, and controlling their opinions, and 
tiirough this instrumentality, bearing the image and superscription of 
heaven, did God display his power in turning the proud hearts of men, 
who, with all the treasures of their wisdom, ** knew not God." Let the 
Sunday School Teacher, thus walking after his Divine Master, and fol- 
lowing his apostles, in putting on *' a meek, a quiet spirit, which in the 
sight of God is of great price," be humble and kind; thus conveying 
his precepts, he may feel the best assurance oi success. The Sunday 
School is alabour of love, and I do not know a more perfect model, and 
one more desirable to be studied by a Christian teacher, than the beautiful 
amplification of charity from the inspired pen of the apostle Paul, (Cor. 
i. 13, 14.) " It sufiereth long, and is kind, envieth not, vaunteth not 
itself, is not puffed up, doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her 
own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil, rejoiceth in the truth, 
beareth, believeth, hopeth, endureth all things, and never faiklhV 
Here is a picture by a h^venly artist, that ought to be the humble and 
patient imitation of every Sabbath Day Teacher. I pass to the second 
part — Discipline. 

The discipline of the Sunday Schools should be in strict accordance 
with the foregoing principle, as pointed out by the grounds of example. 
Its chief characteristics, therefore, should be mildness and temperance ; 
to which, strength and energy may be given, by a persevering vigilance, 
which, in any system of police, is the strongest arm of the law. And let 
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OB here remember the old hotnely, but , wise and true maxim, ^ao 
ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure.^ A strict and vigilaat 
discipline would prevent many evils that a loose and careless govern- 
ment not only nouridis, but originates. This divinon of the subject is iSbe 
most important of Sunday SchM>l tOf»cs, asit directly urges the inqiitiy» 
is corporal punishment consistent with the character ai^ princii^M of 
Sunday Schoc^ ? To give a direct answer to this very important ques- 
tion, I would say yes : but every exertion should. be made to prevent it ; 
and when done, it should be exercised with much caution> wiih patienpe 
and with calmness, not in judgment or in justice, hut in mercy. It is 
here that our practice should be that of the judicious surgeon,, to use 
every paUiative before using the knife. My conclusions in these opi- 
nions are drawn from Uie economy of a wise Providence in hisdealiags 
with hifr froward creatures. His retributive justice, so often displayed 
in this present evil life, give^ present punishm^t and reward, while the 
tbreatenings and promises of his word display a system of etenasd xe« 
wa.rds.and punishments in the world to cmne. Such is our exemplar: 
in imitating the divine model let us, not forget, that a heav^nlvfadi^ 
*<is easy to be intreated,'' and defers ju^^nent with long smfiiBriBf» 
patience, and great goodness. In all the discipline of the teac^bt^, $1 
should becare^ to endure the restraints, that it imposes upon himeejif, 
with patience and with cheeifulness, for in this work eveiy thing vptOft 
be done, or seem to be done, M not grudgingly.^ A cheerful patieiloe 
will, at all times, command, with much force, every necessary reatrfo- 
tion to the willing practice of the scholar. — The teoch^ should -alloir 
nothing to vex him, but should practice his self-denying isfA with 
seemic^ delight and &cility. Indeed, the art of disciplinie is, ih%i Ihcmi 
should be a kind of slight of hand it| its management, by which it sboiild 
hardly be observable how its iends are obtemed. , For tbia piiriipee» 
courtesy and poh'teness are great helps ; they ihave iiresistible uiAa- 
ence ^)n the ignorant mind, and I would by all means have the teach- 
ers avail themselves of this ; and now, to be particular as to the practi- 
cal detail in conformity to these views, let it be remarked that the 
Sunday School Teacher should observe the greatest nicety in all the 
arrangements of his class. The class bQok and class box should be 
kept in the neatest and most compact order : it is expedient and con- 
venient, and will of itself afibrd much facility and accommodation, be- 
sides the utility of its example. The teacher should record the time 
of his entering on his duties, and the condition of the class when first 
put under his care ; a list of the regular order of exercises should be. 
inserted in the class book ; a re^ster of the sdholars, their disposition 
and attainments, also the character and circumstances of the parents, 
and the regular reading place each Siinday. .Scholars' books should 
be numbered, marked with large characters on the outside, and <mce a 
month they should be inspected ; each oh presenting his book to the 
teacher should be commended or reproved for the manner in which 
they take care of them. Let the teacher be regular and punctual in 
attendance, and repair to his class station the moment he approachea 
the premises of the school room, and from ti^t period commence the 
discipline of his class. Let him respectfully and affectionately salute 
his scholars on entering, and be particularly careful to notice the eariy 
scholars, as well as those who come late. He should assign to each in 
his class a particular seat, which none other should occupy at any time, 
nor the possessor move from it without permission ; but, let me here 
add, that this will not be well enforced till the teacher himself has a 
particular post in his class, not to be left except on some uigeni call of 
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duty. The maxim for himself and pupils should be, a place for every 
body, and every body in hig place. The teacher should oe as a prince 
on his throne, or a staff-officer in the field ; his post should be a centre, 
and all business should be transacted there. Each pupil reading or 
spelling should advance to the right or left of the teacner^ station be- 
fore pronouncii^ or commencing to read ; the larger scholars might 
easily be persuaded of the utility of this plan, and the younger ones 
would delight to practice it. In arranging the class, they should be be- 
fore the eye of the teacher in the best position for hearing and being 
heard. For these ends a hollovr square is the most convenient. A mo- 
nitor of order, or messenger, should be appointed monthly or weekly, to 
give out and collect the bodes, to call the word in spelling, and the place 
to read, on opening the class ; also to communicate between teacher 
and superintendent. He should be a watchman during the exercises of 
the class, and on observing any misdemeanor, should touch {not call) 
the teacher, who should reprove the offender, warn him of forfeiting his 
. tickets, and other privileges, and on repeating his offence should report 
him to the superintendent. A persevering use of these means, and a 
close attention to these plans, would always secure good government 
in a class of S. S. Scholars. To a neglect of these minute but im- 
portant points, so wrongly called trifles, may be tracdd the failure of 
many intelligent and faithful teachers. I think it must be here acknow- 
leged, that a system of discipline is of the highest consideration to pre- 
pare pupils for the best devised plans of instruction, and without it 
the faithful application of precept would be as water poured on a rock, 
or like throwing in the seed before the soil is duly prepared to receive it. 
I pass now to the third head — instruction by precept. Here the sub- 
ject might be greatly enlarged upon ; but it will be my place to point 
out one distinct method of instruction, leaving ground for others to occu- 
py in this debate. All instruction in a S. School should partake, more or 
less, of a scriptural character ; and there is no branch of it, however 
elementary, but what will, in someway, admit of biblical illustration : 
for which reason, every teacher should well preparcvhimself for his Sun- 
day work, by the constant perusal and study of the Holy Bible : for 
this is that solid materia, that will be required in all the progress of his 
labour ; it will be his foundation, superstructure and top-stone ! But let 
the S. School teacher add to his ability, by endeavouring, after a tho- 
rough knowledge of history, natural history, natural philosophy, astro^ 
nomy, and geograpliy ; especially that which appertains to the sacred 
history. A book of excellent character on this subject, is '^ Carpen- 
ter^s Introduction to the Greography of the New Testament i*^ but tbe- 
teacher will find himself still at a loss in his instruction^ without tho 
continual perusal of tlie little books that pass into the hands of the Scho- 
lars as rewards ; gleanings from them will fill the gamers of his mind 
with rich stores of nutriment already well prepared for the reception 
of his young disciples. Those of every character, however trivial, 
should be read ; but the most useful are the history of the lives and 
death of pious little children ; little poems and hymns for children ; and 
anecdotes, illustrative of the scriptures. Of the former, " Janeway^s 
Token,^ said Burder^s Early Piety, are recommended : and of tlie lat- 
ter Watt% Divine Hymns and Songs ; and Mrs. Skerwood's Stories 
on the Church Catechism ; both of them enforcing practical duties of 
piety in the most simple and evangelical style ; for stories describing 
youthful character and disposition, and affording abundant exemplary 
instruction, no books for children can be more highly recommended 
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than those of MrB. Shervrood, who seems to hare attained that ns^l 
habit, (so valuable for an instnicter of children,) of thinking and spetk- 
in? with the simphcitj and plainness of a child. She seems to hiTe 
studied their very hearts, and possesses a master knovHedge of the ?a- 
rioiis springes that moire them to action. 

The numerous tracts of the cheap depository, hy Hannah Moore, 
possess a usefulness of a different feature : they convey the most sala- 
tary instroction and advice to the poor, in very plain and simple terms; 
and well snpply the deficiency of a living teacher. The pemsal of 
these will prepare the S. School visiter for his social intercoarse with 
parents ; proving a soorce of instruction, that must ever render faioi 
more acceptable and useful among them. ^* Tom White, the Pott 
Boy,** and " Hester Wilmot" by this author, might be read by the 
teacher'during his family visits, doubtless with success and benefit* I 
would enumerate also two little tracts, published in our city, (by Day, 
and Morgan, Pearl-st.,) well worthy being read by the teacher. " Tbe 
Plonghboy,^ and I^ittle Robertas first day at the S. School : and would 
strongly commend to his perusal, Bergwin^s Parents Friend. Acom- 
pilation from the best authors on the education of children. Besides this 
course of reading, I would strongly urge that he should commit 
the book of. Proverbs to memory, and all the parables of the New Tes- 
tament, and also the Divine Songfs of Watts entire ; and thus '< tho* 
roughly furnished nnto every good word and work," having his feet 
shod with the preparation oi the gospel, and with the shield of faith,* 
and the sword of " the spirit, which is the word of God," praying always 
with all prayer, , let him begin with hope and confidence bis pious 
work. 

I shall first draw your attention to teaching;^ the alphabet, and shall 
proceed in the regular progress of instruction to the highest attainments 
in a S. SchooL The question stated before us is, " what is the best 
plan of instructing a class ?" audit necessarijy involves the inquiry 
intoevery branch of instruction given : and I would here premise that 
S. S. Scholars should never be advanced to another class ; it is contra- 
ry to every feature of this exalted plan of instruction ; which, being a 
system of moral reform, and a plan for the infusion of religious know- 
ledge, much depends upon personal influence, to obtain an attentive 
submission to lessons of virtue, holiness, and truth, to which the young 
heart, so prone to evil, is inimical. The same teacher will, therefore, 
be the most suitable person to direct the child through every path of 
wisdom and of duty. Objections may be urged against the plan ; but, 
speaking from practical experience, I commend it in the strongest 
terms. 

Let me first state that little children should be first manoeuvred a few 
minutes before proceeding to instruction, for the purpose of abstractiog 
their minds from whatever may have occupied their attention before en- 
tering the School; displaying their hands ; marching round the form ; 
rising and sitting down, will in their turns, be found useful for this pur- 
pose. A child may be introduced to spelling, reading and writing, all 
at once, in the following process of learning the alphabet. 

The alphabet teacher should be supplied with a number of cuts, re- 
presenting single sensible objects , such as dog, hat, house, and a double 
set of little blocks, on which should be painted the large and small let- 

''' The juvenile stories of Miss Edgeworth are generally of too high a 
cast ; yet some of them may be read to advantage, particularly those of the 
character of «• Lazy Lawrence,'* the «* Cherry Orcbardi" and the " Oraogie 
Man." 
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ten singly. A table shoald be before tbe class, tbree feet by two, 
baring a drawer at each end, with compartments, for tbe blocks and 
cuts ; the surface of tbe table a few inches from the centre, should be 
divided into two grooves : the upper one only wide enough to admit sli- 
ding in the blocks, and the lower one five or six inches wide, for the 
purpose of tracing on sand, the words from the upper groove. Thus 
prepared, the teacher will proceed to te&ch after the following manner : 
holding up the cut, he will say to the first in the class, »^ what is this ?" 
He answers, *' a dog." Then the child spells, by the teacher's dicta- 
tion, and is directed by him to every letter as it is pronounced, and the 
child places them in the groove till the word is complete ; he then im- 
prints it below, spelling again by tbe teacher's dictation ; and, in the 
same way, removes each letter from the table to the drawer, and is 
ready for a new word. The teacher may then, at his discretion, repeat 
some characteristic anecdote of the dog, and might aptly conclude with 
a short advice on affection, repeating the lines of the Hymn 

*< Let dogs delight to bark and bitSi 
It is their nature to," &c. 

The repetion of the sounds, and applying the letter as a sensible ohject 
to answer it, leaves a more permanent impression on the mind. While 
the exhibition of the picture, and the exercise required will give a 
spring and elasticity to the mind, highly favourable to receiving instruc- 
tion, they would soon be familiar with the alphabet and easy spelling ; 
and when advanced to spelling in syllables, the word should be given 
out by the teacher, repeated by his mooitor, and pronounced and spelt 
by the scholar ; after the old mode of repeating the syllables, as in the ex- 
ample of "importunate," im-im-por-impor-tu-tu-importu-nate-nate— 
importunate. Tliis is decidedly the best plan for attaining a correct me- 
thod, both of pronouncing and spelling : and though it is of late much 
out of use in the schools, I have never learnt one argument against it- 
Much may be done in the spelling class to enlighten the Vnind when the 
meaning of tbe word is required. Suppose the word mediator is given outy 
the child who has spelt asks the next the me&ning; and if not ^iven, then 
let the monitor, turning to the teacher, say, what Is mediator, sir ? the 
teacher may familiarly explain — " two friends have disagreed, and another 
friend coming between, to reconcile them or make tliem agree, the friend 
that comes between the two, is called a mediator, forthis jreason our Saviour 
Jesus Christ is called ' the mediator between God and man,' because he is 
the means of making them friends ; for He is the friend of boUi ; He comes 
between a sinful world and a just and ho4y God» and shows poor sinners 
how they may be reconciled to God; and for this we instruct you to pny at- 
tention to what Jesus says in the bible, that you who are wicked children 
may know how to make friends with God." Thus the alphabet and spelling 
may be made engaging and instructive. 

When tbe class have advanced to reading, the morning should be allotted 
to a regular course of reading from chapter to chapter, to spelling and reci- 
tation iVom the scriptures ; and no scholar should recite more than thirty 
verses in the afternoon, read a select portion, a bible history or parable, a 
discomse of tbe Saviour, or an account of a miracle ; which portion should 
l»e known to the scholar the Sabbath before, for tbe purpose of reading at 
home, and acquiring, if possible, some hiformation on it, and should also 
be well studied by the teacher during the week, that he may be duly pre- 
pared to instruct his scholars. After tbe claw has read the select portion, 
allow them to ask questions themselves^ one of another, and then let the 
teaciter question them. On initiating them into this exercise, allow them to 
answer and ask questions with the book open, and let the teacher so frame 
the questions at nrst, as they cannot fail to answer them, the question itself 
guidmg them to it ; then use them to answer with the book closedi and 
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mduany make the qaestions more difficult The same select portion might 
M the lesson for sereral successive Sabbaths^ which would allow tii their 
beiog closely examined on it. Reading aftinr the manner liere detailed 
would doubtlesK prove more useful and instructive than a moch longer 
coarse of reading according to the usual practices. On eloslDg the exami- 
nation of the chapter, the teacher should make an application at the subject 
and command them to commit the portion to memory for the ensoing sab* 
bath momine. 

This would be my method of teaching a class 2b a Sunday School, and I 
think if the system I have here defined, were patiently pursued, together 
with a faithful course of social visiting, at the houses of the children, by «U 
the conductors of a school, they would rapidiv advance it to a high degree 
of prosperity, and the scholars, under the blessing of God, would soon 
emei|;e from igoorauee and vice, to the enjoyments of religion and know- 
ledge. 

(7b &e continued,) 



THOUGHT ON THE EFFICACY OF SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 

The effect of Sunday School instruction on the Manners and Ha- 
bits of the children in our City. 

Delightful, indeed, to the philantrophic mind, is the contem- 
platioD of the moral improvement of the age ; gratifying to the 
patriot is the thought that the common people — the hope of his 
country, are rising in the scale of intelligence. Virtuous are the 
emotions of the Christian, as he views with rapture the extensive 
promulgation of the gospel. With an approving smile, even 
angels may look down on exertions of man in so extensive a cir- 
cle of disinterested benevolence. 

Who can compare the manners and habits of the children in 
our city, as they now gre, with what they were ten years since, 
and not perceive a most conclusive argument in favour of the 
powerful influence of Sabbath Schools. Who does not remem- 
her fifteen years since, to have seen the corners of our streets, 
every Sunday, crowded with boys, making rapid advancements 
in every kind of vice ? Who does not remember to haye^seen 
every Sunday moruing, boys returning by tens through the 
streets leading from the suburbs, loaded with fruits and flowers, 
sorry specimens of depredations committed on the property of 
the people in the vicinity of the city ? If any one doubts Ibat 
improvement has been made,let him look at this fact:— More than 
four thousand of the worst boys in our city, are now taken from 
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A^ streets, and preyented from haunting the abodes of vie€, 
iRid acqtiiring habits of depravity or indolence. Suppose that 
eight thousand every Sunday i^ere let loose to wander whither- 
goever they pleased ; we are now certain that more than one half 
that number are prevented, and not only prevented by our Sun- 
day Schools, but actually acquiring the best of habits, that of at- 
tending divine worship — of being familiarized, if 1 may use the 
expression, with those who love the truth, and we may hope, 
with the truth itself. We are ready to exclaim the time is not 
far distant, when the whole earth shall be filled ^* with the know- 
ledge of God, as the waters cover the sea.*' 

As a proof of the effect upon the morals of children, we are 
pleased to relate the following, in a section of our city where 
depravity and vice reigned triumphant. A Sunday School was 
established about six years ago : since its establishment five hun- 
dred boys have been enrolled on its register ; not oi^ solitary 
instance has there yet been of any one of them being an inmate 
of our bridewell, penitentiary, or state prison. These Sunday 
Schools do not only remedy, but they do more, they prevent 
crimes. It would be a house of refuge for them before they had 
become familiar in crime. They have afforded to a number of 
boys, who are employed by their parents or others during the 
week, an opportunity of acquiring knowledge and religious in- 
formation which they could not have obtained. The neglect of'i^';, 
the former would have caused them to have grown up confirmed ^^ ' 
in their ignorance, and the want of the latter would have made 
them hardened in vice. We have spoken of the influence of 
Sunday Schools on the manners of children ; we will now turn 
our attention to the effect it has had, and* it -must have« upon ' 
the parents; permit us to relate the following factor taken 
from the report of one of our Sunday Schools. In our school, 
says th% report, there «re 260 white boys, they are drawn from 
a district of less than half' a mile square ; and in the vicinity of 
three other schools, the scholars are taken from 200 families : 
in these families are more than 500 adults ; 860 is the number of 
persons great and smaD in the families. These are all personally 
known to the superintendent, and they have been visited by hiin, 
and by the other condw^ors repeat^ly during the past yean 
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^"ifll^ mne 860 indlriduak are either directly or indirectly infln. 
enced hj the operations of the scbool, tbrough the personal 
GOmmunicationa of its risiters, the distribution of Bibles and 
religious tractsi the circulating of boots from a Sunday School 
library, the leading of parents to places of pubhc worship, whea 
perhaps they could not be prevailed upon in any other way. 
The increasing respect for persons piously inclined from those 
who were wont tn raake a mock of religion. The instruction 
the children have received in the school, and the habits they 
there acqniredand carried to their homes, and the improvement 
in the very dresa of the children. These are a few proofs 
of the means, if we may so call them, of Ihe improvement of the 
present dny. Let us pursue our statement a little farther ; there 
are IOC schools, coulBtDiog more that 13,000 children, drawn 
from 9,(00 families, containing in the aggregate 40,800 per- 
sons under the successful influence of Sunday School ins tniCKoB. 
Fourteeo Imndred persons as conductors of Sabbath Schools are 
employed every Sunday in preventing crime, — Is not this worthy 
of notice! so many persons giving their time, their money, sonw 
of them sacrificing their health — I would almost aay, shortenii^ 
their days for the purpose of introducing into one city, order, 
morality aod obedience to ihe laws? The prosperity of our city 
depends on — its character nil! be drawn from, the manners, ha- 
bits, and snhordination of the lower orders of society ; it is from 
the moral elevation of the degraded and depraved we are to hope 
for that standing that will place us first among the nations of the 
earth. Are our pimlic authorities ignorant that these Sahbalh 
institutions are powerful effective auxiliaries ? Will they for a 
moment deny the utility of these schools, the necessity of their 
h^ing supported when told that more than 40,000 of our citizens 
are under the protection of more than 1000 individuals, whose 
hands are stretched forth to promote peace and social order ? 
Should not such' institutions receive aid and support, he cherish- 
ed, patroniKod, by evejy liberal patriotic benevolent member 
of society? If private individual charity is not sufficient, are 
we too bold *ilien we demand assistance from our magistrates ? 
Let them remember one-fourth ^f our population is in the 
hands of men who sh<A]ld be — must be supported. 

A Teacher. 
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How, remember bowl told you to 
behare while ;ou are liearing 
about Jmu> Chriet, or else yuu 
will be like the wicked people, 
who, inttead atloyiag him, tried 
to stone luED, and called hitn 
»*inei,and wanted lo kill him, 
fbrthej wonld not believe Ihat 
be was doin^ it all for them. — 
WeQ, at fast Ihev g:oC him, and 
tied bim fait with ropes, and 
beat him, and moclfed him, and 
when he tolJ (hem he was the 
Son of God, and their Lord and 
Master, thej put a purple dress 
on bim, and made game of him ; 
and the; twisted eharp thorns 
briber, for a crown, and stook 
them in his head, so that the 
blood ran down his facei and 
tbey spit apon him, and struck 
him, but he nerer struck them 
l>ack again, nor spit upon them ; 
when the]' called him namca, 
be never cal!ed them names 
again, but he tjore it alt, pa- 
tientlj, and never spokea word. 

For wboBC sake did be bear it ? 

AndwonH jan love him and ask 
bim to make you good ? 

He eon make joa good, and he tcill 
if yoa ask bim ; jou know he 
is God in heaven. 

Did tbe people love him for being 
socood to them.' 

What did they try to do to bim ? 

Did tbef want to bitl him > 

Did they believe he was doing it 
all for their sakes > 

Did thej ^t him at last .' 

And what did they do to bim P 

What did they beat him with ! 



When be told them lie was tbe Son 
of God, what did they do then ? 

What did they put on his head ? 

Did they make it bleed ? 

Did tbey strike him ? 

And did he strike them back ? 

When they spit on him, what did 
he do ? 

BiJ he call them names ? 

Did he Bpeat a wonJ ? 

What wasbesoquiet and good for? 

Because he hore it all for the sake 
of ainners, and he was so good 
to teach us all how we must act 
when any hody treats us ill. 

Can he make you eood andpalient? 

What must you do if you want 
liim lo make you g^ood ? 

Pray to him before you ask for any 
thing eUe, aek him to give yon a 
new clean heart, to help you to 
love bim. and to he like turn. 

Can you go to heaven if you are 
notlike him > 

No: because if you are not like 
him, you are not good; and no 
one can go to heaven unless he 
is good i for God will have no 
sin, no hkd people in heaven ; 
they are like tlie devil, and must 
go aad live wilh him. 
Then when any one strike* you 
and calls you namea, what roust 

Such children as slriko hack again, 
and call namcb, and Gglit, are 
not like our t^rd Jesua Christ ; 
and unless they pray to him fa 
make them good, and leave off 
tlieir wicked ways, wlicre nnui 
they go for eyer and ever,^ ^^ 



THE srSDAV SCHOOL TEACHER S PRA 

When tfae hymn was concluded, let us,eaid the superintend* 
^nt — kneelingdown almost inlthe centre of the raom — let us pray. 
The teachers rose and sunk donn by tbe side of the chairs oa 
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wkich they had been sitting. Suppose one should attend from 
mere curiosity, not from a desire of receiving or wishing to impart 
religious instruction, think not though his knees were not bent, 
or his hands clasped, that he could remain an unconcerned spec- 
tator — from experience I assertit next to an impossibility. Though 
his body sunk not in-unison with the rest, his heart would sink deep 
enough — his mind would bend with awe, with fear, with reve- 
rence. Is there not humility in the very act of kneeling ? Th^n 
I thought indeed ''be-that humbleth liimself shall be exal- 
ted." How solemn the emotion, how thrilling the sensation — as 
the female teachers turning their faces to the wall, seemed timid- 
ly and gratefully to tender their humble supplications to the 
throne of mercy. The men with fervour begging the assistance 
of divine Alo^ighty power, the little children kneeling and look- 
ing upward so sWeetly^ so mildly, their placid countenan- 
ces as they clasped their little hands, and raised their eyes to 
heaven, might be likened to the face of nature, after an April 
shower, so fresh, so fair, so beautiful. The trembling s<>finess 
of the voice of the speaker^ that ha^d, ere his connection with the 
Sunday school, so often been hoarse with rage ; the meekness of 
those tearful eyes that had so often flashed with anger ; his hum- 
ble tones showing the storm of passion had ceased ; the tear 
that glistened in his eye, betokening the overflowing of bis heart, 
reminded me of the hushing of a tempest as the breath of wind 
that remains wafts the darkened clouds from our view, and the 
drops of rain lingering in the sunshine, form a rainbow of pro- 
mise to our agitated trembling souls. Sincerely do I hope that 
in his eternal to-morrow, the sunshine of righteousness, now 
gilding the close of his brief day, may shed his gloriously trans- 
cendant rays. If any one yet doubts the eflicacy, the utility, of 
sabbath schools, let him attend the meetings of their conductors, 
unfold this Eden to his view ; let him behold the teachers on 
their knees, supplicating the mercy of heaven to rest on their 
fellow labourers in the vineyard. Tell him, had it not been for 
Sunday schools, these men whose hands are now joined in prayer 
as firmly as their hearts are united in love, would have hardly 
breathed the same air. Ask him if it does not make his heart 
glad to see them imploring a blessing to crown their benevolent 
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•jrertioDS, from hio) wbo deligbteth tb^ his children sbouM 
dwell together iii harmony, point out to him, this man, he has 
been accustomed, under a humble roof in unadorned simplicity 
to breathe forth his heart-felt prayer, which, like the serene 
beauty of a vernal morn, invites us to acknowledge the mercy 
and goodness of God — that man, he has bent the knee beneath a 
fretted vault, with every accompaniment that can add sublimity 
to adoration, or dignity to reverence, like the terrific grandeur 
of the storm commanding us to bend beneath the presence of 

L 

an Almighty hand — tell him these men have here thrown off the 
shackles of illiberaUty, and firmly united in the bonds of holy 
brotherly affection ; are endeavouring with the hope of divine 
aid, to teach this simple lesson : — there is but one God, and his 
Son is our salvation. Does not this promise that harmony of 
feeling, the want of which is so much to be regretted among 
those who, profess to judge no man ? 

Afler the prayer, another hymn was read, commented upon 
and sung ; the effect was still more perceptible upon the meet- 
ing, than at the singing of the first ; there appeared to be more 
feeling, more agitation. One of the teachers did not attempt 
to join in the singing, although the tune was a familiar one to 
him, and one that I had often heard him sing ; the prayer had 
the effect of sealing his lips, though it might have opened his 
heart. The little children, emboldened by being unnoticed, took 
part in the exercise, and their soft clear voices unbroken by the 
reflection of the past, or fear of the future, rose above the 
other voices, and seemed to ascend as an offering worthy hea- 
ven. A divine song from the lips of pious children will ever 
give rise to the most soothing emotions — *' it is worshipping the 
Lord in the beauty of holiness." The smiles of love illumine their 
features ; we feel a desire of embracing them yvith love and af- 
fection ; and as the sweet sounds of their seraphic voices added 
sweetness to the happy contentment of their countenances, I 
could say, in the words of the poet, 

*' No pearl ever lay under Oman^ green water. 
More pure in its sheP than thy spirit in thee.** 

There was a pause of a few moments between the singing of 
the second hymiiyaad th^ reading of a chapter in the bible. 
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The portion selected for the eveiiiiig was one of the psalms of 
David. Our minds were well prepared to receive the sablime 
jet simply expressed sentiments of that inspired writer. A few 
explanatory remarks were made, and the subject applied to San* 
day School teachers. The secretary then took a number of the 
London S. S. Teacher's Magazine, and the subject was introda- 
ced, as nearly as I can recollect, in the following manner : 

We have full assurance from the success that has attended the 
exertions of those who hare endavoured to estabUsh Sunday 
Schools, that the hand of the Lord has directed them. In this 
good book, from which we have just read a portion, we might 
find sufficient to guide us in our dark and sometimes difficult and 
laborious way ; but we also think, that it is right we should make 
use of such other means as have been put into our hands. 

Many well meaning, zealous, and ardent persons, experien* 
ced in this good cause, have kindly given us instructions how to 
act in particular cases ; how to make use of the time allotted to us 
to the best advantage ; how to promote the interests of those who 
are entrusted to our charge. There are many encouragii^ 
anecdotes that will stimulate to exertion, and frequently delight 
the heart of the S. S. Teacher. Occasionally we shall read one 
of these, and may the divine assistance be granted to us and our 
undertaking. A few moments were then taken up in reading a 
piece on humility, and another on partiality to scholars, and an 
anecdote of the happy death of a Sunday scholar. After which, 
another hymn was sung, and another prayer offered to the throne 
of grace. At the close of which, the superintendent asked a part- 
ing blessing. No moving disturbance occasioned by putting on 
coats, looking for hats, moving towards the door, or whispering, 
but every one remained on their knees until the superintendent 
rose himself: this was as it should be ; and if some congregations 
could have seen this for a moment, they would not hesitate to 
follow so good an example, and for the future wait until the bless- 
ing was pronounced before they put on their hats, shawls and 
coats, and not move from their seats until it was concluded. 

As I returned from the meeting, I was led to reflect upon the 
events of the evening ; the effects of such meetings upon society, 
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«Dd the benefits that result to the condnctors of oar schools. 
After attending a meeting of this kind, we feel our strength re* 
newed, and are determined to persevere in the cause for which 
we have met together ; It gives rise to emotions the most fa- 
* Tourable to Christianity, by exhibiting two of its most powerful 
attributes, love and charity : surely this is the way of life ; so it 
must seem to all those who really interest themselves in it. It 
creates a respect for those who are piously inclined; for we can- 
not but think well of such as take so great an interest in the wel- 
fare of others. To the youthful teacher it is the powerful in- 
fluence of example ; habit will in a short time make such 
evenings as these most agreeable. As prityer meetings, they 
will ever be interesting, because the prayers that are here offer- 
ed are for the promotion of an object in which at that moment 
he delights to know that he is engaged. It affords great fa- 
cilities for religious improvements, for religious companions. 
It promotes the harmony that should exist between Sunday 
School Teachers, and powerfully strengthens the bond of union 
between them. It gives us proper subjects for meditation da- 
ring the remaining part of the night, and will most undoubtedly 
prepare us the better to become religious instructors to others. 
And I hope some Sunday School Teachers who have never had 
an opportunity of knowing the benefits of attending such meetings 
may think of these, and test their truth by attending themselves, 
and determining to take an active part in the prayer meetings of 
the unday school Teachers. v 



WANT OF PERSEVERANCE THE CAUSE OF DECLINE IN A SUNDAY 

SCHOOL. 

To the want of perseverance may be attributed the cause of 
the decline of more than one benevolent association. The follow- 
ing facts will' prove that every assistance benevolence can ren- 
der, all the aid that charity can afford to any institution, will be 
totally fruitless, unless a deteriiftned perseverance, and an un- 
wearied application, be constantly given by those who agree to 
be its supporters. About three years since, to one congrega- 
tion in this city, there weni attired three Sunday schools ;; the. 
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page^ of their registers were adorned with the naUA^ of^ vtMt 
than three hundred scholars ; and the rolls of the teachers 
showed a list of more than fifty persons who had willingly 
consented to become the conductors. 

An association of the elders of the<:hurch, and of persons 
favourable to the interest of Sunday Schools was formed; address- 
es were read, printed, and circulated; treasurers were appoiiltecF; 
funds were received ; places suitable for instruction, were ob- 
tained; books and furniture were provided, and, under the most 
favourable auspices, the operations of the Sunday School coto^ 
menced. Elated with the hope of success, they rejoiced ifi 
their undertaking. The novelty of the design kept alive, for a 
while, the energies of their minds. Plans for instruction were 
recommended, tried, and abandoned ; rules for order were poade 
and broken ; regulations for the discipline of the school were 
agreed on to-day, and given up the next, as impracticable. The 
.j^ngregation thought the fault lay with the association; the asso- 
ciation blamed the teachers ; the teachers blamed the scholars^ 
and the scholars left the school. About a year after the school 
was established, I paid them a visit : the school was then on the 
decline; I saw a number of the seats vacant; and, as they had at 
first complained of want of room, 1 asked the superintendent 
if he had as many scholars now as when iie commenced. No, sir, 
the boys do not attend regularly at all ; we begin to be quite dis- 
couraged; the parents do not care whether the children come or 
not ; they do not seem to take any interest in the improvement 
of their children. I am sorry for that, said I,as much depends up- 
on the parents — but how many teachers have you in this school ? 
We have on our list eighteen besides the secretary, superin- 
tendent and visiting committee — why there are only seven pre- 
sent ; I am almost led to believe that they are following the ex- 
ample of the parents, and do not seem to care much about the 
improvement of their scholars, or take much interest in the 
school. Do your teachers visit the absentees uf their classes ? — 
No, sir, they have no time, our visiting committee do every 
month, I believe, but this month the secretary has been absent, 
and the list of absentees has not been given to the visiting com- 
mittee. Your scholars do not seem to be very orderly to-day. 
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•wing I suppose to the want of teachers,, we cannot keep them 
Tery still, but we have a very excellent set oifrules, said he, show* 
ing me a card of about fifteen regulations, most of them prefaced 
with, <* no scholar of thi^ school shall be allowed," and <* every 
scholar must," &c. Did the scholars ever les^rn these rules, said 
I. No sir, I believe we never thought of that. Then, said I, you 
might as well put for a concluding one — every scholar is ex« 
pectedto obey these regulations, and no scholar shall be allowed 
to learn them ; this appears a little like bad management. — Why 
yes, the association never told us to give them to the scholars 
to learn by rote. I see how this is, you depend upon the asso- 
ciation, and the association depends upon yon, and between you, 
the main objects of the association and of the school are left un- *[ '. 
done. When 1 left the school, I then feared that the schools of ,/ 
that association would be of but little utility, either in advan- vi- 
cing the scholars in religious improvement , or in acquiring regu- 
lar or useful habits \ one bad example would destroy twenty good ' 
precepte. ^^- 

About three months since, 1 entered the same school, it was^ 
the mere shadow of what it had been, a few scholars taught by 
three teachers, was the melancholy proof of the former mis- 
management. One of the schools attached to the congre^tiQi^ 
had been discontinued for some time ; two remained, Okie 'male 
and one female, about sixty scholars, three male and five female 
teachers, were all that were left to tell the tale of their want of. 
success. A new superintendent had been appointed in the miale 
school ; with him I had some conversation relative to the affairs 
of the school ; I was pleased with his^ideas ; he appeared to un- 
derstand the subject. Much might have been done here, said he, 
if they had only proceeded in the right way. Mubh may b^ 
done, and through the assistance of divine goodnes, we intend to 
perform our duty better, or at least, work harder than our pre- 
decessors. They had a very erroneous idea of the manager 
ment of Sunday Schools. To attend to the duties of the school on 
Sunday^ they thought was performing their duty. They 
imagined thei^e was no necessity of meetings for bu^ifiess ;||p^' 
could not see much utility in preparing themselves for the%- 
i|ons they had to teach. And time has proved that the^ failed 
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in anotHer point, — ih9to{ visiting; thej thought itmaiifB no dtf^ 
ference who visited the absentees, and for those wha attended 
regularly, it was sufficient to see them once ererj 8ahbath„indi« 
out spending time to Tint tiiem during the ireek. Now we are 
pursuing quite a different plan. We have had meeting tot 
business, and shall continue to have them. We intend to viat 
every scholar in our school, at least once a quarter. -. We intend 
to make our teachers visiters of their respective classes : if a 
boy is absent from his class, we hope his teacher will pay him a 
visit before the succeeding Sunday. To all those who hafe 
charge of our testament or bible clesses, we have earnestly re- 
commended to prepare themselves, by studying the portion of 
scripture they intend to read. We have earnestly reminded oar 
teachers, male and female, of our prayer meetings, t can only 
say, answered I, if yoii continue to apply your shoulder to. the 
wheel, you will meet with unqualified success. By your fknts 

I 

to the parents, you will prove to them that you think of tiicm and 
their children on other days besides the sabbath, and in tiffie^ 
will certainly gain their love and good wishes, together with that 
which will be of the greatest benefit — ^their co-operation. When 
a scholar absents himself one Sunday, if he is visited before 
the next, it is very probable he may attend more regularly. 
If your teachers come into school prepared, you may rest as- 
sured more good will be effected in one sabbath than would be 
given in four without preparation ; and I doubt whether you can 
find any better employment for your teachers than the study of 
the scriptures. If they attend the monthly prayer meetings, it 
will promote union and harmony of feeling, and many a one may 
have a sufficient cause to bless him, who liveth and reigneth for 
ever, for the eternal benefit they have there received. Go on> 
you are now in the right way ; your school will increase, and 
your labour will not be in vain. Although advantage may not 
immediately result; if you persevere, it will be certain. "All 
things are full of labour," and he that expects success in a Sun- 
day school, and stands with folded hands, shall surely be disap- 
pointed. Indifference, cold indifference, so opposite to perse- 
verance, has actually sometimes been called perseverance. 
When a man passes through the world without noticing this thing 
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fce neeU, or that wbich obstracta him, bnt floia Us weary 
way, without eren inqoiring whether the sun that warmB him, 
■bines od any other Ibau his own hitbitation, he U indifferent, not 
persererii^. Andwheo a Suodaj School TeacherformoDths goes 
in and oat of bis school, without even noticing whether there is 
any other there thdn himself, and plods bis weary way for yean, 
without ever inquiring whether his plana are successful, or 
umetimes whether he has any or not —depend upon it that 
man is indifferent, not persevering j and his labour will rery 
libelj come to nought. Sut once more let me request yon to 
persevere, and I am certdn that success awaits your undertdt- 
ing. 

An OasEBrBB. 



Haw pEuuful the duty Itiat devolves upon h[rn vho nolicce the obi- 
tuary uf a friend. It 19 a task tliat atrakcna everj feelini; of sorrow ; 
the soul, IremhlinKly alitelo ihe slighlest impreBsiona, iinitaall its grief 
lenewt'd. — Assured ofthc sympathy of every christiao friepd.ire can only 
hope for a, portion of that resignation to the divine will tliat filled the 
breast of him to whom we pay the last tribute that friendship gives la 
the object of ita affection. 

The death ofTbamaaJu-nian, tale Editornf this Magazine, will be as 
deeply felt by his relatives, his friends, and the cbrialinn world, as it 
wiU be sincerely deplored. A soul susceptible of every finer feeline, 
endeared him to his relatives; his suavity of maunen, his disposition 
ever ready to oblig'e. made his friendship di^sirable ; iiii rompanv a 
Sooree of refined pleasure to his friends E^ndued with brilUant talents, 
exerted for the benefit of mankind, he will be admired by thoie who 
may bare the pleaanre of reading his productions. In the pages of this 
Magazine, of which he has been the editor, and anio[% the papers of 
those societies to which be was attached, will be fonod the best eulogy 
of his character. 

e give place to the following Obitnary from the Religioni Chront- ' 



For the New- York Religioui Chroolde. 
OBITUARY. 

TBOHAS JABHAR, BB^, :''" 

"lit Ihe world ye ihall have frAtJirffon," was tMdJsClaratioo of our 
Saviour, and it wasonewhicb^ the experience irf all tbat have loved him, 
since he tabernacled' in the Sesb, has verified. Of this tribniation Ibw 
bave partaken more largely than the subject of this memoir. But pos- 
■^E^MitiB^amiBd ofgreatstreiq:tb, and to die bigbetf degree 
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cnhivatei by education, he seemed to be always toperior to niiBfolrtimey 

and particularly when he brought to its aid the power of the religion of 
^ cross. He had known what it was to live in affluence and. splen- 
dour, and at sucb a season to be honoured by the world : and he had 
also seen that affluence takes to itself wings and flies away ; and himself 
deserted by his former friendis. Yet amidst all he was scarcely ever 
known to allude to these misfortunes, and never to murmur at the disr 
pensations of Providence. . ■ ^- • • 

The object of this article is, however, rather to exhibit the manner .of 
bis death than to portray his life. It is not, at the present day, uncomi* 
mon to hear (and whose heart does not rejoice that it isso?) of the tri- 
umphant death of the believer of the cross; but it is a rare occurrence 
to hear of one whose death was like that of Mr. J. During a confine- 
ment of two months previous to that event, he had never been heard to 
express a wish to live; even, before his disease assumed a threatening 
appearance, he said to a friend who was visiting him, '< I have less to 
bind me to the earth than most men, and I declare to you that if 1 knew 
the sentence to call me to my judge were to come within six hours, my 
heart would not fear."* We have said that Mr. J'fe death was uncommon-^ 
it was so in this respect — that it was not marked by those exultations 
and rejoicings which some display, but by that continued, calm and 
steady faith, which might with propriety be denominated ^' untnovec^U,^ 
and which overoometh all things. To a friend, who inquired the state 
of his mind and of hiafrcmte, he said, '^ I fear nothing, frames are plea- 
cant, but I never trust to them ; my confidence is rather in the todrdtf 
Chd.^ '* Hath he not said i<, and shall he not bring it to pass?'" was the 
ground of his expectation. On one occasion, when he requested a 
mend to pray, he was asked if there was any thing in particular which 
he desired : " Only," said he, " that 1 may be submissive.** To a simi- 
lar question from a minister of the gospel who visited him, he said yes ! 

" O for a closer walk with God, 
A calm and heavenly frame." 

And being interrogated as to what he thought of Christ, he said << he is 
the only ground of my confidence, and through him alone I hope for 
eternal life." '* And can you, Mr. J. say," continued the inquirer, 
" that with all the afflictive dispensations of divine Providence towards 
you, which I understand are many, that it is good that you have been 
thus afflicted. " Yes, indeed, I can," replied he, and repeated with 
emphasis, " indeed I can." Surprise having been expressed by a vi- 
siter that not a doubt had intruded upon his peace for so long a time, 
he said, <* I do not know but the tempter did assail me once, but I de- 
termined never for a moment to listen. 1 have made my peace with 
God, I trust. Christ has paid a debt which I never could. I am a 
Christian, or I am<iot. If I am not, why should God have made me so 
often instrumental in benefitting the souls of my fellow-beings ? 1 do 
know that I love holiness, and hate sin ; and this I have always told you 
was to me a greater evidence than any sudden frame or feeling. A fe- 
male friend, with whom he had long been intimate, visited him a few 
days previous to his death, at a time when he was able to sit up and con- 
verse. At the close of her visit, he observed that she was somewhat 
affected by parting, and said, " do not, M — , give way to your feeling^ 
either now or li^n I am gone. Do not permit yourself to mourn as 
those that have no hope ; for, recollect, there is a place where there 
shall be no more sorrow,, nor crying, nor pain ; but above all no more 
sin. May the blessings of heaven above, and of the earth beneath, be 
yours— farewell I" 



f 



flu White Back, t8T 

A young friend, who was ^t his bedside frequently, durioi^ bis ilfaiessi 
observing that his strength had nearly failed him, requested that Mr. J. 
would speak to him once more before he died ; to which he said, *< no 
one knows the foundation of the Christian religion better than you do, 
aud therefore I need add nothing* only to desire that in zeal, in know- 
ledge, and in love,' ybu will be firm ; — he fimty and never suffer your- 
self to be troubled with an^ Tories of religion. I have examined all 
religions, and all theories, of ireligion, both ancient and modern, and 
have found that all, except that of our Lord Jesus Christ, are absurdi- 
ties ; and all philosophicad speculations vain. Farewell ! n^ay we meet 
in heaven, although we should not meet again on earth.'* 

After passing a sleepless and restless night, a short time before his 
death, his brother came to his bedside in the morning, and inqtoir^if 
his confidence was still placed upon God; to which be replied, ^'Oh! 
yes ! yay dear brother, vehat hone I to fear ?" His constant and earnest 
prayer was, that he might retain his reason to the last moment. *< My • 
wish is,^ said he, *' not only that I may retain my reason, but in the ' 
language of liord Malcombe, 

«<< Easy may my passage be, 
Cheerful my allotted stay ; 
Short th* account Hwixt God and me ; 
Hope shall meet me on the way.' ^ 

The words in italics he had altered to suit the occasion. On the morn- 
ing of the day of his death, he was for some time apparently engaged in 
earnest prayer, when he suddenly exclaimed, to his brother^ " I have a 
piece of news to communicate, which will rejoice your heart." *« "What 
i8it?''said his brother. *^ The suit*** is ended,** replied he, ''and the 
result favourable.** The only words he uttered with distinctness after 
this were, " Brother, this is dying.** " Are you happy ?** *' Perfectly ; *; 
what have I to fear ?** 

Three weeks before his death he had written the following obituary 
notice of himself ; and after it was finished, remarked that his " house 
was now in order.** 

>' DIED^Mr. Thomas Jarman, formerly of Bristol, England, aged 
67, after a residence in this country of about four years ; during which 
he had formed the warmest attachments of friendship, and felt to his last 
moments the deepest sense of obligation for the kindness of his friends 
on this side the Atlantic> while he dearly loved his Qative country.** 
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THE WHITE BOOK. * "'^', 



T;^ opening of the White Book was an era in the history of ^ 
oui::^ki;dny School. It was an anniversary tp wbiclvthe boys ^ 
r6oked. tbrward with hope and delight. As the exercises were '^ 
novel, the children were pleased ; and as they formed the prin- 
ciple characters themselves, they felt interested^^. 






* Mr. J. was'bypn^ession aLawyer, and hence the comparison of (he 
end of his trials to the tertnioatiou of a law suit. 
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Tlitl^jjilWinrj was held in the moodi of May. To hrre Ae 
effect upon the scholars, they should all attend ; and if 
Ibfy was stortny, many of the smaller children woold be pre- 
rented. During the week preceding, many a wish escaped the 
lips of the teachers, and many a prayer was silently breathed hy 
the superintendents, that the day might prore farourable. With 
joy, sincerely felt, did the conductors of the Sunday School hail 
the approach of a calm, serene sabbath morning in May. As 
the clouds that hung oyer the eastern sky were dispelled by the 
rising orb of day, and themorning mists yanished in the ethereal 
serenity of a cloudless sky, so thought they , the rays of knowled^ 
through the instrumentality of our Sunday Schools are dispellipg 
the clouds of ignorance and superstition, and the mists of depra- 
vity and Tice are fast fading before the rising splendour of the 
Sun of Righteousness. To one, even uninterested either in the 
day or its proceedings, surely such a morning as this would faife 
awakened the softer sympathies of his soul, and caused him (o 
long for some object, on which he might bestow the love, the 
gratitude, the charity, that such a scene as this would certainly 
have created. Tne vast vault of heaven, toa much for man's 
proud eye to take in at one glance, would have made his soul 
swell by its magnificent grandeur ; the sun beams stealing 
through the rich dewy foliage of the trees would have reached 
the inmost recesses of his soul in all their softened beauty ; the 
balmy air, rich with all the perfume of the spring as he inhaled it 
and almost held his breath, lest it should escape, would 
have communicated to his feelings a tranquil, yet overpowering 
pleasure ; the melody of some feathered songster, as he shook 
from his downy wings the dew of the morning, would have made 
delight beat high in his breast ; and should some startled bird, 
frightened from his native bower, wing his way far on the bosom 
of the air, and disappear in the blue of day, how sublime 
would be his emotion as his mind followed on the trackless way — 
until, far removed from mortal ken, it at once seemed to stand in 
the presence of Him who had created works so wonderful! 
Would he not, under the influence of such passions, be eager to 
perform every virtuous action his heart might dictate ? What 
then would be the feelings of one deeply interested in the coming 



«MrciM» 6f tbe day ; , every object that met his attention would 
Mmind him of the duty he had to perform ; of the charge that 
lay nearest hig heart. The sun just risen, and now shedding his 
rays on all tbat pert of the world turned towanls him ; equally 
upon the sterile Saudi of an Arahian desert, and (he fertile fields 
. ofaland flowingwith milk and honey, woald remind him of the 
bible affording to all turned towards it, the poor eqnally with the 
rich, the igtMhint equally with the learned, the light of life, «nd 
Ihehopeofsalration. The calmness of the air would he to him 
like the peace of that religion be had wished to inculcate ; the 
aerenity of the sky — lh« purity of iis precepts r the balmy fra* 
grance of the air — the healing virtue of its doctrines ; and while 
beholding the opeoitig flower, just spreading its varied hues, and 
yielding its sweetoess to the breath of heaven, he would fancy 
it appeared hke the first dawn of religion in their minds, and he 
would imagine that this day was he to receive the reward — the 
first fruits of his labour of lore. 

The appearance of the sabbath in either the city or the 
country, will ever give rise to many pleasing emotions. The 
school, which is the subject of this paper, was located in the op- 
per part«f the city. Althoagh no stream here meandered in 
stillness and beauty on the one hand, nor verdant meads spread 
their rich covering on the other ; though our path to the [dace 
of worship lay not among flowers, nor by fields rich with the 
blessings of the labour of the husbandman; thoi^h no village spire 
could be seen overtopping the bending willows that surrounded 
it, a fit emblem of religion rising ebove the humbling mortifies- ' 
tions of this life ; though our eaiS were not delighted irltfa the 
mptin songs of a thousand melodious warblers, nor the solemn 
sound of a single bell now breaking upon the ear, now echoed 
£iinter from the distant hills, until fancy benelf sends back the 
last sound to the entranced listener ; nor the extended landscape 
all bespangled with dew, and glittering in the morning sunbeam : 
yet the undisturbed silence that reigns in the streets of a city on a 
aabbath; the echo of the step, the very counteDance of the pas- 
ser by, the chiming of many bells, all remind the observer ofthe 
day of real. We seem to be mate susceptible of the beauti^ of 
aature on thstt day ; the tree^ planted here and there ia the 
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itreels, ff^HHiothed in their brightest dress ; the song c^ ihm 
rofoin,.yeIl^|ird, or martin, that on this day only undistnAed, 
fearlessly carols nature's orison to his Creator, sounds unusually 
melodious; the contrast between the busy hum and composed 
bustle of a w^k ^^y^ and the solitary stillness of the sabbatb, 
bestows upon the mind a sedate composure, and gives a contem- 
plative religious tone to the feelings. The difiefence between 
the dirty, squalid appearance, and noisy and unruly conduct of 
childr^n.^during the week., apd their neat, tidy and cleanly dress^ 
their orderly,; decent behaviour on the sabbath^ cannot fail io 
strike the b€fti!blder,particularly if h^ be interested^ very forcibly* 
This Sunday School had bee^i.in operation five years ; the sa- 
Jutary effects of its operations were plainly to be seen. Instead 
of crowds of idle, noisy boys, loitering roqnd the corners of tlie 
streets, disturbing and disgracing the neighbourhood by their 
shameful conduct, scarce a boy was to be found during, the, 
hours of divine service : and the children in the vicinity^ if not 
better clad, looked miich better than the generality, of the chil* 
dren of the poorer classes ; the parents took more care to keep 
them neat and tidy. v 

The hour for opening the school was at hand, many of the 
scholars were already in their seats ; they had begun to collect 
much earlier than usual ; and if any one had observed them as 
they approached the school, be would have suspected that some- 
thing more than ordinary was about to take place ; inform him that 
it was theday of reward, and with little discernment he could have 
pointed out those who expected to receive a premium. 

[To be continued.1 
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REMARKS ON SUNDAY SCHOOL ANNIVERSARIES. 

It is a subject deeply to be regretted, as it is true, that many 
undertakings commenced in the purest motives, and of the most 
heavenly design, soon become vitiated, through the passions of 
men, and So natural is this current of human affairs, through the 
prevalency of sin, that the wise and good, with a very commen- 
dable pruilenpe, h^ve ever been cautious in establishing any 




precedents in tiie arrangements of tbe coiicehKi|ui3%i«iis of 
lieneveient histitations, which nighl^ hjr eolistiilf ;||e feettogs^ 
and exciting the varying passions of thV worldtjr minded, retard^ 
rather than advance their desired interiKsts; 8uc|^ a^christioft 
prudence ie the dictate of tnith, while the inspira^voluroe sa;y^j 
that '' the lust of the eye, and the pride of life, is not of the:Fa« 
ther, b%t of the world,^^ The various jubilees, aoniversafiet^ 
and occasional pubUc processions, commemorative of any signal^ 
interesting or important event, have often been considered ai 
possessing this corruptive tendency. Such celebrations, itmigfat 
be said, with a few, excite the energies of the heart to aluUer 
enjoyment, and a more grateful sense of divine blessings, while 
lo the far greater part, their outward pageantry ere long be* 
ttomes the only attraction they offer, while the noise and parade 
so congenial to the spirit of the world, invite the licentious tQ 
excesses, and in the lapse of time, a religious, jubilee that has 
originated from some heavenly motive, and been a source of 
pure and simple enjoyment to the pious, and of praise to the ant . 
thor of our being, has become an empty and unmeaning show, 
in which the heart has so little concern, that the very end and 
purpose of its institution may be forgotten.. It wi^ thus that the 
Saturnalia of the Romans at first intended to comokemora^e the 
peaceful pursuits of agriculture, and to perpetuate a grateful re« 
membrance of a virtuous golden age, soon extended itsfestivi* 
ties from a single day to seven ; and with a similar spirit, the 
celebrations in honour of Augustus, were of yet longer duration, 
while those of Agrippa and Trajan were most unreasonably 
prolonged ; the first to 50, and the latter to 1?3 days. Their 
eecnlar games designed to be celebrated only every one 
hnndreth year, were sometimes anticipated ere that period 
was half expired, that kingly pride might be honoured, and 
a thirst of luxurious pleasure gratified. No less injurious 
in effect proved the Jewish feast of dedication, as appointed 
by Joaas Macabeus, to commemorate li|e recovery and pu- 
rificHEtion of the holy temple ; and the-leaf(i»f Poriai, estab- 
lished by Esther. and Mordecai, designed la call forth from 
that ransomed people the grateful aongpi ef deliverance to 
«« tbe<^ of JaQob, their refuge :" yet in tkir eel* even these 
weve (H> cemipted as- to procure theer the repvoachfol iepl-> 
Vol.1. SQ ' 











ilk^^^ lim^imtk Bmh^^ Thnt^teo the rd^Mt cde- 
lifftlioM^i^jti^mliiin 9ge have often led to soeh shaBMiU ez- 
leeamift atlociMifetbemlo be cestricted, •ometioies suspended, 
end allsft prolulNled ; but let it be con9idered that tbese are 
tlKS.GOiiteqiil^es;of natioDal celebrationcH-a'whole people par* 
tidpftiiig in their, ftstivities. In a single community^ apprehen* 
0toai of such eyils are lessened, and are quite groundless in re- 
ifard to the public celebration of a religious sodety ; its mem- 
bem and patrons assembling yearly to conunemorate the founding 
of their institutions, and by religious and other exercises, '* pro« 
▼ekii^ one another to good works." So far from being injurious 
in their tendency, the multiplying of them does but renovate the 
drooping zeal of the christian heart, and gives new str^ogtii to 
^^ r^the hands of the benevolent ; recounting ,the past, and apttci* 
PPr pating the future, seems to revive the work. Indeed, there cao 
be no more pleasing associations formed. in the mind than these 
delightful reflections incident to the numerous anniversaries^ 
lebrated in our city in the month of May ; fi)r as the venal 
scene smiles with renewed verdure, and is fragrant with flowen, 
inviting to a thankful remembrance of the beneficent author of 
our life : so the assembling companies of the faithful, that tlirong 
the courts of our Zion at the same glad season, with grateful re- 
membrances to the God of salvation, present a scene beautiful 
with the smiles of unfailing charity, and fragrant with the best and 
most acceptable incense to heaven's throne, brotherly love and 
UNITY ; in the words of inspiration, " how pleasant V* it is as 
the ** dew of Hermon, and as the dew descending on the moun- 
tains of Zion, where God hath commanded His blessing!" 
Two of these yearly celebrations, — that of the National Bible 
Society and the Sunday School, are accompanied by a public 
procession. It will be readily granted in regard to the first, that 
any scenic parade connected with their solemnities, would be 
but peurile and out of place ; for there is, indeed, an untoW 
sublimity in the silent, solemn march of its venerable patroas 
and delegates, as they move in procession to their place of an- 
nual meeting, presenting a sight that fills the soul at once with 
a sober, yet cheerful delight ; but with the latter, such parade 
may h^ innocently ifadulged, being in accordance with the tenor 
of juvenile minda and feelings, awl efery way calculated to edtist 
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their hearts in a cause, of which their jadgments ctiinot jet Km 
formed any correct estimate as to its value and usefcilnete. 

The Sunday School is a system of reform, to eradicate the 
moral evils of society ; and as such, those who are the most 
proper subjects of its exertions are naturally opposed to its con- 
troul ; they must be won by the mildest measures ; they must be 
allured to the pure and virtuous counsels to which they 
are no way prone ; and be ingeniously enticed to that 8ala« 
tary discipline to which they were so averse. Hence the ne- 
cessity of numerous rewards and distinctions, which although 
they nourish pride for a season, yet they become the means hj 
which they are brought under the salutary influence of those 
moral medicaments that will eventually neutralize its banefiri 
influence ; but we are of opinion that the celebration we allude v:, 
to is pure, even from this alloy, and may be said, on the contrary, 
to excite the youthful heart to honourable and correct feelings. 
Motky is the child on whom the prospect of being honouraby en- 
titled to participate in the Annual Sunday School procession^ 
produces a moral restraint, preventing him from mean and un- 
becoming conduct, that might soon lead to badness ; and not a 
few of the most vicious are restricted in their evil practices by 
the same influence, while to those who are of a purer .cast of 
-character, it proves a source of anticipated delight, that stimu- 
lates them to farther advancements in the paths of wisdom and 
virtue. 

The annual public celebration of the Sunday Schools, by a 
procession and other appropriate exercises at the place of meet- 
ing, is a topic of interest to the scholars for the whole year, and 
long ere the stated period arrives is a matter of anxious inquiry 
among parents and children. The influence it exercises is 
readily traced by the lively interest excited, as the usual cir- 
cumstances give token that the season of the anniversary ap« 
proaches ; but a public procession of the managers of the society 
and the scholars, has doubtless, also, a large share of influence in 
fixing the public attention on the importance of these institutions, 
and by bringing the schools into notice, and immediately before 
the public eye yearly, will certainly exact firom them a greater 
feeling towards the subject than Uie more ordinary usagt of si- 
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m\Mr iocie^, of holdiog a yearly meeiipg of the memben, wiik 
the laicbers of the tclioolt, to receire tho report and accustomed 

a^drewet* 

Such are the pbaervatioot we have thought proper to make 
09 adverting to4»ar late Sunday School Aooiversary^ held on the 
eftfmooii of the 11 th of May, which w^ more numerously at 
tended than on any former occasion. A procession of more thaa 
4Q00 moved from the Park, at four o'clock, comprising^ the pre- 
sid(Bnts, managers of the Society, many of the delegates of the 
Natfooal BiblsHfiociety, jLhe teachers^ and the childrejn of^ 
9<l^pol8* . Every scholar was distinguished by a badge ; and eacli 
KCbovl by a banker, with soone appro|^riate device. Amoqg 
ptherSi the following mottos must have had a most pleasing ef- 
on every pious observer of this religious celebration ^t-^' Suf« 

rjittle children to con>euntO( me*' — '* forbid them not"«--*^' God 
is l9Te"—'* feed my lambs"— " Truth." 

On 4be arrival at the Circus, which had been selected at the 
joaly commodious place for so numerous an assemblage, a prayes 
was offered, and a hymn sung ; which exercises were ibUowed 
by a very effective address from the Rev. Mr. Feltus. 

On the scholars retiring from the place of meeting, each re* 
ceived from the hands of the committee a neat and interesting 
tract, prepared for the occasion. The annual meeting, held in 
the evening, in the Rev. Mr. Somers' church, in Nassau -street^ 
was numerous and respectable. Addresses were delivered by 
the Rev. Dr. MeMurry and the Rev. Dr. Mc Auly : their re- 
rasffks were appropriate, interesting, and useful ; and we regret 
l|Ot being able to procure the substance of them to report. On 
no former occasion has the anniversary been better conducted, 
or so well attended ; and a more than usual interest seemed to 
haye been excited by the animated scene : we hail it as an 
auspicious omen, as well as an evidence of the propriety of con- 
dvcwga Sunday School celebration on such a plan ; and we so- 
ficit our sister societies to imitate it 
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ftUKDJkr SCHOOL FACTS AND ANECDOTES. 

In the selection of anecdotes mid facts, we shall always endea- 
vour to present fsmch to oar readers, as n^rt^te Aohm incidents^ 
m we are confident that many that Are highly intereifting aad 
useful, remain unrecorded among the numerous Sunday SchooM 
of our land. We look with some solicitude to teachers in particii** 
lar for such infoniMrtioii, and earnestly request their valuable 
contributions, believing that the perusal of them will not only 
encourage and stimulate the heart, but strengthen and inform the 
minds, d* those engaged in the important and interesting dutiet 
of gratuitous education. 



CORRECT APFLICATfON OF SCRIPTUllE BY A TOUNG SuHDAt 

SCHOLAR. 

<* Ttyo persons in this villarge, (Utica) were engaged in re«> 
ligious controversy ; an attendant of one of our Sunday SchooU. 
was present, and finding the conversation was about the BibU^ 
he was all attention — one of them in support of his opinions* 
quoted, as he thought, a passage from Scripture — ^but no where 
to be found in the Bible ; the youth finding a suitable opportuni* 
ty of addressing his superiors in years, but not in divine know- 
ledge ;^^ with unassuming ' modesty, mingled with reproof, he 
said, *' Ye do err not knowing the Scriptures." Matthew 22, 29. 

(Sabbath School Visitant) 

Teachers should answer with caution and precision the ques- 
lions of their pupils. And should consider and study the subjects 
of instruction, with much care, before entering on their SabbsAb 
day duties. The following facts make farther comment unneces- 
sary. 



CRITICAL QUESTIONS BY SUNDAY SCHOOL CHILDREN. 

A child rehearsing the following passage — *' No murderer hath 
eternal life abiding in him," — asked his teacher, if any person 
would go to heaven that killed himself-— the teacher replied, thai 
there was no evidence from the Scriptures to believe that he 
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would. Then said the cbiltl, looking mUh eanieit inqoiiy to kis 
teacher, " What do ytw think bteamt ofSamtoH." 

AwHTBEK teacher, speakiiig to his cIbm of the Seed,: mM, 

everj living tiling except those Noah took into the Ark wu 
destroyed. One of hia scholars said, " was every ttiing drown- 
ed?" — iiod on the teacher's replying yes — the child added, 
" inert thrjiskes drowned too ?" {Sahbalh School viiitant.) 

We add the following fact of a similar charncter, and of recent 
•ccurrence here. A te»clier while commenting on the various 
opinionii of the Levinthao of the Scriptures, s-poke of the natu- 
ral hiilory of the wh^le in snch a minute detail as attracted one 
of the most observant of the cLiss, who curiously inquireii, 
" H'hal do they do with Ike wkittes' ikin?" to this the teach- 
er was unprepai'ed to answer ; the lesson, however, proved 
a useful one to him, as he resolved that every subject proposed 
for the future instruction of his class should be carefnlly studi- 
e.A and reflected on at home, that he might be fully prepared for 
the acuteness of juvenile inquiry. 

;, '■ " THE SOLITARY PLACE MADE OLID," 

A FIOC3 and benevolent individual, formerly a Sunday School 
teacher in New- York, having removed some years since to an 
interior town of the stale of Virginia, hia atteotion wa^ at- 
tracted by the deplorable poverty and ignorance of a class of 
whites settled among the rough lands, some miles diatant from 
the towD, whither tbey sometimes resorted for the sale and bar- 
ter of the few products of their garden patches, wild frnit, roots, 
&c. As soon as practicable, he visited on foot, all the scattered 
inhabitants of this literal and mord wilderness, and witnessed 
scenes of ignorance still -iDore touching to the sympathies of a 
cbrietian heart. Alone and unaided, he established a Sunday 
School, had circulirs printed and distributed, iblloweii them by 
personal applications and entreaties, and ere two months had 
passed, bad the delight to wilne<:s old and young, parents and 
children , Hocking to his log but, to be taught things earthly and 
(Kfide. This school has successfully progressed near three 
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,jmn^ and now cMpmsm sixty icholartw TJbe miperiDtefiideiit, 
who is the sole support of it, cootiniirily visits these families, 
coBTersing, praying and reading with them, Delightfal success 
has followed his pious efforts : the mother of two <rf* his scholars 
has recently died, with all the joyful triumphs and oefasoling 
hopes of the chiistian's fiiith, commending her heloved children 
into the arms of the friends of Jesus, and her spirit to the bosom 
of her Redeemer. • 

Who that reads this unadorned &ct, andls reminded of the 
humble fneans by which 30 beautifnl a change has been effected, 
is not ready to exlaim, '* What hath God wrought ?" " the 
mountains and the hills break fordi into sin^tfg, and the trees of 
the field clap their hands, and the solitary place is glad !*' ^ for 
in the wiidemes waters break out, and streams in the desert." ., 
(Isaiah 35.) Thus is the scripture fulfilled before us ; but while ' 
we reflect on the glorious effe^ct, let us be reiHihded of the hum- 
ble cause ; for never till the appeafilnce of this lowly Sunday 
School missionary had these poor ignorant people cause to sHj*'^ 
** How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of those who 
bring the glad tidings of salvation." 



INTELLIGENCE. ''^^^" 




We are gratified to notice the good fj^its of the American Sun 
day School Union, We understand that the Teachers of Phila- 
delphia have already been Sitimulated to renewed exertions in 
supporting some of their declining schools ; and they have re« 
cently organised an association of Sunday School Teachers, si- 
milar to the society of New- York, which is well adapted to im- 
prove the conductors, and encourage them under all circtim^ 
stances. They will meet monthly, to report the state of their 
schools, and to deliberate on proposi^d imptovements. We 
have not yet understood that they mlt' discuss Sunday School 
subjects, but hope so excellent a feature will form part of their 
present improved plans. < 

We should be pleased to find that our PhtladelphW bf^tikren 
have arranged tp bold their meetings ontb^ thij^t^ednesdii^sf 
each month, thi^ etenii^ of mieH^^;at'^^e^l^ ^s Ji/^tf 
doubUess affo|pd(iiiiifMd:|^ oanpseHrei: tl. 

multaiieoiisly pdrsuihi; 'the st^me pm^ vpcat)on4 for it is' wetf 
known how much sucli christian sympathies 8treii|^\ak»ek ^Vyx*^ 
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fitwA h i p . md wffi «tt te 'pio9» woi^}lk«« enMw^DS %> 
kB«w that ol&«r hmtJi and oAtr 'ikcartf art( w«lh u» wbil* wc ti- 
bsmr. And it is couoling fircr (• coasider oanelrm h hi¥iag 
*' come to ab- ioDamenible company of angeh, *nA th« genend 
UMgiMy of the cbnivh oCtke fintboro, andtotbeepirilsof ike 
just marie perfect." — The communion of lainis, is one of the 
chrietian's bnppiest theme§. 

Though far distant ive should Qy, 

Always wijjhiDg to be nigb. 

Pious love each heart enfolds, ■ 

Heavenly friendship joins oar soula ; ■•»* 

And in fiincy'i^ pure domnin, •(' 

0& ne meet, and meet again ! 

Tee Female Sitbbalh School Union of New-York, aud Sunday 

School Union Society of Albany, have joined the National Union- 

We trust that such precedents will be speedily followed by every 

timilar uniou, from Georgia to Maioc. The sjiirit of union is the 

I fledge of lucccMs. 

A MATERIAL error w.-is committed in our last number, under 
(be head of " interesting intelligence," which was inadvertently 
3 as coming from " the New- York Teachers' Society ;" it 
Id have been " ihe A'tw-York Rr.ligieas Tracf Society." 

It must be grntifjing lo every chtiatian parent, and every 
friend of youth, that this society contemplates immediately to put 
to press, a aeries of books, of moral and religious instruction, 
ornamented with suitable cuts and cmbelli)^hments j hoping thus 
to give a heavenly direction to the infant mind, enticing them 
to paths of virtue and holiness. We pray that their pious ef- 
forts maybe strengthened by the united exertions of every Aux- 
iliary Tract Society in this and other slale^i ; and that their views 
may be seconded by all those religious socieltea who can he a 
means ofdi.'<tributing their public.itions. 

KEW-YORK SUNDAY SCHOOL UNrON SOCIKIT. 

General ^uaeialion of TeaBkcr!.~~\ Meeting of Ibe Association ofTeRcli- 
crswlll be.hdil uu Wciliieidi.y Cvtnli);;, Ihe Igil) uf August, a1 Hii[r-pa<i 
Seven D'clovk, iii the Schoul Kooui under Cbe Luthemii Oiarch in Walker- 
Street. — TlielulIowiniQucglign will be prapuaci) (or discuss iuii : 
" Whnl il the btM plan for mainlBiuIng order in a claia." 
Tlie Supsriuleadenti uid Taacberl are re quelled lobe punoliial in their 
aUeadsBce. A.H. HALSEY, Secrtfary- 

Cr 5m PMuIter^i A'olice an Oir Cover. 
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OXBATX8 OF THE AfltOClATIVN Of SUNDAY ICHOOt TSA0HBB8. 

[From the Religions Chronicle.] 
<^ Qjo^tion.— -What is the best method for conducting a clasn 




in a Sunday School.'* 
[Continoed from page 274.] 

^ Another Superintendent remarked, " that the question had been so ;^h 
fairly displayed in its yarious bearings, and so much in accordanoe^ -^ ^^- 
lus own views, that he felt he had little to adrance on the subject., 
must, however, say that he had stronger views of the Teacheili 
thority , and of corporal punishment, than the opener of the debate. H# 
thought that under the head of discipline the teacher had been es« 
timated on too low a scale ; a teacher, he thought, should be allowed 
to he firm in all his orders, and prompt and decisive in seeing them 
executed. Strict and implicit obedience should be required to every 
eonmiand ; whatever he said should be done ; but the teacher should 
be cautious not to go beyond what he knows they can or wilido. Up 
did not advocate stern or severe measures : he knew some teachers 
were very litigious with their scholars, fretting and finding fault with 
almost every thing, and of course what they condemned at one time, 
they would pass unnoticed at another : this destroyed their own 
government, and brought confusion into the school. Such conduct in 
teachers was neglecting their trust, and he would remind them that to ^. 
a Sunday School the celebrated watehwotd of a British Admiral was "^-'^ 
closely applicable — " Every man was expected to do kii'duty.^ — Let 
this be the practice of the teacher, and the scholar will imitate it. Ex- 
ample, as has already been remarked, has the greatest influence : he 
■aid he had always advocated corporal punishment ; he had seen much 
good result from it. Some c^iildren were of such a disposition tbat the 
neglect of severe punishment was injarious : he relied on the soriptu- 
1^1 maxim, ^' spare the rod and you spoil the child.^ He would quote 
an uncommon instance. A very refractory boy was publicly admonish* 
•d and chastised severely beforethe school ; and at the same timerepimry 
ed and counselled by the teachers, s^ral of them, in turn, prating 
for him : he was then dismissed the school, but in three weeks he r^ 
turned humble and p^nitlnt ; was again admiUfid^ asd \Mou&ia ^^yni^^^ 

Vol.!. 81 , "^^^ 
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formed boy. With the exception of what he had now stated, he agreel 
in opinion with the member that had preceded him. 

A teacher, in reply to the foregoing sentiments, thus advocated t 
plan somewhat differing from the features of the preceding : — 

Jdr, Chmrman^ — Permit me, sir, to call your attention for a few mo- 
ments to the character of those who form these classes, and to the op- 
portunities and facilities we have of teaching them ; we may thus more 
readily decide upon such measures as are best adapted to maintain 
good order and elicit improvement. 

It is well known that a great number of our children attend free 
schools during the week, and in these schools order is maintained by 
the most severe and rigourous discipline ; and improvement is the con- 
sequence of a mechanical habit, rather than the effect of any intellec- 
tual exertion. The design of the Lancasterian system is to keep the 
hands, as well as the minds of the scholars continually employed ; and 
the employment is ever varying^ yet subject to the utmost regtUariif* 
The littlo that is there taught is subdivided as minutely as possible ; the 
classes and their divisions are numerous, and the scholars being pro- 
moted from one class to another almost every month, are pleased with 
the change, and interested by its novelty. That desire of change, and 
that pleasure arising from novelty, act as a powerful stimulant to ex« 
ertion. 

The method of instruction is to teach by sensible objects. The nile 
they observe is never to permit a scholar to advance one division with- 
out being completely master of all the preceding studies. Such plans 
for order and improvement have a great influence upon their conduct 
in S. Schools. And what has hitherto remained unnoticed, is that this 
effect is entirely different from what we are led to expect. It is sup- 
ed that children, who are subject to the strict and severe govem- 
"IK^ an absolute master for five days, would become habituated, 
-would introduce into our S. Schools, both their order and subordi- 
nation. But their obedience had been the effect of fear ; and as chil- 
dren who have been ruled more hyfear than love of their parents, when 
left to themselves, hurry into every species of dissipation, so children, 
whom the fear of punishment could alone keep in subjection, are most 
likely to commit every species of disorder, the moment they are freed 
from restraint. To this cause I attribute our want of success in oblain- 
ing order, and promoting the improvement of the children under our 
care. 

Since I have been attached to the S. School, I have visited the free 
school, in which the greatest part of our Sunday Scholars spend their 
week days. I never have observed any difference of behaviour there 
between those boys who give us the iniist trouble in S. S., and those 
whom iff considered our brightest ornaments. 

The boys are not more than two Sundays in the School before they 
Experience that the order to which they had been accustomed, is 
changed to disorder, regularity to confusion, Silence to noise, and im- 
plicit obedience to open rebelhon. 

They also find a great difference in their lessons ; instead of having 
them hung up round the room, or dictated to them by a class mate, to 
find that the very teachers do not maintain the vigilance and discipline 
that their junior monitors do in their week day school, creates an indif- 
ference, that proves fatal to their improvement. 

I know of no method so likely to promote our cause as one that would 
introduce some system like that of the free school. The time allotted t© 
us iar iostructioa is compara.U.YeV7 &b.otl, aM yt^ OloulUI attempt but 
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Wiley and endeavour to do that little toe// / our prog^e88*mu8t be slofi^ 
and we can make that progress certain. The same rule that directs 
their steps to advancement in their studies serves to guide them to im- 
provement of behaviour. 

Many schools have no doubt framed a set of rules, attempted to es- 
tablish a system of discipline, but want of experience, and want of per- 
severance has caused their little snccess. Experience is necessary to 
know what rules should be made ; and perseverance is requisite to en- 
force them. When I entered college, a copy of the laws was given to 
me ; the second law was, '* JVb student is allowed to wear his luit within 
the walls of the college.^ And I do not remember to have seen a student 
with his hat off" ! This law could not be complied with ; and want of 
experience gave rise to a law that would scarcely ever be followed. 
"There were thirty laws^ and like some of our corporation laws, they 
were never enforced. These remarks apply to the Sunday School 
rules. They are made, committed to memory^ and there the matter ends. 
They take no trouble to enforce them, and they are committed to me- 
mory t9 he forgotten. The rules for the order of a School should be 
similar in every class. To gain suflBcient influence over a class, so as 
to obtain a strict observance of any set of rules, we must possess an even 
temper, a good knowledge of character, and more than an ordinary 
stock of paiience. We must commence with some rule they already 
observe, or that can be easily enforced, and proceed to others more dif- 
ficult. When a scholar has forgotten a rule you have told him some 
twenty OT thirty times^ you will find thdit jxUience is necessary to tell him 
yet another time ; and when he repeatedly commits the safne lault, you 
will need a good temper to bear with it ; but above all, a knowledge 
of character will be of most utility in overcoming and changing a child's 
evil disposition* {To be continued,) ^*^* 




THOtrOHTS ox THE EFFICACY OP SUNDAY flCHDOLS. 

Effect of Sunday Schools in Correcting the Religious Prejudices 

<^the Jlge, 

I will have mercy and not sacrifice, saitb the Redeemer ; and 
many of the followers of the meek sufferer for mankind have for 
■ages endeavoured to spread his peaceful doctrines, with swords 
reeking with the blood of thousands. With the glad tidings of 
salvation on their tongues, and death and torture in theig: bands, 
•have they erected an altar to him who said, ^' Thou shalt love 
thy neighbour as thyself." The shrieks for mercy of the number* 
less victims, and their dying groans, have ascended to the mercy 
jseat of Heaven pand mercy wept to find her peaceful doctrines 
so shamefully profaoedL 

Enthusiasm kiodled the fire, fanaticism fanned it to a blaze ; 
ignorance, superstition, bigotry and persecution^ spread the 
destructive, desolating flakes far jnd wideu! The thoqy»Nis 
who have writhed m agony, under th^ eiLctVLcia^ivTi^kVftt^^^^ ^ 






4at tlmght»mAfmif0tfofSm^!St^*»t; 

ihe inquuitioD, tluMNi wlfna blood delaged the r^leji of La V«i> 
Ait, 1^1 hoDdredatklt' Buffered atthettaken England, tU 
Seotdih kealher, died with the blood of the covenanter*, nnd if 
^l ^if wMtmi world the qaiet quakera, driven fraoi their peace- 
fill tdioto, by those who had scarcely concluded their prayer) 
Sor A*Ar escape from the persecution of others, prove that U 
tect nor couDlrj, since the estahliahment of chriatianity, hart 
been exempt from the merciless sconi^e of religious peraeMr 
tion. We cannot attribute it to ignorauce alune : the wise, tbe 
teamed have been its promoters. It could not be tupentititM : 
it has raged in the most mlightentd i^. Ad infidel would aat 
■ay it wai owing to the religion they professed. Search ths 
Scriptnrei, read the precepts of the Saviour. " If a m^ umit 
thee OD one cheek, tarn to him the other :" but 1 say unto thH 
"forgive thy enemy, love them that despitefally oee yoa.* 
Do these precept* sound like persecution ? 

However difficult to trace the source of it, yet the dark clon^ 
of calamity that have hong over the christian world for ages 
past, have cast a shade apon that fair encomium once so justly . 
, ^ue, "see how these christians love each other." But the 
: golden age of Christianity has recommenced ; once again Me- 
■iah's peaceful reign pervades the hearts of his people, and 
breathes a spirit of forgiveuess and humility among tbe sons of 
men. We may hail the advancement of an happier day, when 
all ckriitiant " shall keep the bond of peace in the unity of the 
spirit :" and we cannot but admire the beautiful display of 
divine wisdom that has wrought so happy an effect in correctii^ 
the religious prejudices of christians, and enforcing that necessa- 
ry gospel precept, "love as brethren." This has been by 
diffusing the knowledge of his koli/ word. Bible Societies have 
laid the foundation, and Suttday Schooli have carried on the 
supeistructure ; in these inilitutions children are taught tbe 
bible, and they are tarty in:ttructcd in the simple truths of re- 
Ugion. In their teachers they behold a bsnd of brothers, uni- 
ted in chnttian love and fellowship, though separated by reli- 
gious sect } and these are the exampks presented before 
them md their parents. Prayer meetings, at which more 
tint, one Kct b«nd their knee ; an amdation. o/* Simda§ 
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Shhaol Teachets^ of almost every denoniinationf pursuing 
the same design with the utmost harmony ; an anniver^ 
$aryf in which thousands are concerned, who know eacb 
pther as christians-^wWi the parent bar his door against the visit 
pf a Sabbath School teacher, because he belongs not to thp 
same denomination ? Think you he who has seen the steps of 
bis children arrested in their career of vice, and directed in the 
way of life by the exertions of some Sunday School conductor^ 
wishes to leave them in the care of a more orthodox guardian 7 
Already is the effect of these Sunday Schools upon the conducts 
ors, and upon those who have been there taught, wonderful tp 
behold ; nor hasit been the work of ages : but a few years havp 
passed iway ; the blessings of unity, harmony and love are spread 
fiir and wide ; and what may we not hope for the ages to come ! 
Would we promote the interests of religion — let us support Sunday 
Schools; oneof them will effect more in preventingthe prejudice 
that otherwise will bang over the minds of the rising generations^ 
than a host of those whose efforts will be directed to remove 
that which will be so firmly rooted in their minds. 

1 4'^>'i-.!'* 
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SUNDAy SCHOOL ANNALS. 

THE WHITE BOOK. 

[Continued from page 290.] 

There is a moment when the heart is glad ; that incident*, 
which at any qthertime would have passed unnoticed, become 
sources of delight. With a thoughtless eagerness, a childish 
avidity, do we pursue and seize every object likely to give us a 
moment's pleasure. 

I had attended much earlier than usual, and, instead of going 
into thef chooly it afforded me so much pleasure, to observe the 
different lookaan^dioBSof the children as they approached 
the place of instruction, that 1 stood by the door, enjoying the 
gcene with rapture ; aind the superintendent coming out of the 
School, for a moment came to me, and as I inquired the con* 
4uct or disposition of the boys, who were approaching, his re^ 
faarksgaveme both pleasure aad instructioin ; <' Look^*49idVi^^ 
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" there arc two bMieramg the street ; they five jiist vppM 
ute : thill is their ilUOttK staDding id the door, looking after 
them j »he feela proud enough of them (ftw day. The eld«rt 
is about ten years of age ; he was rewarded last year, and ii 
considered one of the beat boys in the School. See bow he aK 
most dr^igs his little brother along ; there is time enough lo 
walk a mile, yet he has, no doubl, been hurrying his mother - 
this half hour. Look at their dress, how Deut and cleao : the 
most conspicuous part of their dress you will obaerTe, is theii 
shirt collars. Their little, sleek, well-combed heads, just peep- 
ing out of tbem. Their shoes have been well cleaoed — see ho» 
they shine : their pocket handkerchiefs how nicely they arc 
iblded : ihey will, likely, remain so all d:iy. That little gill, 
looking out ol'the window, is their sister ; she belongs to the fe- 
male school : listen lo the brief, yet pleasing history of that 
family ; their fathefsis a labourer, and about fise years ago, be- 
fore his children joined the Sunday School, spent his sabbaths in 
sauntering around the docks, looking at the shipping, or loiter- 
ing about the streets, stopping at this tavern, or that porter house, 
to pass away tkii day, that lay eo heavy on his hands. The dif- 
ficully of supporting his large family was his theme of discourse; 
to those who inquired after his family, the hardness of (he 
times was his excuse. Alrt^ady the multiplied miseries of wo, 
want and wretchcdoess, had made rapid strides into the abode 
of cheerless poverty ; the demon of dissipation knew him at 
his proselyte, his hand was stretched to seize his prey — ^but the 
protecting arm cff Sunday Sdtool Benevolence interposed ; the 
pride of a mother's heart, awakened by the ^-tU-deserved prai- 
Ml besloired on her children at the Sunday School, caused the^nf 
tttlention ever paid toher hitherto neglected children. Gratitude 
for the repeated visits of the conduclors of ihe Sunday School, 
and for the diiinterattd favours shown to hia family, gain^ t 
father's atteadanee at the church ; gradually^as he drawn from 
his dissipated destructive course of life ; and if you would ask 
DOW who are bis acquaintance, you will be answered, the pastor 
•f the church, the elders of the congregation, Ihe superintendeDt, 
and teachers of the Sundiiy School. Would you know where 
his s^batbtare spent t—Voti^ \ii «,\ v^\% cbntctv during divin' 
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worship ; a husband, a wife, three childreb, dud an aged pareoty 
attentively listening to the doctrines of salvation^ will give a 
conclusive answer. Would you inquire after his family, not- 
withstanding the difficulty of supporting a family thes^^kard 
times : children decently clad, a father conducting himse?!^ with 
propriety, a mother attending to the concerns of her honsC"* 
hold entitle them to respect from those who five years since, 
thought it a disgrace to acknowledge their acquaintance. 
Do you see that lad approaching with hasty steps the place 
of instruction : observe how well he is dressed — his actions ac- 
cord with it. He has reason to be thankful to ^ the giver of 
every good and perfect gift,' for conducting him to the Sunday 
School. This is the fourth year he has been connected 
with our School ; and an honour he has been to it. The 
youth ypu see turning the corner, though he has no shoes to his 
feet, and his clothes are of many colours, yet he is likely to be 
the reformer of a large family. That little boy is his brother, 
and is a very active and intelligent child. 

" This family have, like many others in this part of the city, in 
the same circumstances, much to contend with. The father 
works hard, but he also drinks hard ; and if you were to pay him a 
visit this afternoon, you would find him as I have found him, and 
many other unnatural parents, more than once on a Sunday, in- 
sensible with drunkenness ; neither washed, shaved, nor dressed. 
The mother 'has a large family to take care of, and besides keep- 
ing a cow and raising hogs, takes in washing, in order to sup- 
port them ; so many necessary employments take away her atten- 
tion from the children. They all attend the free school, and the 
two boys have received much benefit from the instruction they 
have there received. When 1 first paid them a visit, I despaired 
of success, for the father said the mother had so much to do on 
Sunfays she could not attend to them ; and ibr his part, he 
thought the childiESOti got learning enough at the free school 
during the week. Perseverance ha« done much here ; the boys 
have belonged to the school about two years ; I have visited the 
family regularly ; the teachers of their classes have also paid them 
many visits ; the boys .have been rewarded ; by their i|idustr/ 
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they have earned eocBlPthem a bible, and a Dumber of small 
-tracts. The motht^r E^ios to 6nd tinie to dress them oa Sun- 
> daya ; and the tather, if he ia drunk ou Sondiiys, or any day, 
<tth«n the Tixiter c.ilU to see the family, sneaks away uDtil he if 
That is a gooil symptom : if you cause them to kt\ 
nbsnned of iheir conduct, you may indulge the hope that m> 
•ptnlance is at hind. 

" The well-deserved praises the boys have received from tlie 
Tisiters and from tbeir teachen, have been repeated at home ) 
it has excited the pride of the purents as much on account of the 
atteation paid to their children, as it has caused shame for tbeir 
own neglect ; and the children richly deserve the reward tbe; 
will (hia day receive." The Bounding of the church bells nsff 
'ifcmioded as that the hour of school had arrived. 
A (To ht confinuei.) 



OBIGINAL COMJf^JJNICATIONS. 

[For the S. School Teachers' Magazine.] 

hecbuaut frecautiors in RKCEirrNC Sunday scHOLARa. 

ThK' irregular attendance, and the loas of many of ouracbo- 

Itn, or%tn!ite in the carelessness evinced by Ihoae who admit 

•■tteininto the schools. The rmpresaions a child receives on the 

jirtt day of his attendance at 'a Sunday School, wiil have much 

influence on his subsequent conduct. The respect we pay to 

people in the world, is generally proportioned to the respect 

we receive from them. This, if true, is equoHy applicable to 

children. The attention tliey will pay to the duties of a Sunday 

School, will be in proportion to the attention paid to them b^llb 

•onductors.' If but little no[ice*be taken of them the first vfflK 

-, their attendance, and they be allowed to ait in any part tt^e 

tehool, in any etas?, and be at liberty to go and come the first 

Mndsy or two as they please, you will never obti^n iBAqcli com- 

■tai^d over tbem afterward*. In the mq&ooI to wliincb 1 b^ng, 

•ur Vety regular attend4iJ{|^'''Bnd our Itaving retained all our^ 

ftiiolars for thelut tvio ^ean, u (t«'vn^<vl!m»\is^ otber gooH 
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practices) to the manner we have admitted them. Formerly 
when a boy came into the school, he nt down wherever hd 
pleased ; sometimes finding some ofhnt^^pqrmates intheacfaaoly 
be would have a long conversation with him, to the confQiioD of 
a whole class. Perhaps he would remain there a Sondajbelbrtf 
any notice was tak^n of him ; and then some one of the liAielittri 
would tell the superintendent there^s a new scholar in tile school, 
4ttb would send the secretary to put down the boy's astte, «iidl 
see what class he was in ; then the secretary would ceme tip to. 
the boy, abd the following conversation generally took place : 

« What is your name ?" *« John ." " Where do you live V^ 

w In '. street." •* You are in this class, are you not ?" " I 

don't know sir.'' The teacher of the class would then take his 
share of the interrogations. ** Drd you sit here last Sunday ?" 
•* Yes, sir ?" Then he belongs to my class. " Can you' read ?'* 
** Yes, sir." " There," said the teacher, throianng him a boofe-^ 
In this way was a boy received into our Sunday School. 

The parents of this child would scarcely ever be visited, un- 
less he absented himself; and this boy would come to school 
when he pleased, and go away when he pleased : the school had 
paid little or no attention to him ; and he in turn would pay little or 
no attention to its duties. We now receive them in quite a dif* 
ferent manner. Last Sunday, a boy attended tly^J^st time. 
When the superintendent went round the schooT^vpl ft is his 
ctistom, to call the roll, the teacher of the class in wUdi' the boy 
had seated himself, pointed him out to the 8uperintfii|ijmt» <rilo, 
taking the boy by the hand, led him to a seat by the stffiarinten* 
dent's desk, and told him to sit there and look at the s&ool, 
and when it was dbmissed, he would come and talk to him about 
joining the school. After the exercises were over, and the 
scholars hadieft the school, the superintendent remained, and 
the following is as much as I can recollect of the conversation or 
tt||Uogue between him and the new scholar : <^ Do you wish to 
^^Kne to our Sunday School V* * Yes sir." Can you come every 
winday.f* " I don't know sir." " Have you any thing to do on 
' Sund|ig|^' << No, sir; only sometimes ; we don't get breakfast 
earlytotfagh oa Sunday morning.'* ** Do you go to school in 
wHMie wsiek f ' ** Tei^ sir, I firltr fh« free schod ^ so doet nqr 
Vol. I. . H^ 
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brothar John ?" " Have yon any more brotiiers besidei John V 
" Yes, fiir, two mor<e, nd the; go to a madam's school next door ; 
tbey are not big tao^fit yet to go to free school, it ii so far." 

"Where do you live"?" "In street" "What is your 

name?" "James——, sir." "Well James, would you not 
like to get a bible ?" " Yes, sir, my mother waota a bible." 
" Well James, you mast study your boob, and come regularly 
toechool.aud^oumll soon get one. Come again James, and 1 will 
give you a seat in a class this afternoon ; and then I will call on 
your [jurents next weeL, and after that, perhaps, we will let 
yon join our school; — ^yon can go now." The boy went, and ds 
doubt related all that had been said to biro ; and should he joi> 
the school, there is certainly more hopes of him than of tka, 
other, lontygirotbis, Mr. Editor, for your consideration; audi 
if you think it worth the attention of Sunday School Teachev^ 
you may insert it. Y. ., 



[For Iha S. 3. T. M 

(No. I.) 

AH iitquiRT INTO Tue SUBJECT OF chalher's '* crvic ecoro- 

KV," A3 APFLIED TO THE ■StSTIHC STATE OF SOCtETV IN THE 
TTNITEO STATES OF AHRRICA. 

The excellent papers of Dr. Chalmers on the system of 
"Localities* in large towns or cities," as a menus of ameliorating 
the condition of the poor, are replete both with good sense and 
feeling, and the practical use that has been made of (hem at 
home ; and the many efforts to render them subservient to the 
benign purposes of benevolence od this side the Atlantic, speak 
an encomium in their behalf, highly recommending the system 
tbey advance to the obserralion and experience ofthe wise and 
good ; and to attempt to throw any obstacle in the way of the 
progress of the sappO!<ed usefulness of a plan so well defini 
and so highly approved, might he deemed as invidious, as 
as an ineffectual effort. Tet it may be remarked, that the 
mated zeal ofthe christian philanthropist too often urges him, 
with an indiscreet avidity to embrace such plans of benevolence 
• The (em tocslitiM m used by Dr. Chaloten, tmpli 
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•I present the specious promises of doiog an abundance of good ; 
(A Ihe same time neglecting the bomelj' masim of " alow and 
•tiire." It is true thai the bold and philanthropic experiments 
thfit have been made here and elsewhere to oppose the current 
of inddelitjr and irreligioo, and for the suppression of pBuperiam, 
are to be applauded ; and it would be delightful, iiideerl, to be- 
bold a consequent measure of success, proportioned to the de- 
'»ffire to do good, that has prompied tosuch disiuterested efforts in 
behaJfofsufferingbumuuitj. Suchexperinients, howerer, as ha?e 
been here made, have and will continue to provR, that Dr. Chal- 
mers' ciiie and christian economj of large towns, cannot be buc- 
ceasfiilly adapted to the peculiar circnmHtaDces of American so- 
ciety without some material modification. In the course of these 
essays, I shall eddeavoar ts point bat such measures aa offer the 
best promise ofgivingsucceas to the O'perationof such a system 
among ui. Much reflection on, and a partial esperiment of these 
excellent plans, will enable me to rendec^ome little justice to 
■o difficnha topic, and npon vrhich mucb has been well said. 
But after all. the best answer to inquiri^^ on such inqrartant ' 
•nbjecle is experimental knowledge and practical results. 

Since the first appearance of Dm. Chalmers' sensible remarks, 
the friends of the po»r in onr city have afforded an abandance 
of information aqd facta growing out of their faithful and perse- 
vering exertions in introducing hla system. Authentic details of 
these are to be found in the Christian Herald, and Tracts, No. I 
iind 2, published by the asaociation of Sunday School "PiitmnB. 

By the little success that has attended the application m tbe 
plan here, it would seem that tM only sncceasful experiments 
have been those made in conjunction with Sunday School com- 
mittees ; and there is good reason to believe that little can be 
tfftetwiU'if done except In that nay, and on no ether plan may 
success be so well hoped for. Several of our benevolent societies 

»haTe in turn emulated the admirable example of ilicir more 
■SQCcessful corapetilors in the city of Glasgow, in such essays to 
do good, though forgetting the widely differing ch^iractenatics of 
the population they would lhu~ controul. iitore tbio once our 
vast metropolis has been apportioned to select commiltnes for 
'these ends, embracing even those distant points that liiy fur be- 
« yond the compact and populous sections of the city, the only pro- 
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per fivid for wach exertioot i and tbin h3S been dooe without ■ 
jodicioos selection of viaiters of a suiuble oHer imd character; 
bat the plan was pabliclj anDouDced, ;md itie cm/i^ne were in- 
Tited to cbooBC sacb diitricts ae were [lersonall) cunvenienl to 
them, or to eoter on snch as had not preTiousl}> beeo occupied. 
Aoexperineoton so broad and general a acale, m bad been predic- 
ted never wot tarried into effect, tt is true, a few of the commit- 
tees made some traQsient efforts, but with only [iiirtial succesk 
Aaimilarplanwaa organized by the" Socii^tyfortlieSiippresMoi 
of Pauperism ;" and theircommittee^ composed of res t>ectable, 
intelligeat and benevolent individuHls, were msilriicEed to e>> 
plore the whole field wltbiD their limits. The prer.i«e subjecli 
of their inquirj were directed to be, (be populution of the ia- 
nilies, the ages of iodividuats, their need of vaccioHtion, their 
condition and circumstances, the nant of bibles nnd tmcli 
anongthem, ai>d their ability to support institutions established 
fer such purposes. 

Only two of the epportioned districts were visited, or tho- 
joogbly examined, and doubtless ow mg to the form in » hicb Ihe 
committee presented itself, the fruits of such expenmeoti 
were not sufficient to invite a second attempt ; and thus -the fail- 
ure of these tffo extensive schenie!> to do good by practising oa 
Dr. Chalmers' " System of Localities in largp Towns," seenu 
to present a silent testimony that every design of good, for the 
blessing ofthe human family.ehould helikethe "grain of mustard 
seed, growing up to afford shelter to the birds oC the air ;" or a 
the "leaven that was hid in three measures of wheat, till the 
whole was leavened," S. 



[For the Am. S. S T. Magaiine.] ' 

FEMALE EDUCATION. 

It is no less extraordinary than it is a striking proof of the 
weakness and imperfection of human reason, that so long as the 
edocationofthemindhasbepnasubjectofanxious inquiry, then 
^aU yet exist so many different modes of instruction ,as die 
pnKuterapirMeiits i and that there s^9iil4 not y«t be uufirideii 



ts the world some uniform and effectual syBtein for advancing 
the mind of man with success through all the paths of literature 
Vid»cience, as .well as to train and roDtniul those varyipg paa- 
•ions, the subordination uf which is to be a source of conteftt- 
nieot to himself, and of pruise to his benificent Creator. The 
fubject is one of loo great iinporlance to the vast interests of 
tbehaman family not to hiivp engnged in turn the pens of phi- 
^sophere, Btatesmen, divines and civJIians ; and according t* 
the force of their several argiimeiits, some favourite theory bat 
prevailed to the preclusion of some matter-of-fact plan, fonnded 
m daily experience, that has first thrown its glimmering royi 
from the BoliUry viUage scbool, or the closet of-priVate and pa- 
rental iaitructioa : and if the world was^ more prone to listen 
to the sober excerptions of common sense, tkin to the splendid 
fiieoriea of sobolastic recluses, the adviiotnge would long 
age have heen on tbe side of a virtuous and enlightened popu- 
lation. I have been led into these reflectioDS by a considera- 
tipQ of the great difficulties attending female education in one 
jtliblic ickooU ; and awakened to an inquiry on the subj^t }>J 
the adecling appeal of a female teacher, under the signature of 
Mary, in one of your early number?, and it has equally excited 
my surprise and regret tlwt considering its importance, it has re- 
mained so long unnoticed, The object of my present remarks 
is rather to revive this interesting sul>JGct th^n parlicularly to 
discuss it, hoping that it will ere long tind some able advocate 
among the ranks of Sunday School Teachers. ! will therefore 
only remark by the way, that such is the depravity of the heart, 
it soon discovers its enmity to those reid sources of its own hap- 
. piness, the Ughts of knowledge and religion ; and is only 
to be won to the participation of them by rewards, and on 
the other hand to be restrained from evil hy the terrors of pv- 
nisbment. Since then a system of rewards and punishments 
aeems necessary for such unhappy existing circumstances ; it 
• K important to notice, that as it regards the discipline of 
female education, they should be so administered as neither 
to give an ascendancy to natural pride, nor altogether to depress 
emulation. The one would destroy that delicacy of mind 
which it is the true interests of education to cultivate, and in 
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nhichliea all female etcellence and grealoesi, wbite the oAar 
WDiiMfosterthatfpirttof jealoas; and envy, which, bke the Uh 
ennionfl of the Goths and Vaodali, would noon desolate themoit 
polished and cultivated fields of litecature and science. L«t 
the rewards of female scbelara be bestowed without partiaiHg 
•r display, and their paniahment be administered with privaeif, 
«uefcM)i axtApatitnet. Wiluah, 



THE DUTY OP COMHITTIITQ OUR COHCGRNS TO OOD WITH FaATEE. 

How cheering to the heart, " bowed down and disquieted," 
are the comfortable promises of the gospel ; and a feithful 1re- 
liance upon these will ever prore as much the Chrietiiui's joy, 
as it is fais duty ; for solemn, fervent, effectual prayer ia the sm 
cred obtigatioD and engaging practice of erery true disciple otiit- 
ansCbrist Asweread the divine record of the Redeemer'awor^ 
_- " your Father in Heavenknoweth yon have need ; faith sbooU 
guide us," to " ask that we may receive ;" and a pious eameit- 
oess of soul should prompt us " to acknowledge God in all our 
ways," as well as to seek him in our seasons of calamity and sor- 
row. A just dependence on Divine Providence, is too little the 
characteristic of the Christian's vnbelieving heart. He calh 
Hitn the God of his salvation ; yet when does he commit the 
varying concerns of his life into his handi^ of power and mercy \ 
How often does he neglect in the midstof prosperity to hang hii 
cares on the arm that has hitherto helped him ; and when does 
he take up the faithful theme of David, and piouslysay, " IwiU 
cast my burdens on the Lord, for He careik forme ;" and "my 
soul wait thou only vpon God : for mj expectation is from M'tn," 
" hut the Lord haa not left himself without a witness ;" and by 
the pious example of his servants, recorded for our edificatioB 
in the Holy Scriptures, Christians are called to dedicate them- 
selves to the Father of mercies, and to commit all their concerns 
■with prayer into his hands, and his alone. With these short and 
suitable reflections, we intend to offer to the readers of this ma- 
gazine, a pleasing and affecting insUnce of the Christian practice 
ui^ed l)j the above remarks. It ia only with emotioDB of de- 
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light and reyerence, that we give the following ferrent lines, in. 
which (as we trust) by faith and love, this work of usefulness, 
devoted to the interests of Zion, and the cause of Christ, was. 
committed into the only hands that could prosper it to that glo- 
rious end With pleasing satisfaction, we have culled them from 
the methodically arranged papers of our regretted friend* T.J. 
and following the precedence of the inspired writers, we would 
record for the instruction and encouragement of ** the house- 
hold of the faithful,'^ so exemplary an instance of fervent and 
faithful prayer. 

7th November, 1823. 

Almighty God, my heavenly Father, Thou great source of all light, 
and knowledge ; from whom every good and perfect gift descends, I 
pray in the name of thy beloved Son Jesus Christ, my Saviour, that 
Thou wilt give thy blessing to the work which I am now about to com* 
mence ; that it may b^ conducted with wisdom and discretion, under 
the influence of thy Holy Spirit ; with entire faith and confidence in 
Thee, and a humble sense ci my great imperfections. May it, (by thy 
Divine Power,) be made benemsial to the rising generation, and useful 
to those Who instruct them. 

To this end I beseech Thee, O God, to irradiate my mind with 
heavenly truth, and fill my heart with love to Thee ; and such a con- 
cern for the eternal interests of my fellow-creatures as thou requirest.^ 
To Thee I dedicate my humble efforts; and to Thee I look for their 
success, through Jesus Christ. •Amen* 



SELECtIO»S. 



ON SCRIPTURE LESS0NS« 
[From the London S. S. T. Magazine.] 

It is not half a century since the Christian was called upon to 
engage himself to the cause of the Lord, in the instruction of the 
rising generation in the principles and practice of our most holy 
religion on the Christian Sabbath. Since the period of the ori^ 
ginal formation of Sunday Schools, they have through every suc- 
ceeding year extended their widening way, and multiplied, not 
only. Intrust, their numbers, but their usefhlness and their zeal« 
in a ratio which will not, we hope, diminish, but increase, until 
there shall not want room or opportunity for instruction f<^r one 
ofthe sons and daughters of Adam over every part of the globe. 
As their importance is admitted, and their magnitude in some 
measure establi^shed, of how much weight has it become^ihat 
every possible means should be used to turn these oar opporta- 
nities, with which we are so highly favoured, to the best advaii- 
tage. Here a question seems naturally enough to arise» iodiytt 
inquire, what means within our power are mo^ calculated A 
promote the great eiid which all Sunday School Tea^hen h«ve» 
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Ar ought to have io view — the ilifiusion of the knoirledge of (he 
HolyScripiurt^? With h aesire, which, I trust, is single to ihe 
glory of God, 1 would beg to recommepd to the notice of oaj 
fellot* Ubourcre the pbn, d» sketched in the Table belnn. The 
inlerro^tive Bytoni, ns h^s been before hialcd, will not, I 
think, lose weight by c:ireful .scrutiny ; hut, on tJie other hnud, 
will be ibund to incre.iseil^ cliiimti am! strengthen its demHodi 
upon the great m^ijorily of our unnoii' fellow laboorei^ in Ibe 
vioeynrd of oor Lord. It is not, inile<-(!. •=ufGcient to learn to 
re^d Ihe scrlpturea ; n:iy, 1 tim prepared to m^intiiin, it is nbC 
duflicieot eveo to commit Ihein verbntim to memory, for all Vhii 
may be done at veiy n>uch expense of Jribour Hnd iipplicattoD; 
and, strange as it may seem to tho»e who have not witnessed the 
fact, without apifarent or ascert.iiniible advantage. 1 have often 
wilnesacd with pain, when portions of scripture have been com- 
milted correctly to memory, Ihiit on asking the meatung of tliil 
or that, 1 have looked and waited in vain for a reply. Under- 
standest thou what thou rendest ? how shall we know except ire 
are taught. But read and question, and the veil is turned asidCi 
darkness is chased away, mid the Spirit's meaning shining upon 
the hidden treasure thus digged up, the mine is enpo^ed iu all 
its beauty, and teacher and taught find it good to eearcb the 
Scriptures. That the subject may be fiivoured with all tbat 
consideration which its importance demands, and crowned with 
that success which its merits are calculated to ufford. is the 
prayer of , W. B. 

I would recommend that a Table, something similar to the 
following plan, shuuld be annually printed, with a question hook 
for the teacher, with references for the subjects given to prove. 
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M«r. 70f(heiiiimesof God 

14 Thai God tivei for ever. . . 
21 That Coil can do all Magi. . 
28TbatGod is every wlippe. . , 
Apr. 4 Thai God knows all Thiiigj. . 
'2 That Ood ia onr Creator. . . 

9 That God is bnly 

ifiTlialGodisjiisI 

May SThatGadUgaodanttmercirul 
9 Tbut God is true and foitliful. 
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VARIETY- 



To instruct, and at the same time afford amusement ; to 
please without wearying the mind, to lead to meditation, to in* 
vite to reflect, has ever heen the aim of those who have at- 
tempted didactic writing. In occasionallj ofTering to our read- 
ers, under the head of << Variety,'*^ a number of short, detach- 
ed sentences, original and selected, (keeping the education of 
children always in view) we hope that some of them may be* 
come subjects of serious consideration, and may lead to benefi- 
cial practical results. 



[From the Poit Folio of a S. School Teacher.] 

THOUGHTS ORIGINAL AND SELECTED. 

^* The principal part of education is to insinuate into the 
young and tender mind the love of God and Virtue ; and as we 
Itarn best from those we love mosty the first step to be taken Is 
to make ourselves beloved. 

The deprivation of an object increases the ardour to obtain it : 
this principle may be directed to usefulness in the early educa 
tion of children. Never allow one object, however useful or plea* 
sing to them, long to occupy their attention. Let them some- 
(imes abruptly leave qff'y when they have an inclination to proceed. 

The aim of parents should be to practice truth and virtue, 
that their children may admire and follow their examples. 

It is of great importance to set children good examples in tri- 
vial affairs^ for children in general act by imitation^ therefore 
as far as can be, they should sec nothing but what they may imi- 
tate. 

The mind of a child is a mirror, reflecting the daily scenes 
of the world ; how important and necessary then that objects of 
virtue and truth be continually before it. 

Juvenal says, *' the greatest reference is due to children. % 
I would add, they are the nicest observers in the world, and 
they will closely imitate their superiors. Those who teach 
others should firat .learn to subdue themselves. 

Children will be insincere if not permitted to speak theic 
minds /ree/y. ^ ' 

Vol. I. 3^ 
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The more 70a can teacb by eonvtrzaiion^ instead of b«okf, 
the better, as it generally makes a deeper impression. 

Let your rules for children he few ; for if you burden them 
with many rules, one of these two things will necessarily foU 
low : you must either punish them often^ which will make cor- 
rection too familiar, and consequently useless ; or you must let 
the transgression of some of them go unpunished^ whereby they 
will, of course, grow contemptible ^ and your authority become 
cheap. Make but few laws, and you can the better enforce them. 
When one is established by practice^ you can add another. 

It is impossible to gain the confidence of children without con- 
ciliating their esteem and affection* 

Nothing that children have to do should be imposed as a twk. 
Should they be ordered to practice any amusement at a certain 
time^. every day, they would soon get tired of it. 

The thoughts of a child resemble a lighted candle when ex- 
posed to the wind — no sooner do they ask a question, than their 
thoughts and their eyes are wandering elsewhere : if your re- 
marks are to profit them, they must be short and sprightly. 
Children must be answered briefly and immediately. 

Whatever may be the opin ion of different observers, on the effect 
of emulation, in enlarging the intellectual powers, there can be 
but one opinion as to the general result of its operations on the dis- 
positions of the heart — for it stimulates and encourages some 
of the darkest passions of the human mind, and subverts those 
motives, and undermines those sentiments of affection, which it 
is one main purpose of Christianity to enforce. 

Instruct mothers to teach their children ; early instructions arc 
SECOND NATURE ; or rather, education is the correction of fallen 
nature. 

The Christian should ever look on the affairs of the poor as 
his own personal affairs — to express it emphatically, «' the poor 
should be always with him." 

Plato sajs, " he is a cripple who cultivates his mind alone, 
and suffers the body to languish through sloth and inactivity.'* 
The remark includes much important truth and good sense for 
th^ consideration of Teachers and parents. 
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Many asefal hints may be given to improve the domestic eco« 
Bomy of the families in the course of Sunday School visits, for 
many pernicious habits prevail, preying on the life and health 
of the children of the poor : the necessity and usefulness of this 
is well expressed in the following remarks : — '* Though the im- 
provement of the mind ought to be our constant aim, yet as the 
mind cannot accomplish any thing of worth or importance, with- 
out the aid of the body, assuredly it is incumbent on us to pro- 
mote the health and dexterity of the body, that it may be ca- 
pable of assisting, instead of impeding its operations. 

'* The love of nature is one of the best lessons to young scho- 
lars — to see the grass spring — the plant shoot, and the flower 
blossom, are among the finest objects of contemplation. What 
ingenious youth ever heard the birds sing, the lambs bleat, or the 
noble horse bounding and neighing in the pasture, and warmed 
not with emotions of a superior kind ?" 



A PLEASING REFLECTION FOR RELIGlOtTS INSTRUCTORS.. 

<* As you educate these children, they will educate theirs; and 
SO on till time shall be no more ; and if you thus ^' turn many to 
righteousness ;'* when the great shepherd shall appear, you, 
with other shepherds, will receive a bright and fadeless crown, 
** reserved in heaven," ** for your labour of love,*' — how im- 
portant the charge ; the forming the minds of the next genera- 
tion ; persevere then, and so instruct your pupils that they may 
become a blessing to the world in every station ; and bright an- 
gels to all eternity ! 



[From the Trenton Emporium.] 

A BRIEF ANSWER TO A VERY COMMON EXCUSE FOR NOT 

DOING GOOD. 

^^1^1 had Zcwwrc."— Ah, yes, if you ^ad leisure, what would 
you do ? Why says the man who is engaged in business, *♦ if I 
bad leisure," Td prosecute this charitable object ; I^d aid in such 
and such benevolent plans ; I would do a great deal of good. 
But I am so much engaged, that I have not a spare moment to 
devote to anything but my business : — The man is innocent in his 
declaration ^ he really believes what he says. He does not know« 
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because be never experienced it> that /etture is the mdther of 
indolencey and that if he had plenty of one, he would, ninety-niiif 
^hances of a hundred, have the other in exact proportion. 

People are very apt to be very much mistaken in this affair of 
♦' /ci«ure." There are a v^ry few men that put every hour of 
their time to the best possible use. OAen those who have th« 
least to do, don^t half do that little ; while those who are most 
engaged do every thing thoroughly ! I'll give a plain illastra- 
tion, drawn from every day 'sexperience. If you want any matter, 
whether of profit or charity of what description so ever done — • 
done expeditiously — and well done too— go to— not the man who 
balf his time stands or sits with his hajnds in his pockets, but to 
the very identical person who, being a thorough business 
doing man^ is always at work ; — that's the man for you. 

An idler ^ from habit, regards every thing that requires a little 
labour, study, or confinement, as an ant looks at a mole hill — 
it f^ems a mountain. But an industrious man, from habit, looks 
at the labour with the eye of a man, is not afraid of it; and 
herein lies the secret spring of his ability ; he does not loiter 
or hesitate 4 he acts promptly— spiritedly — immediately. 



SUNDAY SCHOOL FACTS AND ANECDOTES. 

REMGIOUS THOUGHTS OF LITTLE SUNDAY SCHOLARS. 
[Communicated by a Superintendent of one of our 3. Schools.] 

*' Mother," said a girl of ten years old — ** have you faith, 
mother?'' *' My dear child," replied the parent, " that is a 
great thing to say I have faith, '^ " But mother," she continued, 
** I want you to tell me if you ha?e enough faith ?" [Here the 
child wept aloud.] ** For I thought of it last sabbath, when 1 
saw you sew the button on my belt,'^ " O !" said a younger sister, 
joining in the conversation, " if I knew as much as you did sister 
Mary, 1 believe I should not have told that lie I did about the 
thimble." Here the mother quoted a passage from the parable 
of the talents, telling them that they would at last have to ac- 
count for all the knowledge that had been given them ; the words 
not being repeated precisely in the text of the scriptures, the 
children quickly corrected their mother, saying, ** that is not 
right, mother ; this is the way it is in the Bibl^ ;*' " After 
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.A 
la long time the lord of these servantd cometh and reckonetk 

whh them." " Ob, what a wicked servant that was," sakt 
the little girls ; **• and that steward too Was wicked, that did 
net forgive his fellow servant one hundred pence, when his 
lord had pity on him, and forg^ive one hundred talents/* 
•* How 1 pity Mrs. O — ," said the eldest girl, and I often pray 
for her. •* Why in particular for her?" said the mother. 
She replied, '* because she has so many trials." ** So do I pray 
for her too," said the youngest, (seven years old,) "and I 
don*t want any body on earth to hear my prayers,^* 

Sach is the pleasing tenor of the juvenile mind under Bible 
instruction ; and who is not reproved as they are reminded by 
our little Sunday scholairs in their conversation as above related 
of the folldwing gospel precepts : " What doth it profit if a 
man say he hath faith and have not works,^^ James ii. 14. 
" Forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's sake dotb for- 
give you." £phes. iv. 32 " When ihou prayest, enter into thy 
closet and pray to thy Father which is 'm secret J** Matt. vi. 6. 
A practical comment on these scripture texts is found in thejs^ 
xeligious thoughts of our little Sunday scholars. 



MORAL INFLUENCE OF SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 

Two boys, who had formerly been very careless and irregular 
hi their attendance at Sunday School, told their teacher (who 
inquired after their parents,) that they were going in the coun- 
try for some weeks ; " and are you going too," said the teacher T 
" No, sir," replied the lads, ** we must stay to go to Sunday:, 
School,'' 



A LAD, who had been for a long time at a Sunday School, and 
had greatly reformed in his conduct, was engaged at the store 
of an apothecary ; but his parents finding it hindred his at- 
tendance at church and Sunday school, they removed him, say- 
ing, ** we cannot bear to see him lose so much by giving up his 
Sunday school, for the gain of his wages won't pay for all that.'* 



Several Sunday Sdiolars were attendants at ia public gardeti 
during the week^ yet could not be prevailed on to attend ob 
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Sabbath eventng, though threatened to be discharged if they di^ 
not. They were, however, for some time retained, as their de- 
cent appearance and conduct made it desirable to have them. 
Other boys were obtained for the Sabbath evenings, and were 
called the Sunday Boys. This greatly displeased the Sunday 
scholars ; and as they were often urged to break their good rule^ 
they at last turned from the temptation by voluntarily dischaq;- 
ing themselves. 



SoBfE of our lads that are now apprenticed receive the 
strongest commendations from their masters for their steady ha- 
bits and strict behaviour. They cannot be prevailed upon ta 
go from home in the evening, but are usually engaged in read- 
ing, while their companions are idling their time at the door, or 
in the streets. 



We have succeeded, to the surprise of the parents, in refomi- 
ing many of our scholars from lying and swearing, and aUo frotn 
the injurious habits of chewing and smoking tobacco ; and some 
of them will not play with any other companions than the Sun- 
day scholars. It is pleasing to notice the restraint of improper 
conduct, loud and boisterous play, even among the most care- 
less, at the appearance of the teachers. This effect ought to be 
deemed a token of good, as it cannot arise from any principle 
but that of a laudable pride to have their good opinion — a pria- 
ple too, which if once extinct in their breast, would rapidly lead 
them to the basest conduct. In regard to such moral restraint 
as these facts and examples show, we are led to remark to 
teachers — *' despise not the day of small things." 



THE POWER OF FAITH. 

A GIRL of thirteen years old died a few weeks since in our 
neighbourhood, experiencing the most happy temper of mind — 
beautifully illustrating these words of the psalmist : ^* out of the 
mouth of babes thou hast ordained strength ;'* and to the many 
who are disposed to gainsay such excellent displays of divine 
grace, we would answer in the same words of the Redeemer 
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lumielf : " yea, bare ye neTerread, * out ofthe montlu of fraiM 
aad Bucklings tbou hast ptrfeeted praiie.* " 

A few weeks before ber sickoeaa, of her own accord, the 
called OD a pious young woman, asked her to teach her more 
about Ibe Bible, " for 1 am much troubled," taid the child, 
" about my soul." This pioua friend eiplained with simplicity, 
the way of salvation, and directed her to the Saviour of sinners, 
lelliog her to go home and read the Biblt. This she diligently 
did, and was shortly so ill, as to leare no hope of her recovery. 
But she grew in grace and in knowledge daily, and died with the 
most joyful hope!!, and an admirable strength of failh, sayii^, 
*< she viaitted to go, that she might be with her Saviour." Her 
lovt seemed boundless ; and it was usual with her to say, " I 
love everybody that lovei tny iSaTiour; I love them so much, I 
want to put my arms round their neck ; and I want every body 
lo love my Saviour, that they may be glad at I am," She sent 
for two aged persons, who had led profane lives, aod eihorted 
Ihem with great firmness and tenderness, as also several of bev 
little companions. Shortly before ber departifte, she said to > 
pious friend, who oflen visited her, ■' When 1 am dead, tell jA<. 
children to think about religiun ; speak to them from these 
words: ' those that seek me eaW^ shall ^nd me.'" Afewhoun 
before her death, she joined, as she had oiieo before, in singing 
the following favourite verse of the 1 7th Psalm i 

" This world's a dream — an empty show ; 

Bnt the bright world to which 1 go, 

HaBJoyi itAilaniial and sincere— 

When thall I wake and find me there ?" 
Such was the pious love, the heavenly desires of a child, 
young in years, bat not in wisdom, verifying the prophetic truth 
of Isfliab — " The child shall die an hundred years old, but the 
n'nner an hundred years old shall be accursed." At beholding 
so bright an example of the power of faith, what heart can fail 
to say, " let me die the death of the righteous." 

, THE FORCE OF EARLY HABITS. 

Tlll^l^owii^ anecdote waaxelated at a meeting of the Assa- 
y SdioolTeachen, by one of the members, amt, 
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it is a striking example of the utility of Sabbath Schools, aod 
proves the force of habit, and may teach how highly soch halnts 
should be appreciated. 

A missionary to one of the western counties of this state, held 
a meeting on a Sunday evening, in a thinly inhabited country. 
The roads were so bad, that travelling in any other way than on 
foot was impracticable ; the difficulties he had to encounter al- 
most disheartened him ; and he began to fear that he should not 
do any good in so unpromising a country. When be came to the * 
place where the meeting was held, he found a few collected to- 
gether ; some from a distance as far as he had come him* 
self. As soon as he was seated, he was surprised to see 
a boy neatly dressed approaching, and after shaking him afifec* 
tionately by the hand, he asked the missionary if he recollected 
him. Years had passed since they had met, and the image of 
his Sunday scholars, with their names, had been forgotten. Did 

you not, inquired the boy, teach in the Sunday School in *\ 

and do not you remember the boy who was your class monitor t 

My dear James, said the delighted missionary, taking both the 

hands of the boy extended within his own, (and pressing them at 

the circumstances connected with the Sunday School flashed 

across his mind,) my dear boy, bow you have altered in looks — 

how glad I am to meet you here. — how came you to this meeting ? 

I bad heard, said the boy, that a missionary from New-York^ 

was to preach here thid evening ; and I wanted to see if he 

knew any thing about our Sunday School : besides, since I used 

to go to school on Sunday, 1 would much rather attend church. I 

do not know what to do with myself. I was so glad when I 

heard there was to be a meeting in our township once more. 

'iP^ surprise at meeting a Sunday scholar in this wilderness^ 

only equalled the delight he experienced at the consciouMiess, 

that one boy had, by his instrumentality, acquired the habit oi 

attending divine worship when he had an opportunity, •'^'he 

thought that he might farther advance the good work that had 

been founded on so good a basis, added fresh vigour to his de!^- 

ponding feelings, and he entered upon his duties w\|h renowed 

ardour. Such an occurrence as this speaks volumes in favour of 

Sabbath Schools* The child might have attended at first from 
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necesait^ fir conpulsioii ; by dee^ea be had practised nntil it 
became faabitnal ; voi whea tar away from the inflneoce and 
commandB of the Sunday Schotj, he still relaiaed all its habits, 
and thai day walked iaany a rough mile, with the hope of hear- 
ing somethii^ of kie former Sund^ School, and witb a desire to 
be present at a meeting of cbristians of the flame deaomiBation, 
with whom he had five yean before been accuBtmned on San* 
days to aasociate. 

What a facility ifl horded for the distribution of religieiu 
tracts through tbe medium of Sunday Schools. The coaductors 
«f the schools should read over the tracts they distribute among 
tite children, and eadeavour (o adapt tbe tract to the pecaliar 
^poutiens and d^raved habits of the parents and children ; to 
every one they may become a means of reform, and a Ugbt to 
direct their Bt^H from tbe dai^ wayBofdeprevi^, asthefolloW' 
ing extracts tbrcibly illustrate. 

Uitfttltuu ofReligioui Tracit. 

" A pious gentleman travelling in Rhode Island, left tbe tract 
called " The Waraiag Voice," at a house where he had lodged 
one night ; — it was read by a young woman in the family, and 
proved, as she hopes, and ia believed by those who kaow ber, 
the means o{ her conversion to God. She has since united with 
a Christian church." 

" A man and his wife, who were both lamentably indifferent to 
the subject of reli^on, and were removing for the purpose of 
settlement in a distant part of the country, pursuing different 
routes, were so long separated, that tbe lady was Slled with the 
most alarming apprehensions for the safety of her husband. 
While she remained at M ■ — , in deep afHiction, a tract was 
given ber, which, by the Divine blessing, led her to put her 
trust in Christ, the only true source of consolation. Her hus- 
band was at length restored to her, and seeing tbe change in her 
character, was led to acknowledge tbe reality and excellency of 
true religion ; ^nd they are now, in a destitute part of the couu- 
,|ry> .BHOff ^■i' united exertione to promote the spiritual welfkrc ' 
, V thoHLarooad them." 

. Tot-i ^ -40 
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S$4 Impftnements in Sunday Schooh. 

« In the town of M — ;— , where tUe above event occurredy.a 
tract given to a profane and dissolute young man, was the evi* 
dent means ofhis conversion. He lived in healthy a few months ; 
when he was suddenly removed into eternity." 

" A lady in New Hampshire, who has been, for several years, 
a professor of religion, traces her first serious impressions to the 
reading of the tract, entitled, JVb Life Pleasing to God, but that 
which is Useful to Mankind,*^ 

*^ I gave a tract, says a valuable correspondent, to a female 
gervant who was much alarmed in athander storm, and accom- 
panied it with some conversation. It made known to her the 
wrath of God revealed against her, while continuing impenitent, 
and was the means, as there is reason to believe, of. directing 
her to the only refuge from the eternal storm that is comilig on 
the ungodly. She contruues, so far as man can judge, a sincere 
friend of Jesus."— (Tcntft Report of the American Tract Society^ 



IMiPROVEMfiNTS IN StJNDlY SCHOOLS. 

<^ Review of the Sunday School Minute Book, published by the 

London S. S, Union Society, ^^ 

" Every plan that will insure punctuality, and lessen the mechanical 
labour of Sunday School Secretaries, deserves encouragement. We 
deem this a very useful Book : its contents will be best explained by 
the following specimen. The secretary will have to fill up the blanks 
with writing." — {London S, S. Tececher^s Magazine,) 

Note. — There is nothing more necessary in tbe arrange- 
ment of the concerns of education societies, than a correct 
and well-adapted plan for simplifying all the records of tbeir 
transactions — it is an observation of certain and general applica- 
tion in regard to Sunday Schools, that their advancement, im- 
provement and prosperity are in proportion to the carefulness 
and correctness of their class papers, and other temporary or 
permanent records. Point out a school that is advancing with 
success in their benevolent operations : inquire for the records 
of that school, and you will find them — not on loo^ sheets and 
torn scrolls — lOr in the pocket book of a secretary, superin- 
tendent or teacher, but inserted with neatness, order, and cor- 
xectness, in a well bound and permanent volume, the pride of 
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dieir secretary, and an ornament to their school library. Bftt 
•n the contrary, point oat a school -declining in all its circnm-' * 
stances — teachers relinquishing their labours — scholars ab- 
senting themseli^es from their classes, and leaving the school-—* 
noise and confusion among the several^ divisions of tiic^ that re- 
main, and you will find, on inquinng. Chat they either have no 
secretary, or a careless one ; or perhaps the superintendent 
unites that troublesome office to his own, already too burden- 
some.* as for the number on register, ^ot one U^at is connected 
with the school can inform you ; for out of d or 700 that may 
be noted on their books, they know not which of them, nor how 
many are in present attendance, or belong to the school. Ask 
for their yearly average, their records do not discover it: 
even the monthly average is uncertain— no perfect record being 
kept ; indeed, there are some schools that have no records 
at all, save a few penciFd memorandums on the cover of the 
school bible, or in the pocket book of the teacher ; and no pa* 
pera in the school but the class paper of each teacher, which, 
instead of being systematically arranged, and plainly written, is 
too often only pencilled ; and in such a careless and confused 
manner, that after the close of the month the teacher himself is 
not able to explain it ; and the class book, (if they have any) 
■lias neither beginning nor end, buJt every fiilh page is occupied 
with a new list of names, and only to be followed by the same 
series of marks, numbers and scratches incomprehensible to 
any body but the teacher himself. The view we present may 
be deemed ludicrous, but it is pamfully a matter of f kU to the 
injury of some of our Sunday Schools ; and it will be discovered 
by inquiring observers, that our statement is exsLCt ; and our ob- 
ject in making these observations, is to lead the minds of teach- 
ers to consider the necessity of careful and permanent records, 
as connected with the improvement and prosperity of Sunday 
Schools ; and the influence it has in aiding the subordination of 
the classes, and controuling their disorderly habits, as well as 
the pleasing effect it will assuredly have in rendering the con- 
ductors of them active and spirited ; stimulating them with % 
laudable emulation to excel in their p^leasing and useful i^a*- 
ition. We most sincerely recommend to every society of Sas* 




d^ Scboc^ Teacbets, td olak^ it a imitter of semuft delibem* 
iion in their contiseld, what is the best method of keepir^ (&• 
severed rieordSf required in the course of the duties cf Sumdai^ 
Schools, lo order to supply some useful hitita^ and as a^&rtheB 
facility for Ul/ein', we present the following plan, deariy similar 
to the specimen abpihe alluded to, as taken from the Sunday 
School minute book :Tor it is necessary that a daily minute 
book be kept of the transactions of each Sabbath ; and the fol« 
lowing we deem 9 very simple and useful manner of stating suck 
records : 

BABBATH MORNING, August 16th, 1824. 



DIARY. 


No. of 
Teachers 


No. of 
Scholars. 


REMARK!^. 


Brought forward 
Mr. — opened the 
school with prayer— an ad- 
dress-— singing-dreading, 
fto • 

Admitted • • 

Scholars discharged — 
Teachers resigned . • 

Present . . . 
Absent • . • 


20 
1 


d5 
3 


Pleasant weather. 

Many of the children 
absent from the city, it 
being vacation at the 
free schools: 

Visited by the pastor 
of the church. 

The visiting commit- 
tee came this morning, 
and informed us, they 
would attend the re- 
citations of scripture 
proofs next sabbath, &c. 


21 
3 


98 

2 

96 
80 


18 
17 


1 


16 



Sunday School, JVb. — Jitw- York Union, 

A. B. Super*t, B. C. Sec'y. 

Sabbath Afternoon as above* 

We have given this plan in preference to any we have yet 
seen, on account of its plainness, and because it exhibits at all 
times a precise account of the numerical state of the school ; for 
it is always desirable to expose as many particulars as possible 
concerning the school at one view ; and while touching upon this 
important subject, we feel inclined to extend our remarks, and 
would urge upon all the conductors of our Sunday Schools, if they , 



have not yet attended to a part of their duty, so useful and so 
connected with their prosperity, that they now commence to 
keep a methodical account of their proceedings, and they will 
not be long without a testimony of the truth of the observations 
we have here made. *^ Order is heaven's first law :" it is the 
direction of God for His church, and all His works of creation 
present one universal pattern of system and order. So instructed 
let teachers set their schools in order, and success will be more 
likely to accompany their efforts. We will not omit here to re- 
mark, that too little pains and expense are taken to furnish rooms 
for instruction ; but it will be found that such expenses are not, 
as is usually thought, superfluous. A school room well fur^ 
nisbed and arranged with order and cleanliness, is no small help 
in restraining careless and improper conduct in the classes. It 
is something of this influence that gives respect to a well dressed 
person, more than to the slovenly and ill bred ; and the same 
influence can be traced in the lower orders of society on entering 
a handsomely furnished room. If you can excite a virtuous 
pride in the minds of the children for their teacher, their books 
and their school, an important advantage is gained. And to give 
a new argument in favour of a point we would strenuously ad- 
vocate, there is an influence of sympathy exercised over us by 
the beauty and order of the objects that surround us. A man of 
talents and worth, and of most methodical habits, once said, *' he 
believed he could not die in peace without all things being in 
order." It forcibly expresses the idea we would convey to 
our rodders, and we will be yet better understood by such as re- 
member how agreeable an influence is exercised ovef the minds 
of the sick, by order and cleanliness ; and on the contrary how 
offensive and irritating the absence of eUiher proves. The 
idea is excell^aflff' and pointedly expressed by the poet Thom- 
son, in the following fines, in his ** Seasons"— 

" Even from the bodyV)punij, the mind 'i/^ 

Receives a secret, sympatJietic aUdJ"* 

The following anecdote^ communicated hy a teacher, practi* 

cally illustrates some of the above remarks : 

<' A new class book and new books, f testaments) were procuiifl for 
mj class : each book was labelled with we scholar^ name onihei^ov^; 
also bis number in large characters. I soon observed that the whole 



^S Jt Plcm ofRiilifring Imtrvction Amwingi 

class fell an intprest in tlie new box, on the iratsidc of which my own 
name, and llie name and number of each scholar was marked. I ap- 
pointed my monitor as usual, and maa pleased to notice the iinuBual 
gratiijcatioa he evinced on rcoeiringp the chaise, and I secretly re- 
marked that much of the importance of the office then lay in Uie care 
of the iiBiD 60JT, and in a few Sundays I was fully convinced of it, when, 
on entering the school room umioliced by my pupil, 1 found him alone 
with ^reac earneslnew, ananging the books, equaris^ Ibem in the 
box. dustiog the form, and mbbing the covers with his handkerchief, 
and then setting; the box on the desk, he stepped occaKionally back to 
BDrvey its ai>pearaiice, doxbtlesa with eometliia^ of that glowing am- 
bition (hat an artist surreys the new touches of his penciL I was de- 
lighted with the complacency evinoed hy him, as he sat down in his 
■eat with silence and decorum ; and in the alteraoon was more firmly 
convinced of the utility of order and neatnfl*i, id the arrangement of my 
class, when on one of the books being missing, he with diligence and 
nniiety searched the sohiKi] room ; and every class box, reluctant to 
put Ijis own away without No. 12. It wai gra.U(yiag to me to reflect 
that this moral influence would, at least, keep my boys from base con- 
duct and low company, and win them the more to habits of receiving 
bible instruction, which with the blessing of God, might be reader^ 
profitable to them for this life, " and that which is to come." 

Thus it is discoTfrable that method and neatness in the re- 
cords nai arraDgemeats of a class, will be folloired bj order and 
aUentioD among the scholara. This anecdote needs no com- 
ment of ours, but 18 the best argument we have given for order 

and neatness in the nrriingement of Sunday School records, pa- 
pers, and school furniture ; and ive ivill only add our admoni- 
tory applicatioQ to the conductors of all schools — " Go and da 



A t'LAN OF p.ENnemsG ihstroction ahusino. 

" With the education as has been already stated, arc combined 
mmviemau'n imd rp' r"d!->ru ; and llie result of the whole will be to rendp' 
the children iiUciligiint, :ictive, ind'jitrions, well-io formed, virluuii^. 
and hap^iy." — { . Wriutfrw.fl rM Report of an Education Sodett/,/ornif<! 
in Gitilfard-itretJ K'ni SjirtjiciJ'. Engltaid.) 

Note. — Nothing id in ■ vient to U>e advancement of 

the mind in knowledge tb . oiiioIq fr healthful and vigorous 

elasticity of its fecaltiesi lij Auk [iroportioo of recreation and 
amusement ; to use a hackjojed proverb, the " how that is al- 
ways bent looses its spring;" but we would hint to preceptors 
that a decided advantage will be gained if those amusements caa 
be made otherwise subservient to the ends of wisdom, by in- 
iitrucliog by recreation. Some of our schools are in the habit 
offonvfoing the iodiVidual classes at (he homes of their teach- 
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irs, or alterDately at the acliolar'a homes, for the purpose of 
reading to them amusiDg histories, bible slorie$Kiltustriited by 
plates ; oatl nutunil history, illustrated in the same manner: 
and in one of the Sund^iy School departmeals of Philadelphia, a 
farther improvement has been, we understand successfully at- 
tempted, by the illufitralion of scripture stories, with ibemagie 
laiLUm. We highly approve of these plans, iind think that sim- 
ple :ind philosophical eJiperiments, illastrating the cummoa 
phenomena of nature may lead the young mind from nature up 
to nature's God ; and when combined with an amusing elucida- 
-tion of history, either scriptural, general, or nalural, would, it 
must be readily allowed, in the language of the above extract ; 
" render the children intelligent, ivell-ioformed, virtuous, and 
happy." 



INTELLIOENCE. 

Proposed union of the S. Schools, in the neighbettring towns and 
couatiea, zaUh •• lite Utica Union S. S. Society." 

In the last number of " the Sabbath School Visitant," it is 
communicated that this subject will be proposed at the ap- 
proaching meeting of ihia Society in September. Wc cannot 
better express our feelings on this proposed plan, and our cor- 
dial approbation of it, than in the terms of that publicaliun, 
which we sincerely do, with ihe alteration of a single word — 
" this is a proposal we rejoice to see, and we Irusl it will create 
a new era in the history of the Sabbath Schools of odb. westebit 
WORLD. Lei the energies oflhe/ailkful be combined, and with 
the blessing of Heaven, what may we not accomplish V Wc 
Bay " Sahhalb Schools of the weslwrn world," iis we hope that 
this happy precedent will he followed by all other counties in 
this state, where there are Sunday Schools ; and the example, 
by every other state in the Union ; 90 that we shall have a Sun- 
day School Union in every county ; and those county Unioiu 
combined in a state Union ; and that state Union with the 
American Sunday School Ustoir. Then indeed we may ado{d 
the expressive motto by which the article is prefaced in the 
Visitant " Uiuouig power" — Yes — we trust in this case, a 
" power unto sal VadAn,'' through the teaching of tbescripturea, 
by Sunday Schools, to the peace and happiness of the sons of 
these United States, " who shall be ffia indeed" — when "the 
Truth shall make them free." 




POETRY. 

{Original.) 
' [From tbe PoH Pi>lk> of a Sunday School TeaclweL^ 

BEf LECTIO Nil ON SUNSET. 

" Tliy sun »hall do more go Jown."— /jiaA Is. SO. 

DowHWiRD siDbs the orb of day, 

Brightening every parting ray — 

Ardent glows the westerD sky. 

And now — it fades — it fades uwaj. 

Glimmering still, now pnrted quite, 

And silent fall the shades of night ; 

And now — upon the netherworld, 

He breaks '. — he breaks with orient light ! 

Tbo' sinners dread the hour of death, 
In joy departs the pious soul ; 
'Tis power divine that gilds the scene, 
Towards its everlasting goal 1 

Now, now its purest raya are shed ; 
Now dark the shades ot'death are spread, 
O'er what was mortal. — But the ethereal soul 
Tq realms af i^/u and 6li)> has down! 

{Selected.) 

THE LiST LINES OF THE POET COWPBR. 

To Jesds, the crown of my hope — 

Hy sou) is in haste to be gone ; 
O, bear me, ye cherubim, up ; 

And waft me away to his tkrons. 
My Saviour ! whom absent I love ; 
Whom, not having se^n. 1 adore. 
Whose name is exalted above 
> "'^1 glory, dominion, and power : 

Dissolve thou the bands that detain 
My soul from her portion in Thee ; 
strike off the adamant chain, 
And make me eternally free. 
Then that haf>pj era begins. 

When arrayed in thy glory I shine ; 
And no longer pierce with my sins, 
The bosom in which I recline. 
ThB above stanzas are said to be ihe last ihat Cowper ever wrote- 
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DEBATES OF THE ASSOCIATION OF SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHEBS* 

[Continued from p. 301.] 

QjaestioQ. — *' What is the best method for conducting a class in 

a Sunday School." 

I will now give you, sir, a brief account of the manner and system by 
which I have governed and instructed m j own class since my connexion 
with the Sunday School. • 

I considered, what I had voluntarily undertaken to do : and conclu- 
ded that it was my duty to maintain order in my class, to teach them to 
read, and to instruct them in the general principles of religion. Ordef 
would give them good habits, instruction would enlighten their under- 
standing, and religion would improve their hearts. — The experience of 
a Sunday proved satisfactorily to mc, that it would be in vain to at- 
tempt teaching, or to expect improvement, without first ettablishing 
order and discipline. Harsh words I found would not accord with the 
mild measures that we were forced, or at least were expected to use. 
Stem looks without actions were disregarded. Firmness vdA mildness 
connected will always command respect, though it may not always gain 
obedience. My scholars had' been accustomed to stand during the 
hours of instruction — it created confusion and seemed to weary most of 
them. The first rule I gave them was to be secUed, the next was to be 
silcnt^the next to hold their &oo^« oj^en before them, the next to keep 
the piace^ and the next to look on their books. J believe it was about 
six months before I obtained entire obedience to the last command. 
I never introduced a new regulation without having succeeded in the one 
I had attempted previously, (-ontinued repetition, and a firm and de- 
cided course of conduct will ensure, ultimately, unqualified success. 

The duty of instruction was confined to reading and spelling ; and, 
to digress one moment froiii the subject, T will remark, that such of 
our boys as have no other opportunities of learning to read than our 
school affords, will be much retarded in the advancement if they are 
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allovred to reafl before they arc suiBcicntly practised in spelling. The 
moment they bcg^in to read, they lose all relish for spelling — and a task so 
necessary becomes irksome. Beading is nothing more than pronoun- 
cmg words vrithout spelling them, and their reading generally amounts 
to spelling words without being able to pronounce them. 

No change of place should uc allowed in spelling; it only excites en - 
vy instead of emulation, and is always the cause of contention. To 
make the exercise pleasing I would recommend the following plan. I 
have given it a fair trial in my Sunday School class, and in my daj 
school. When the word is given out to be spelled, the first boy should 
pronounce the whole word — the next should pronounce the first syl- 
lable — the next the second syllable — the next, the third syllable— the 
next spell the first— the next the second — the next the third, and pro- 
nounce the word again ; so that the attention of seven boys is taken 
with the speUing of one word, and the exercise goes on more rapidly, 
and becomes to them an amusement instead of a task. Of their read- 
ing lessons, considered as exercises to improve their reading, little can 
be said. — They should be taught the stops and marks, and be accus- 
tomed to read &lo»ly. But sliould we wish to improve their onder- 
standing^, it would be wasting our time should the children in our 
classes be permitted to read wiiat they do not understand, and commit to 
memory what they do not comprehend. As to the order of tliis exer- 
cise, it is better that a boy should read three verses in connexion than 
ten verses tiiat are disconnected. VV lien a portion of Scripture is read 
by the teacher to his class, it should be explamcd, so tliat it may 
be understood ; when understood, committed to memory ; and when a 
number of these are retained in ttie mind of the scholar, it would, as 
it were, forma mind. Aware of the tnitii of what 1 have thus premi- 
sed, I determined to go tlirough the exercise of reading in the follow- 
ing manner. 

1 read the portion of Scripture I intend as the exercise of the 
morning or afternoon, slowly anJ carefully to the boys, and then ex- 
plain the meaning of eacli word that 1 suppose they do not under- 
stand. 1 then call tlie class to read, and give them tiie verses to com- 
mit to memory while tlie others are reciting. Most of them study this be- 
cause it is not a task ; tliey have to read the wholj number of verses, and 
wiih a little study they can learn t'lem, while th:; rest of the class are 
saying tlie lesson , and the probability is tliat they wdi retain what has 
tlius been explained to them. 

W hen they are called up to read, each boy reads the whole ies son ; 
after reading it they close tlieir books and 1 question them upon it ; and 
after they have answeied, 1 explain the lesson once more, and send 
them to their seats to study ; if tliey can get it by rote they recite to a 
person appointed for tliat purpose. 1 tiiink this plan may, if tbllowed 
fur any length of time, improve their understandings. 

By pursuing a course like tins, we prepare tlieir minds to receive re- 
ligious insiruetiou, tlie last and greatest and most responsible part of 
our duly. 

Before a person could make liimsclf useful to his fellow men as a teach- 
er he would require the study of years ; and from the experience of age, 
and the exercise of a matured judgment only can we expect any great 
faculty of imparting mental instruction. Vv ere we only to make them 
good readers or writers, seldom or ever would our benevolent exer- 
tions influence any others than the recipients. But sliould our eudta- 
vours to inake them Christiai.s be crowned with success, the txan ^le 
ot out min^ht be useful to many. From the clUld may we take lessons of 
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Yeliginn ; and the spark of holiness that was thus fanned to a flame might 
become a ligiit that would guide many a siuner on his way to glory. 

Religious instruction must be progressive, and uur lessons m religion 
like those in reading, must commence with such as can beeasHy attain- 
ed. \^e must bcigin with trutiis that exist in our nature, that arc con- 
formable to our nataral disposition. For instaiice, 1 think there is in 
the breast of children an instinctiFC impulse to love their parents, their 
brothers and their sisters. If this is the fact, then, obedience to parents 
and tove to brothers and sisters being natural^ would be easily enforv.ed^ 
and more likely to meet with rnmpUance. It is natural to man to be im•^ 
patient of control, to be discontented with his lot ; and mceRuctfS 
and humility, resignation and contentment, are seldom practised 
until the judgment is matured, and reason has firmly cHtablished 
ber seat in the mind. \\ hen teaching tlie principles of morality cr 
religion to children, it will be useless to attempt to reason withtliem, 
and prove it logically to them tliat tiiey are in duty bound to return 
good for evil, to weep with Uiose that mourn, to love those who are re- 
lated to them, but it will be to the purpose if we read or relate sonic lit- 
tlv.- story oi a grateful, dutiful and ajj'ntionate child — they must Ijave 
examples, not precepts; — teach by sensible objevtsj not abstract reason- 
ing. 

The duty of a Sunday School teacher is not to be acquired without 
close application, serious attention, and unwearied diligence. And let 
us remember if we neglect our duty, it is almost equivalent to commit* 
ing a f rime. 

But should we act well our part ; should we extend our walks of use- 
fulness, and make the best use of the talents and opportunities God 
has so kuKiiy put into our hands, the very consciousness of iiaviug per- 
formed our duty will be a pleasing, a heartfelt, a delightful remuneration. 

[To be continued.] 



THOUGHTS ON THE EFFICACY OF SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 

Effects of Sunday Schools in adding pious and useful Members 

to the Church. 

The happiaess of individual families consists in their mutual 
interchange of kind offices. This flows from virtue, but iJe 
genial influeDce has a reproductive quality ; it originates Tir- 
tue, while proving its results ; and is not only the certain con- 
sequence, but the cause of peace and gtjod order in society. — 
This tender charity and kindness extends its influence by a 
kindred sympathy in the similitude of that beautiful allusion of 
the gospel, " We love him, because he first loved us." — 
When this divine, this generous feeling ceases to be the actua- 
ting principle, and the unwearied aim, then envy, jealousy, and 
contention spring up — disappointment, tribulation and distress, 
are soon detailed on the pitiable victims of their own suicidal 
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efforts. Thas the hamaD family is broke d with coDtinued fetidly 
till peace and yirtae are immolated at the altar of selJUhnu^^ 
power Y>^comes right 9 and 

" Man's inhnmanity to man, 
Makes countless millions moam." 



The natural aristocracy of the heart prevails over all domination, 
" The wicked bead their bow — The poor and fatherless go un- 
defended." — In the emphatic language of the Bible, " They 
walk on in darkness.^^ — '* The whole foundations of the earth are 
out of course,'^ the meek and patient *' flee as a bird to their 
mountain." — They can find refuge only in the pavihon of the Al- 
mighty. '* The dark places of the earth are full of cruelty/' 
and continue so till '* the sun of righteousness, rising with healing 
on his wings,'' dispels the snadows of ignorance, and turns the 
fierceness of the wrath of man. The scriptures thus illustrate 
thebeniflcent influence of the gospel. To be instrumental in 
shedding abroad the light of that eternal truth, which alone is 
to take away the sting of sin, and bind up the broken hearted, is 
an enviable and delightful office ; it is to associate with angels in 
that holy work which an apostle calls "- ministering to them 
which shall be heirs of salvation." Such is the office, and such 
in efiect, the pious eflbrts of Sunday school teachers. They 
go forth bearing that precious seed which the Saviour calls 
*^ the word,^^ and one apostle, '* the good word of life," and ano- 
ther, '* the incorruptible seed" that falling on good ground, 
bringeth forth even to an hundred fold. — To the sower of which 
the promise is, they that go forth weeping and toiling with anxie- 
ty and trouble, *' shall doubtless return with their bosoms full 
of the sheaves." And this is practically true, for already have 
the records of these benign institutions, been inscribed with 
such solemn and interesting facts as have caused the rejoicing 
of angelis. The usefulness and blessedness of Bible instruction 
through the exertions of Sunday Schools, is no longer doubtful, 
for the most sceptical have acknowledged that they have shared 
in the smiles of him *' who is Lord of the sabbath," and been 
cherished under the shadow of his wings. Through their in- 
strumentality the barren waste of ignorance and vice has been 
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effectually caltiTated. The religious instnictiou they hare im* 
parted iike a fertiliziug stream, has iosensibly pervaded the un- 
friendly soil, till it has successively presented a scene rich with 
Terdure, flowers and ripening fruit, and joyful with the shouts 
of the harvest. Imperfect as have been the records of the 
numbers that have by such means been instructed into the king- 
dom of God, enough has been exhibited to encourage to the 
pious pursuit. It has been confidently asserted in the reports 
of the Sunday School Societies of Great Britain that two thirds 
of their clergy became pious in Sunday school:*, and that nineteen 
twentieths of the missionaries that have gone forth from thence 
have been such whose piety had been ripened in the labours of 
theSunda)' Schools, or those there taught, whose early acquaint- 
ance with the scriptures had been impressed upon their infant 
minds, with that winning patience and love, wliich in malurer 
years it has been the joy of their souls to cultivate and practice. 
In our own city, from the most authentic records, more than 
1000 teachers and learners have been received into the church 
in the course of seven years. In the five schools of St. George^s 
church, 100 teachers and learners were added to the chuich 
in the course of three years ; as is asserted in an authentic 
statement given in 1821. From that pleasing document, we 
make the following delightful extract : *' But tlie most triumph- 
ant record of Sunday School annals is the heart -cheering fact 
that in 53 schools, no less than 601 teachers and learners have 
been brought to a saving knowledge of the truth, as it is in Je- 
sus ; made a public profession of their faith, and been added 
to the churches — a success that will bear comparison with the 
most successful efforts of any missionary labours yet recorded.'' 
The number of schools at that time was 87, containing 1004 
Teachers, and 7135 scholars, only the above 53 had any records 
of these interesting facts : from these data we may venture to as- 
sert, that deducting two thirds from the totid of teachers, (be- 
ing the usual average of those who are pious,) one-fifth of the 
whole had been received into the bosom of the church, or in 
the ratio of two out of every class for the short period of three 
years. This subject is vast — it is worthy of investigation ; it in- 
vites the solemn, the earnest inquiry of all christians, of every 
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minister of the gospel. If these facts are so, let those who ** love 
the Lord Jesus in sincerity/' appeal to their own hearts, and 
say, what shall be done for Sunday Schools ? The success at- 
tending the efforts already made may be reasonably traced to 
the Holy Bible, which is^he lesson-book of the Sunday School, 
those scriptures that gave ascendency to the doctrines of Paul 
and Apollos, and entitled them to acceptance among men, 
for they are said to have been " niighty and powerful, in the 
word j^"* those scriptures^ by the hearing of which faith cometh 
and which are able to make wise unto salvation, and in the words 
of the Psalmist, those scriptures that " are pure, convertittg the 
soul." and let it be added, those scriptures^ of which it was the 
commendation of the young and pious Timothy, that he ^* had 
known them from a child,^^ Let it be duly considered, that Sun- 
day Schools are not only the means of enlarging the bounds of 
the church, but of adding to her useful members ; such con- 
verts to the truth, will become very fruitful boughs in the vine 
of our Zion. This early acquaintance with the scriptures, 
will send forth a band of enlightened christians, <' thoroughly 
furnished unto every good word and work," who, catching the 
fervour of the excellent exemplars there recorded, will not fail 
*' to be fervent in spirit, serving the Lord ;" and then it will 
come to pass that *' like the rain descending from heaven, the 
word of God will accomplish the purpose whereunto it is sent ;" 
** causing the earth, like a garden, to spring forth with fruitful- 
ness," in answer to the lofty strains of Isaiah ; '*drop down ye 
heavens from above, and let the skies pour down righteous- 
ness — let the earth open and bring forth salvation." Such will 
continue to be the efficacy of Sunday Schools. The rising 
generations shall be nurtured in the fear and admonition of the 
Lord, and be a seed to serve Him. To such also as have al- 
ready entered upon the path of life, the duties of a Sunday 
School are no less useful — acquaintance with the scriptures, 
active and laborious engagement in instruction, and an inter- 
course with the poor, the sick and the afflicted, will chasten 
their affections, weaning them from the world, and render 
them faithful, holy and fervent. 
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It should be rememl>ered, that some of the most devoted and 
diligent miHsionaries of our day have kindled their pure zeal in 
a Sunday School, and, amid its salutary discipline, have been 
ripened for ^' labours oft, for perils, for weariness and watchings, 
with hunger, thirst, and fastings," the assured portion of the 
faithful missionary. The acknowledgment of a Morison reverts 
to the praise of these institutions, when he asserts that the Sun- 
day School prepared him for those useful labours that engaged 
him for- the good of Zion. Let it be well reflected on that those 
thus added to the church, are such who are most likely to adorn 
the grjce and doctrine of Jesus Christ by the light of their good 
works and their pure example teaching transgressors the way of 
truth. But the work of blessing stops not here ; not only teach- 
ers and learners are brought into the family of the faithful, but 
the various influence, through the personal intercourse at the 
homes of the children by pious teachers, has a most salutary 
effect ou the parents, who are by such means influenced to at- 
tend the house of God ; to read the Scriptures, and have every 
kind of piuus reading put into their hands from Sunday School 
and tract societies. A family, a whole neighbourhood, have 
by these been added as piou*} members to the church. Abun- 
dant instances of such successful influence, derived from Sunday 
Schools, are to be found in their ^' short and simple annals.'^ A 
superintendent of one of the schools in this city reports that 24 
of the scholars and t3 teachers have been added tc the church 
to which it is attached. Of another school it is stated that r^O (the 
wholi3 number of learners) have become pious, and are now 
connected with the church. In a revival that took place in 1822, 
the greater part of those, the subjects of it, were from the Sun- 
day schools. In one instance 98 ouf of a hundred, and in ano- 
ther 27 out of35of the candidates for communion, were, or 
had been, Sunday scholars. We cannot better close these re- 
marks than in the following extracts frum the late narrative of 
the general assembly of the Presbyterian church. Their sen- 
timents coincide with the foregoing, and we rejoice to have 
our opinions of this important and interesting subject sanc- 
tioned and confirmed by so high and respectable authority. '^ In 
'* all partis of the church, sabbath scliools are oMablishcd, rm^ 
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** there is but one sentiment respecting them. The assembljr 
** consider them as among the most useful and blessed institutions 
** of the present day^ They have a most extensive influence. 
" They apply a powerful corrective to the. most inaccessible 
*' portions of the community ; they begin moral education at the 
'* right time, in the best manner, and under the most promising 
" circumstances ; they act indirectly, bat most powerfully upon 
" teachers and parents, and frequently become the means of 
bringing them to the church, and to the knowledge and love of 
the truth. Sunday schools are highly useful enery where.** 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL ANNALS. 

THE WHITE BOOK. 

[Continued from page 306.] 

The cheerful scene of bustle round the doors of the church, 
now rapidly subsided. The anxious little groups of scholars 
were retiring to their respective places in the school room. No 
lingering step (even of the most accustomed loiterer) seemed 
willing to incur the forfeit of delay, at the approach of this 
peaceful jubilee. The sound of the last bounding footstep 
drew my attention toa well dressed manly looking lad, who had 
just turned the corner, accompanied by a troop of little children. 
Turning towards me, he laid his band on my arm, and looking 
alternately on me and on the delighted crowd that followed him, 
he thus addressed me — *' Do, sir — may'nt my cousins come to 
see the White Book opened? They came down from the 
country yesterday, and tbisse boys, sir, live by our house ; they 
want to come too." 4Iis familiar, yet affectionate tone of en- 
treaty, could have admitted of no denial, though unaccompanied 
by the pleading looks of the throng of little strangers, all of 
whom now came pressing around me.- Delighted with the inte- 
rest the lad took in the anniversary, my heart was too full to 
answer ; so 1 stiized his hand, and, smiling a consent to his com- 
panions, we entered together. Frequently on entering the 
school 1 had been moved at the scene that met m\ eye. ^The 
benevolent purpose for which the teach^/rs had resigned many 
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of the little comforts of lift, the pri?ilege8 these children eDJ6y- 
ed ; the benefits tkey would perhaps recei?e ; the happy days—' 
perhaps years — they would enjoy for the hours spent here : all 
this would rash into my mind, and I had often thought that tears 
of joy would be a relief to my overflowing heart. That beau- 
tiful benediction of the psalmist came into my mind as I ushered 
the children into the school : *' Happy are the people that are 
in such a case — Happy are that people whose God is the I^rd. 
Thy sona shall grow up as olive branches round thy table, and 
thy daughters as the polished corners of the temple." Yes, in- 
deed, ye are happy children, said I, half aloud, as I entered the 
school room, and beheld more than four hundred seated in si- 
lence and decorum ; their smiling countenances beaming with 
hope and delight. The teachers, animated by the joyous scene 
around, seemed to partake in the general feeling. 1 thought as 
I beheld them, '* of a truth you have your reward ;" and you, 
ye happy children^ <^ have a goodly heritage of the Lord." All 
eyes were now turned toward the superintendent, who, elevat- 
ing the Bible, pointed to that passage in the parable of the Great 
Supper, where the humble guest who had taken the lowest seat, 
is addressed by the master of the feast in these cheeri^ words : 
'* Friend, go up higher ;" an exemplification of the precept, he 
that humbleth himself shall be exalted. Nothing could be more 
appropriate. In glowing colours, did the animated speaker 
depict the moral and transcendent beauties of humility. To sub- 
due the ambitious feelings so likely to be excited in young 
minds on such an occasion, was the aim of the superintendent, 
Let not, said he, the pride oi excelling your classmates, or the 
praises of your friends for having earned your reward, (although 
you may well deserve it,) be your desire. The purest recom- 
pense is the consciousness of having ;done your duty ; and 
should that stimulate you to farther exertions, our besrwishes 
will be gratified. Whatever impression his remarics might have 
made upon a transient hearer, doubtless, to these young minds, 
accustomed to similar meek and peaceful precepts, they must 
have acccomplished the end desired ; that of eradicating envy 
and jealousy from hearts in whose genial soil they were like to 
^read far and wide :; and it was the exalted head of conscious 
Vol. L 4a 
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mmi he wkhed thoald be towed dowii,^ doub^ ef il$ eivn 
worth. Methoaght, the well timed repreoft of the speakeTt 
called up the glow of modesty on the eheekg of more than on* 
aajlioiM, hoping candidate, already grasping at the reward iev 
which he so long had contended. A few simple w^erds of prayet 
closed the exercises in the school room, and it was anneonced 
that the classes should repair to the gallery of the ehnrch ibr 
the purpose of hearing the record of the White Book. Thttt 
Whitb Book — it found an echo in every heart, and it awaken* 
«d recollections that had seldom slept during the past year*. 
2%« White Book — how every eye sparkled at the word ! In t 
moment a scene of bustling joy ensued, that the most rigorouft 
d&sciplinarian would have been reluctant to have repressed af; 
9uch a moment. Every eye seemed intent en the slighteafc 
movement of the teachers, anxiously awaiting the order oC 
*Make hats." Every face was dressed in smiles. Some rosQ 
ip — some locked arms — others gazed towards the door. Ther^ 
was not iqpparently a muscle that for a moment remained still i^ 
ett this multitude ; all were impelled by one feeling. Confa-* 
sion prevailed, still they seemed to be subordinate, I remain* 
ed to dismiss the classes in rotation, and closely did I observe 
every motion. The classes passed out with an alacrity I had 
never before witnessed. I had seen them gather and depart ; 
often had interesting scenes passed before me in the same place; 
so much was I interested in the present one, that the classes 
passed out, the door was closed, and 1 was left alone in a room 
which but a few moments before had been occupied by a 
crowd of delighted children. Scarcely could 1 credit my senses; 
I gazed on the seats, and &incied 1 beheld this boy or that boy 
whom 1 knew, and who from his good conduct I judged worthy of 
a reward. My mind retraced many a youthful moment, when I 
had felt glad at the approach of some day when I expected to 
receive a reward. The monitor who had been sent down to 
lock up the school-room, now startled me from my reverie. I as* 
eended to the church. The gallery in which the scholars were 
now seated was every way convenient for so great an assem- 
blage. The platforms remained without any intersecting di- 
visions for pews ; and long ranges of banches accommodated 
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«rith eaM this great number -of cMdren. As 1 ascended tfae 
fttain, the profound^ silence that reigned, surprised me ; and iMd 
I been a strai|ger, I conld not have supposed any children were 
there. When I reached the first platform of ^he gallery, what 
a sii^t presented itself to my view ! — four hundred children, 
motionless as the peopled canras, their glistening eyes and dim^* 
pled cheeks alone confirmed their reality. Besides the chfl- 
dren, 70 adult persons were disposed in groups in difierent parte 
of the gallery, either gazing on the scene before them, or con*- 
▼ersing with deep interest among themselves. These were 
the teachers* To-day they were not sA their posts to maintain 
order ; it was vnnecettary^ The children required no authori- 
ty to keep them still. The great secret of the science of edu- 
cation was here practically displayed. The more you interest and 
tngagt the feelings of childreny the eaeier will they he taught and 
inanaged. The scene that now presented itself was one of in- 
tense interest. Nothing could elevate the mind more than the 
contemplation of it. Every child, each teacher, and even the 
spectator, that curiosity had drawn thither, was a book to read. 
In their eyes you could have traced those many blameless pas- 
sions that pervade the human breast. Here were eyes dilated 
with curiosity, beaming with hope, and again softened into love, 
taeekness and affection. It was, indeedi a sight to make one's 
heart glad. From this scene of animated nature, the eye found 
relief in the plain, whitewashed arch, unadorned and unoma- 
mented. It was a fit entablature for such a scene of love and 
rirtuous interest. Looking down through this beautiful assem- 
blage, the plain desk, the sacred books) the nave of the church 
as yet untenanted, except by two or three strangers who had 
heard from the children the story of the White Book, and were 
intently listening to catch some words that might explain to them 
the exercises in which every one present, to them, seemed so 
highly interested. All this had a most striking effect. Along 
the benches, here and there among the classes, you might ob- 
serve some little brother or sister, two or three years old, whose 
prattling tongue was now tied- in silence, and their ever busy 
hands, for the moment stiU, were clinging to the shoulderaof 
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their little compaDions ; and stretched on tip-toe on the bench, 
their little brigbt inquiring eyes, seemiog to say ** what does it 
mean ?" And well might a stranger inquire what it was that 
entranced, as it were, the attention of all these children ; for the 
eyes of all were directed towards an object, the source of all 
their present interest — a plain table, covered with a white 
cloth, on which was laid the green banner of the school, the 
simple emblem of their unity that bad been so often raised in 
the anniversary procession ; its motto, the word ^' Truth/* 
Underneath this banner was concealed the offering that love 
had made to virtue. The moment the superintendent entered 
the gallery, he advanced towards the table and exclaimed— 
** Then shall every one have praise of God.", Every eye in 
an instant, turned from the table towards the speaker, who 
briefly directed their attention to the great and solemn occasion 
to which this passage alluded : the final judgment, when the 
great master himself should come from his throne of mercy, 
and seated in the clouds of heaven with his holy angels with 
him and his rew aids of everlasting life — and then should every 
faithful servant have reward of God. He led them to consider 
the nature of the rewards about to be bestowed, admitting that 
some who might this day receive a reward might not be so dis- 
tinguished on that gi^ day. For their judgment now was but 
of man, while God, i^o would then judge, looked at the heart. 
He warned the ambitious candidates to fear and tremble lest 
they should at last prove in the sight of God like the *' whited se- 
pulchre." He then affectionately entreated the children to love 
one another, and to imi^te the examples set them by those who 
would be rewarded, in meekness, patience and brotherly love. 
He addressed the yet unknown candidates, and kindly warned 
them to receive their rewards with becoming humility ; not as 
the means of a proud triumph, but to increase their estimation 
of truth and virtue. Should any (he said) receive an unmerited 
reward, let such rebuke themselves, and more earnestly strive 
to excel in future. The concluding remarks must have went 
home to every heart There is, said the speaker, a single word 
that expresses the bright object we follow, and that we also wish 
/you, dear children, earnestly to pursue. This banner instructs 
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^fkd reproves us : behold its motto. — Here he took up the 
banner from the table, and displayed it, saying, learn and 
believe, dear scholars, your teachers have " ne greater pleasure 
than to see their children walking in the truth.'^ The table of 
rewards was now uncovered, and a considerable number of vo- 
I lames, in parcels of two or three, appeared in every variety of 
coloured binding. Each was tied up with a green ribband, and had 
a number and name attached, written on white paper. The neat- 
ness and order of this arrangement was a lesson to teachers and 
scholars not soon to be forgotten. The next moment the White 
Book was open in the hands of the superintendent, and the fir^t 

candidate before him. 

(To be continued,) 



ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 

[For the S. School Teachers* Magazine.] 

5VHDAY SCHOOLS CONSIDERED AS PROMOTING EARLY PIETY. 

To devote ourseWes to God in early life, is in accordance 
with the dictates of conscience, common sense, and the com* 
mands of God. It is a duty, however, to which the human heart 
is ever averse, and particularly so at the period alluded to. A 
disposition to indulge in sin noWy and repent when evil days 
come> is manifested both by old and young, notwithstanding the 
declarations of Him who has said, ** to-day if ye will hear his 
voice harden not your hearts," and that if this command is dis- 
obeyed he will *' laugh at their calamity, and mock when their 
fear cometh." And this disposition to procrastinate is not a little 
increased by the fascinations of the world ; particularly in the 
young. They have never experienced how deceitful and un- 
satisfactory are the objects they pursue. Vice presents herself 
in ten thousand alluring attitudes, and her intentions to delude 
and destroy are never suspected. Her votaries blindly follow 
her although obliged to acknowledge that every cup she gives 
presents the dregs of bitterness, and serves only to increase 
their thirst. 

The sin of procrastination capnot, however, be charged uponr 
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iOBaniii all thingi. Is his eartibly |>rosferity to be fgw n ol d U 4ic 
will lise up early and eat with ^tieaee ^e bread cf caraM- 
ness. h the miser to increase his store, he will leare vatmd 
BO effort to add house to house, aadiand to laud, until tiiere%e 
no more room. And so it is wkh man, whether he is ambi4io«» 
of honour, glory, or wealth. But in the greatestof all intereaH, 
that of laying up treasures in heav^en, he is erer inclined to «ay 
at a more convenietU seasoa I will ettend to this. Fathera are 
anxious that their children should commence leamii^ 4boie 
things which are useful in their various avocations, early in lift, 
in order to fit them to contend with its ills and its misfortiues ; 
and this anxiety is just and proper. But if it be in^portant to 
make such preparation for time, how much more for eternity ? 
Assuredly when the immensity of the subject is considered, it 
will be admitted that none can begin too soon. Let us attend to 
the advantages resulting from so doing. 

1. Early piety is eminently beneficial to its possessor const'- 
deredwith respect to this life. He escapes all these snares and 
temptations which are set for the destruction of hi» peace of 
mind and conscience. Those allurements of pleasure which 
attract the attention of his young irreligious friends, are pre- 
sented to him in vain. He has lost his relish for them, and his 
mind prefers other objects on which it may dwell with profit 
and delight. All the turbulence of passion which distracts the 
mind and destroys the peace of the unsanctified heart he has 
escaped; and in his bosom there reigns a calm, delightful to him- 
self, and the effects of which are calculated to render him 
lovely in the eyes of others. That sense of danger, the alarm 
of conscience, and a perception of the displeasure of God, to* 
gether wiih the forebodings of future wo, which like so many 
harpies constantly distract the repose of the unsanctified man^ 
he escaped forever, when he laid down the weapons of his re- 
bellion. Pride, which has created more misery in the human 
family than any other passion, and which appears a prominent 
trait in the character of apostate man, he has laid aside ; and 
measuring things by the standard of truth, he perceives how 
foolish and vain are all efforts which his sinful fellow beings 
miike for their self exaltation and advancement. By good mei 



} 



h^iB loYcd^ and by bad neE respected. Fruwds he will meet 
^irerjr wtere, and those whose feelu^ aad actioDS are ia ao« 
^Ofdance with lis own. The charge of hyjpocriflj which is- so 
often preferred against those who gire up their hearts in lates 
life, will not be made against him. Evil coimpanions, tpo, wha 
so often preveat each otiier from beconuog religions, he hat 
entively aroided. Evil example passes by unheeded by him* 
^his parents are of the household of feith, he has the^ronsok* 
Uon of knowing,, diat he-is Maddening their hearts, and render- . 
ing their pilgrimage easy and delightful. Even should they re- 
main without piety, they cannot but behold the conduct of their 
child with complacency and joy. 

2, Early Piety u a consolaiion to its possenor through life.-^ 
To an old man who is called at the eleventh hour, a life spent 
in sin must be in the highest degree painful. To know that he 
is saved only so '' as hyfirt ;'^ to recollect that his life has been 
an infinite injury to his fellow beings ; that his day for glorifying 
his master in this world is nearly past ; to think of the good 
that he might have rendered to the world by a different course 
of conduct, must all be causes of regret. On the contrary, to 
reflect that instead of injuring our fellow beings our exertions 
have had a tendency not only to make them wiser and better 
here^but by the blessing of God, to render them eternally happy» 
must sweeten the evening of life. Samuel was an eminent ex* 
ample of what the good man experiences at the close of his day. 
With what confidence does he address the children of Israel 
when he says, *' I have walked before you from my childhood 
unto this day : behold here 1 am^ witness against me before the 
Lord and his anointed whose ox have I taken ? or whom have 
I defrauded ? whom have I oppressed ? or of whose hand have I 
received any bribe to blind my eyes therewith, and I will re* 
store it to you ?" 

3. Elarly Piety exerts an extennve and beneficial influence on 
the young companions of its possessor. The power of example 
is so proverbial, that many have chosen to consider all kinds of 
evil as the consequences of bad exaa4>le. Almost every action 
which we perform has an influence not only upoaour own cha-^ 
racter, but those wilh whom we affsoeiate. With aooe k tbif > 



S4B Sunday SckooU ewuidered at Promoting Early. Piety^ 

inflilfence eo extensive as with the young. Indeed^ men are 
rarely, if erer, seen abandoning the opinions or habits which 
they have acquired in early life^ The piety of a youth must 
then be extensively useful to his companions, and this useful- 
ness will more abound with an increase of years. The re- 
straint which the upright conduct of good men imposes upon the 
desires and pursuits of the vicious, is highly beneficial to the 
world. -It is a practical censure. It comes with power to the 
conscience, and is often the cause of that hostility which is noa- 
nifested to the virtuous man. This restraint is felt in a great 
degree by the young in their sinful pleasures, whenl they see 
their religious companions walking in the way of godliness. 
- To do good is the sum and essence of virtue ; and the promo- 
tion of the happiness of man, the object to which true vir- 
tue aspires. How much may be done during the period of life 
allotted to man ! How many distresses it is in our power to re- 
lieve, and how many kind offices we may render to the suffering 
children of men by devoting our early years to virtue and reli- 
gion ! None can so well perform these duties as those whose 
minds are unbroken, and whose vigour and strength remain 
unimpaired. At the same time the repetition of their perform- 
ance will render them habitual ; and when once formed into a 
habit they will lose the disagreeableness which might at first 
have attended them. 

3. The Piety of Youth is highly important to the church of God, 
The most eminent saints whose lives are recorded io the Bible, 
have been devoted to God in tbeir youth. Samuel, to whom 
we have already alluded, was given '^ all the days of his life." 
David and Elijah could both say that they had '' feared God from 
their youth up.^' John the Baptist was sanctified from his 
birth. Indeed, the history of the church testifies that the most 
eminent names which adorn its pages have been generally those 
who have served God in their youth. It is, therefore, unneces- 
sary to cite more examples. 

From these views of the subject, it will readily be seen how 
great a value ought to be placed upon the labours of Sunday 
School Teachers. To the young their labours are almost ex- 
clusively devoted : their object is, if their motives be right, to 
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-fliake them virtuoas and pious. Nor is this all : in populoos 
cities, where vice always rears her head with all her own match- 
less impudence, there are to be found hundreds who would not 
receirc a word of religious instruction, except through the in- 
strumentality of such institutions. Consequently they would 
remain without moral restraint, and in time, perhaps, be found 
tenants of a public prison. If Sunday School Teachers pro- 
ceed then with fidelity, they have encouragement to believe as 
well from the nature of their labour and the promises of God, 
as from past success ; that soon their eyes will not behold those 
public violations of the Sabbath (especially by the young,) with 
which their hearts are now so often pained : such as parties of 
pleasure; the throngs that crowd our livery stables ; gardens of 
amusement and public taverns : — painful indeed to the pious 
k«art, and disgraceful to a Christian land. D. 



As the -design of tiiis work is to «licH improvement, itspages are open €a 
all commanieations oo subjects connected with the interests of Sunday 
3chool8. Should the sentiments they advocate be erroneous, they will thus 
%e the easier and sooner refuted, aud if correct, will prove exemplary and 
instructive. We, therefore, admit the following, though not altogether coin- 
ciding with our opinions. The subject has alwajrs been an important one, 
and one of much inquiry. We hope it will command the eonsider&tiontof 
Teachers. 

[For the A. S. S. Teachers' Magaziiie.J 

ftABTAGEMENT AND DISCIPLINE OF SUNDAY SCHOOLS.* 

Government is essential in conducting schools, otherwise 
exertion becomes unprofitable and perhaps useless. A system 
should be adopted and strictly adhered to in all we do. It is 
necessary for convenience, despatch, and success. The sub- 
ject o{)/Sunday School instruction demands this attention. It is 
4>f vast interest ; and here, if any where, all should be well done. 
But the discipline of a Sunday School, depends rather on the 
individuid teachers, than the superintendent. His exertions may 
be great, and op the most correct principles, yet to little put- 
pose, till met l>y complete concurrence on the part of all the 

teachers. The nistake li^s in the extremis of the two systems * 
Vol. I. 4P3 
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punned. There is bat little self government with childreBu 
Their passions unbridled by judgment, they go to every ezcesii 
unless guarded with unceasing vigilance. The proverb has, and 
ever will apply to them, '*give an inch and they will take -an 
ell." Too lenient a system, then, should be avoided, lest the 
pupil lose that respect or fear, so necessary to command bis 
attention and esteem for the counsels of his superiors. On the 
other hand, let it not be forgotten that youth is the season of 
feeling : the mind and heart, as well as the physical powers, 
are full of life and vigour. It is the laughing spring of life when 
they are impatient of controul. To restrict, at such atiooe, by 
too severe restraints, might disgust them with the salutary disci- 
pline of judgment and reason, and disincline them to pursue the 
straight and chastened*paths of virtue to which they might be won 
by mildness — then secured by habit. It should be the part of 
wisdom and prudence not to suppress their exuberant passions, 
but to give to them a pure and suitable direction. I am a Sun- 
day School Teacher, and the former of the plans l.at first pur- 
sued with the class committed to my care, but a short experi- 
ence proved (hat they would continue to take advantage of a 
mild and tender treatment. They laughed at my entreaties ; — 
kind solicitation and affectionate words were in vain. They 
disregarded my authority, and became disobedient and disorder- 
ly to a shameful degree. I altered my treatment ; assumed a 
manner of less familiarity ; a sterner and more distant look, in- 
dicating that 1 was not to be trifled with ; became more severe 
in my pactions ; and soon, to my satisfaction, found a visible 
change. Such a course is necessary : I think it the most effica- 
cious. 

Such advantages being gained by discipline, the instruction of 
the children is facilitated ; more time is offered to instruct 
them, and a better heart to engage in it, for complacency of 
mind gives force to exertions. Teachers should be firm, and 
let no daring encroachment on their authority go unpunish- 
ed. The example will be to great purpose. Let the superin- 
tendent inflict corporal punishment before the school, with pub- 
lic reproof to the undeserving, and without partiality ; not de- 
terred by the consideration that a parent may be offended apd 
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"% child withdrawn. Let it be so ; it will be choosing the lesser 
eril. The school will be abundantlj profited by it, though ^to 
the disadvanta^ of the refractory pupil excluded. The card of 
rules should be explicit on this point, and presented to the pa« 
rents on receiving a scholar ; and none should be admitted un- 
less the parents sanction the use of the rod, at the discretion of 
the teacher. Evil examples are the most influential with youth* 
One class conducted without that firm and strict discipline that 
is so requisite, may weaiten and destroy tbe government of the 
whole school ; and one scholar, tbrougb partiality, indulged in 
trifling liberties, may disorganize a whole class. I do not advo- 
cate a general system of severity ; but a severity in occasional 
public examples, such as will dismay the young mind and teach 
them a proper respect for their teachers. Corporal punish- 
ment is certainly necessary, and should be administered in pre- 
tence of the school, and the superintendent should pronounce 
a lecture on these occasions ; (the more parade the better.) 
Let biqa dwell much on their ingratitude for tbe kind exertions 
of their teachers ; the wickedness of their disobedience, and 
the evils likely to flow from it. Let them understand 'that the 
discipline of th6 school will not be relaxed, and that summary 
justice is ready to full on each in his turn, should he prove an 
ofl*ender. Such measures, I think, will result in good to the 
schools. Teachers would be respected and obeyed ; and being 
taught to consider the precepts of virtue, children would learn to 
love their instructers ; punishment would become unnecessary, 
and rewards needless. In short, tbe school would be profitable 
to the learners, and, by its excellent discipline, would present a 
pleasing spectacle to visiters, and it would be a pleasure to teach. 
1 offer these hints as a feeble effort to promote the views of 
the useful institution I am engaged in ; and as the subject of my 
remarks is important^ I hope it will claim the time and attention 
of some one who has more experience and ability to bestow oa 
it. B. 
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[To the Editor of the S. S. T. Magazine. J 

SUNDAY SCHOOLS IN^MONTREAL, CAKAOA* 

Montreal^ 10th August, 1824* 
To demonstrate the importance of Sunday Schools, nothing 
oertainly need he said. When we contemplate the boondless 
field of improvement which it opens to the young and indigent^ 
for moral and religious instruction, the proposition is self-eri- 
dent and fraught with conviction, although to impress the belief 
of it on the minds of all, will doubtless require repeated asser- 
tion and the influence of long and successful experience. The 
human mind is ever sceptical, particularly in adopting sentiments 
or principles that tend to humiliate it, or to discover its natural 
weakness. Hence, we see less cause for surprise, that the 
conviction of the utility of Sunday Schools is not more preva- 
lent. Every day gives ample proof of their benign influence. 
The heathen and the Christian world yield them its trophies* 
Not only those whose cheeks blend the flowers of hfe's ver- 
nal day are tiherished by their culture, but the old man, long the 
companion of ignorance and sin ; whose *^ silvery locks be- 
speak the frost of age ;" whose eye is already dim, and whose 
steps seem fast progressing to <' the lone and narrow house ;'* 
even such are the pupils of the Sunday School, and child-like 
taught, '* to read of heaven and learn the way." The affec- 
tionate mother, too, who may have wept tears of bitter anguish 
over an undutiful son, has been seen pouring forth the tear of 
joy and gratitude, lo find him returning, through the influence 
ftf a Sunday Teacher, to watch beside her drooping head in the 
hour of sickness and distress, and even soothing her anxious 
mind with the blissful tidings of salvation. 

I have offered these reflections introductory to a very brief 
sketch of the rise and progress of " the American Presbyterian 
Sunday SchooP- in this place. There are three others in differ- 
ent churches in the vicinity, but of the extent of their useful- 
ness or influence, I have not at present information. The 
Methodist Wesleyan Sunday School is, I think, the most flour- 
ishing. The American Presbyterian Sunday School was found- 
ed March 9th, 1823, and numbered at flrst 9 teachers and 30 
scholars. By the generous and zealous exertions of the teach- 
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era, the June following presented an accession of four teach- 
ers and 100 scholars. By a gradpal increase up to the period 
of the annual meeting of the society, March, 1824, 280 names 
were found to have been entered on the books of the secretary. 
Some, however, had leflt, for various reasons, and not a few 
were prevented by the badness of the weather. At this time 
the number of teachers was 25, and for the 5 preceding months 
the scholars had recited nearly 40,000 verses of scripture and 
hymns, though the greater part could not at first read in the 
Testament. 1 need not now expatiate upon the fair prospects of 
this little institution. What I have said will serve to show your 
readers that in Canada, where ignorance and superstition pre- 
vail, as elsewhere, feeble endeavours are making for the ex- 
tension of that knowledge that teacheth man himself, and which 
also 

** Pulls off the veil from virtuie'*s rising cliarms, 
" Detects temptation in a tJunisand lies !^ 



'* <See« things invisible^ feels things remote,^ 
An.d *' points the bumbling soul to heaven.'' 



L.A\ 



[For the American S. S. T. Magazine.] 

q,nESTI0NS FOR SUNDAY SCUOOIi CHILDREN COntioued. 



After the wicked men had beat our 
Lord Jesus Christ, and spit on 
him, and mocked him, and while 
his back was bleeding and sore, 
they laid a heary log of wood, a 
great high post on his back, and 
made him carry it up a hill called 
Calvary ; and when they got up 
the hill, they laid him down on 
it, and nailed his hands to a piece 
uf wood that was iixed across it ; 
and they nailed his feet last to it, 
and then fixed it up in the 
ground, and let him hang bleed- 
ing and dying upon it : then 
they gave him vinegar and bit- 
ter stuff to drink, when he was 
thirsty ; and shook their heads at 
him, and mocked him, and told 



him if he was God, as he said ho 
was, why did not he come down 
from that cross. He could havo 
come down, couldn't he ?— ^Why 
didn't he, then ? 
Because you know he came to die 
for sinners; to save us from 
hell — he could have had all the 
angels in heaven to help him, 
and might have killed those 
wicked men at once, but if he 
had not died, we should all have 
gone to hell forever. Now when 
a poor wretched man is hung 
for murder, or any dreadful sin, 
people are sorry for him : and 
they don't mock him, and laugh 
at him, just as he is going to die, 
though he deserves it; but our 
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Lord Jesas Christ found no pity, 
and you don^t know, and /don't 
know, and could never tell you 
all the pain and asi-ony he suffer- 
ed. The pain of the nails was 
enough, and they need not haye 
mocked him too. Well, chil- 
dren, he hung on the cross till 
he died ; and he prayed for those 
who were nailing him fast, and 
begged God to forgive them. 
He said, " Father, forgive them, 
for they know not what they do;" 
they donH know the dreadful sin 
they are committing in killing 
their Lord and Saviour. So when 
he sees you* now he is up at 
God^ right hand, when he sees 
^on» some tf ghting, some swear- 
lag, some lying, and some break- 
ing the sabbath, he prays to Grod 
for you, and says, ** Father, for- 
give these poor wicked children, 
for they don^t know how bad 
they are." 

And now after his doing all this, 
won't you love him ? 

*' It was to save your soul from dy- 
ing. 

Save yoH child from endless flame, 
Bitter groans and awful crying, 

That your bless'd Redeemer 
came." 

And you must yet go to tliat dread- 
ful place if you don't love him. 
So you must every day pray to 
God to give you a new heart, 
and then at the last day, when 
this world is all burnt up, you 
will be happy angels, living with , 
Jesus Christ up in heaven. 

When the wicked men had beat 
our Lord Jesus Christ, aud spit 
on him, wliat did they make liim 
carry on his back. 

Was his back hurt with the whip- 
ping? 

Where did he carry t]>e cross, that 



great heavy post of wood to ? 

What was the name of the hill ? 

When they got him up the hill, 
what did they do to him ? 

What did they do to his hands and 
his feet ? 

And did they let him hang there ? 

What did they give him to drink ? 

What did they tell him to do, if he 
was God ? 

Why did he not come down ? 

He would not have saved us if he 
had not died, would he ? 

Where should we certainly have 
gone, if he had not died ? 

And shanH we go there still if we 
don't love him, and pray to him 
to make us good ? 

Did he hang on that cross till he 
died? 

So he was crucified; that means 
nailed to a cross. Ton know 
you say " he was crucified, dead 
and buried," Now remember 
what crucified means. . 

What does it mean ? 

What did he do for the wicked men 
who nailed him to the cross ? 

Did he pray to €rod to punish them 
for it ? 

So if wicked people hurt you, you 
must do as he did ; pray for them : 
pray to God to make them good. 

Can any one besides God make us 
good? 

TFill he make us good if we ask 
him? 

Should not you like to be good ? 

Then pray to God every day. 

Think how much Jesus Christ did 
for you, and do try to love him. 
Oh ! how happy you would be if 
you loved God. Nothing woaU 
make you afraid, and when you 
die (for you mtut die,] and your 
body is laid in the cold gpround, 
your soul would go up to heaven 
to live in light and glory for ever. 
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VARIETY. 

[Fmdi the Port Folio of a S School Teacher.] 

THOUGHTS, ORIOIVAL AND SELECTED. 

The most important maxim in education, is to allow children 
more personal liberty, and less authority over those whq have 
the care of them ; permit them to do more themselves^ without 
suffering them to exact so much frbm others. Too many require- 
ments are ordinarily made of children ; this should not be ; for 
when you fail to obtain compliance to your rules, they rule over 
you. Insensibly relaa^ and you win their obedience, and can« 
not fail to rule them. 

The general occupation of infancy is to inquire; the busi- 
ness of instruction, is to direct this curiosity to proper objects^ 
and to provide for lifull and various gratification. This is the 
apprenticeship of wisdom, for in this way youth acquire the art 
of referring appearances to causes^ of sorting ideas and distin^ 
guishing truth. It will thus be perceived that the office of a 
teacher of children requires great preparations and full stores 
of knowledge. 

The mind of children should not remain iJ/e, but should be 
exercised in various directions with unabating perseverance, for 
the spring of the mtW, like the joints of the body, are apt to 
grow stiffs for want of employment, 

The^rs^ lesson of a judicious education is to learn to think^ to 
discriminate, to remember, to inquire. 

Every one has time to educate his'child. The poor man edu- 
^^tes him while working in bis cottage, and the. man of business 
.while engaged in hi$ counting house. Example — example — ex* 
Simple. 

Mere reproof without sufficient marks of displeasure and 
emotion, affects a child very little, and is soon forgotten. It is 
not possible to express displeasure to a child with sufficient/orce, 
with perfect coolness. It is a good maxim, that no parent or in- 
structor should correct in passion or anger, but with coolness 
and deliberation ; but this point may be. pushed too far — ^you go 
beyond the mark; you might as well fall short of it. 

Guriositp in children lA an appetite sAer knowledge, litt it 1^ 
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fed ; l)j no means discourage it^ as it is doubtless the gneat in«- 
strument nature has provided to remove that ignorance thej are 
bom with. 

He who educates a child, fulfils the office of a father. Pa* 
rents should have a sincere friendship and regard for their chil- 
dren, and it should be continually manifest ; for children often 
learn of the parents to love nobody- — thas teachers. 

The future education of children depend more on the senti- 
ment and manners of proceeding they catch inadvertently, than 
upon what is generally comprehended under the term education. 

Persons charged with the education of children, should as- 
same an immediate authority over them* It is neither age nor 
station, the tone of tbe voice, nor threatening^ by which this is 
to be obtained, but it is an even, firm, moderate disposition of 
mind, which is always master of itself ; is guided only by reason, 
and never acts by caprice or passion. 

If we are prompt to remove or prevent any deformity or in- 
firmity of body in our children, such as crookedness, squinting 
or stammering, and seem to show that it is important that cor- 
reftives for these infirmities should not be delayed, should we 
not with great haste endeavour to remove and break, a? soon as 
possible, the impotence of passion ; a short neck, a crooke4 
back, or a cast in tbe eye is a trivial blemish in comparison with 
iiilsehood, malice or revenge. Yet those passions are daily 
nourished by the guardians of children, who at three years of 
age are taught to vent their spite on whatever displeases them ; 
even the floor must be struck when they catch a fall ; so in a 
thousand other things. — Where and when should education be- 
gin? 



REMARKS ON THE READING OF NOVELS, <S*C. 

The reading of novels, plays and romances, (especially by ua-* 
educated minds) may be enumerated as one of the great causes 
of nervous disorders, to the female mind in particular, as being 
endued with fine feelings. This species of literary poison has 
been too often fatal. Some of the most unfortunate of their 
sex have imputed their ruiu chiefly to reading novels ; how cau- 
tious parents and instructers then thould b^, in guarding again^^ 
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the introduction of these piiblications among their children ; so 
calculated to induce that morhd isensibility which is to be the 
bane of future happiness, which to prevent^ is the task of a 
correct education. The most dangerous books of the kind are 
the productions of the female pen ; from those who themselves 
have drank deeply of the fountains of pleasure and adversity. 
The drama & another source of this evil ; it often administers 
such /7ot5pti, a& has no antidote on the shelves of the apothecary. 
If these remarks are correct, how valuable the influence of Sun- 
day Schools on the minds of the lower ranks of society that are 
subject to its instructions, by which the /ema/« mind is biassed 
to ^pure and correct taste for reading, and has early access to 
sources of truths rather than «iTor, a ready and sure defence 
against the approaches of vice. 



SUrCDAY SCHOOL FACTS AND ANECDOTES. 

HAPPY EFFECTS OF SUNDAY SCHOOLS ON TEACHERS. 

** A teacher mentioned the interesting fact that if ever he had 
experienced divine grace, he was indebted for it under God to 
Sunday SchooU* When he entered the nchool as a teacher he . 
was far from righteousness, but the Lord, he trusted, had made 
it a means of his salvation." A minister present remarked, that 
if any one had reason to be more devoted to the cause than 
another, it was one **who wets born there,^^ — (Sabbath School 
Visitant ») 



THE TEACHER REPR6VED. 

On a verv warm Sunday afternoon, in August, a boy, in one of 
the Sunday Schools, fell asleep during pdblic worship. According 
to the rules of the schooU this subjected him to the forfeiture 
of a ticket ; which, at the close of the service, the teacher very 
punctually demanded. The boy having given up his hard-earned 
reward of former good behaviour, was allowed to go home. M 
he Was passing out of the church, his teacher ezpeneRced a 
sharp reproof^ by overhearing the sleepy lad reoark t9 a 

Vol. I 44 
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school fellow — " I wonder my teacher took away mf ticket for 
beiog asleep, when he slept himself M sermon time." — (American 
Sunday School Magazine.) 



We extract the following old and interesting anecdote from aa 
English paper, and present it to oar readers as the most minute 
and apparently authentic account of one of the most excellent 
and amiahle kingly examples ever offered to the world. 

A ROTAL EXAMPLE. 

Mr. Brisket was a great favourite with his late majesty, 
George 111., and among other anecdotes he relates of him the 
following : *' I had a hoy in my employ in the capacity of a 

w 

shepherd. On a summer's day, while he was seated on a bank 
by the road side, watching the flock with his book in his hand^ 
the king walked that way unattended, as was usual at that period ; 
his majesty marched up to the youth, saying, * what, what book 
is that ?* the lad replied, < a spelling book'—* aye !' said his ma- 
jesty, Dyche — Dyche, is it ? — a good author — can you spell my 
lad ? come, let us try words of two syllables.' Then taking the 
book, the king gave out several words that were properly and 
correctly spelt by the boy. His majesty then asked if he could 
read — and if he read (he bible ; < my mother is loo poor to send 
me to school,' replied the lad, ' and we have only a piece of a 
bible, and that so much worn I can't well read it.' — * That's a 
pity — a pity,' said the king, who then look down in his ta- 
bles the name and residence of the lad's mother, and walked on. 
On his majesty's return to the castle, he called for the gentle- 
man who then acted as bis private and confidential secretary^ 
and said, — * There is a great want of education among the poor 
people in our neighbourhood, and this ought not to be. Deliver 
this packet according to direction, and the woman must be ex- 
pressly told it is a gift from me, as a reward for her perseverance 
in teaching her son to read. Her circumstances must be inquired 
into, and her children sent to school.' The monarch then pat 
a five pound note in a common printed bible, and wrote with his 
own hand on the title page — ' The gift of George R. to Hatinah 
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Potts,' and delivered it to the geDtlemao, with theie words, 
' hand this to the poor woman, for it ia my wish that every ni6- 
ject in these realms should be able to read the bible,* Since hia 
majesty's decease, this poor woman has been offered vartoas 
sums for this precious volume, which she constantly refuses to 
sell, and often declares she will never part with it while she 
lives, and that she hopes to die with it under her pillow.'* 



'* THE SOLITARY PLACE MADE GLAD.'' 

In a former number, a very interesting anecdote, designated as 
above, was admitted to our pages, and we regret to find that it 
was not circumstantially correct. The writer of that article dic- 
tated it from memory some time aller having heard it. The 
place of the occurence was not known at the time of communi- 
cating it. The knowledge of the fact (since learnt) that it was 
near the flourishing little town of Frederickflburgh, Virginia, 
would have enabled the writer to have giien it a more just co- 
louring. We cheerfully hasten to correct that statement, by 
briefly adding that the moral improvement there produced by 
the influence of Sunday Schools, though happy in its clTects, was 
not from such destitute circumstances as there stated ; neither 
was it '* alone and unaidedj^* that an individual advanced a work 
of benevolence and piety, the circumstances have been imper- 
fectly remembered, which has led to the mistatement. We hope 
in a future number to give a more correct account of those in- 
teresting facts. It is well here to state that we are of opinion, 
(and endeavour to practice accordingly,) that no Sunday School 
anecdotes should be given unless precisely fads ^ and without the 
least additional colouring. Those we select for our pages are 
always accredited to the publications whence they are taken ; 
and we are careful to admit only such, as according to pur ex- 
perience, have an air of probability. We hope that all that have 
heretofore appeared are materially correct. As to those we 
have givea ourselves, having personal and confidential know- 
ledge of their correctness, we vouch for their authencity, with 
the exception only of the one in question--^*' The solitary place 
made gl«d/' 
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IMPROVEMENTS IN SUNDAY SCHOOtS. 

A Plan of Annual Rewards, 

'* The SaperintendeDt shall keep a continual record of the condaci 
of the chUdren, and at the close of the year shall insert the .names of 
the most deserving, in a book to be entitled the ' white book,'* which 
shall be opened die first sabbath after the anniversary celebration, 
the record read, and the rewards publicly distnbuted.^-^Extractfrom 
ike By Lawe ofS. School J^o. 23, J^Tew-York Union,) 

Note. — The public distribution of rev/ards to children, is a 
natter of difficult management. Deserved praise is a desira- 
ble means to stimulate even the virtuous heart to emulate nobler 
and purer deeds. But being injudiciously and too liberally be- 
stowed, produces an. effect in the cultivation of the mind simi- 
lar to enriching the soil, and forcing a rapid and beautiful vege- 
tation to be folloived only by disappomtment, as the expanded 
iprowth of the plant has wasted its vigour, and the fruit, if any, 
is either imperfect or useless, or the soil springing up with in- 
numerable noxious weeds, they steal its nourishment, and choke 
it in its early growth. This also is the effect of praise even 
on the most deserving if incautiously given ; and such the con- 
sequences of public rewards when injudiciously or too liberal- 
ly bestowed. Their effects too often become highly injurious 
even to the humblest and most ingenuous minds, while with tho&e 
of a proud and envious disposition they excite a spirit of jeal- 
ousy, covetousness nnd arrogance. But we have long consider- 
ed that this defect in the public distribution of rewards lay in 
the injudicious application of the principle, exciting the young 
mind to emulate its fellows as competitors, rather than stimu- 
lating it to the ardent pursuit of virtue, by an imitation of 

m 

their worthy examples. In the practice of the plan above al- 
luded to, a nice observance has been made of this principle, and 
the rewards at that time bestowed are exhibited rather ns the en- 
joyment of virtuous attainments, than a distinction of character, 
or the reward of the pre-eminence of virtue. Every effort is made 
to control the injurious influence of praise in young and ambi- 
tious minds, by endeavours to convince them that the rewards 
are not so much rendered to their high claims, as they are the 

* Tins book has a white cover with the following inscription, "<A« 
ireiuHtrd of mfirit,'*^ — *« a praise to them that do well,^ 1 Peter S— 14. 
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•pontaneous expressions of a love and reTerence for yirtae, and 
a memorial of its worth. The distrihutions are carried no far- 
ther than the day of rewards, and the gift no longer dwelt upon 
tban at the moment of hestowing it. The meritorious are pttpt- 
cd out to their teachers and school fellows as objects of q^eeltoii 
and reverence, rather than marks of emulation and rivalsbip, 
well knowing that to excite an affectionate regard in the jouthfal 
bosom for the amiable and virtuous, will the soonest lead thejl 
to an imitation of their worth ; thus naturally leading tothedeff 
sired effect, rather than to be dictated to it by any pre^vious ad- 
monitions. Experience and observation of its good effects, have 
made us decidedly favourable to this beautiful plan of public re- 
wards, which is both economical and judicious, as it lessens the 
expense and number of rewards, while it continues the stimu- 
lus to their attainment, and if public rewards are indeed of -k 
doubtful character, and yet so sanctioned by custom, that alto- 1 
gether to withdraw them would be injurious ; then this plan 
is judicious, for it lessens the evil. Our present limits will allow 
of no farther observation on this important subject ; it shall 
claim our attention in a future number. 



REVIEW AND NOTICE OP SUNDAY SCHOOL PUBLICATIONS. 

" The Rose," a Fairy Tale, by Mrs. Sherwood, author of" Little Hen- 
ry and his Bearer.*^ Boston, S. T. Armstrong. J. P. Haven, New- 
York. 

Is this by the author of Little Henry and his Bearer ?— ^We re- 
gret indeed that it should be ; anr! ihe more so that it should be 
thus noticed on the title page ; feeling assured of its proving a 
ready passport for its extensive circulation among Sunday scho- 
lars : a passport not at all needed to render it a welcome reward 
to juvenile hands, while it bears the enticing title of" TheRose,^> 
under the tempting character of ^^ A Fairy Tale, *^ The well 
designed and pleasantly written stories for young minds, by Mrs. 
Sherwood, whom we would emphatically call the children's 
friend, have hitherto been of that judicious castofcharacter, and 
withal 80 sprightly ; and written with such tenderness and sim- 
plicity, as to have won the reliance of the guardians of the riising 
race, who seek for, and receive with eagerness any produc- 
.tiens of ber pen^ and ** by the author of Uitlt Henry and hif 
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Bearer^^ is a proclamation from which they are always led to 
anticipate both pleasure nud tnstr%tcti(m in the perusal of thein. 
Bat we have laid down the few pages of'' The Rose," (and glad 
thabllrey were /etc7,) both with surprise and disappointment, 
lia|pig at first snpposed the title, '* Fairy Tale," had been cho- 
seii ^s a specious and innocent lure to attract the attention of our 
y^ng readers. Mrs. Sherwood, who must be very conversant 
'^.ith children, should be aware that allegory is very engaging to 
^ibie juvenile mind ; and as instructive as engaging — conveying 
€very sentiment with peculiar force to. their understandings. 
Bat it should also be remembered that the tendency of an alle- 
gory is injurious when it is made to assume the garb of truth. 
The simple and beautiful'scriptqral visions of Bunyan, we have 
always observed, are the most enticing of any prodactioos that 
"^ §tli into the hands of children ; and are reperused by them with 

iJHk^iiB antiring pleasure. But they are well understood by them as 
- « ' being only a narrative of dreams. Not so '' The Rose," Mrs. 
Sherwood^s '' Fairy Tale ;" it opens with relating that a young 
gay P^h DOt being able to compose her mind in sleep, " with 
spirits light and airy," actually takes a mfdnight ramble by moon** 
light to an adjacent wood, observes n fairy ring^ and is spectator 
to their visible meeting at the court of their queen Gloriama — 
each putting in their claim for the prize of an amaranthine rose. 
•' The humble and retiring Miranda is closely catechised by her 

queen ; and though rofusing all claims of merit is adorned with the 
rose, the reward of industry, and faithful exertions to instruct 
her children. The moral conveyed is the worth of virtuous hu- 
mility and industry, and the esteem to be attached to careful 
instructers ; but the medinm, through- which these sentiments 
are conveyed, is very objectionable ; as it is much to be feared 
that such fairy talcs may distract the minds of our piously in- 
structed youth in regard td that ruling Providence of whom they 
are taught that his hand is over all his works, " and so clothes 
the lilies that toil not neither do they spin ;" "tmd feeds the 
young ravens when they cry ;" '* and who is about their path 
and about their bed, and ^ pics out all their ways." 

We earnestly desire that the press may be so guarded as to be 
a source of pure produciions for young reader's, to virtuously 
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fbrm their miDds and direct their taste ; and shall not.withhold 
our endeavours to aid in rendering it so. We therefore re- 
mark to Sunday School teachers, that the *< The Rose'^ is an im- 
proper book to be read by their s^cholars^ V 



INTELLKJENCE. 

SOCIETY FOR THE SUFPRESSIOIT OF CRUELTY TO ANIMALS. 

It is with gveat del%ht we have observed a notice of the establish^ < 
ment of such a society in some part of England, and regret that not pos- 
sessing the paper containfng the account, wc cannot give the precise 
particulars, but we tnist the hint may be useful to ui^e some of our 
Active and benevolent S. S. Teachers to a similar attempt, as it 
seems to be peculiarly their province, and we would sugg^est as a usefol 
measure, the encouraging of such a society among the elder boys of 
Sunday Schools It is well known that our municipal ordinances Jiave 
penalties for some specified atrocities of the kind, but they are seldoq^ 
ctnfurced, for want of informers. Could some plan be concerted to ef^ 
feet so excellent a purpose, how grateful would it prove to humanity* 
and by removing such vicious examples, (that so greatly abound,) hoir 
would it dispose the youthfnl heart to a mure amiable frame for the re- 
ception of precepts of religion, as well as lessons of virtue. Let it not 
be forgotten that this feature of mercy is according to the divine oracles 
characteristic of the righteous, and of the Father of nlercies. The 
Psalmist says, ** Thou Lord art good and gracious, and art merciful to 
both man and beast ;^ and the wise preacHor records, ^' That a righteoos 
man is merciful to his beast ; but the tender mercies of the toidced are 
i:ruel,^ That so gracious a purpose as the one we have suggested may 
be effected with facility', and be productive of much good, is confirmed 
by the following facts : 

<* It is customary in Huntingdonshire, (Eng.) sometimes to practice 
the following very cruel sport, called * Cock running.* The wings of 
a fowl are clipped, and it is then set at liberty, while- a number of per- 
sons, with their lands tied behind them, having entered as runners, at 
^o much a head, chase, and endeavour to catch it with their mouths, 
the successful one being entitled to the bird. An attempt was made 
to have one of these runnings on Shrove Tuesday, 18^ ; but a sufficient 
number of runners did nqt offer : this was attributed to a general dis- 
tribution of the following beautiful lines from the poet Cowper: 

*^ A man of kindness to his beast is kind; 

But brutdl actions s)iow a brutai mind. 

Remember He who made t/iee, made the brute. 

Who gave thee speech and reason, formi'd him nnite^ 

He canH complain, but GodU all seting eye 

Beholds thy cruelly, lie hears his cry* 

He was designed tliy servant — not thy drudge. 

Know tlicn, tiiat this Creator is thy Jl'l>gk !*^ 



AMEPilCAN SUNDAY SCHOOL CTIflON. 

In a late number of the Sunday School Magazine, it is stated that 
tke Aafi^^ Union (we delight to call it ^> hs«> recnitniired thirteen 
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auxiliaries sinee the Ist of June. In the detailed enumeration of 
them, we are gratified to notice four Union Societies, How pleasing to 
ohserve such a Christian spirit in our Christian efforts to advance the 
cavse of the Redeemer, and establish his kingdom on earth ! UnOed 
efibrts of Christians in. behalf of the gospel, are an evidence of tht 
true spirit of that hallowed petition, '* Thy kingdom come, thy will he 
done on earth cu it is in heaven.^ We have already expressed our full- 
est approbation of the American Sunday School l7nion, and our ear- 
nest desire that it may be enrichefd by the continued accession of Sun- 
'day School Societies, till it shall embrace, in *' the bonds of peace,** 
every Sunday School established over our vast continent, and become 
the parent of an innumerable «eed, that shall rise up to bless the found- 
ers of that wisely and excellently planned institution ; and may the 
friends of Sunday Schools, now " rejoicing in hope,** in a few years 
behold abundant evidence that this is a *> vine of the planting of the 
right hand of the Lord,** *^ whicb shall not be plucked up,** and by 
which '* our Father in heaven shall be glorified, in that it bearetn 
7nuchfruit,^ Like the wisdom and patriotism that planned the tmton 
of our western wateis, may it bring ev^ry pure and sparkling stream 
gti( life-giving instruction into one boundless ocean of love, whence the 
Sun of righteousness shall exhale its fertilizing vapours, and causing 
fhe dew of heaven to descend. *' Our streets shall run. down with 
righteousness,*' and the barren place become fruitful, rill the rejoicingf^ 
of God*^ people shall be like ^* tlie noise of many waters** for '' a new 
song** which he shall put into tho mouths of the rising generation^ even 

salvation to our God. 

Resolve of.^^the General Association of Sunday School Teachers of 
JVetr- York,'** on the subfect of a State Union, 

At a late mealing of this Association, the question of the expedien- 
cy of a uoionof all the Sunday School Societies in this state was briefly 
discussed, and at the close of the debate the following resolution was 
unanimously adopted. 

" Resolved — That we consider a union of the Sunday School Socie- 
tirs of tliis state with the Sunday School Union Society of New- York, not 
only expedient, but calculated greatly to promote the cause of Sunday 
Schools," ^ 

We trust that this expression of good sentiment by the Association of 
Sunday School Teachers, may be followed by their active exertions to 
obtain so desirable an end, 

CELEBKATION OF THE SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION, ROCHESTER, N. Y. 

At the last quarterly exhibition of these schools, which took place in 
the Presbyterian Church, on a Sabbath evening, 325 scholars were 
presented to the public. This was an interesting scene, as they arri- 
ved in regular procession, and arranged themselves with a degree of 
order and silence highly creditable to al! concerned. The general su- 
perintendent stated the present condition of the schools. The most 
remarkable instances of proficiency were noticed by rewards of books, 
and the congratulations of the minister and spectators present. The 
benignant smile of parpntal affection, the generous glow of youthful 
emulation, or the plaeid look of benevolent exertion, surveying the 
fruits of its disinterested labours was depicted in every face. The 
whole effect was highly calculated to enforce the importance of these 
institutions , to reward those who have already laboured, and to encou- 
rage others to engage in their labours of love. 

The total number of scholars in these schools is 453 ; and the ex- 
pense of maintaining tliera for one quarter i«i twenty-five dollars. 
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ADDRESS TO READERS AND SITBSCRIBERS ON THE CLOSE OF 

THIS WORK. 

It is a matter of deep regret with us, and many of the 'patrons and 
friends of Sunday Schools, that this number of our Mag^izinc, not only 
closes the first volume, but of necessity will also be the close of a work 
contemplated to have promoted virtuous and benevolent purposes of the 
highest order. A work hitherto devoted to public utility, and no less 
<Jommunicative of good to the orivate interests of every one. We thut 
Btrongly and boldly speak because its pagfes have been, and we humbly 
trusted!! would have continued to be, a source of light and knowledge, 
on subjects «i/rfrf/y important to the family circle, and to society at 
fairge ; on those interesting topics connected with early education, and 
tiie training up in habits of virtuer, morality, and refigion^ the pour and 
jgDorant of oar land ; to the restraining of vice and immorality, while 
BnaintaiDiDg peace and good order in society ; supporting the majesty of 
the laws, uid ameliorating the moral and physical condition of " the 
poor and needy, and he that hath no helper." Besides the usual embar^ 
rassments incident to a new publication, the Sunday School Teachers' 
Magazine has struggled in its way, with unexpected, obstacles , and in 
its early stage the loss of its able and epteemed Editor, and other nnto- 
ward circumstances, gave a tone of despondency to its most sanguine 
friends, that has but proved proplietic of our fears ; and it is now with 
no ordinary feelings that we announce the truth to our Patrons and Sub« 
scribcrs, that a work contemplating such benign purposes, is so early 
frustrated in its views, by the listless indifference of the friends of Zion 
in our native City? to ihe cause of Sunday Schools; which, however 
others may feel and think on ^he subject, we know and/ee/ to be dear to 
the Church of Christ; and useful to the cause of the Redeemer^ King- 
dom ; and our minds arc solemnly, affected with the truths that in this 
Sreal metropolis more than any other place in our highly favoured and 
appy country, there is a louder and more imperious '^alf for every pr&- 
Tentive of evil : and heret if any where, is needed every guard of Science 
Virtue and Religion; to stay the progress of Vice and to enlighten a mass 

Vol. I- 45 



■■ r^ 



354 Addresi to Readers and Subscriben 

of popalation unprecedented in its rapid increase, from foreig^n iopvM, 
domestic accessions, and its own advancement : and it should be deemed 
of deep and anxious interest to the Christian community that erery 
prudent provision should be made for their religious instruction. 
With such noble purposes alone this work was commen'^ed ; having* io 
▼iew no private interest, nor even hoping to prove auxiliary to the funds 
of the excellent societies instituted among us, for the promotion of 
Sunday Schools. The hopes of its publishers and patrons extended no 
farther than seeing a useful publication, maintaining itself, and further- 
ing a work of benevolence, second only to the ministrations of the Gos- 
pel; for however sanguine in themselves, circumstances warrantt?d no 
better hope. The publishers, themselves connected with Sunday 
Schools, felt an interest in thefHy superior to any pecuniary advantages 
arising from the pr(;iit8 of a monthly journal, devoted to a subject as 
yet t4jo unpopuhif loitk rewUrs^ to venture on its enterprize without 
the strongeKt def»ir«>6 and most fervent* hopes of doing a f^ratU deal of 
good. Such a publication, however, had been long needed, and often 
contemplated ; it so happened that a few of the most spirited and zea- 
lous of our Sunday School conductors determined to complete so excel- 
lent a purpose, and decided tt should be done without delay ^ just at the 
period when it was in contemplation to form '' th>:.amebican sukuat 
SCHOOL UMON.^ The propriety. ofsuch a publication issuing from them 
is obvious, and the facilities they must possess for conducting it, and the 
mmction thei^ patronage woulii give to tlie work, is self evident ; and 
had such views been dulv considered previous to the commencement of 
the New-York Teachers' JYTagazine, however anxious for the anticipa- 
ted publication, those interested in the object would have delayed, un- 
til tlie decision of''*' ll«e Ameriran Union" was made known. No sooner 
had thfir first number appeared than we were cheered with new hopes, 
that the Magazines would jointly be productive of a greater mass of 
good, than either would singly, and what was truly desirable our work 
would agreeably subserve all the private and lucal interests of the tun- 
day Schools luTc ; while the pages of both being loss limited, the\ could 
enter more prartically into the subjects treated ot\ than when restricted 
by that unpleasant necessity of always affording anticipated variety^ 
which often compels an Kditor to be too brief on important points; 
frequently obliging him to compress a subject containing a world of 
interest into a brief and barren notice. But the phasing prospect is at 
an end — with a zealous hope that our dismterested endeavours would 
issue in success, and both works be well supported by the friends of 
Sunday Scliools throiiirhout the United States, and be productive of 
grt-aterand more extensive good, the enterprize was hazarded, and the 
publishers cheerfully acceded to our wishes, thougti not entirely co- 
mciding with our views ; and now we are equali} ashamed and grieved 
for the patriotism of our native city, that the loss on the work is such 
as warrants the measure contemplated, as will be seen by reference 
to the publishers' special notice annexed to the present number. To 
prevent so unreasonable a burden falling on thbse who have already 
kindly hazarded much, and generously endured all the embarrassments 
of the publication, *' hoping against hope," we most cordially and 
strenuously invite our readers and subscribers iu that arrangement, as 
it embraces all the objects couicn>plated by their former subscriptions 
to tis. We feel assured that we speak the voice of many, when we say 
that we are detirous to surrender the unsolicited patronage hitherto 
rendered to this publication to the Magazine published by tba Ameri- 
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•an Union. Such a work is much needed : if ou r limits wotfld allow, 
we might have rfrach to plead in its hehalf ; hut let it be sufficient to 
assert, that no where in the United States are to be had any publica- 
tions foreign or domestic on the subjects to wln'ch our journals are 
devoted, with the solitary exception of-tlie »* Sabbath School Visitant,** 
published at Utica, the support and continuance of which will be more 
praise to its conductors, and to that seetion of our proud state, than 
any of their justly boasted internal improvements, as it will doubtless 
prove to have been a pillar helping to sustain an eternal fabric, (we 
speak of the Church of Christ) which will continue to improve in beauty 
and unfading lustre, when perhaps Utica itself shall have brightened 
and faded away, and be as fruitlessly soupfht for as the site of ancient 
Troy. Should thatpublit^ation prosperously projjfrcss, (which we truly 
hope it may,) they will have accomplished a purpose in which New- 
York has failed with all her hundred schools. The plant that hzB Jaded 
in our fields, will have been successfully cherished in thrir little gardeo, 
bordering' on the wilderness. The warm advocates for a Sunday 
School journal, and the pious friends foremost in the ranks of these 
institutions in the ('ity of New-York, are anxious for Sunday School 
improvements^ intelligence, and information ; and for affording every 
facility to a communion of good sentiment and fraternal feeling among 
Sunday School T'eachers of every denomination in every section of 
the United States. They desire to see a Sunday School Magazine «/»- 
ported^ no wise jealous where published, so long as it may be accessible 
to alL and be conducted in a manner worthy the vastness of the sub- 
ject ; and that the one in question will be, we rejoice to say that we 
have a sufficient earnest in the numbers already issued. We are person- 
ally acquainted with some of the publishing committee, to whom its con- 
cerns arc entrusted, and having entire confidence in their guardianship, 
we feel a pleasure in communicating that confidence to the few friends 
and patrons that have heretofore countenanced tliis work, and to whom 
we would now render our grateful acknowledgments, trusting that for 
their favours of christian love, they may " receive praise of God." And 
to our Philadelphia brethren, we would wish all holy speed in the pro- 
gpress of their useful and sacred work : it is dear to our hearts^and we 
shall not fail to render our humble endeavours to promote its success 
from every source of usefulness that is in any wise accessible by da, and 
earnestly solicit a continuance of favours from our formerly highly 
prized correspondents. The pious and useful papers of D. we should 
sincerely regret to see discontinued. They have ever pleased and in- 
structed us, and the series of questions for Sunday scholars are too 
valuable to be surrendered : their pureness and simplicity, the evan- 
gelical spirit that they breathe, and the plainness with which the great 
subjects they comprehend are adapted to the infant mind, render it 
desirable that they should occupy a prominent place in some Sunday 
School publication, thfit they might find the way \o alL Should the 
writer of them find it necessary, thoy may still be lefl as formerly, 
and we would cheerfully take the trouble of conveying them to the 
proper channel for publication. With the foregoing remarks unpre- 
meditated, and strait from the heart, we take a grateful leave of our 
patrons and readers, earnestly imploring a blessing on Sunday Scho<^» 
and every honourable meaps for their promotion, trusting that the 
reperusal of the many valuable hints and productions in this work may, 
in accordance with the tenor of the pious prayer of its late Editor, re- 
corded oo its pages, prove salutary in strengtbeniog and instructing 
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the minds of manj, while they shall warm and inipire the heart to a 
new and continued zeal in their pious labours to the praise of the 
churches. 

/^whTorky October 18<^ 1284. 



SUm)AY SCHOOL ANNALS. 

THE WHITE ROOK. 

[Concluded from page 306.] 

The honest satisfactioD that beamed from everj face, as the 
amiable and honoured ^onth approached the table of rewards^ 
gave a silent yet conclusiYe evidence of his acknowledged worth, 
and of their accordance in the decision and judgment of the 
superintendent. Though a tear of disappointment dimmed for 
a moment the eye of hope* and the brow of virtuous ambitioa 
for a mometit lowered, jet the renewed complacency, now ap- 
parent in every countenance, testified that they were well as- 
sured, that justice there decided the cause of merit as certain- 
ly as they believed that truth traced the record, or affection be- 
stowed the reward. 

The successful candidate for the first reward was a lad of I r» ; 
he was cleanly and neatly clad, tall and awkward ; his' embar- 
rassment heightened by the unexpected and almost unhoped-for 
honour. He approached with diffidence, and stood in an averted 
position, with his head bowed down, as if he would seek a biding 
place in his own bosoiQ from the inquiring though affectionate 
gaze that met him from every side. The tear that trembled in 
his eye, the sole simple tribute of a heart overflowing with joy 
and gratitude, was proof of the justice of the reward, and of bis 
truly amiable disposition. The superintendent approached, 
and laying his hand upon the youth's head, read the following re- 
cord from the White Book, 

" This day of rewards is to me a day of gladness of heart, for 
*' as I record the names of those of our dear lads who deserve 
" praise, it reminds me that they are such whose mild and well 
*' disposed conduct awakens a bright hope that they will more 
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^ willinglj snrrender themselves to the care of God, in receiving 
** pious instructions anr! parental advice, and will listen to the 
(« irortpel witn attentive minds ; may the namber of such increase 
^' to the rejoicing of all friends who bless and thank God for the 
" Sundriy School. Those whose names follow have done vir- 
*' tuously, and excelled. I pray God nothing maj hinder them 
** to go on, and do better." 

** Robert N takes this honourable place ; first in the 

'< class of merit 1 trust, not only to the approbation of man but 
'' to that of our Divine Master. The meekness, attention, and 
^' patience, of Robert for the past year I feel as^^ured will gaia 
'* him new blessings every day. He has walked among us with 
*' a spirit of peace and love, blameless, and without offence.'* 
The Superintendent then taking from the table of rewards a 
plain gilt frame enclosing an inscription, said, '* Robert, In this 
frame are a few directions and rules for your conduct in life 
written with my own hand, and at the close is recorded the ear- 
nest prayer of my heart, that in the pursuit of such maxims you 
may be happy in this life, and reap the continual blessings, of 
your heavenly f ither. May this often remind you of the godlj 
counsel you have received, and revive in your heart the early 
lessons of virtue and religion you have here been taught.** 
Thti inscription was short apd simple, and on the back was re* 
corded the date and the occasion on which it had been bestowed. 
A neat volume of Natural History and a parcel of religious tracts 
were added to this reward. 

A vacant range of benches had been reserved for those 
who should receive rewards ; to the first seat of which 
he now eladly, and tremblingly retired. A momentary bustling 
was heard, and every eye in the assemblage followed him to his 
seat of merit ; and for a moment all eyes rested upon him, as 
he, scarcely conscious of his actions, folded his rewards in his 
chequered handkerdhief, then laid them on bis lap, and bowing 
his head on the furm, he gave way to the current of his feelings. 
Again was the attention of all arrested as the name of the se- 
cond in order of the class of merit was announced by the Super- 
intendent He was under twelve, of respectable parentage. 
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well dressed, nod approached with boldness and alacrity, and 
evidently received the iDtelligeDce as if he felt conncious of 
having earned the reward ; and had always contended, coofident 
of success, for the merited distinction. There was however s 
saitible diffidence, or rather respect, in hismanner, and an amiablt 
serenity in his looks that would assure the stranger he well me- 
rited the honour he was about to receive : and so well known 
was his character that a general smile from the children evin- 
ced their approbation in the decision of the Superintendent. 
His reward was a neatly framed engraving of Robert Raikes the 
founder of Sunday Schools ; in presenting which, the Super- 
intendent gave a brief account of the incidents that gave rise to 
such blessed institutions : never could they have been more 
suitable. It was an eulogium on the founder of Sunday Schools 
by a Sunday School teacher, addressed to Sunday School scholars. 

As the superintendent dwelt on the lovelj virtue of his cha- 
racter, and exhorted his amiable pupil to emulate the worth 
of this pious philanthropi:«t, every ear bung in silence on the 
8bi»rt hisitory of virtue with an interest equal to the candidate 
himself. Then did it appear that the love of virtue add piety 
revived in the heart of many a Sunday scholar ; and to many 
in that assembly the loveliness of the institution was more en- 
hanced than ever. As the lad retired, I could but admire the 
evidence of that distinguishing trait in the human character, in 
venerating the founders of good and great institutions, as it 
was not only evinced in the pride and delight with which it 
was received by the lad himself, but in the eagerness evinced 
by all those he passed to catch a glimpse of the picture ; and 
many a little hand was extended when he reached his seat, to 
claim the privilege of beholding the likeness of the amiable 
founder of Sunday Schools. The following was the record read 
by the superintendent from the While Book. 

Andrew H 2d. — This my beloved scholar has fol- 
lowed close in the steps of Robert ; I have but few things 
against him : but the best of his praise is, that he is ever ready 
to be guided in the way ; he takies our whole advice as the perish- 



ing sick radn takes physic to save, and do him |^od ; now oar 
words, being the truth of God, are *' the balm of /t/0," we know 
it will do him good, and we pray that it may save him^ and gain 
him a crown of reward among the angels of Heaven. 

On calling the third in order in the class of merit, an affecting 
incident heightened the interest of the scene. He was a youth 
beloved by all for his mild and inoffensive disposition, yet his 
character was marked by an ardour of pursuit that distinguish* 
ed him from his fellows. 

He had been many years in the school ; and when first re- 
ceived was nearly blind, in which state he had been for many 
years, and was then fist approaching a state of idiotism ; by 
great persuasion he attended the school, being constantly led by 
one of the scholars. He soon began to regain his vigour of 
mind, and was at last, by the charity of the Eye Infirmary, en- 
tirely restored to sight. He had greatly improved in mind as 
well as manners, and was now much attached to the school. 
But his health was declining, and coniiiumption was daily wasting 
his young and tender frame. When his name was called, a visi- 
ble delight shone forth in the smiles of his little friends, which 
instantly changed into tender concern and sympathy, as his 
teacher replied that he was not present, adding that he had at* 
tempted to reach the school, but was overcome and bad been car- 
ried home again. The sensation was perceptible, and the pious 
hearts of some of the anxious crowd sent a momentary suppli- 
cation to the Father of mercies that he might receive a higher 
reward in *^ another and a better world." His teachers and his 
little classmates listened with pleasure to the following simple 
.record of his character. 

«* Henry D 3d. —I here bear testimony to the 

constant endeavours of this dear child to do well. I believe 
Henry is trying to do as much good to himself, to his parents 
and his teachers, as he can : may he still try and be blessed in 
his virtuous exertions. So good a son, and such an attentive 
scholar, comes near to God, and nigh to his blessing ;" just 
as the beloved John was nearest of all the deciples to his divine 
Uaster, and received- his blessing as he departed ; *' and Jesus 
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l-f'^'tdked to him from Heaven." May such be the blessiog of 
Benrj liy the teaching of the Bible through the . holy spirit of 
God. The 4th candidate approached with the same apparent 
diffidence aa had characterized the others. There was, how- 
ever, no ^^eam o( iparkling jay in bis eye, but sedate, composed. 
Mid bumble he stood before the superintendent. Formerly he 
had been an indolent and careless scholar* indifferent to the 
pioas. concerns of the school ; but its sacred precepts of lore 
and truth.jfaBd infused at length in his yoaiig mind a new spirit, 

.;.• and he waared thereby '* to count those things gain, which were 
once his loaa ; *^ and the thii^ despised became his chief joy.'* 
A year previous to this period he had been baptized and received 
into commnnion with the church. *' The first fruits'* of that 
beautiful vine that had been there planted in ** the courts of the 
Lord's boose to bring forth its fruit in due season." The earnest 
of the precious harvest of souls to.be gathered from that^eld 
of promise, where the God of the hai^st had set many a la- 
bourer to sow aud water, and to Mlo<ie work he had promised 
to gi?e the increase. This dear 5^outh was of pious but poor 
parents : the first remarkable convictions of truth on his mind, 
were on a Saturday evening, while seated on the floor reading 
the 24th chapter of Mathew to his little brothers and sisters ;and 
on receiving an answer from his mother in explanation of the 
parable of the wi^e and foolish virgins, he burst into a flood of 
tears, distressing and alarming to bis companions ; and when he 

anxiously inquired what he should do in that great day and hour, 

* 

he was so overwhelmed by his feelings, he fell trembling and 
senseless .on the floor. His agitated state of mind continued 
until the following da}, when he became more serene and caim, 
and seemed in continual meditation of that solemn portion of 
scripture. His home was a mile and a half from the school, and 
so enfeebled was he by his excess of feeling the previous night, 
that lie did not attend that Sabbath, but went with his parents to 
a neighbouring church. They hid all these things, and pondered 
them iq thejr hearts, rejoicing secretly in the change they per- 
ceived in their dear child, who they now committed with their 
earnest prayers to the arms of a merciful Redeemer. 
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From that day he seemed to rejoice in the truth ; little WM 
Baid to him on the subject until above a month afterwards, trhen, 
by his own solicitation, he was baptised, and received into the 
church. A trophy of grace, through the means of a Sunday 
School, and a testimony of thai promise by Isaiah, that "as the 
" earth bringelh forth her bud, and the garden causeth the thing! 
•* that are sown in it to spring up ; so the Lord God will cause 
*' righteousness and praise to spring forth." 

RECORD. V 

[** Our beloved John V is still higher in our estimation^ 

than at any former period. The t2th of May last year he 
ranked No. 7 in our class of virtuous sons ; and on that day 
he was baptized and received into the church " by confession 
of his faith ;'' and I delight to say of him that, to this hour, he 
has walked worthy of** his holy calling''^ — ** having held fast hia 
crown, that none may take it from him." — I regret, however, 
that he has been so circumstanced, the most of his time, as not 
to be able to attend with his accustomed regularity. Otherwise, 
I trust, that on this occasion he would have maintained the same 
place in the ranks of the school, as he now holds in our affec* 
tions.*'] 

This child was the only one who expressed his gratitude for 
the favours obtained at the school. On leaving the table of 
reward he turned towards the superintendent, and with a gen- 
tleness and melody that ever attend words when they proceed 
from grateful hearts, said, *' thank you sir for all your kindness to 
oie." The few who were seated near the table heard him, and 
may we not think that listening angels rejoiced and tri- 
umphed as they bore the strains of youthful piety and grati- 
tude to the throne of Love. " Thank God for all that goodness^^ 
was the impressive reply of the superintendent. 

A particular notice was thus taken, and a special record made 
of the first five candidates, after which the remaining names in 
the class of honour were called in their order, each boy re- 
ceiving his reward from the hand of the superintendent, with 

tome brirf and appropriate encomium ; among them were the 
Vol L 46 
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feUowing : *' It it an honour to oar school to record of you 
that this is the third yenr of your faithful perseyerance in the 
path of duty, by which your name has been placed on the pages 
•f .the White Book^ and each year yoq have risen higher^ aud 
given increased satisfaction to your teachers. I rejoice to have 
lived to see you so reputable a youth/' (This lad had been a 
careless, troublesome scholar. He was now reformed in his 
whole conduct.) — Of another it was said : *' 1 feel happy in 
beholding in the midst of us, a boy so exemplary in his conduct. 
4lp[ay you long continue in a course so weU begun, to the pride 
and joy of your friends I May you receive the continual bless- 
ings of a merciful God, to keep you in every good way, growing 
in wisdom as you grow in years, and by his blessing walk al- 
ways in paths of truth and wisdom till we meet in Heaven I" 
Thus concluded the rewards bestowed upon 49 boys out of 
250. The judicious selection apparently gave not the slightest 
pffence to a single heart, though many had doubtless felt a mo- 
mentary disappointment. 

The rewards were yet to be distributed to the girls. The 
interest here excited was of a different kind from that which had 
just been awakened. 

The female teachers were arranged with their respective 
classes. A number of mouitors, selected from the lads.who had 
been rewarded, formed a line to the opposite side of the gallery 
where the female school was seated, and as the name of each 
girl who received a premium was called, it was handed round 
until it was given into the hands of the teachers who passed it to 
the superintendant of their school ; by her, it was .given in si- 
lence to the scholar ; a manner of rewarding well designed to 
cultivate and cherish that delicacy of mind in which lies so much 
of female excellence and greatness. On looking round the 
school it was observable which of them had brothers or 
sisters ; they were distinguished by the artless smile of joy and 
complacency. The rewards bestowed on the female scholars 
were so administered as not to permit prtrfc to obtain an ascen- 
dency. They were intended to encourage them to equal, not 



Sunday Schodl AnnaU. 963 

turpan. It was maintaining emulation, without exciting 'those 
evil passions that too oflten follow m its train, envy and haOM, 
No display, no bustle attended the distriiiution ; there appeared 
a meekness and quietness m the bestowing and receiving, that 
at once gave evidence of the peculiar excellence of the plan, 
which recognfzed that just principle in the education ofthe female 
mind, ** that every tribute of merit should be awarded without 
partiality or display.** The interesting scene had now been pro- 
tracted until the hour of worship bad arrived. The scholars, 
with few exceptions, remained ; some who resided in the vi« 
cinity ofthe church were allowed to take home their premiums; 
and return again. At the close ofthe day, all retired with appar- 
ent good nature and satisfaction, and with the greatest decorum. 

The story ofthe White Book, and the occurences of that day 
were. the subjects of conversation of many a prattling tongue ; 
and many a venerable sire would, ceasing from! the pious cares 
of the sabbath, give a listening ear '* to the sweet counsel,*' 
recited by their dear children, of all their pious teachers bad 
told them. And well might they rehearse also the pleasant 
truth that many of them must have acknowledged amidst the - 
pious pleasure ofthe hours that had just gone by — '' One day ia 
'* Thy courts, O Lord I is better than a thousand in the tents of 
" the ungodly." 

How delightful the task, if each of these happy children could 
be followed to their homes by their endeared instructors ; doubt- 
less hope would revive, and their hearts feel encouraged as they 
heard the simple vows of the amiable children they had reward- 
ed, and the promises too ofthe careless and disobedient—'* to try 
and be good netft year.'^ Poor wandering lambs ! may they in- 
deed be spared by the tender mercies of a heavenly shepherd^ 
and become the sheep of his pasture. And may the blessing of 
Jacob's God be with them all, to make them as a/r«t(/ui bought 
when they shall return with songs and crowns of rejoicing to our 
Zion. 
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^JBBATKS or THE ASSOCIATIOIT OF 8T7XDAT SCHOOL TEACHEBS* 

[CuDoIuded from p. 333.] 

QaeBtion.'-*' What is the beflt method of conducting a class im 

Sunday School." 

Mr. Chairman — It devolves on mc lo take a part in the debate of 
this eveningf on this important question ; it is one indeed that presents 
a very wide field for discussion, and is of incalculahlc importance to S- 
Scfaools; and I should attempt the task with grea» diffidence, did I not 
feel it my duty (as every other member of this association should) to throw 
in aoy mite to the bnildin^ up of one n^nd system of Sunday School 
teachinsf. Before proceeding to offer my remarks I will state, that at the 
close of this subject I BhalJ offer a resolution, that every S. School teach- 
er in this association make an expose of his system of teaching^ and dis- 
cipline for the use of this society. I am induced to ask this On the con- 
sideration, that every reflecting mind has originated something that may 
tend to edify — that every system, however imperfect in the whole, may 
yet have some good parts, and the object of this discussion is to acquire 
all necessary information as to condurting the classes of a Sunday 
School. With such views 1 pass to consider the most prominent point 
in this wide field, and which has not yet, in the course of the discussion, 
been adverted to in the t3rms it merits. Its magnitude, sir. is only to be 
measured by its author — and I think that it overlooks all others, and 
makes them subservient, as does its author, who is the Almighty God, 
from everlasting to everlasting — this point is EXAMPLE. It is with- 
out dou'>t the only effectual method of teaching, as will appear conclu- 
sive to every reflecting mind — with all deference to tlie understandings 
of my fellow teachers, who have so ably offered thrir arguments, on the 
subject under discussion, allow me to mention a few of the many stri- 
king lessons that our God himself has given us. bv this method of teach- 
ing — (if 1 may with reverence so speak.) — In His wisdom, goodness, 
and unspeakable condecension. He has, in councils of eternity, antici- 
pated us — and as God, knowing how much wc should be the creatures of 
tensBy and that things presented even to the eye of faith would fail to 
make any lasting impressions, owing to our fallen nature, has suited 
himself to our case in a manner peculiarly charaetenstic of himself; 
and with love unbounded, his divine mercy has ma'le ample provision 
for our need, and therefore we find that he lias not given a dn^/e precept 
without an example; and among them are some that no language but 
that of example can express! and no capacity but infinite can fully com- 
prehend. Instance his language of hatred to sin : — Is not death written 
on our very foreheads, that we may not be at a loss to know its conse- 
quences ? Behold other loudly speaking examples, in a world deluged 
for it sinquity : — The thunders of Sinai — the destruction of the firstborn 
of Egypt— and last ot all, the "smiting of the shepherd — the man that 
was his fellow" — Him on whom the iniquities of us all were laid. Mark 
the exemplification of love and hatred, as in the person of the only be- 
gotten of the Father on Calvary. In short, sir, this has ever been the 
current language of Jehovah to us. — Indeed, the inspired writers of the 
f^ew Testament expressly declare " all these things were for our exam- 
ple" — and believers are called by them, to walk after them — " and mark 
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tbem that walk so as je have us for an example.^— And now, sir, since 
it is evident hovr forcible is the lancpiag^e of exampfe-^'±nd how ef» 
fectiialhj it teacher — 'it may be proper here to remark in passing — that all 
mankind are teachers, although not aware of it — and every one exhibits 
an exam*plc of some kind — cither good or bad — and who does net know 
that evil examples prevail ? Upon a general principle, then, we are all, 
at all times, more or less influenced by the examples with which we 
come in contact. — Oh ! how all important then that the living picture 
we present as an example be a representative of good. In the designs 
of the Almighty, according to revelation, the end of all teaching is — 
that mankind should know^ obey and er^oy him for ever, — and as we 
seem to be, in his providenoe appointed to the trimming and pruning of 
the nurseries of his vineyard, let us look to him for a correct likeness of 
duty, and rule of teaching, in his own personal- ministrations while 
on earth Let us look to the light that his bright and pure example re- 
flects, and endeavour to lop offour own deformities, so that our exam- 
ple, assimilating in a measure to the pattern that has passed before us 
into the heavens, we may not misguide the young pilgrims who are 
travelling with us into eternity. Let every step be traced with cau- 
tion ; for what a responsible station does every intelligent being in this 
land of Bibles occupy; and especiall}' those whose souls have been re- 
aminatcd and cheered by the life bestowing rays of the Sun of Right- 
eousness — tlicy ought solemnly to remember that each is ranked in one 
of two classes— they are either as the baneful ignus fatuiis, to lead be- 
nighted souls to perdition — or they are satellites of the star of Bethle- 
hem, gviding poor and weary wanderers to the city of habitation eternal 
in the heavens. May the Sabbath teachers of our land be thus tr.ms- 
ibrmed, and become as the reflectors of the pure rays of the Run ofiwght- 
eousness, as the moon sheddmg her borrowed light from the great orb of 
day, for beauty, for usefulness and comfort. Let then teachers daily 
strive to become better qualified for this gri^at work, by using every 
help they can procure. A plan has lately been devised by one of our 
schools that bids fair to be the most effectual ever adopted for this end. 
This plan proposes that the teachers enter uf)on a course oi mutual in' 
Mtruciion^ holding stated meetings for the purpose of reading the best 
books on different branches of education. The attainments and liabits 
thus to be acquired will give confidence and freedom to their miods^ 
enabling them with more facility, and in a more pleasing manner, to con- 
Tey instruction to the children. A strict adherence to system is all im- 
portant ; without it little will be accomplished. Order m all our plans, 
and example in all our ways, will crown our eflbrts with success. Let 
us view tlie subject in several striking lights: — If teachers have no set- 
tled plan, and pursue no order — ^what does it express f what, but that 
they are indiflerent and careless of the matter, and do not understand 
the magnitude of the undertaking, nor appreciate its valne. Again, 
if there is a want of punctuality in ihe teacher, what does that teach, 
and what is the example ? Should he indulge in any of those useless 
habits (to speak in the lightest terms) that are common to men, and 
which, although not entirely disgraceful in themselves, yet are likely 
to lead to others, both disgraceful and destructive — I mean smoking, 
chewing, drinking and feasting — idleness and frequenting public places, 
intemperate expressions and actions; all which, as they maintain an as-, 
cendancy, will deprive a man of his liberty ; and consequently he loses 
his rule over himself and his scholars. To what does this tend, and I 
feelingly and solemnly inquire — viluii %» the example? 
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Remarkt of the Cftotnnan.— In conclasion, the chsLirman stattecl that 
iD his opiDion many useful and sensible remarks had been made, on tho 
important and practical subject before them f'^r discussion — and he be- 
liered that the feature! of the diflbret plans that bad been adjocated 
bespoke peculiar merfts to each — and the 'lateness of the hour pre-' 
Tented him from ofiering his opinion distinctly as to them all. He 
would howeyer remark, that having himself taught a class in ^iunday 
School, he had found great advantages from plans very similar to those 
advocated by the opener of the question : The monitor of the class, for 
the day, was the first child that came ; to ascertain this, it was neces- 
sary that the Teacher he first there himse{f, and this punciwtHiy^ he said, 
for numerous reasons, was of the fir»t importance. Into the hands oi 
the earliest scholar was committed the books and papers of the class, 
and he became the teacher^ assistant through the day. Tlie chairman 
highly approved of the plan of never advancing from one class to ano- 
ther — and of having a particular seat never to be given up ; and he 
thought the system of spelling strongly to be commended, especially in its 
distinctive feature of attaininga knowledge of it in the process oMearn- 
ing the alphabet, — aod the only diflBculty he saw in the way of it, was 
the furniture required ; he would therefore state his own expedient io 
pursuing a system, on the same principles. He had found by the prac- 
tice of his young scholars, (for he had taught a Testament and an A. B. 
C. class, at one and the same time,) that in spelling the most simple 
words, they would make the most inconsistent and unexpected mis* 
takes : for instance, was the word house given out, the child would say 
H. S. house. I would answer " No" — again the scholar would say— 
H, N. '*No" — (Teacher.) H, U. "No"— and so they would • proceed 
without ever spelling the word ; and being at lasttuld, the impression on 
the mind was very shght. I then adopted the following improvement, 
spelling in the book, instead of out of it, and then pointing to each letter 
after giving out the word tonspell : it was spelt correctly, and without 
interruption, and of consequence was better retained in the mind. Thus 
he said, by a single alphabet sheet, or if thought proper, by cutting out 
the letter singly, the teacher of every school might have a facility for 
teaching the rudiments on the plan laid down by the opener of the debate, 
and he would strongly recommend it. He could not refrain froTn ur- 
ging on the meeting the important views that had been taken by the 
several speakers on the point of discipline ; and would conclude his re- 
marks by observing, that the discipline of every Teacher should begin 
with HIMSELF. 



ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 



QUESTIONS FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL CHILDREN. 



I told you how our Lord died upon 
the cross, and now I will tell you 
what happened afterwards. 
There was a good man named 
Joseph; and he took the body 
of Jesus down from the cross of 
wood, and buried him in a place 
dug out of a rock ; (not cover- 



ing him over with earth as we 
bury people, but just laid him 
in,) and rolled a great stone to 
the door to keep it close, and 
there the body of the Lord Jesus 
lay three days. And there were 
a great many soldiers set there 
to vfatch. And now i[ Jesus 
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Christ had laio in that grare for 
ever, what would have become 
of us ! Then we should have no- 
body to stand before God up in 
heaven, and beg for us; and 
wliat should we have done ! But 
those wicked men rould not keep 
him dead ; they killed him to be 
sure, because he came to die for 
sinners, on purpose; but now 
listen : He was put in the ^rave 
on Friday, and on Sunday mom- 
iny early, before the sun rose, 
there was a ^eat earthquake ; 
and the ang^el of the Ijord came 
down from the sky, and rolled 
away the gri*eat stone from the 
door, and Jesus our Lord came 
out alive ; so he rose from the 
dead on the third day ; he left 
the ffrave, and went to heaven ; 
and there he is at God's right 
hand, praying for his own peo- 
ple that love him, and ready to 
take them to live with him, when 
they die. 
Now you must tell me a little about 

what I have been telling you. 
What was that good man's name 

who took oar Lord down from 

the cross ? 
What did he do with him when he 

took him down ? 
What did he put against the door 

of the place in the rock ? | 

Hotv long did Jesus lay there ? 
Was any one set to watch it ? 
On what day did he die ? 
And on what day did he come to 

life again f • 

So there were three days ; Friday, 

Saturday and Sunday. 
If Jesus could get up from the 

grave whenever he pleased, how 

came he to let these wicked men 

kill him ? 
How did he get out of the grave ? 
Who rolled away the stone ? 
What time in the morning was it ? 
Don't you know the hymn for Sun- 
day morning ? It begins so — 

«* This is the day that Jesus rose 
<' S« early from the dead 



" And should I keep my eyelids 
closed, 
«« And waste my time in bed ?" 

Some people think they may lay in 
bed Sunday morning, because 
they have no work to do— they'll 
get up early to do their own work 
but not to serve God and think 
of him. 
Do ymt remember to get up early 
and say over that little hymn to 
yourself and make haste to school 
to hear more about Jesus who 
rose so early from the dead. 
JBefore Jesus Christ went to heaven 
he staid a little while in the 
world, forty days, telling his peo- 
ple what tifiey must do when he 
was gone ; and then, he took 
some of tiie people that loved 
him to a hill, and told them they 
must go and tell every body, how 
much he loved them and how he 
died for them ; and that if they 
would love him, and mind him, 
tliey should not go to hell, but 
come and live with him in hea- 
ven. And then he went up into 
the sky, till the clouds hid him 
frcnW their sight, and they could 
not see him any more. But two 
beautiful angels dressed in white, 
came and said to them, »* Why 
do you stand gazing and looking 
up into iieaven, as if you would 
never sec Jesus again." And 
then they told him that that 
same Jesus would come again at 
the last day, in the clouds, and 
take all that love him, to live 
with l»im, and send the bad peo- 
ple and bad children that would 
not hear about him, nor care for 
him, to live with the devil in fire 
for ever. 
So now we must take care to love 
him and mind him, and when he 
comes in the clouds, he will take 
us for his own children, and we 
shall he with the angels, and 
never die any more, nor be sick^ 
nor hurt, nor sorry, nor bad; 
ftnd there will be no darknesffg 
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nor niprht, but hoantiful li^bt all ; 
the time, brig^hter than the sun- 
shine ; and our fathers and mo- 
thers and brothers and sisters 
that have loFcd Jesus Christ and 
been gtiud, shall he there too, 
and wc Biiall all be happj to- 
gether. 

Did our Lord jyo directW into hea- 
ven when he rose from the dead, 
or did he stay a little while here 
first ? 

How loner did he stay ? 

What did he tell his people they 
must do after he was g-one ? 

What did he say they must tell 
every body ? 

And then, where did he go ? 

What hid him away, so that they 
could not see him any more P 

And then, what did they see? 

What did the angfels toll them ? 

When did they say be would come 
again ? 

What wm be do then ? 



Shall the good people wben they g9 

to live with him, ever die any more? 

Is any body sick, or hurt, or sony 
up in heaven ? 

Ts there anv dark night there ? 

What then? 

Is it as bright as the sun there ? 

Where is it brighter than the sun ? 

If your fathers and mothers are 
good, shall they be there too? 

Then if any of you have got fathen 
and mothers, that swear and steal 
and get drunk and won't go to 
church, nor pray ; you mast pray 
to God to make them g^ood, and 
tell them how Jesus Christ died 
for sinners, and that they must 
leave off their bad ways, or else 
they can never get to that beau- 
tiful place; but that there is 
another place they must gt> to ; 
you know what place that is^ and 
there they must be for ever and 
ever. 



[For the American Sunday School T. Magazine.] 

'* Oy READIMG TN SUNDAY SCHOOLS." 

There are mortals who have a certain curiosity, " wlthoot 
" power of reflection, and peruse my papers like spectatore 
** rather than readers." So says Addison. And the same truth 
continues in full force to this day. Tiie answer to the question, 
Have you read this book ? \es, I look'd at it the other day, 
is literally true. How necessary is it that teachers of Sunday 
Schools should guard against this looking at books. How es- 
sential is it that Sunday School children slyuld be taught to 
read, not look at the bible. This looking at books, instead of 
reading them, is owing either to a want of mterest in the books 
we read, or to a habit we have acquired in our early years* 
For the first, 1 believe, there is no remedy : For the second, 
there is, 1 think, a preventive. It is in the power oi those 
whose delightful task it is '* to rear the tender thought.'* I 
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would ask, are there not many who have acquired in their youth 
a disrelish for some of the most brilliant effusions of genius ? 
What school boy would not dislike to read the sublime lines in 
our common school books, commencing with, " Ye Nymphs of 
<« Solyma begin the song." Not a line of it is within his com- 
prehension, and as he reads from sound, not sense, he might 
as well have pronounced it in Greek, And such att ascendency 
does habit acquire, that it is a question whether he can ever 
read it afterwards with either gratification or pleasure. It 
. U in this manner that two thirds of our Sunday School chil- 
dren read the bible. : They begin to read it at an age when 
it is almost impossible that they can understand it ; and they 
acquire a careless habit of reading, in which the eye alone 
takes a part, and that habit increases with their growth ; and I 
•have not the least doubt that many who have been taught to read 
at our Sunday Schools would take up a bible and read a chapter 
without ever thinking of the meaning of a single verse. I do 
not wish to be understood as saying, that the bible is too diffi- 
cult for the youthful mind. The fault lies not in what they 
read, but in the manner they are allowed to read it. 

In reading in Sunday Schools there are three principal faults : 
1st. In reading without having the words of the lesson ex- 
plained! 2d. Each boy reading but one verse. 3d. The les- 
sons are given without any consideration whether they may in- 
terest the scholars. As regards the first fault, I have no doubt 
^hat many a lesson has been recited without one word being un- 
derstood. Many children, under the care of Sunday School 
teachers, are such as never had a word explained to them at 
home ; and in my opinion, every word in the lessons should be 
defined by the teacher, before the lesson is read by the scholars. 
They would soon become -desirous of knowing the meaning of 
words in books they might read at home. The curiosity com- 
mon to children would be a great assistance. The bad effects 
of the second must be evident when we consider if a child reads 
the first, tenth, and nineteenth verses of a chapter, it is entirely 
left to himself to improve by the exerci«e i if he attends to the 
Vol. J- 47 
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test Iben he *ill impruve ; Hut it is not probable, Ihtrpfore, be 

the IfSBOD long or short, tiery child should rend the uhoU i>j ff, 

I will be liinc wHstad. Mea are too npt to ihinli wh^iterer ii 

iDteresting to them, must be so to children. If jou wish chil- 

eo to improve joii mii^t interest their feeling ; joti must give 

letn something to read tb^t contiiiu* either noveltj-, ;iiiiasemeat, 

r instruction in such language is the; can undent.ind. Now,. 

I believe I can safelj say tliiit two hundred bija would rend tb« * 

greatw pHft of the Acts of the Apostles aaii Lpi»lles witliout 

feeling the least ioleresl. And I bplievevery few could be found 

who would not be interested in ihe parables, the mincles or any 

a concise hislniy ; .ind such as Ibe laEt nieutioncd should be their 

lesaons. F. 
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On Sunday School Celebrations. 
Since the establishment of Suuilny Schools there hw not been 
an occurrence more worlhj of notice, ner one c»tcul:ited to 
oil forth more serious reflection upon the subject, than the 
celebration of the Sunday School* in one of the western cities, 
on the anniversary ofoor natioual independence. We, who are 
accustomed to see on that day not only oiirynuthful population, 
but thonsBods matured in yeaVa, giving themselves op to dissi- 
pation, can scarcely credit the account that is given to m of 
fioth children and aJoIts returning thanks to jleaven for ths 
inestimable Ijleseings of political and religious liberty. Whtt 
DOW dares doubt the efficacy or the utility of Snndity Schools! 
Lives there the man who would not thank, those men wIio4ut« 
BO far improved the children of his day, antf in^leAd of not, in* 
toxicatiOQ and debauchery, bare introduced onler, sotHfety and 
temperance ? The chilJrtn wer« attended by Iheirtttehers, 
■nd, be aiaared, many a parent proudly ToRowed bis child, and 
many a child gazed in wonder at the sight, ontil b« -vrdbld bare 
been pleased to have been a participater in tbe-proceedinp. 
Tbink you any of those were ei^aged fa braaking the tawa o*" 
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a country for .whose liberty they were thin day returning 
th|nk8 ? And never yet has that anniversary been celebrated- 
neve'* yet have the belli rung the joyful peal without being the 
knell of i^ome one who, by carelessness, drunkennessi, or accident 
has .spent part of it in eternity. And who do you think are 
lea$;t exposed to danger — those who range our streets without 
control amid the horses, the cannon, and the continual discharge 
of tire-arms, or those who are under the care of men who have 
their immortal, as well as mortal, interests at heart ? And are 
they not detered from associating with those who consider ex- 
cesses of every description the only means of enjoying them- 
selves on that day ? What a glorious — what a heavenly sight 
would it be to the Christian ; what an honour would it be to the 
city, if four thousand of our children should be seen on that me- 
morable day, with the banners of love and peace in their bands, 
seriously, soberly, and effectually enjoying themselves! Many 
a mother now dreads the approach of that day, and passes it in 
the most restless anxiety for the safety of her offspring. Many. 
a fair face may be brought home to a fond parent, disfigured 
by accidents that will ever attend the careless use of powder. 
Many a darling son, the joy of an affectionate heart, may that day 
he hi ought home an object of disgust. These are not fancy 
sketches ; they have happened, and they are likely again to 
happen. But they can be prevented. It is in the power of 
the Sunday School superintendents and teachers to lessen the 
evil, and it is with the hope that they may well consider it that 
these few remarks haye been made 1t)y A, 
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All INQUIRY INTO THE SUBJECT OF CHALMERS* '< CIVIC KCONO* 
my/' AS APPLIED TO THE EXISTING STATK OF SOCIETY IN THi 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

First efforts, under whatever circumstances, are not only of- 
ten feeble,- but misjudged. If genius has its first steps, and na- 
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tare its infancy and manhood, then the early displays of a bene* 
Tolent heart may not reasonably be expected to equal its mat|^ 
rer efforts, when reason gaides the sympathies and directs in 
the art of doing good ; for the want of a knowledge how to do 
good may enfeeble our first attempts, or even be productive of 
evil, rather than good. Yet disappointment of expected success 
should not urge the philanthropist to abandon his kindly devised 
plans, without repeated experiments: The perceptions of the 
heart are ever before those of the judgment : we are at first 
disposed to do good without the understanding to effect it. 
Large and extensive charities have been wasted from misjudged 
views of the efficiency of the benevolent plans adopted ; and 
it may be doubted whether the many magnificent systems of 
doing good that have obtained among the virtuous and charitable, 
are not the source of many greater evils than those they have 
contemplated to suppress. Much injury is ignorantly done by 
private charity ; and the well-meant benefactions of rich and 
elevated individuals, are known, not unfrequently, to cherish 
idleness, prodigality and vice, in those to whom they might 
have rendered themselves doubly useful by a more sparing 
benevolence, that would have taught the recipients of their 
bounty economy, industry and virtue. Those then who arc 
disposed to do good, and to alleviate the afflictions of suffering 
humanity most effectually, will more likely obtain their end, by 
contributing to some already established charity, or by the aid 
of friendly counsels, devise more prudent and useful plans, than 
such as their unaided judgment or misguided feelings may lead 
even the righteous and merciful to form, to the injury, rather 
than the benefit of their fellow-men. The maxim of the wise 
preacher may here be well applied : " Without counsel pur^ 
poses are defeated, but in the multitude of counsellors they are 
established,^' Yet let the benevolent do all they can ; but let 
• them do it with carefulness and circumspection, and with coun- 
sel from the lips of the prudent ; and though their hope may 
be deferred, let not disappointment embarrass or discourage 
them in their virtuous endeavours. Though at first there be 
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little eyidence of the asefuloess of their charitable exertions ; 
yet what their hand findeth to do 'Met them do it with all their 
might ;" for oa.the happy efforts of a single individual may 
depend the development of some magnificent scheme — some 
heaven-hke plan, such as a Bible Society or Sunday School, 
that may yet pour a flood of love and mercy to bless a miserable 
world, and '* make glad the city of our God," and the hands of 
one alone may lay the corner stone of a glorious edifice that 
may yet adorn the face of the whole earth : 

" A proof that we and out affairs, 
Are part of a Jehovah^ cares, 
For God unfolds by slow degrees 
The purport of his deep decrees, 
^eds every hour clearer light, 
Id aid of our defective sight ; 
And spreads ut length before the soul, 
A beautiful and perfect whole, 
Which busy man's inyentive brain 
Toils to anticipate in vain.** 

The hints of Dr. Chalmers have been much improved upon 
by the practical exertions of many, since his own personal ex- 
ample has been followed by pastors and elders of churches 
individual laymen and societies. To Sunday Schools the plan 
has been of extensive usefulness ; and although many plans, 
apparently well devised and matured, have been given up with- 
out any forcible efforts, and the good that has been effected by 
the establishment of '* Localities" has been done but in frag- 
ments, yet we are disposed to look forward (and we trust not 
in vain.) with the pleasing hope that the Local system of Dr. 
Chalmers will prove to be in connection with the God like 
charities of the age — a part of that all-wise plan, which is to be 

m 

the means of furthering the cause of the Redeemer among men, 
and of extending the knowledge of the only living and true God 
over the face of the whole habitable earth, till all confess that 
*' Jesus is Lord to the glory of God the father." It may be well 
considered as bidding fair to establish a guai'dianship over all 
other charities ; enlisting the personal exertions of christiauA,. 
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more yalaable than ikeir treasurei ; and undoubtedly will prore 
more extensively couHucife to vital godliueu ; urging the dii« 
ciple of Christ to abound in '^ labours of faith and love.'* It it 
evident how much it will ever tend to promote ** the fellowship 
and communion of saints ;** restoring and establishing the ancient 
and apostolic character of the church included in the beautiful 
terms of** the household of the faithful;** and wi.l necessarily pro- 
mote a familiar and lovely acquaintance between the pastors, el- 
ders and people of the flock of Christ; and eitend in useful inter- 
course not only with the church members, but all thuse in their 
iamilies or neighbourhood, who are yet uninfluenced by religion, 
and will open the way for *' ministermg to them which shall be 
heirs of salvation/' In regard to its general influence upon soci- 
ety, it will be readily perceived by the reflecting mind, bow far 
such a guardianship and vigilance will tend to defend the poor 
and needy ; how much they will be benefitted by becoming 
acquainted with one another; what a bond of union and 
friendly sympathy it will prove in a neighbourhood. It 
will temper the proud and lordly spirit of the higher orders 
in society, and even the high and worldly minded may be 
induced to mingle their sympathies with their poor neighbours, 
and be pcrsuiided by the piuus almoners of mercy to do good 
jointly rather than alone, bringing mto useful and harmonious 
operation a principle of association, that binds them together 
with "the cords of love and the b>inds of a man." Such may 
yet be the beautiful effects of the ** local system,'' whose early 
pretensions may now be deemed visionary, but like many other 
plans of sacred charity that have blest our woild, the hopes and 
prayers of its projectors will be answered, and time will unveil 
them as realities ; but however wise this excellent project may be, 
let caution mark the application of the judicious hints under con- 
sideration, indiscretion in the application may defeat intended 
good, and the system incur the blame rather than those who have 
injudiciously attempted its practice m the same manner, as had led 
to success under a different combination ofcircums^tances. The 
following incidents may be considered as exemplifying the truth 
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jof this position : Some years pfevioug to the expostirc of Dr. 
Chalmers* plan, an association of gentlemen in tliis city, with the 
benevolent view of expending a small charitable fund to the best 
advantage, selected a neglected district to search for the proper 
objects of their care, and embracing under their protection a 
nnmber of families whom they found poor and friendless. They 
began to visit and distribute as circumstances seemed to 
require, and continued their visitations during the summer 
months, without granting the usual pecuniary aid; but in 
winter again reotwed their bounty ; many interesting and af- 
fecting facts were disclosed during their frequent visits, and 
among others, that of instructing into the kingdom of the gospel 
♦* a young Lydia," whos.c heart the Lord had opened to believe 
the good word of life they had brought. 

There were golden opportunities of doing good as they went 
about in their field of labour, " administering a cordial to the 
hurt mind,'* and " plucking out a rooted sorrow," through the 
application of the divine doctrines of the cross, and directing to 
the physician of souls ; these went hand in hand with the more 
osrtensibie efforts of their disinterested benevolence, healing 
the sick, and feerling and clothing the hungry and naked. But 
instances of humble penitence and godly sorrow, were not to be 
expected to be multiplied within their narrow bounds ; the ma- 
jority were careless and inattentive to tbjeir eternal concerns. 
*' proud, boastful and haters of that which is good." The visi- 
ters emboldening their efforts to reprove as well as counsel ; the 
objects of their care became indifferent, and the gentlemen 
wearied in their many thankless attempts to promote their mo- 
ral and religious good, all at once dechned from their benevo- 
lent projects. This association of gentlemen had no defined ob- 
ject in their visits other than to relieve the distresses of the 
indigent : of course they came strongly recommended to their 
favour — yet how unexpected the result — had such an attempt 
been made by the same means, and in the samt way, in the com- 
munity to which Dr. Chalmers* addresses and essays were di- 
rected, it would doubtless have been crowned with th*e utmost 
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BQCceis, mnd lueh afriendahip or acqaaiotuiceahip would hire 
been ceoaented between the philaathropisls aod their pen- 
aionere thiit would have ofiered every focilitj for ameliorating 
their monil condition, and winning them to the better inflaencn 
of the gospel of peace. Here the maio objection to the np- 
plicalion of the local syitem to the American itate of aocietj 
fluggeita ittelf — " that it geems to organize an inquisitorial io- 
apection of the poor which they will deem obtrusive, " and this 
is not only presumptive ; but it m^ be reasonably inferred from 
the anfiuccessfal issue of the attempts mada^y the pauperiam 
society, aDdtheyetstrongerinstanceabove narrated ; towhich 
additional confidence is given, by the uovaried success that bn 
attended every effort of the kind made bj the ,Sunday School 
coratnittees, who have as a preliminary step gained ihe good 
will and confidence of the parents through their beoeyolent ex- 
ertions in behalf of their children, than which there is no surer 
avenue even to the moat insensible and depraved hearts. 

S. 



VARIETY. 
[From the Port Folio of a S. School Teacher.] 

THOUCIITS, OBIGINAL AUD SELECTED. 

Thece is not an object or an occurrence which passes under 
notice, but while it furnishes the child -with matter of tn- 
guiry, will a\io supply the p^irent with a subject odmtruction. 

Children receive impressions much earlier in the house of 
God than we are aware of; and iherefore it is criminal not to 
give them all the advantage of God's instituted worship. 

It is the duty of every Christian fo endeavour to the utmost to 
Spread the jtnowfci^ge of the salvation of Christ among his fellow- 
meo. The employment is of the most honourable and delight- 
ful nature : they work for eternity. On this subject a heathon 
convert lately expressed himseif thus .- "Can any thing be 
greater — any thing more delightful ! — " 

Where Ihe instruction of youth in the principles of reli- 
gion does not prove the means of >aivii(to», letit Dot be sai4 
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ltd influence is lost ; scarcely one divine truth falls upon the 
youthful mind in vain, though it is overborn by the tide of pas- 
■ion ; it checks him in his career of iniquity ; it restrains his 
«vil passions, and makes him at least afraid and ashamed of 
•utward vices. The value of these efforts to society is not small. 
Sunday scholars should be taught to venerate the word of 
God as the fountain of knowledge, to love it as the best of books, 
and to meditate on it all the days of their life ; to be their con- 
9tant instructor^ their counsellor, and their guide to eternal life 
and glory. w 

A SOLILOQUY. 

Altered from Wesley^ s Preface to his Sermons. 

I am a creature of a day ; passing through life as an arrolv 
passes through the air. 

I am a spirit come from God, and returning to God ; — just 
hovering over the great gulph of eternity, 'till I drop into that ^ 
unchangeable state, and am no more seen ! 

I want to know one thing ; — the way to heaven ; — how to 
land safely on that happy shore. God himself has condescend- 
ed to teach the way : for this very end Christ came from hea- 
ven ; and hath had it written down in a book : — O give me that 
book : At any price give me the book of God ! — 1 have it ; — I 
find in it knowledge enough for me : — Let me from henceforth 
be homo unius libri ; (a man of one book.) 

Here then I am ; far from the busy ways of men : I sit down 
by myself; God only is here ! In his presence I open, I read 
his book, and for this end — to find the way to heaven. If 
there is any doubt concerning the meaning of what I read ; if 
any thing appears dark or intricate, I lift up my heart to the 
** Father of light :" His book tells me--** If any lack wisdom 
let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraid- 
eth not, and it shall be given him.''* 

I then search after, and consider parallel passages of Scrip- 
ture, ** comparing spiritual things with spiritual :'' — I meditate 
thereon with all the attention and earnestness of which my mind 
is capable ; and in the ardour of my research I exclaim^ — O my 

'^ James, 1. 5« 
YeL. I. 4J 
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Father, 18 it not said in this book -^ if anjr man will do thy will 
he shall know of the doctrine, whether it l>e of God ?"* / am 
desirous to do it ; let me know, O my Father. 



^XDAY SCHOOL FACTS AND AXEJCDOTES 
»* Valiant for the Trutli." 
A Simdnj School teacher. Ion;; employed in his pious cares, 
being asked if he expected to continue his efforts of that kind 
during life : *' Cert;iinly," he replied. " unless Sntnn^s kingdom 
is destroyed^ for I have enlisted during ^/le twP.'* — (^Boston Rt' 
eorder,) 

Of the same character are the following facts, as stated by a 
superintendent : ^' In a late conversation with some of my teach- 
ers, in consulting relative to some arransrements of the school* 
they said, whatever we do, let it be with a view to permanency ; 
for as this is a business for our livesy we should regulate our con- 
cerns accordingly." 

Some time since the superintendent and ateacher of our Sun- 
day Schools, were walking to the school house one sahbath 
morning, and advising about some tru.mt scholars, whose attond- 
ance they hid taken unusu d pirns to secure. The teacher 
thoir^ht it best to visit the-n no longer, as it seemed to have no 
good effect ; the superintendent replied to him, let us^o always — 
let us go nois}. They visited the boys before the S'.^hool hour, 
and had the satisfacticm not only to see them attend that day, but 
they h ave continued regular since that time. 

The superinten lent of a school in the same neighbour- 
hood, on hearing the parents of some of the scholars say 
that they understood he was about to give up the school, he 
replied, *' when you hear that report again believe it not, for I 
*ntend to teach tdl I die." 



In giving the above fiicts, we are reminded of a pleasing cir- 
cumstance that occurred some years since, at a religious con- 
ference meeting, in this city. It was recornfnenled that chris - 
tians should be faithful to w trn and counsel their worldly minded 

* John, 7. 17. 
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friends, ami to manifest a solemn and feeling interest for them 
always. A minister was asked, ** If I had often been to a friend, 
often admonished — and as often been repulsed, what is my duty ?" 
The answer was, " It is your duty logo till you die T^ 
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" New Series of Tracts for Children:' [New-York Reli- 
gious Tract Society, at their Depository, Wilder and Camp- 
bell's, No. 142^roadway.] These neat and useful little 

paj^es, issued from the press of the New- York Religious 
Tract Society, have just come to our hands, and we regret the 
want of time and room to notice them as they should be ; for 
we cannot but deem them a sufficient pledge ot the accomplish- 
ment of their excellent intentions, of preparing *' an extensive 
collection of children's books on interesting subjects, so embel- 
lished with cuts as to attract their attention, mingling amuse- 
ment with wholesome religious instruction." We have alrea- 
dy expressed our approbation of such a plan at pages 265 and 
298 of this work. Our hopes are more than realised in the ap- 
pearance of the first of the series now published. We doubt 
not but that they will '* attract the attention of children," and 
instructive they must prove ; for the selection is judicious and 
pure, being also well calcuLited for general distribution. We 
are pleased to notice the precise adaptation of the cuts to the 
subjects, as well as their variety and neatness — matters of great- 
er importance with the juvenile mind (as we think,) than pa- 
rents and instructors are usually aware of. The expressive 
cut in the little story of the '* Passionate Roy" in this series, and 
another in that of '* Little Susan and her Lamb," revives some 
of the earliest serious and tender impressions of oor younger 
days; and we are confident that such pictures in children's books 
will not only tend to illustrate the subjects, but must forcibly 
convey the moral and the precept to the heart. We congratu- 
late the religious community, Christian parents, and especially 
Sunday School instructors, on the successful progress of this 
plan of pious utility, by which, we trtist, that the rising genera- 
tion will have opened to them a new and well guarded source 
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